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Milestones :: Perspectives 
 
2018 Assessment Report of the Global Vaccine Action Plan – IMMUNIZATION 
TODAY AND IN THE NEXT DECADE 
SAGE/WHO | November 2018 :: 36 pages 
[Selected excerpts; Text bolding from original] 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  
Immunization has proven the test of time as one of public health’s most cost-effective 
interventions. In 2017, the number of children immunized – 116.2 million – was the highest 
ever reported. The Region of the Americas achieved maternal and neonatal tetanus elimination, 
leaving only 15 countries yet to achieve elimination. Since 2010, 113 countries have introduced 
new vaccines, and more than 20 million additional children have been vaccinated.  
 
Nevertheless, this year starkly illustrates how easily hard-won gains are lost. Because of 
low coverage nationally, or pockets of low coverage, multiple WHO regions have been hit with 
large measles and diphtheria outbreaks causing many deaths. The continued detection of 
circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus is further evidence that national immunization 
programmes are not achieving the goal of reaching every child.  
 
To spur action, the Global Vaccine Action Plan set ambitious goals, and it remains the case that 
most targets will not be met by the end of the Decade of Vaccines in 2020. DTP3 and first-dose 
measles vaccine coverage have plateaued globally at 85%. Progress towards the eradication of 
wild poliovirus and the elimination of measles, rubella, and maternal and neonatal tetanus is 
currently too slow to be achieved by the end of the decade.  
 
This picture provides a backdrop for discussions of the future of immunization after 2020, the 
final year of the Decade of Vaccines. The next decade is likely to be volatile and uncertain. 
Continuing mass urbanization and migration, population growth, geopolitical uncertainty and 
conflict, and natural disasters and environmental disruption will present major challenges to 
national immunization systems.  
 
To meet these challenges, the immunization community must seek to maintain its hard-won 
gains but also aim to do more and to do things better, which may involve doing things 
differently. Equity must continue to be a strong driver, to ensure that everyone enjoys the 
benefits of immunization, including the most disadvantaged, marginalized and hard-to-reach 
populations, particularly those displaced or otherwise affected by natural disasters and conflict.  
 
Integration will be central to achieving future goals. Partnerships have been key to the 
successes of the Global Vaccine Action Plan, and will be critical to the future. Immunization is 
a central pillar of universal health coverage, providing an infrastructure on which effective 
and equitable health systems can be constructed. Through this integration, immunization can 
contribute to multiple Sustainable Development Goals as well as global health security and 
the battle against antimicrobial resistance.  
 
Countries will be at the heart of a future immunization strategy. Regions will have a 
key role to play in supporting the development of national immunization systems, while global 
immunization partners will continue working together to create an enabling environment for 
immunization.  

https://gavi.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0f6cc018d6010889acd6f9d31&id=617392d8cd&e=7383dcffa1
https://gavi.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0f6cc018d6010889acd6f9d31&id=617392d8cd&e=7383dcffa1


 
 

 
As attention now turns to strengthening immunization post-2020, 2017’s outbreaks are a 
sobering reminder that no country can take its eye off the ball: effective national immunization 
systems require ongoing nurturing, political commitment and public support. All countries need 
to see immunization systems as core to their health systems, and all citizens need to see 
immunization as a basic human right. In their absence, countries, regions and the world as a 
whole are less healthy, less safe and less prosperous. We become complacent at our own 
peril… 
 
8. CONCLUSION  
More people than ever before benefited from immunization in 2017. Although the world remains 
off track to reach many of the goals set out in the Global Vaccine Action Plan, these were 
designed to be ambitious and stretching, and it is important not to lose sight of the great 
progress that has been made. Even so, the consequences of not achieving global goals have 
been vividly illustrated with the resurgence of measles and diphtheria and the persistence of 
poliovirus and maternal and neonatal tetanus.  
 
The final years of the Decade of Vaccines provide us with an opportunity to drive forward 
immunization in pursuit of the Global Vaccine Action Plan goals. Past successes illustrate what 
can be achieved by countries prioritizing immunization, producing integrated development 
plans, and working with national, regional and global partners on their implementation. Despite 
many challenges, between 2011 and 2017, an additional 20 million children were vaccinated – 
but we can do even better.  
 
Now is the time to learn the lessons from the Decade of Vaccines to shape a post-2020 strategy 
that enables the world to sustain its hard-won gains and expand the benefits of immunization to 
those currently missing out and to older age groups. The next chapter of immunization must 
also be one of integration, with immunization consolidating its position as a pillar of universal 
health coverage and primary healthcare, and contributing to the safer, healthier and more 
prosperous world envisioned in the Sustainable Development Goals. 
 
9. RECOMMENDATIONS  
Countries, regions and global immunization partners should commit to developing 
an integrated post-2020 global immunization strategy:  
   :: A comprehensive review should be undertaken of progress, impact and implementation of 
the Global Vaccine Action Plan to inform a post-2020 strategy.  
   :: The monitoring and evaluation framework for the Global Vaccine Action Plan should be 
reviewed to inform the development of a revised framework for a post-2020 strategy.  
   :: A post-2020 strategy should build on the lessons learned during the Decade of Vaccines 
and draw upon the key themes identified in this 2018 Assessment Report.  
 
Global Vaccine Action Plan priorities, adapted to reflect changing contexts and 
lessons learned, should drive immunization activities until the end of the Decade of 
Vaccines:  
   :: A major focus should be tailored country support to build and sustain robust and effective 
national immunization systems aligned with national plans for achieving universal health 
coverage.  



 
 

   :: A best practice framework should be developed to ensure equitable access to immunization 
services for migrant, displaced and disadvantaged populations, including those affected by 
humanitarian emergencies.  
   :: Nurturing individual and community demand for immunization should be given high priority 
within countries.  
 
