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Milestones :: Perspectives 
 
Ebola - DRC 
 
WHO 
Ebola virus disease – Democratic Republic of the Congo  
Disease outbreak news  
24 August 2018  
Since the last Disease Outbreak News on 17 August 2018, 25 additional cases have been 
laboratory confirmed for Ebola virus disease (EVD) in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 
These new confirmed cases have been reported in Beni, Oicha and Mabalako health zones 
(North Kivu province) and Mandima health zone (Ituri Province). However, all exposures and 
transmission events, to date, have been linked back to the outbreak epi-centre, Mabalako. 
Beyond the EVD outbreak, the Democratic Republic of the Congo is in a complex humanitarian 
crisis and is experiencing several other concurrent epidemics.  
 
As of 22 August 2018, a total of 103 EVD cases (76 confirmed and 27 probable) including 63 
deaths (36 confirmed and 27 probable) have been reported1 in five health zones in North Kivu 
(Beni, Butembo, Oicha, Mabalako, Musienene) and one health zone in Ituri (Mandima) (Figure 
1). The majority of cases (62 confirmed and 21 probable) have been reported from Mabalako in 
Mabalako Health Zone (Figure 2). As of 22 August, six new suspected cases from Mabalako 
(n=3) and Beni (n=3) are pending laboratory testing to confirm or exclude EVD. A total of 88 
confirmed and probable cases have age and sex reported. As of 19 August, the median age was 
32 years (age range: 0-74), with the age group 30-39 accounting for 28% (25/88) of cases. 
Fifty eight percent (51/88) of all cases were female (Figure 3).  
 
Fourteen cases have been reported among health workers, of which 13 were laboratory 
confirmed; one has died. Many of these health care workers were likely infected in clinics before 
the declaration of the outbreak, not in Ebola treatment centres (ETCs). WHO and partners are 
working with health workers and communities to increase awareness on infection, prevention 
and control (IPC) measures, as well as vaccinate those at risk of infection.  
 
The MoH, WHO and partners continue to systematically monitor and rapidly investigate all alerts 
in all provinces of the Democratic Republic of Congo, and in neighbouring countries2. Alerts in 
several provinces of the Democratic Republic of Congo as well as in Uganda, Rwanda, and the 
Central African Republic have been investigated; EVD has been ruled out in all alert events to 
date. 
 
 
Situation report on the Ebola outbreak in North Kivu  22 August 2018 
[Excerpt] 
Case management  
…The Ethics Committee in the Democratic Republic of the Congo has approved the use of four 
additional experimental therapeutics, namely: ZMapp, Remdesivir, Favipiravir, and Regn3450 - 
3471 – 3479, to be used by the ETC medical and research teams. This is in addition to the 
mAb114, approved earlier….  
 

http://www.who.int/csr/don/24-august-2018-ebola-drc/en/
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/274258/SITREP_EVD_DRC_20180820-eng.pdf?ua=1


 
 

WHO provides medicines and equipment for Ebola preparedness and control of 
Malaria & Neglected Tropical Diseases in Tanzania   24 August 2018  
 
Uganda heightens Ebola preparedness response   23 August 2018  
 
 
New York Times 
http://www.nytimes.com/ 
Accessed 25 Aug 2018 
Congo: 2 Who Received Experimental Ebola Treatment Recover 
By The Associated Press 
Aug. 25, 2018 
   KINSHASA, Congo — Congo's health ministry says two of the first 10 people to receive an 
experimental treatment for the Ebola virus in the latest outbreak have recovered, and 
monitoring could show what role the treatment played. 
   The head of the World Health Organization on Saturday congratulated Congo's government 
for making several experimental treatments available in this Ebola outbreak, calling it "a global 
first, and a ray of hope for people with the disease." 
   The two people received the mAb114 treatment isolated from a survivor of an Ebola outbreak 
in 1995. It was the first of five experimental treatments Congo approved for use in the outbreak 
that was declared on Aug. 1. The others are ZMapp, Remdesivir, Favipiravir and Regn3450 - 
3471 - 3479… 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Measles cases hit record high in the European Region 
20 August 2018 | WHO News Release 
Over 41 000 children and adults in the WHO European Region have been infected with measles 
in the first 6 months of 2018. The total number for this period far exceeds the 12-month totals 
reported for every other year this decade. So far, the highest annual total for measles cases 
between 2010 and 2017 was 23 927 for 2017, and the lowest was 5273 for 2016. Monthly 
country reports also indicate that at least 37 people have died due to measles so far this year. 
 
“Following the decade’s lowest number of cases in 2016, we are seeing a dramatic increase in 
infections and extended outbreaks,” says Dr Zsuzsanna Jakab, WHO Regional Director for 
Europe. “We call on all countries to immediately implement broad, context-appropriate 
measures to stop further spread of this disease. Good health for all starts with immunization, 
and as long as this disease is not eliminated we are failing to live up to our Sustainable 
Development Goal commitments.” 
 
Seven countries in the Region have seen over 1000 infections in children and adults this year 
(France, Georgia, Greece, Italy, the Russian Federation, Serbia and Ukraine). Ukraine has been 
the hardest hit, with over 23 000 people affected; this accounts for over half of the regional 
total. Measles-related deaths have been reported in all of these countries, with Serbia reporting 
the highest number of 14. 
 
Uneven progress towards measles and rubella elimination 

https://www.afro.who.int/news/who-provides-medicines-and-equipment-ebola-preparedness-and-control-malaria-neglected-tropical
https://www.afro.who.int/news/who-provides-medicines-and-equipment-ebola-preparedness-and-control-malaria-neglected-tropical
https://www.afro.who.int/news/uganda-heightens-ebola-preparedness-response
http://www.nytimes.com/
https://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2018/08/25/world/africa/ap-af-congo-ebola.html
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/sections/press-releases/2018/measles-cases-hit-record-high-in-the-european-region


 
 

According to the latest assessment by the European Regional Verification Commission for 
Measles and Rubella Elimination (RVC), released today, 43 of the Region’s 53 Member States 
have interrupted the endemic spread of measles and 42 have interrupted rubella (based on 
2017 reporting). 
 
At the same time, the RVC expressed concerns about inadequate disease surveillance and low 
immunization coverage in some countries. It also concluded that chains of measles transmission 
continued for more than 12 months in some countries that had interrupted the endemic spread 
of the disease, reverting their status back to endemic. 
 