The contributions of research to immunization should be enhanced and expanded:  
   :: Vaccine research and development (R&D): Connections between vaccine R&D and 
implementation communities should be further strengthened to ensure close collaboration in 
new product design, development and evaluation.  
   :: Immunization systems: More use should be made of implementation, operational and other 
research to improve the performance of national immunization systems, and to evaluate 
innovations in service delivery to reach underserved populations.  
   :: Immunization research capacity in low- and middle-income countries should be developed 
across all these areas.  
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Featured Journal Content 
 
Human Vaccines & Immunotherapeutics (formerly Human Vaccines) 
Volume 14, Issue 10, 2018 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/khvi20/current 
Editor’s Letter 
   In this issue of Human Vaccines & Immunotherapeutics we are delighted to present a 
Special Focus on Vaccination in Africa, which introduces recent work in vaccinology on the 
continent. We welcome you to read the Editorial Introduction by Dr. Shabir Madhi of University 
of the Witwatersrand, which provides an overview of, and the context for, the 15 articles in this 
section (Madhi, p. 2335)… 
 
Editorial 
Special focus on challenges and opportunities for the development and use of 
vaccines in Africa 
Shabir A. Madhi & Helen Rees 
Pages: 2335-2339 
Published online: 27 Sep 2018 
ABSTRACT 
Immunization of children against vaccine-preventable diseases is one of the most cost-effective 
and potentially equitable public health interventions. Nevertheless, approximately 19.9 million of 
the world’s annual birth cohort are either under-immunized or have not been vaccinated at all. 
Understanding the factors contributing to under-immunization in settinsg such as sub-Saharan 
Africa which bears a disproportionate burden of vaccine preventable diseases is key to 
unlocking the full potential that vaccines offer in reducing under-5 morbidity and mortality. The 
series or articles in this issue of the Journal, mainly through systematic analysis of District 
Health Surveillance data bases from 35 countries, highlight the challenges faced in improving 
vaccination coverage rates in sub-Saharan Africa which has stagnated at approximately 72% for 
completion of the primary series of infant vaccines over the past decade. The reasons for 

http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/khvi20/current
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/21645515.2018.1522921
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/21645515.2018.1522921
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Madhi%2C+Shabir+A
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Rees%2C+Helen


 
 

under-immunization of children is sub-Saharan Africa is identified to be multi-factorial and may 
differ between and within countries. This highlights the need for country-specific, possibly at a 
district or sub-regional level, interrogation of factors contributing to under-immunization of 
children, to work toward providing Universal Health Coverage as envisioned in the Sustainable 
Development Goals. 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
United Nations humanitarian convoy to Rukban: UNICEF delivers lifesaving 
vaccines, medicines and nutritional supplies for 50,000 people 
DAMASCUS 8 November 2018 – UNICEF, with United Nations partners and the Syrian Arab Red 
Crescent, concluded a six-day humanitarian aid convoy to Rukban camp in southeast Syria near 
the Jordanian border. This is the first convoy to the camp from within Syria, where nearly 
50,000 people live, the majority of whom are women and children. The last aid delivery to the 
area was in January from Jordan. 
 
UNICEF sent 21 trucks of humanitarian assistance as part of the convoy and supported 21 
vaccinators with vaccines, cold chain equipment and medical supplies to immunize 10,000 
children against measles, polio and other childhood diseases in the camp. This has been one of 
the most complex humanitarian operations in Syria with over 75 trucks and more than 100 
humanitarian and logistics workers delivering aid to people in need in Syria south-eastern desert 
conditions.  
 
“Children and women in Rukban have had extremely limited access to health services amid 
worsening conditions,” said Fran Equiza, UNICEF Representative in Syria. “UNICEF advocated 
extensively with all relevant parties to include vaccinators in the convoy to protect children 
against life-threatening diseases.” 
 
“Most children under-five years old had never been vaccinated,” said Dr. Husam 
Eddine Baradee, UNICEF’s Health & Nutrition Officer who accompanied the convoy. 
“Despite the challenges we were able to vaccinate 5,100 children in the few days we 
had access to the camp, yet we absolutely need sustained access as thousands more 
children still need to be immunised.” 
 
UNICEF staff described the conditions in the camp as dire with many people having to survive 
on just one meal a day. “I barely eat anything at all because my priority is to feed my children,” 
a mother told UNICEF “I get dizzy when I breastfeed these days.” She added UNICEF’s supplies 
sent with the convoy included much-needed health, nutrition, water and sanitation supplies in 
addition to winter clothing for children under-14 years old and basic medicines, including 
antibiotics. 
 
UNICEF calls on all parties to the conflict to allow all those displaced to voluntarily return to 
their homes or a place of their choosing in safety and dignity and guarantee sustained 
humanitarian access to be able to deliver assistance to all children in need in Rukban and 
elsewhere in Syria. 
 
::::::  

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/united-nations-humanitarian-convoy-rukban-unicef-delivers-lifesaving-vaccines
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/united-nations-humanitarian-convoy-rukban-unicef-delivers-lifesaving-vaccines
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/united-nations-humanitarian-convoy-rukban-unicef-delivers-lifesaving-vaccines
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/united-nations-humanitarian-convoy-rukban-unicef-delivers-lifesaving-vaccines


 
 

::::::  
 
World leaders pledge US$1 billion to transform health and nutrition of world’s 
poorest women, children and adolescents 
World Bank  
Published on 06 Nov 2018  
- Ten new investors—Burkina Faso, Côte d'Ivoire, Denmark, the European Commission, 
Germany, Japan, Laerdal Global Health, the Netherlands, Qatar and an anonymous donor—have 
joined since the launch of the Global Financing Facility replenishment. They join existing funders 
the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, Canada, MSD for Mothers, Norway, and the United 
Kingdom to fund the GFF to improve the health and nutrition of women, children and 
adolescents. 
 
- US$1 billion pledged to the GFF Trust Fund in Oslo today is expected to link to an additional 
US$7.5 billion in IDA/IBRD resources for women, children and adolescents’ health and nutrition. 
 
- Burkina Faso reaffirmed its commitment to allocating at least 15% of its annual budget to 
improve health; Côte d'Ivoire committed to increasing its health budget 15% annually; and 
Nigeria recommitted to investing US$150 million per year from its budget to sustainably finance 
health and nutrition of women, children and adolescents. 
 
- US$1 billion will help the GFF partnership on the pathway toward expanding to as many as 50 
countries with the greatest needs, to transform how health and nutrition are financed. 
Alongside other global health initiatives, this can contribute to saving and improving millions of 
lives by 2030. 
 
OSLO, NORWAY – The Global Financing Facility (GFF) in Support of Every Woman 
Every Child today announced US$1.005 billion in contributions from the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation, Burkina Faso, Canada, Côte d'Ivoire the European 
Commission, Denmark, Germany, Japan, Laerdal Global Health, the Netherlands, 
Norway, Qatar and the United Kingdom. This will help the GFF partnership on the pathway 
toward expanding to as many as 50 countries with the greatest health and nutrition needs and 
contribute to saving and improving millions of lives by 2030. The event today was an important 
milestone toward the goal of raising as much as US$2 billion to expand to a total of 50 
countries; the GFF is expecting additional pledges from new and existing investors who are 
considering new multi-year commitments. 
 
The GFF is a catalyst for health financing that is helping countries to transform how 
they invest in women, children and adolescents because for too long, their health and 
nutrition has been chronically and persistently de-prioritized and underfunded—resulting in the 
preventable deaths of 5 million women and children every year. The GFF helps countries in 
three specific ways: 
   [1] developing an investment case and implementation plan prioritizing reproductive, 
maternal, newborn, child and adolescent health and nutrition and a strong primary health care 
system; 
   [2] strengthening a country-led platform that aligns all key stakeholders around a prioritized 
health and nutrition plan; and 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2018/11/06/world-leaders-pledge-us1-billion-to-transform-health-and-nutrition-of-worlds-poorest-women-children-and-adolescents
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2018/11/06/world-leaders-pledge-us1-billion-to-transform-health-and-nutrition-of-worlds-poorest-women-children-and-adolescents


 
 

   [3] working with countries to mobilize and coordinate the financial resources needed to 
accelerate progress for the most vulnerable populations in the hardest-to-reach regions. 
 
…More than 2 billion people live in countries that spend less than $25 per capita on health. This 
is less than a third of what is needed for countries to provide basic, life-saving health services 
for their people. Through working with the GFF, Burkina Faso, Côte d'Ivoire, Nigeria and other 
GFF-supported countries have shown that it is possible for all countries to improve their future 
and invest in the most vulnerable people in their societies by increasing investment in health. It 
also demonstrates that generous, but relatively small financial contributions can—when aligned 
and spent catalytically and efficiently in support of national investment cases—have exponential 
impact by mobilizing additional financing and saving millions of lives… 
 
…Today the World Bank, which hosts the GFF, announced that in just the last three years, 
US$482 million in funding from the GFF Trust Fund had been linked to US$3.4 billion in funding 
from the World Bank’s International Development Association (IDA) and International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development (IBRD). The US$1.005 billion pledged to the GFF Trust Fund 
in Oslo today is expected to link to an additional US$7.5 billion in IDA/IBRD resources for 
women, children and adolescents’ health and nutrition. 
 
Additionally, in partnership with the GFF, the World Bank announced that the World 
Bank Treasury had launched a series of Sustainable Development Bonds to raise 
awareness among investors of the significant and long-lasting benefits of investing in the health 
and nutrition of women, children and adolescents, and that these have raised US$935 million 
since June 2018. These bonds bring private capital into the IBRD financing pool and serve as an 
entry point for investors to become aware of the growing opportunities in sustainable 
investments. To reduce barriers for countries to access these funds, the GFF provides co-
financing and loan buy-down grants that enable governments to catalyze public and private 
funds for investing in the health and nutrition of women, children and adolescents. 
 
…The GFF was founded in 2015 by the World Bank, the governments of Canada and Norway, 
the United Nations and other partners. As a pathfinder for innovative financing of the SDGs the 
GFF is helping to address the unfinished agenda of women, children and adolescents’ health 
and nutrition and to close the financing gap. 
 
About the Global Financing Facility 
   The Global Financing Facility (GFF) is a multi-stakeholder partnership that is helping countries 
tackle the greatest health and nutrition issues affecting women, children and adolescents. The 
GFF Trust Fund is supported by the Governments of Burkina Faso, Canada, Denmark, the 
European Commission, Germany, Japan, the Netherlands, Norway, Qatar, and the United 
Kingdom; the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation; Laerdal Global Health; MSD for Mothers; and an 
anonymous donor. The GFF supports governments to bring partners together around a country-
led plan, prioritizing high-impact but underinvested areas of health. The GFF Trust Fund acts as 
a catalyst for financing, with countries using modest GFF Trust Fund grants to significantly 
increase their domestic resources alongside the World Bank’s IDA and IBRD financing, aligned 
external financing, and private sector resources. Each relatively small external investment is 
multiplied by countries’ own commitments—generating a large return on investment, ultimately 
saving and improving lives. Learn more: www.globalfinancingfacility.org and @theGFF 
 

https://www.globalfinancingfacility.org/
http://www.globalfinancingfacility.org/
https://twitter.com/thegff