“This partial setback demonstrates that every person who is not immune remains vulnerable no 
matter where they live, and every country must keep pushing to increase coverage and close 
immunity gaps, even after achieving interrupted or eliminated status,” says Dr Nedret Emiroglu, 
Director of the Division of Health Emergencies and Communicable Diseases at the WHO 
Regional Office for Europe… 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
AT&T, Softbox and Merck Test Connected Payloads and Drone Flights to Deliver 
Medical Supplies in Puerto Rico  
GUAYNABO, Puerto Rico, Aug. 24, 2018 /PRNewswire/ -- AT&T* is taking part in a proof of 
concept with Softbox to test connected medical payloads carried by drones. The goal? 
Successfully and safely deliver temperature-sensitive medicines using drones.  
 
An LTE-connected drone carrying Softbox's thermal-insulated packaging system "Skypod," 
which includes a smartbox powered by AT&T's Internet of Things (IoT) technology, successfully 
completed demonstration flights. The field trial with Merck, the pharmaceutical company, took 
place in locations across Puerto Rico. Softbox, based in the UK, provides specialist temperature 
control packaging to the pharmaceutical industry.  
 
"Merck is pleased to collaborate on this innovative new model for delivering medicines to 
patients in areas affected by natural disasters," said Brenda Colatrella, executive director, 
Corporate Responsibility at Merck. "We're proud of our long history of expanding access to our 
medicines and vaccines and collaborating to provide humanitarian assistance. The drone test 
flights give us hope that we will be able to provide a reliable supply of our medicines for 
disaster." 
 
AT&T's IoT technology tracks the Skypod with data viewed on a web and mobile app 
dashboard. The data includes near-real time external and internal temperatures of the box and 
its location. Light exposure data helps signal if there is box tampering during daylight, by 
determining if the box is open or closed.   
 
The dashboard app will flash alerts to help drive appropriate action. For example, it will send an 
alert if there is a change to the temperature range of 2°C to 8°C. It will also send an alert if the 
drone goes outside of defined geofencing parameters.   
 

https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/att-softbox-and-merck-test-connected-payloads-and-drone-flights-to-deliver-medical-supplies-in-puerto-rico-300702075.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/att-softbox-and-merck-test-connected-payloads-and-drone-flights-to-deliver-medical-supplies-in-puerto-rico-300702075.html


 
 

AT&T and Softbox have adapted the Skypod from a connected flask prototype developed in the 
AT&T Foundry, which they showcased earlier this year. The AT&T Foundry is a network of 
innovation centers that collaborates with startups, technology providers and enterprises to 
move ideas to market faster through rapid prototyping. It moved the IoT sensors that track 
temperature and location from the lid of the original prototype and fit them into the smartbox.  
"We're proud to be working with AT&T in this dynamic, industry-first trial. The connected 
Skypod could be rapidly deployed globally in times of humanitarian disaster relief," said Softbox 
Technical Director Richard Wood… 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
Polio this week as of 23 August 2018 [GPEI] 
Summary of new viruses this week:  
Afghanistan – two new wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) positive environmental samples. 
Democratic Republic of the Congo – circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 detected 
in the stool samples of two healthy contacts of two different negative AFP cases.  
Nigeria – one new case of cVDPV2, and two new cVDPV2 positive environmental samples. 
Somalia – one new case of cVDPV2. See country sections below for more details. 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 25 Aug 2018] 
The Syrian Arab Republic  
:: Critical funding shortage threatens WHO’s response in northwest Syria  
   20 August 2018 – As the conflict in northwest Syria escalates, WHO is appealing for US$ 11 
million to provide life-saving health care to people in parts of Aleppo, Hama, Idleb and Lattakia 
governorates. 
   Hundreds of thousands of people, many of whom have been previously displaced, may be 
displaced yet again as they flee growing insecurity and violence. The situation in Idleb is 
particularly dire; more than half a million people have been displaced to and within the 
governorate since January 2017… 
 
Iraq  - No new announcements identified 
Nigeria  - No new announcements identified 
South Sudan  - No new announcements identified 
Yemen  - No new announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 25 Aug 2018] 
Myanmar   

https://about.att.com/innovation/foundry
https://about.att.com/story/connected_health_mwc.html
http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://www.who.int/hac/donorinfo/g3_contributions/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/syr/en/index.html
http://www.emro.who.int/syr/syria-news/critical-funding-shortage-threatens-whos-response-in-northwest-syria.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/irq/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/hac/crises/nga/en/
http://www.who.int/hac/crises/ssd/en/
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/yem/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/hac/donorinfo/g3_contributions/en/
http://www.who.int/hac/crises/mmr/en/


 
 

:: Major outbreaks averted, thousands of lives saved; but Rohingyas continue to be vulnerable: 
WHO  24 August 2018 
Ukraine  
:: Measles cases hit record high in the European Region  20 August 2018 
 
Cameroon  - No new announcements identified 
Central African Republic  - No new announcements identified. 
Democratic Republic of the Congo  - No new announcements identified  
Ethiopia  - No new announcements identified. 
Libya - No new announcements identified. 
Niger  - No new announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This 
is the global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-
scale humanitarian crises.  
Yemen   
:: Yemen Humanitarian Update Covering 9 - 15 August 2018 |  
 
Syrian Arab Republic   - No new announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
Ethiopia  - No new announcements identified. 
Somalia   - No new announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Editor’s Note: 
We will cluster these recent emergencies as below and continue to monitor the WHO webpages 
for updates and key developments.  
 
EBOLA/EVD  [to 25 Aug 2018] 
http://www.who.int/ebola/en/  
Disease outbreak news 
24 August 2018  
Ebola virus disease – Democratic Republic of the Congo  
[See Milestones above for more detail] 
 
MERS-CoV [to 25 Aug 2018] 
http://who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/ 

http://www.searo.who.int/mediacentre/releases/2018/1694/en/index.html
http://www.searo.who.int/mediacentre/releases/2018/1694/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ukr/en/index.html
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/sections/press-releases/2018/measles-cases-hit-record-high-in-the-european-region
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/cmr/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/caf/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/cod/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/eth/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/lby/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/hac/crises/ner/en/index.html
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://reliefweb.int/node/2749494
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/ethiopia
https://www.unocha.org/somalia
http://www.who.int/ebola/en/
http://www.who.int/csr/don/24-august-2018-ebola-drc/en/
http://who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/


 
 

- No new announcements identified. 
 