 
 

::::::  
::::::  
 
Ebola - Democratic Republic of the Congo  
 
14: Situation report on the Ebola outbreak in North Kivu   
6 November 2018 
   The Ebola virus disease (EVD) outbreak in North Kivu and Ituri provinces, Democratic 
Republic of the Congo continues to be closely monitored by the Ministry of Health (MoH), WHO 
and partners. Since WHO’s last situation report issued on 30 October 2018 (External Situation 
Report 13) reporting on data as of 28 October, an additional 26 new confirmed EVD cases and 
12 new deaths have been reported. Cases were reported from Beni (n=16), Butembo (n=6), 
Mabalako (n=2), Kalunguta (n=1) and Vuhovi (n=1) – a health zone between Beni and 
Butembo. The two cases reported in Mabalako are a mother and her new-born, residing and 
identified in Beni, who were transferred to the Mabalako Ebola treatment centre (ETC). Among 
the new confirmed cases from Beni were two nurses, thus bringing the number of affected 
health workers to 27, including 26 confirmed and three deaths. Among the 12 deaths reported, 
six occurred in ETCs and six occurred outside of ETCs (4 in Beni, 1 in Butembo, 1 in Vuhovi)… 
 
 
DONs Ebola virus disease – Democratic Republic of the Congo   
1 November 2018 
[Excerpts] 
…Vaccination: As of 31 October, 174 vaccination rings have been defined, in addition to 38 
rings of health and frontline worker. To date, 27 360 eligible and consented people have been 
vaccinated, including 9106 health and frontline workers and 7256 children… 
WHO risk assessment  
…As the risk of national and regional spread is very high, it is important for neighbouring 
provinces and countries to enhance surveillance and preparedness activities. The IHR 
Emergency Committee has advised that failing to intensify these preparedness and surveillance 
activities would lead to worsening conditions and further spread. WHO will continue to work 
with neighbouring countries and partners to ensure that health authorities are alerted and are 
operationally prepared to respond.  
 
::::::  
 
New measures and strong partnership having positive impact on Ebola response in 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
8 November 2018   WHO News Release 
New measures to overcome challenges in the response to the Ebola outbreak in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (DRC) are having a positive impact, although the outbreak remains 
dangerous and unpredictable, the United Nations Department of Peacekeeping and the World 
Health Organization (WHO) said after a joint mission to assess the outbreak.  
 
WHO Director-General Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus and United Nations Under-Secretary-
General for Peacekeeping Jean-Pierre Lacroix yesterday travelled with the Minister of Health, Dr 
Oly Ilunga Kalenga, to the city of Beni in eastern DRC, the epicentre of the outbreak, where 
they met health workers, civil society representatives, peacekeeping troops and local 

http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/275757/SITREP_EVD_DRC_20181106-eng.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/csr/don/01-november-2018-ebola-drc/en/
http://www.who.int/news-room/detail/08-11-2018-new-measures-and-strong-partnership-having-positive-impact-on-ebola-response-in-the-democratic-republic-of-the-congo
http://www.who.int/news-room/detail/08-11-2018-new-measures-and-strong-partnership-having-positive-impact-on-ebola-response-in-the-democratic-republic-of-the-congo


 
 

authorities. 
 
The United Nations Stabilization Mission in the DRC, MONUSCO, has recently taken an active 
approach to armed groups operating in North Kivu, which has contributed to a period of calm in 
and around the city of Beni, although some attacks have continued in surrounding villages. 
 
Under the leadership of the Ministry of Health, WHO and partners are also making greater use 
of community surveillance, in which community members are trained to conduct contact tracing 
activities in areas that outsiders have difficulty accessing. This has contributed to a decline in 
new cases over the past two weeks, although the situation remains of grave concern. 
 
Mr Lacroix and Dr Tedros also met DRC Prime Minister Bruno Tshibala to share their 
observations and recommendations and to discuss how best to support the government’s 
response to the outbreak… 
 
Since the outbreak began in August, there have been 308 cases and 191 deaths, about half of 
which have been in Beni, a city of 800,000 people. The current outbreak is the country’s 10th 
and is on track to surpass the previous largest outbreak, which was in Yambuku in 1976 when 
there were 318 cases and 280 people died.  
 
MONUSCO has provided support to the Ebola response since the beginning of the outbreak 
through the provision of logistical support, office facilities, transportation, communication and 
security. 
 
Ebola response teams have sometimes faced difficulties on the ground, with misinformation and 
mistrust due to decades of conflict contributing to a reluctance with some local populations to 
allow Ebola response teams to vaccinate, conduct contact tracing and perform safe and 
dignified burials. Community engagement activities have helped address concerns and most 
local communities have proven supportive and are keenly aware of the dangers of Ebola and 
the importance of ending the outbreak.  
 
“The fact that we have so far prevented Ebola from spreading into neighbouring countries is a 
testament to the hard work and determination of staff from all partners,” said Dr Tedros.  “As 
complex and challenging as this outbreak is, I am confident that working together with the 
Ministry of Health, MONUSCO and all our partners, we can and will end it.” 
 
WHO has almost 280 staff in North Kivu, supporting hundreds more from the Ministry of Health 
and partners.  
 
Six treatment centres have been built, where 91 patients are currently being treated. The 
centres are operated by the Ministry of Health and partners including ALIMA, Médecins Sans 
Frontières and the International Medical Corps. Each treatment centre is supported by a mobile 
laboratory to rapidly diagnose cases and guide treatment.  
 
To date, 27,000 people have been vaccinated against Ebola, and almost every new patient 
receives one of 4 investigational treatments, something which was never previously possible 
during an Ebola outbreak. While mourning those who have died, they noted that 91 people 
have recovered and returned to their communities thanks to the hard work and joint efforts of 



 
 

national and international responders.  
 
Mr Lacroix and Dr Tedros paid tribute to the dedication of staff from WHO, MONUSCO, the 
Ministry of Health and all partners who are fighting a dangerous outbreak in extremely difficult 
conditions… 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
Polio this week as of 06 November2018 [GPEI] 
:: The Semi-Annual Status Report for January-June 2018 was recently published with detailed 
narrative for each of the Endgame Plan strategic objectives. 
 
Summary of new viruses this week: 
Democratic Republic of Congo – two new cases of circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus 
type 2 (cVDPV2) 
Pakistan – Two new cases of wild poliovirus (WPV1) and two WPV1 positive environmental 
samples. 
Niger- one new case of circulating vaccine-driven polio virus type 2 (cVDPV2). 
Nigeria – four new cases of circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2) 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Editor’s Note: 
WHO has posted a refreshed emergencies page which presents an updated listing of Grade 
3,2,1 emergencies as below. 
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 10 Nov 2018 ] 
Democratic Republic of the Congo  
:: 14: Situation report on the Ebola outbreak in North Kivu  6 November 2018 
:: DONs Ebola virus disease – Democratic Republic of the Congo   8 November 2018  
[See Milestones above for more detail] 
 
Bangladesh - Rohingya crisis  
:: Weekly Situation Report 49 - 1 November 2018 pdf, 410kb 
 
Nigeria  
:: WHO supports cholera vaccination in critical States of the Northwest region  
   Zamfara, 6 November, 2018 - The World Health Organization (WHO) is supporting health 
authorities in Zamfara with the necessary preparation for the implementation of the first Oral 
Cholera Vaccination (OCV) campaigns.  Similar activity and assistance will be provided to 
Katsina and Kebbi States.  

http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://polioeradication.org/tools-and-library/policy-reports/semi-annual-reports/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cod/en/
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/275757/SITREP_EVD_DRC_20181106-eng.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/csr/don/08-november-2018-ebola-drc/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/bgd/en/
http://www.searo.who.int/entity/bangladesh/weeklysitrep49cxbban.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/emergencies/nigeria/en/
https://afro.who.int/news/who-supports-cholera-vaccination-critical-states-northwest-region


 
 

   With financial support from GAVI, the Vaccine Alliance, these vaccination campaigns will 
directly protect 808,795 inhabitants of the three states who are aged one year and above from 
cholera. The campaigns will be implemented in two rounds for each state (14-18 November 
2018 for the 1st round) and (11-16 December 2018 for the 2nd round). The intervention will 
complement efforts from the Federal Government and States in responding to the ongoing 
cholera outbreak and facilitate the prevention and control of cholera in Nigeria in the long 
term.  
   Nigeria is experiencing its largest cholera outbreak in recent years with over 42,466 
suspected cases including 830 deaths reported from 01 January to 29 October 2018 in 20 
states. The numbers sharply contrast 18,243 suspected cases reported in the country over the 
last three years (2015- 2017)… 
 
 South Sudan  
:: WHO enhances Ebola Rapid Response Readiness Capacities in South Sudan  
   Juba 1 November 2018 – The World Health Organization is supporting the Ministry of Health 
of South Sudan, to train a total of 214 members of the Rapid Response Teams at the national 
level and in all the Ebola virus disease (EVD) high-risk states. 
   These trainings are part of the ongoing efforts to strengthen the country’s preparedness 
capacities and mitigate the risk of EVD importation from the raging outbreak in North Kivu and 
Ituri in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). The recent WHO EVD risk assessment raised 
the risk of regional spread from “high” to “very high” thus justifying all efforts aimed at 
enhancing national EVD readiness capacities… 
 
Syrian Arab Republic  
:: Hama National Hospital provides ray of hope for Syrian cancer patients  1 November 2018  
 
Yemen  
:: Statement on Yemen by Dr Ahmed Al-Mandhari, WHO Regional Director for the Eastern 
Mediterranean  
   Cairo, 8 November 2018 – The current violence in Al Hudaydah is placing tens of thousands 
of already vulnerable people at risk, and preventing WHO from reaching them with the help 
they urgently need. The violence, now in close proximity to the area hospitals, is affecting the 
movement and safety of health staff, patients and ambulances, as well as the functionality of 
health facilities, leaving hundreds without access to treatment. 
   With only 50% of health facilities functioning across the country and no doctors in 18% of 
districts in Yemen, we cannot afford for one more health worker to lose their life, or one more 
hospital to go out of service. In Hudaydah city, the hospitals are closest to the frontlines, which 
is alarming and is jeopardizing the lives of health care workers and patients alike. 
   Increased fighting is also affecting the port of Al Hudaydah, through which 85% of the 
country’s food supplies are normally imported. The people of Yemen are already on the brink of 
famine, with 1.8 million children under five and 1.1 million pregnant or breastfeeding women 
acutely malnourished. More than 400,000 severely acutely malnourished children rely on urgent 
and accessible medical care to stay alive. 
   As the immune systems of millions of Yemenis fail due to hunger, thousands are 
dying of malnutrition, cholera and other diseases. People living in Al Hudaydah are some 
of the worst hit, with the highest rates of cholera reported since the beginning of the 
outbreak… 
 

http://www.who.int/emergencies/south-sudan/en/
https://afro.who.int/news/who-enhances-ebola-rapid-response-readiness-capacities-south-sudan
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/syr/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/syr/syria-news/hama-national-hospital-provides-ray-of-hope-for-syrian-cancer-patients.html
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/yem/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/yemen-statement-regional-director.html
http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/yemen-statement-regional-director.html