Yellow Fever  [to 25 Aug 2018] 
http://www.who.int/csr/disease/yellowfev/en/ 
- No new announcements identified. 
 
Zika virus  [to 25 Aug 2018] 
http://www.who.int/csr/disease/zika/en/ 
- No new announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 25 Aug 2018] 
 
24 August 2018 | News Release 
Samoa rolls out triple drug therapy to accelerate elimination of lymphatic filariasis 
 
20 August 2018 | News Release 
Measles cases hit record high in the European Region 
[See Milestones above for more detail] 
 
:::::: 
 
Weekly Epidemiological Record, 24 August 2018, vol. 93, 34 (pp. 429–444)  
:: Review of the 2017–2018 influenza season in the northern hemisphere 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO     
Selected Featured News 
:: WHO provides medicines and equipment for Ebola preparedness and control of Malaria & 
Neglected Tropical Diseases in Tanzania   24 August 2018  
:: Uganda heightens Ebola preparedness response   23 August 2018  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
:: PAHO urges rapid increase in vaccination coverage to stop spread of measles in the Americas 
(08/24/2018) 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
:: Major outbreaks averted, thousands of lives saved; but Rohingyas continue to be vulnerable: 
WHO   Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh, 24 August 2018 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: Strengthening human resources for rehabilitation in Tajikistan 23-08-2018  
:: Q&A: Transforming the health system for better antenatal care in Georgia 22-08-2018  

http://www.who.int/csr/disease/yellowfev/en/
http://www.who.int/csr/disease/zika/en/
http://www.who.int/neglected_diseases/news/Samoa-lympahtic-filariasis/en/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/sections/press-releases/2018/measles-cases-hit-record-high-in-the-european-region
http://www.who.int/wer/2018/wer9334/en/
http://www.afro.who.int/
https://www.afro.who.int/news/who-provides-medicines-and-equipment-ebola-preparedness-and-control-malaria-neglected-tropical
https://www.afro.who.int/news/who-provides-medicines-and-equipment-ebola-preparedness-and-control-malaria-neglected-tropical
https://www.afro.who.int/news/uganda-heightens-ebola-preparedness-response
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466&Itemid=40108&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=14582&Itemid=1926&lang=en
http://www.searo.who.int/
Major%20outbreaks%20averted,%20thousands%20of%20lives%20saved;%20but%20Rohingyas%20continue%20to%20be%20vulnerable:%20WHO
Major%20outbreaks%20averted,%20thousands%20of%20lives%20saved;%20but%20Rohingyas%20continue%20to%20be%20vulnerable:%20WHO
http://www.euro.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/countries/tajikistan/news/news/2018/8/strengthening-human-resources-for-rehabilitation-in-tajikistan2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/Life-stages/sexual-and-reproductive-health/news/news/2018/08/q-and-a-transforming-the-health-system-for-better-antenatal-care-in-georgia2


 
 

:: West Nile virus infections spike in southern and central Europe 21-08-2018  
:: Measles cases hit record high in the European Region 20-08-2018 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
:: Federated States of Micronesia forges a way forward to health security in the Pacific 
   20 August 2018 – The Federated States of Micronesia has become the first Pacific island 
country to complete a Joint External Evaluation (JEE). JEEs are voluntary, and involve a team of 
local and international experts working together to evaluate the country’s preparedness for 
outbreaks and health emergencies… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
CDC/ACIP [to 25 Aug 2018] 
http://www.cdc.gov/media/index.html 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html 
Latest News 
More US adolescents up to date on HPV vaccination  
Thursday, August 23, 2018 
   The number of adolescents who are up to date on HPV vaccination – meaning they started 
and completed the HPV vaccine series – increased five percentage points from 2016 to 2017, 
according to results from a national survey published today in CDC’s Morbidity and Mortality 
Weekly Report (MMWR). 
   In 2017, nearly 66 percent of adolescents aged 13-17 years received the first dose to start 
the vaccine series, and nearly 49 percent of adolescents received all the recommended doses to 
complete the series. 
   “This vaccine is the best way to protect our youth from developing cancers caused by HPV 
infection,” said CDC Director Robert R. Redfield, M.D. “Vaccination is the key to cervical cancer 
elimination. I’m pleased to see parents are taking advantage of this crucial public health tool 
and thank the clinicians who are working to ensure all children are protected from these 
cancers in the future.” 
   While HPV vaccination rates are increasing, there is room for improvement as many 
adolescents have not received all the recommended doses of the HPV and meningococcal 
conjugate vaccines. One of the new reports show that 51 percent of adolescents have not 
completed the HPV vaccine series, and 56 percent of adolescents have not received both doses 
of meningococcal conjugate vaccine. 
   Also, fewer adolescents in rural areas, compared with youth in urban areas, are getting the 
HPV and meningococcal conjugate vaccines. The number of adolescents who received the first 
dose of the HPV vaccine was 11 percentage points lower in rural areas compared to urban 
areas. The number of adolescents receiving the first dose of the meningococcal conjugate 
vaccine was 7 percentage points lower in rural areas compared to urban areas. 
   “While we understand it can be a challenge for some clinicians in rural areas to stock all 
recommended vaccines, these clinicians can still play a critical role in their patients’ health and 
protect them from serious diseases by referring them to other vaccine providers,” said Nancy 

http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/vector-borne-and-parasitic-diseases/news/news/2018/8/west-nile-virus-infections-spike-in-southern-and-central-europe2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/sections/press-releases/2018/measles-cases-hit-record-high-in-the-european-region
http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.wpro.who.int/
http://www.wpro.who.int/entity/southpacific/mediacentre/releases/2018/fsm_health_security/en/index.html
http://www.cdc.gov/media/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2018/p0823-HPV-vaccination.html
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/67/wr/mm6733a2.htm?s_cid=mm6733a2_w
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/67/wr/mm6733a2.htm?s_cid=mm6733a2_w
https://www.cdc.gov/about/leadership/director.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/about/leadership/leaders/ncird.html


 
 

Messonnier, M.D., director of CDC’s National Center for Immunization and Respiratory 
Diseases... 
 