 
 

Somalia - No new announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 10 Nov 2018 ] 
Myanmar  
:: Weekly Situation Report 49 - 1 November 2018 pdf, 410kb 
 
Iraq  
:: WHO and the Ministry of Health intensify response to gastroenteritis outbreak amid water 
crisis in Basra  2 November 2018 
 
Brazil (in Portugese) - No new announcements identified 
Cameroon  - No new announcements identified  
Central African Republic  - No new announcements identified 
Ethiopia - No new announcements identified 
Hurricane Irma and Maria in the Caribbean - No new announcements identified 
occupied Palestinian territory - No new announcements identified 
Libya - No new announcements identified 
MERS-CoV - No new announcements identified  
Niger - No new announcements identified 
Sao Tome and Principe Necrotizing Cellulitis (2017) - No new announcements identified 
Sudan - No new announcements identified 
Ukraine - No new announcements identified 
Zimbabwe - No new announcements identified 
 
 
Outbreaks and Emergencies Bulletin, Week 44: 27 October - 02 November 2018 
The WHO Health Emergencies Programme is currently monitoring 55 events in the region. This 
week’s edition covers key ongoing events, including: 
:: Yellow fever in Ethiopia  
:: Ebola virus disease in the Democratic Republic of the Congo  
:: Cholera in Niger  
:: Humanitarian crisis in Democratic Republic of the Congo  
:: Humanitarian crisis in South Sudan 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 1 Emergencies  [to 10 Nov 2018 ] 
Afghanistan  
Angola (in Portuguese)  
Chad  
Kenya  
Lao People's Democratic Republic  
Mali  
Namibia - viral hepatitis  
Papua New Guinea  
Peru  

http://www.who.int/emergencies/somalia/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mmr/en/
http://www.searo.who.int/entity/bangladesh/weeklysitrep49cxbban.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/irq/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/irq/iraq-news/ministry-of-health-intensifies-response-to-gastroenteritis-outbreak-amid-water-crisis-in-basra.html
http://www.emro.who.int/irq/iraq-news/ministry-of-health-intensifies-response-to-gastroenteritis-outbreak-amid-water-crisis-in-basra.html
https://www.paho.org/bra/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/caf/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/eth/en/
http://www.paho.org/disasters/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3613:hurricane-irma-and-maria-in-the-caribbean-2&Itemid=904&lang=en
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/opt/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lby/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/
http://afro.who.int/fr/countries/niger
http://afro.who.int/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/sdn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ukr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/zwe/en/
http://newsletters.afro.who.int/outbreaks-weekly-bulletin/9r9t0qvpiug3uumq8e588a?email=true&a=11&p=54119124
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/afg/en/
http://afro.who.int/pt/countries/angola
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tcd/en/
http://www.afro.who.int/countries/kenya
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lao/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mli/en/
http://afro.who.int/news/baseline-assessment-national-viral-hepatitis-response-namibia
http://www.wpro.who.int/papuanewguinea/en/
http://www.paho.org/per/


 
 

Philippines - Tyhpoon Mangkhut 
Tanzania  
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This 
is the global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-
scale humanitarian crises.  
Yemen  
:: Yemen Humanitarian Update Covering 22 October – 6 November 2018 | Issue 31 
KEY ISSUES: 
:: UN calls for urgent action on five key points to avert an imminent humanitarian catastrophe 
in Yemen. 
:: A total of 118 humanitarian partners operate in the 333 districts of Yemen providing 
assistance to as many as 8 million people per month. 
:: Armed clashes, airstrikes and artillery shelling continued around the airport and Kilo 10 to the 
south and east of Al Hudaydah City; fighting was also reported on the Hays frontline. 
:: Partners identified 80,763 displaced families from Al Hudaydah hosted in Al Hudaydah, 
Hajjah, Raymah and Al Mahwit governorates; 71,363 of these households have been assisted 
since June. 
:: US$87 million has been allocated to 75 projects under the first Standard Allocation 2018 of 
the Yemen Humanitarian Fund, and will benefit over 3 million Yemenis in 19 governorates. 
 
Syrian Arab Republic   - No new announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
Somalia   
:: Humanitarian Bulletin Somalia, 4 October – 5 November 2018 
HIGHLIGHTS 
:: Aid agencies step up livelihood, resilience support 
:: Conflict related displacement spikes in Lower Shabelle 
:: Evictions continue in Mogadishu 
:: Major disease outbreaks contained 
:: Polio immunization continues 
:: Mental health care must be prioritized 
:: Sustained funding needed to support the aid operation 
 
Ethiopia  - No new announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
“Other Emergencies” 
Indonesia: Central Sulawesi Earthquake 

http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/phl/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tza/en/
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-humanitarian-update-covering-22-october-6-november-2018-issue-31
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/somalia
https://reliefweb.int/node/2861723
https://www.unocha.org/ethiopia
https://www.unocha.org/asia-and-pacific-roap/indonesia


 
 

:: Central Sulawesi Earthquake & Tsunami: Humanitarian Country Team Situation Report #7 (as 
of 6 November 2018)) 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Editor’s Note: 
We will cluster these recent emergencies as below and continue to monitor the WHO webpages 
for updates and key developments.  
 
EBOLA/EVD  [to 10 Nov 2018 ] 
http://www.who.int/ebola/en/  
[See Milestones above for more detail] 
 
MERS-CoV [to 10 Nov 2018 ] 
http://who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/ 
- No new announcements identified. 
 