:::::: 
 
Africa CDC   [to 25 Aug 2018] 
https://au.int/en/africacdc 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
China CDC   
http://www.chinacdc.cn/en/ 
Website not responding at inquiry 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Announcements 
 
AERAS  [to 25 Aug 2018] 
http://www.aeras.org/pressreleases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 25 Aug 2018] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute    [to 25 Aug 2018] 
https://www.gatesmri.org/ 
The Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute is a non-profit biotech organization. Our 
mission is to develop products to fight malaria, tuberculosis, and diarrheal diseases—three 
major causes of mortality, poverty, and inequality in developing countries. The world has 
unprecedented scientific tools at its disposal; now is the time to use them to save the lives of 
the world's poorest people  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CARB-X   [to 25 Aug 2018] 
https://carb-x.org/ 
CARB-X is a non-profit public-private partnership dedicated to accelerating antibacterial 
research to tackle the global rising threat of drug-resistant bacteria. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CEPI – Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations  [to 25 Aug 2018] 

https://www.cdc.gov/about/leadership/leaders/ncird.html
https://au.int/en/africacdc
http://www.chinacdc.cn/en/
http://www.aeras.org/pressreleases
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases
https://www.gatesmri.org/
https://carb-x.org/


 
 

http://cepi.net/  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EDCTP    [to 25 Aug 2018] 
http://www.edctp.org/ 
The European & Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership (EDCTP) aims to accelerate the 
development of new or improved drugs, vaccines, microbicides and diagnostics against 
HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria as well as other poverty-related and neglected infectious 
diseases in sub-Saharan Africa, with a focus on phase II and III clinical trials 
22 August 2018 
Strengthening national health research systems in sub-Saharan Africa: a first report 
   EDCTP published a first report on the project to develop and strengthen national health 
research systems (NHRS) in sub-Saharan Africa. The report captures the kick-off meeting held 
in Accra, Ghana on 9-10 July 2018. It brought together over 50 delegates from the 17 African 
member states of EDCTP and international stakeholders to initiate the development of a 
strategic plan to strengthen NHRS. 
   Go to the report 
 
 
Emory Vaccine Center    [to 25 Aug 2018] 
http://www.vaccines.emory.edu/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
European Medicines Agency  [to 25 Aug 2018] 
http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
European Vaccine Initiative  [to 25 Aug 2018] 
http://www.euvaccine.eu/news-events  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
FDA [to 25 Aug 2018] 
http://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/default.htm 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Fondation Merieux  [to 25 Aug 2018] 
http://www.fondation-merieux.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gavi [to 25 Aug 2018] 
http://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 

http://cepi.net/
http://www.edctp.org/
http://www.edctp.org/news/strengthening-national-health-research-systems-in-sub-saharan-africa-a-first-report/
http://www.edctp.org/publication/development-and-strengthening-of-the-national-health-research-systems-in-sub-saharan-africa/
http://www.vaccines.emory.edu/
http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/
http://www.euvaccine.eu/news-events
http://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/default.htm
http://www.fondation-merieux.org/
http://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/


 
 

 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 25 Aug 2018] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
GHIT was set up in 2012 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that 
devastate the world’s poorest people. Other funders include six Japanese pharmaceutical  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund [to 25 Aug 2018] 
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/?topic=&type=NEWS;&country= 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Hilleman Laboratories   [to 25 Aug 2018] 
http://www.hillemanlabs.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Human Vaccines Project   [to 25 Aug 2018] 
http://www.humanvaccinesproject.org/media/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IAVI  [to 25 Aug 2018] 
https://www.iavi.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFFIm 
http://www.iffim.org/library/news/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IVAC  [to 25 Aug 2018] 
https://www.jhsph.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/ivac/index.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IVI   [to 25 Aug 2018] 
http://www.ivi.int/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
JEE Alliance  [to 25 Aug 2018] 
https://www.jeealliance.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
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MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 25 Aug 2018]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Selected Press Releases/Statements 
Rohingya refugee crisis  
One year on, Rohingya refugees live in dire camps, facing an uncertain future and 
legal limbo 
Project Update 24 Aug 2018  
 
Ethiopia  
Nearly one million displaced people in urgent need of assistance 
Project Update 23 Aug 2018  
 
 
NIH  [to 25 Aug 2018] 
http://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases 
August 23, 2018 
Rapid development in Central Africa increases the risk of infectious disease 
outbreaks 
— Scientists call for proactive investments in health care infrastructure.  
 
NIH officials: closing treatment gaps critical to ending the U.S. HIV epidemic  
   August 21, 2018 — Disparities in achieving HIV suppression explored in related NIH-funded 
study.  
 
NIH-led research team develops predictor for immunotherapy response in 
melanoma 
   August 20, 2018 — Being able to predict which patients are likely to respond to treatment 
would be a major clinical advance.  
 
 
PATH  [to 25 Aug 2018]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/ 
August 20, 2018 by PATH  
Lower price for nutrition assessment tool expands global access 
   PATH and Quansys Biosciences, Inc. improve access of the Q-Plex™ Human Micronutrient 
Array for low- and middle-income countries with a new price of US$1.43 per analyte 
 
 
Sabin Vaccine Institute  [to 25 Aug 2018] 
http://www.sabin.org/updates/pressreleases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
UNAIDS [to 25 Aug 2018]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
21 August 2018 
Smithsonian exhibition features UNAIDS data in a look at various viruses  
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20 August 2018 
Kofi Annan’s AIDS legacy  
 
 
UNICEF  [to 25 Aug 2018] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
Statement 
Statement by UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore, on latest deadly attacks on 
children in Yemen 
   “The lives of the thousands of vulnerable children across Yemen should be a priority for all.” 
24/08/2018  
 
 
Vaccine Confidence Project  [to 25 Aug 2018] 
http://www.vaccineconfidence.org/ 
Confidence Commentary  
Breaking down Barriers, Building Bridges 
Heidi Larson | 28 Jul, 2018  
   The theme of this year’s AIDS2018—International AIDS Conference, was on the theme of 
“Breaking down Barriers, Building Bridges.”  The opening plenary session included a 
presentation by AIDS physician, Dr. David Malebranche. As I listened to his presentation, there 
were moments that resonated with the tensions and debates around vaccines. 
   Here are some excerpts. The relevance to what is driving wavering vaccine confidence should 
be clear… 
 