Yellow Fever  [to 10 Nov 2018 ] 
http://www.who.int/csr/disease/yellowfev/en/ 
- No new announcements identified. 
 
Zika virus  [to 10 Nov 2018 ] 
http://www.who.int/csr/disease/zika/en/ 
- No new announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 10 Nov 2018 ] 
News Release 
New measures and strong partnership having positive impact on Ebola response in 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
8 November 2018  
[See Milestones/Perspectives above for detail] 
 
New WHO guidelines to improve the physical health of people with severe mental 
disorders 
7 November 2018 
 
:::::: 
 
Weekly Epidemiological Record, 9 November 2018, vol. 93, 45 (pp. 605–616)  
:: Progress towards malaria elimination: report of the second global forum of malaria-
eliminating countries – June 2018 
 
:::::: 
 

https://reliefweb.int/node/2863578
https://reliefweb.int/node/2863578
https://reliefweb.int/node/2863578
http://www.who.int/ebola/en/
http://who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/
http://www.who.int/csr/disease/yellowfev/en/
http://www.who.int/csr/disease/zika/en/
http://www.who.int/news-room/detail/08-11-2018-new-measures-and-strong-partnership-having-positive-impact-on-ebola-response-in-the-democratic-republic-of-the-congo
http://www.who.int/news-room/detail/08-11-2018-new-measures-and-strong-partnership-having-positive-impact-on-ebola-response-in-the-democratic-republic-of-the-congo
http://www.who.int/mental_health/evidence/guidelines_physical_health_and_severe_mental_disorders/en/
http://www.who.int/mental_health/evidence/guidelines_physical_health_and_severe_mental_disorders/en/
http://www.who.int/wer/2018/wer9345/en/


 
 

WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO     
Selected Featured News 
:: WHO Africa Innovation Challenge Calls for New Solutions to Improve Health in 
Africa: Promoting African Solutions for African people  09 November 2018  
:: Uganda Vaccinates Front-line health-workers against Ebola   07 November 2018  
:: WHO supports cholera vaccination in critical States of the Northwest region  06 November 
2018  
:: WHO: Urgent action needed to combat poisoning from artisanal gold mining in Africa 
05 November 2018  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
:: Inequality exacerbates hunger, malnutrition and obesity in Latin America and the Caribbean 
(11/07/2018)  
:: Projects from Brazil, Paraguay and Suriname receive the 2018 PAHO Malaria Champions 
Award (11/06/2018) 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
- No new announcement identified 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: Tackling the taboo of menstrual hygiene in the European Region 08-11-2018  
:: Avian influenza could spread along wild birds’ migration routes this winter 06-11-2018 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: Statement on Yemen by Dr Ahmed Al-Mandhari, WHO Regional Director for the Eastern 
Mediterranean  8 November 2018 
:: WHO supports district health facilities in Yemen  7 November 2018 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
- No new announcement identified 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
CDC/ACIP [to 10 Nov 2018 ] 
http://www.cdc.gov/media/index.html 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html 
 
MMWR News Synopsis for November 9, 2018 
Progress Toward Poliomyelitis Eradication — Pakistan, January 2017–September 2018 
   Pakistan is one of three countries remaining in the world with endemic wild poliovirus. 
Poliovirus cases in Pakistan continued to decrease with only four cases reported in the 2018 
MMWR (down from eight cases in 2017). The country is actively trying to eradicate poliovirus, 
but complete eradication requires critical activities: stop virus transmission in reservoir areas, 
reach missed and mobile populations, counter refusals, coordinate eradication efforts with 
neighboring Afghanistan, and continue high quality surveillance and vaccination activities. 

http://www.afro.who.int/
https://afro.who.int/news/who-africa-innovation-challenge-calls-new-solutions-improve-health-africa-promoting-african
https://afro.who.int/news/who-africa-innovation-challenge-calls-new-solutions-improve-health-africa-promoting-african
https://afro.who.int/news/uganda-vaccinates-front-line-health-workers-against-ebola
https://afro.who.int/news/who-supports-cholera-vaccination-critical-states-northwest-region
https://afro.who.int/news/who-urgent-action-needed-combat-poisoning-artisanal-gold-mining-africa
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466&Itemid=40108&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=14778&catid=740&Itemid=1926&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=14777&catid=740&Itemid=1926&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=14777&catid=740&Itemid=1926&lang=en
http://www.searo.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/environment-and-health/water-and-sanitation/news/news/2018/11/tackling-the-taboo-of-menstrual-hygiene-in-the-european-region2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/influenza/news/news/2018/11/avian-influenza-viruses-could-spread-along-wild-birds-migration-routes-in-europe-this-winter2
http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/yemen-statement-regional-director.html
http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/yemen-statement-regional-director.html
http://www.emro.who.int/yem/yemen-news/who-supports-district-health-facilities-in-yemen-to-respond-to-basic-health-needs.html
http://www.wpro.who.int/
http://www.cdc.gov/media/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/media/mmwrnews/2018/1109.html
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/67/wr/mm6744a5.htm?s_cid=mm6744a5_w


 
 

Pakistan is one of only three countries (Afghanistan and Nigeria) that has never interrupted wild 
poliovirus (WPV1). In 2017, Pakistan saw a 60 percent decrease in cases from 2016, reporting 
eight cases compared to 20 cases in 2016. As of September 18, 2018, only four cases of WPV1 
have been reported in comparison with five cases at this time in 2017. To continue this 
downward curve of fewer cases until interruption, we must combat ongoing poliovirus 
circulation in reservoir areas and improve routine vaccination coverage in areas where routine 
immunization coverage with oral polio vaccine is sub-optimal, such as the Balochistan and 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Tribal Districts (KP-TD) of Pakistan, where coverage is 50% or less. 
 