 
Vaccine Education Center – Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia  [to 25 Aug 2018] 
http://www.chop.edu/centers-programs/vaccine-education-center 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 25 Aug 2018] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
News / Published: 23 August 2018  
Expert consultation to accelerate advances in nutrition science 
Wellcome and the World Health Organization (WHO) are holding an expert meeting this autumn 
to bring together leading scientists and promising early-career researchers to invigorate 
nutrition science. 
   'Transforming Nutrition Science for Better Health' will be held at Wellcome’s London office 
from 15-17 October. It aims to: 
   ::generate innovative research ideas with the potential to yield new health interventions to 
improve the health and wellbeing of children and adults 
  :: stimulate interdisciplinary exploration and foster collaborative approaches 
   :: inspire younger researchers to pursue careers in nutrition science 
   :: draw public attention to the importance of nutrition and how research improves health. 
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Wellcome and the WHO are gathering around 60 invited experts, world-leading scientists from a 
range of disciplines who are at the cutting edge of thinking about both under- and over-
nutrition, and who focus on different life stages… 
 
 
The Wistar Institute   [to 25 Aug 2018] 
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 25 Aug 2018] 
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2018/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
BIO    [to 25 Aug 2018] 
https://www.bio.org/insights/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
DCVMN – Developing Country Vaccine Manufacturers Network  [to 25 Aug 2018] 
http://www.dcvmn.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
IFPMA   [to 25 Aug 2018] 
http://www.ifpma.org/resources/news-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
PhRMA    [to 25 Aug 2018]  
http://www.phrma.org/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
   *  *  *  * 
 

Reports/Research/Analysis/Commentary/Conferences/Meetings/Book 
Watch/Tenders 
Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review has expanded its coverage of new reports, 
books, research and analysis published independent of the journal channel covered in Journal 
Watch below. Our interests span immunization and vaccines, as well as global public health, 
health governance, and associated themes. If you would like to suggest content to be included 
in this service, please contact David Curry at: david.r.curry@centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.org 

 
No new digest content identified. 

   *  *  *  * 

Journal Watch 
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   Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review continues its weekly scanning of key peer-
reviewed journals to identify and cite articles, commentary and editorials, books reviews and 
other content supporting our focus on vaccine ethics and policy. Journal Watch is not intended 
to be exhaustive, but indicative of themes and issues the Center is actively tracking. We 
selectively provide full text of some editorial and comment articles that are specifically relevant 
to our work. Successful access to some of the links provided may require subscription or other 
access arrangement unique to the publisher.  
     If you would like to suggest other journal titles to include in this service, please contact 
David Curry at: david.r.curry@centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.org 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
August 2018 Volume 46, Issue 8, p851-960, e65-e74  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
August 2018 Volume 55, Issue 2, p133-280, e19-e52  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
August 2018  108(8) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 98, Issue 6, 2018  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/98/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
21 August 2018 Vol: 169, Issue 4  
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
Research and Reporting Methods  
Harms Reporting in Randomized Controlled Trials of Interventions Aimed at 
Modifying Microbiota: A Systematic Review  
Aïda Bafeta, PhD; Mitsuki Koh, MPH; Carolina Riveros, MSc; Philippe Ravaud, MD, PhD 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 25 Aug 2018) 
[No new digest content identified] 
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BMJ Global Health 
July 2018 - Volume 3 - 4 
https://gh.bmj.com/content/3/4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 25 Aug 2018) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 25 Aug 2018) 
Research article 
Measles outbreak propagated by children congregating at water collection points in 
Mayuge District, eastern Uganda, July – October, 2016  
On 12 October, 2016 a measles outbreak was reported in Mayuge District, eastern Uganda. We 
investigated the outbreak to determine its scope, identify risk factors for transmission, evaluate 
vaccination coverag...  
Authors: Robert Kaos Majwala, Lydia Nakiire, Daniel Kadobera, Alex Riolexus Ario, Joy Kusiima, 
Joselyn Annet Atuhairwe, Joseph K. B. Matovu and Bao-Ping Zhu 
Citation: BMC Infectious Diseases 2018 18:412  
Published on: 20 August 2018 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 25 Aug 2018)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 25 Aug 2018)  
Research article 
Simultaneously characterizing the comparative economics of routine female 
adolescent nonavalent human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination and assortativity of 
sexual mixing in Hong Kong Chinese: a modeling analysis  
Although routine vaccination of females before sexual debut against human papillomavirus 
(HPV) has been found to be cost-effective around the world, its cost-benefit has rarely been 
examined. We evaluate both ...  
Authors: Horace C. W. Choi, Mark Jit, Gabriel M. Leung, Kwok-Leung Tsui and Joseph T. Wu 
Citation: BMC Medicine 2018 16:127  
Published on: 17 August 2018 

https://gh.bmj.com/content/3/4
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content
https://bmcinfectdis.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12879-018-3304-5
https://bmcinfectdis.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12879-018-3304-5
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content
https://bmcmedicine.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12916-018-1118-3
https://bmcmedicine.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12916-018-1118-3
https://bmcmedicine.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12916-018-1118-3


 
 

 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 25 Aug 2018) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 25 Aug 2018) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 25 Aug 2018) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Open 
August 2018 - Volume 8 - 8 
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Bulletin of the World Health Organization  
Volume 96, Number 8, August 2018, 513-588 
http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/96/8/en/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Child Care, Health and Development  
Volume 44, Issue 5  Pages: 659-800  September 2018 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13652214/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Therapeutics 
July 2018 Volume 40, Issue 7, p1049-1224  
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 

 
 
Clinical Trials 
Volume 15 Issue 4, August 2018  
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/15/3 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Conflict and Health 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 25 Aug 2018] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Contemporary Clinical Trials 
Volume 71  Pages 1-206 (August 2018) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/contemporary-clinical-trials/vol/71/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases 
August 2018 - Volume 31 - Issue 4  
http://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Developing World Bioethics 
Volume 18, Issue 2   Pages: 65-203  June 2018 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14718847/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development in Practice  
Volume 28, Issue 6, 2018 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness  
Volume 12 - Issue 3 - June 2018  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-
preparedness/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disasters 
Volume 42, Issue 3  Pages: 405-612  July 2018 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677717/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
EMBO Reports 
01 June 2018; volume 19, issue 6 
http://embor.embopress.org/content/19/6?current-issue=y 

http://www.conflictandhealth.com/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/contemporary-clinical-trials/vol/71/suppl/C
http://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14718847/current
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-preparedness/latest-issue
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-preparedness/latest-issue
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677717/current
http://embor.embopress.org/content/19/6?current-issue=y


 
 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Emerging Infectious Diseases 
Volume 24, Number 9—September 2018 
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/ 
Perspective 
Ethics of Infection Control Measures for Carriers of Antimicrobial Drug–Resistant 
Organisms PDF Version[PDF - 1.12 MB - 8 pages]  
Aura Timen  
Abstract  
Many countries have implemented infection control measures directed at carriers of multidrug-
resistant organisms. To explore the ethical implications of these measures, we analyzed 227 
consultations about multidrug resistance and compared them with the literature on 
communicable disease in general. We found that control measures aimed at carriers have a 
range of negative implications. Although moral dilemmas seem similar to those encountered 
while implementing control measures for other infectious diseases, 4 distinct features stand out 
for carriage of multidrug-resistant organisms: carriage presents itself as a state of being; 
carriage has limited relevance for the health of the carrier; carriage has little relevance outside 
healthcare settings; and antimicrobial resistance is a slowly evolving threat on which individual 
carriers have limited effect. These features are of ethical relevance because they influence the 
way we traditionally think about infectious disease control and urge us to pay more attention to 
the personal experience of the individual carrier. 
 
 
Epidemics 
Volume 24   Pages 1-104 (September 2018) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/epidemics/vol/23/suppl/C 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Epidemiology and Infection 
Volume 146 - Issue 11 - August 2018  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/epidemiology-and-infection/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The European Journal of Public Health 
Volume 28, Issue 4, 1 August 2018 
https://academic.oup.com/eurpub/issue/28/4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Health Action  
Volume 11, 2018 – Issue 1   
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/zgha20/11/1?nav=tocList 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Global Health: Science and Practice (GHSP) 
June 2018 | Volume 6 | Number 2  
http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Public Health  
Volume 13, 2017   Issue 10 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgph20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Globalization and Health 
http://www.globalizationandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 25 Aug 2018] 
Debate 
Challenges and dilemmas on universal coverage for non-communicable diseases in 
middle-income countries: evidence and lessons from Mexico  
Despite more than 20 years of reform projects in health systems, the universal coverage 
strategy has not reached the expected results in most middle-income countries (MICs). Using 
evidence from the Mexican cas...  
Authors: Armando Arredondo, Alejandra Azar and Ana Lucia Recaman 
Citation: Globalization and Health 2018 14:89  
Published on: 24 August 2018 
 
Research 
Transnational pharmacogovernance: emergent patterns in the jazz of 
pharmaceutical policy convergence  
As a transnational policy network, the International Council for Harmonization of Technical 
Requirements for Registration of Pharmaceuticals for Human Use (ICH) aligns international 
regulatory standards to address the pressures of globalization on the pharmaceutical industry 
and increase access to new medicines. Founding ICH members include regulators and 
pharmaceutical industry trade associations in the European Union, the United States and Japan. 
In this paper we explore the manner in which state interdependence fosters the conditions for 
regulatory harmonization by tracing the underlying parallels between ICH and member state 
pharmacogovernance to clarify emergent patterns in regulatory policy convergence. 
Authors: Mary Wiktorowicz [School of Health Policy and Management, York University, Toronto, 
Canada, mwiktor@yorku.ca], Kathy Moscou and Joel Lexchin 
Citation: Globalization and Health 2018 14:86  
Published on: 22 August 2018 
 
 
Health Affairs  
Vol. 37 , No. 8  August 2018  
https://www.healthaffairs.org/toc/hlthaff/current 
Medicaid, Markets & More 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Health and Human Rights 
Volume 20, Issue 1, June 2018 
http://www.hhrjournal.org/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Economics, Policy and Law  
Volume 13 - Special Issue 3-4 - July 2018  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/health-economics-policy-and-law/latest-issue 
SPECIAL ISSUE: Canadian Medicare: Historical Reflections, Future Directions  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

 
Health Equity 
Volume 2 Issue 1  Jun 2018 
https://www.liebertpub.com/toc/heq/2/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Health Policy and Planning 
Volume 33, Issue 7, 1 September 2018, 
https://academic.oup.com/heapol/issue/33/7 
Original Articles 
Strategic leadership capacity building for Sub-Saharan African health systems and 
public health governance: a multi-country assessment of essential competencies 
and optimal design for a Pan African DrPH  
Irene Akua Agyepong; Uta Lehmann; Elizeus Rutembemberwa; Suzanne M Babich; Edith 
Frimpong ...  
Health Policy and Planning, Volume 33, Issue suppl_2, 1 July 2018, Pages ii35–ii49, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/heapol/czx162 
 
 
Health Research Policy and Systems 
http://www.health-policy-systems.com/content 
[Accessed 25 Aug 2018] 
Commentary 
  |   22 August 2018  
Health policy and systems research: the future of the field  
…Globally, population health is being challenged in different ways, from climate change and 
growing air pollution and toxic environmental exposure to food insecurity, massive population 
migration and refugee crises, to emerging and re-emerging diseases. Each of these trends 
reinforce each other and concentrate their harms on the most vulnerable populations. Multi-
level governance, together with novel regulatory strategies and socially oriented investments, 
are key to successful action against many of the new challenges, with HPSR guiding their 
design and evolution… 
Authors: David H. Peters 
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Humanitarian Exchange Magazine 
Number 72  July 2018 
https://odihpn.org/magazine/mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-in-humanitarian-crises/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

 
Human Vaccines & Immunotherapeutics (formerly Human Vaccines) 
Volume 14, Issue 7 2018 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/khvi20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 

 
 
Infectious Agents and Cancer  
http://www.infectagentscancer.com/content 
[Accessed 25 Aug 2018] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Infectious Diseases of Poverty  
http://www.idpjournal.com/content 
[Accessed 25 Aug 2018]  
 [No new digest content identified] 
 
 
International Health 
Volume 10, Issue 4, 1 July 2018 
http://inthealth.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Community Medicine and Public Health 
Vol 5, No 9 (2018)  September 2018 
http://www.ijcmph.com/index.php/ijcmph/issue/view/42 
Original Research Articles 
Vaccine news in India: trend and content analysis of online mass media 
Manoja Kumar Das, Deepak Singh 
Abstract 
Background: The media news influence shapes the public sentiments and behaviour. The recent 
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behaviour in India. The objective was to study the profile and sentiments of online media news 
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Abstract 
Background: Many families lack accurate information and knowledge about need for 
immunization, the need for subsequent dose(s), and the importance of completing the entire 
immunization schedule. Considering this fact present study was undertaken to identify the 
factors influencing knowledge of parents regarding immunization. 
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Editorial 
India's mega health reforms: treatment for half a billion 
The Lancet 
Technocrats and functionaries are hastily putting the final touches to India's mega health 
insurance scheme following Prime Minister Narendra Modi's announcement that the programme 
will be launched nationwide on Sept 25. The scheme aims to provide up to 100 million poor 
families with approximately INR500 000 (US$7100) in annual health insurance coverage to pay 
for secondary or tertiary hospital care. It is one of the components of a flagship initiative known 
in Hindi as Ayushman Bharat or “India blessed with long life”, which includes developments in 
primary health services and health promotion. 
 
With his eyes firmly fixed on next year's national elections, Prime Minister Modi unveiled the 
start date of the next part of the world's biggest health reforms during his Independence Day 
speech at New Delhi's Red Fort on Aug 15. At the same time, trials of the scheme—known 
colloquially as Modicare—were launched in 110 districts in 14 states and Union Territories 
across the country. Critics of the scheme, estimated to cost the Government US$1·7 billion in 
the first 2 years, fear doctors and hospitals responsible for delivering treatments will be left out 
of pocket. They say current Government tariffs to be offered for specialised operations and 
procedures—including coronary stenting—have been pitched unrealistically low. 
 
News of the imminent launch of the secondary care scheme comes after the opening of the first 
so-called health and wellness centre on April 14. A further 150 000 similar facilities are planned 
as part of the ongoing programme aiming to provide universal health care to India by 2022. 
Proponents of the ambitious plans accept that difficulties might occur in the initial stages and 
possibly even for longer, but, they argue, to set up a system providing comprehensive health 
care for up to half a billion people and possibly more—the biggest on the planet—is bound to 
require time to bed in. Setting up such a programme has undoubtedly required heroic efforts. 
The implementation, running, and monitoring of the initiative will necessitate a continued 
commitment to ensure the fundamental right of all Indian people to adequate health care. 
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Anthony S. Fauci, M.D. 
  … The burden of tickborne diseases seems likely to continue to grow substantially. Prevention 
and management are hampered by suboptimal diagnostics, lack of treatment options for 
emerging viruses, and a paucity of vaccines. If public health and biomedical research 
professionals accelerate their efforts to address this threat, we may be able to fill these gaps. 
Meanwhile, clinicians should advise patients to use insect repellent and wear long pants when 
walking in the woods or tending their gardens — and check themselves for ticks when they are 
done… 
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August 21, 2018 · Research Article  
Introduction: Using Interrupted Time Series Analysis and generalized estimating equations, this 
study identifies factors that influence the size and significance of Hurricane Sandy’s estimated 
impact on HIV testing in 90 core-based statistical areas from January 1, 2011 to December 31, 
2013. 
Methods: Generalized estimating equations were used to examine the effects of 
sociodemographic and storm-related variables on relative change in HIV testing resulting from 
Interrupted Time Series analyses. 
Results: There is a significant negative relationship between HIV prevalence and the relative 
change in testing at all time periods. A one unit increase in HIV prevalence corresponds to a 
35% decrease in relative testing the week of the storm and a 14% decrease in relative testing 
at week twelve. Building loss was also negatively associated with relative change for all time 
points. For example, a one unit increase in building loss at week 0 corresponds with an 8% 
decrease in the relative change in testing (p=0.0001) and a 2% at week twelve (p=0.001). 
Discussion: Our results demonstrate that HIV testing can be negatively affected during public 
health emergencies. Communities with high percentages of building loss and significant HIV 
disease burden should prioritize resumption of testing to support HIV prevention. 
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Significance 
Dengue virus (DENV) vaccine development is complicated by the existence of four genetically 
diverse DENV serotypes. A high degree of antigenic match between vaccine strains and 
circulating DENVs may be important to achieve high vaccine efficacy (VE). Using data from two 
phase 3 trials of the CYD-TDV vaccine, we assessed whether and how VE against virologically 
confirmed dengue varied with amino acid sequence characteristics and genotypes of the 
disease-causing DENVs. VE decreased with the degree of amino acid dissimilarity between the 
vaccine insert and disease-causing DENVs. After accounting for differential VE by serotype, this 
effect seemed to occur only for younger children, who also had lower baseline seropositivity 
and potentially a less broadly protective immune response. 
Abstract 
Two phase 3 placebo-controlled trials of the CYD-TDV vaccine, evaluated in children aged 2−14 
y (CYD14) and 9−16 y (CYD15), demonstrated vaccine efficacy (VE) of 56.5% and 60.8%, 
respectively, against symptomatic virologically confirmed dengue (VCD). Sieve analyses were 
conducted to evaluate whether and how VE varied with amino acid sequence features of 
dengue viruses (DENVs). DENV premembrane/envelope amino acid sequences from VCD 
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endpoint cases were aligned with the vaccine insert sequences, and extensions of the 
proportional hazards model were applied to assess variation in VE with amino acid mismatch 
proportion distances from vaccine strains, individual amino acid residues, and phylogenetic 
genotypes. In CYD14, VE against VCD of any serotype (DENV-Any) decreased significantly with 
increasing amino acid distance from the vaccine, whereas in CYD15, VE against DENV-Any was 
distance-invariant. Restricting to the common age range and amino acid distance range 
between the trials and accounting for differential VE by serotype, however, showed no evidence 
of VE variation with distance in either trial. In serotype-specific analyses, VE against DENV4 
decreased significantly with increasing amino acid distance from the DENV4 vaccine insert and 
was significantly greater against residue-matched DENV4 at eight signature positions. These 
effects were restricted to 2- to 8-y-olds, potentially because greater seropositivity of older 
children at baseline might facilitate a broader protective immune response. The relevance of an 
antigenic match between vaccine strains and circulating DENVs was also supported by greater 
estimated VE against serotypes and genotypes for which the circulating DENVs had shorter 
amino acid sequence distances from the vaccine. 
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founded a new method of vaccination: the direct inoculation of purified DNA encoding the 
target antigen. 
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Abstract 
The purpose of this study is to understand among a convenience sample of 400 adults aged 60 
years of age or older (1) reasons for being willing or unwilling to participate in a vaccine clinical 
research study and (2) overall perceptions about vaccine clinical research. A cross-sectional 
study using a sample of older adults residing in the metro-Atlanta area and surrounding 
neighborhoods was conducted. The study questionnaire contained 37 questions, including 
questions about socio-demographics and perceptions about clinical trial processes. Statistical 
analysis was conducted using logistic regression. The adjusted modeling results indicated that 
sex, distance to research clinic, and being informed about the research findings played a role in 
the likelihood of an elderly person participating in a vaccine study. Males were more likely to 
participate in clinical trials as compared to females (OR: 2.486; CI: 1.042⁻5.934). Most 
participants were willing to travel up to 25 miles from the research clinic. Of the respondents, 
45% were unlikely to participate if the results of the current trial are not shared. Improving 
access to clinical trials in terms of distance traveled and ensuring streamlined processes to 
inform participants about the results of the trial in the future would increase willingness to 
participate in vaccine clinical trials. The survey could serve as a useful tool for conducting 
vaccine studies and other clinical trials by understanding the barriers specific to the elderly.  
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  This watch section is intended to alert readers to substantive news, analysis and opinion from 
the general media and selected think tanks and similar organizations on vaccines, immunization, 
global public health and related themes. Media Watch is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative of themes and issues CVEP is actively tracking. This section will grow from an initial 
base of newspapers, magazines and blog sources, and is segregated from Journal Watch above 
which scans the peer-reviewed journal ecology.  
  We acknowledge the Western/Northern bias in this initial selection of titles and invite 
suggestions for expanded coverage. We are conservative in our outlook in adding news sources 
which largely report on primary content we are already covering above. Many electronic media 
sources have tiered, fee-based subscription models for access. We will provide full-text where 
content is published without restriction, but most publications require registration and some 
subscription level. 
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Russia trolls 'spreading vaccination misinformation' to create discord 
24 August 2018 
   Social media bots and Russian trolls have been spreading disinformation about vaccines on 
Twitter to create social discord and distribute malware, US researchers say. 
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   Troll accounts that had attempted to influence the US election had also been tweeting about 
vaccines, a study says. 
   Many posted both pro- and anti-vaccination messages to create "false equivalency", the study 
found.. 
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Vaccination faltersAnti-vax fears drive a measles outbreak in Europe 
Immunity rates in parts of Europe are lower than in some African countries 
Print edition | Europe 
Aug 25th 2018 
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Aug 25, 2018,  
The Vaccination Debacle 
Julian Vigo Contributor  
   The topic of vaccination invariably provokes polarized debates, often manifesting in Twitter 
and Facebook. This is the case on my wall at this moment after I posted an article about the 
recent measles outbreak in Europe which shows 41,000 cases of measles recorded during first 
six months of 2018 surpassing the annual totals of every year since 2013. This is not chicanery, 
this is not scare-mongering. This is a fact. And the level of vitriol surrounding this subject is par 
with debates about gun control while the debate looks more like faith-based debates around 
Creationism being taught in schools… 
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Fri 24 Aug 2018  
   An outbreak of Ebola in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) has reached a pivotal 
moment and now endangers medical teams fighting to stop the spread of the disease, health 
workers have said. 
   Dr Peter Salama, the World Health Organisation’s emergencies chief, said there were 103 
confirmed and probable cases in the outbreak, which is centred in the eastern province of North 
Kivu, and that another wave of cases was expected… 
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Congo: 2 Who Received Experimental Ebola Treatment Recover 
By The Associated Press 
Aug. 25, 2018 
   KINSHASA, Congo — Congo's health ministry says two of the first 10 people to receive an 
experimental treatment for the Ebola virus in the latest outbreak have recovered, and 
monitoring could show what role the treatment played. 
   The head of the World Health Organization on Saturday congratulated Congo's government 
for making several experimental treatments available in this Ebola outbreak, calling it "a global 
first, and a ray of hope for people with the disease." 
   The two people received the mAb114 treatment isolated from a survivor of an Ebola outbreak 
in 1995. It was the first of five experimental treatments Congo approved for use in the outbreak 
that was declared on Aug. 1. The others are ZMapp, Remdesivir, Favipiravir and Regn3450 - 
3471 - 3479… 
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Brazil Health Ministry Says 4 Million Kids Need Vaccinations 
Brazil's health officials say more than 4 million children still need to be vaccinated against 
measles. 
Aug. 24, 2018 
 
UN Warns of a Possible New Cholera Epidemic in Yemen 
| 22 August 2018 
   The United Nations is warning of a possible "third wave" of the cholera epidemic in Yemen, 
which is already "the largest outbreak on record." … 
 
Wall Street Journal 
http://online.wsj.com/home-page?_wsjregion=na,us&_homepage=/home/us 
Accessed 25 Aug 2018 
[No new, unique, relevant content] 
 
Washington Post 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/ 

http://www.newyorker.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/
https://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2018/08/25/world/africa/ap-af-congo-ebola.html
https://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2018/08/24/world/americas/ap-lt-brazil-measles.html
https://gavi.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0f6cc018d6010889acd6f9d31&id=0d13a289e4&e=7383dcffa1
http://online.wsj.com/home-page?_wsjregion=na,us&_homepage=/home/us
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
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Russian trolls and Twitter bots exploit vaccine controversy  
Carolyn Y. Johnson · Aug 23, 2018  
   Public health experts battling dangerous misinformation about the safety of vaccines have a 
new foe: Twitter bots and Russian trolls. 
   Researchers found bots and Russian trolls mentioned vaccines more often than the average 
Twitter account over a three-year period, but for different reasons. Russian trolls stoked the 
debate by tweeting pro- and anti-vaccine messages in an apparent attempt to sow division, 
while bots that spread malicious software appeared to use anti-vaccine messages that inflame 
strong responses from both sides to attract clicks. 
   “Apparently only the elite get ‘clean’ #vaccines. And what do we, normal ppl, get?! 
#VaccinateUS,” a Russian troll account tweeted in one of the messages that stood out to 
researchers because of the unusual line it drew between vaccine fearmongering and income 
inequality… 
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maintains an academic affiliation with the Division of Medical Ethics, NYU School of Medicine, 
and an operating affiliation with the Vaccine Education Center of Children’s Hospital of 
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