:::::: 
 
Africa CDC   [to 10 Nov 2018 ] 
https://au.int/en/africacdc 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
China CDC   
http://www.chinacdc.cn/en/ 
New website launched...no “news” or “announcements” page identified. 
 
National Health Commission of the People's Republic of China 
http://en.nhfpc.gov.cn/ 
Selected Updates/Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Announcements 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 10 Nov 2018 ] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
NOVEMBER 09, 2018  
The Japan Sports Agency and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation announce 
partnership to use the power of sport to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals  
“Our Global Goals” campaign to capitalize on momentum of the Olympic and Paralympic Games 
Tokyo 2020  
   TOKYO, JAPAN, November 9, 2018 – The Japan Sports Agency and the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation today announced a new partnership to utilize the momentum of the Olympic and 
Paralympic Games Tokyo 2020 to increase awareness of, and participation in, the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). Launching in 2019, the “Our Global Goals” project will bring 
together Japanese and global athletes as Ambassadors to champion the SDGs. Harnessing the 
spirit of sport, these ambassadors will work with both Japanese and global NGOs towards 
realizing the SDGs and creating a legacy of action for the Olympic and Paralympic Games Tokyo 
2020… 
 
 

https://au.int/en/africacdc
http://www.chinacdc.cn/en/
http://en.nhfpc.gov.cn/
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases/2018/11/Our-Global-Goals
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases/2018/11/Our-Global-Goals


 
 

Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute    [to 10 Nov 2018 ] 
https://www.gatesmri.org/ 
The Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute is a non-profit biotech organization. Our 
mission is to develop products to fight malaria, tuberculosis, and diarrheal diseases—three 
major causes of mortality, poverty, and inequality in developing countries. The world has 
unprecedented scientific tools at its disposal; now is the time to use them to save the lives of 
the world's poorest people  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CARB-X   [to 10 Nov 2018 ] 
https://carb-x.org/ 
CARB-X is a non-profit public-private partnership dedicated to accelerating antibacterial 
research to tackle the global rising threat of drug-resistant bacteria. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CEPI – Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations  [to 10 Nov 2018 ] 
http://cepi.net/  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EDCTP    [to 10 Nov 2018 ] 
http://www.edctp.org/ 
The European & Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership (EDCTP) aims to accelerate the 
development of new or improved drugs, vaccines, microbicides and diagnostics against 
HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria as well as other poverty-related and neglected infectious 
diseases in sub-Saharan Africa, with a focus on phase II and III clinical trials 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Emory Vaccine Center    [to 10 Nov 2018 ] 
http://www.vaccines.emory.edu/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
European Medicines Agency  [to 10 Nov 2018 ] 
http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/ 
News and press releases 
Press release 09/11/2018 
Committee for Medicinal Products for Veterinary Use (CVMP) meeting of 6-8 
November 2018 
[Excerpt] 
   … The Committee adopted by consensus a positive opinion for an initial marketing 
authorisation application for Syvazul BTV, from LABORATORIOS SYVA, S.A.U., a vaccine for the 
active immunisation of sheep to prevent viraemia and reduce clinical signs and lesions caused 
by bluetongue virus serotypes 1 and/or 8, and/or to reduce viraemia and clinical signs caused 

https://www.gatesmri.org/
https://carb-x.org/
http://cepi.net/
http://www.edctp.org/
http://www.vaccines.emory.edu/
http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/committee-medicinal-products-veterinary-use-cvmp-meeting-6-8-november-2018
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/committee-medicinal-products-veterinary-use-cvmp-meeting-6-8-november-2018
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/glossary/marketing-authorisation-application
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/glossary/marketing-authorisation-application


 
 

by bluetongue virus serotype 4; and of cattle to prevent viraemia caused by bluetongue virus 
serotypes 1 and/or 8 and/or to reduce viraemia caused by bluetongue virus serotype 4. 
   The Committee adopted by consensus a positive opinion for a type II variation application for 
Aftovaxpur DOE concerning a change to the onset of immunity in cattle and sheep. 
   More information about the above mentioned medicines, including their full indications, will 
be published on the Agency’s website…. 
 
 
European Vaccine Initiative  [to 10 Nov 2018 ] 
http://www.euvaccine.eu/news-events  
07 November 2018  
Position Advert - Executive Director (ED) 
   EVI is seeking a visionary Executive Director (ED) with a track record in health product 
development and mobilizing resources… 
 
 
FDA [to 10 Nov 2018 ] 
http://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/default.htm 
November 09, 2018  
FDA authorizes emergency use of first Ebola fingerstick test with portable reader  
 
November 08, 2018  
Statement from FDA Commissioner Scott Gottlieb, M.D., on new efforts to 
strengthen FDA’s expanded access program 
 
 
Fondation Merieux  [to 10 Nov 2018 ] 
http://www.fondation-merieux.org/ 
Mérieux Foundation co-organized event  
10th International Global Virus Network Meeting: Eradication and Control of (Re-
Emerging Viruses 
November 28 - 30, 2018 - Les Pensieres Center for Global Health, Veyrier du Lac (France)  
 
Mérieux Foundation co-organized event  
OCV working group / Global Task Force on Cholera Control (GTFCC) 
December 5 - 6, 2018 - Les Pensieres Center for Global Health, Veyrier-du-Lac (France)  
 
Mérieux Foundation co-organized event  
Dengue pre-vaccination screening based on serostatus: rapid tests and 
implementation strategies 
January 14 - 16, 2019 - Les Pensières Center for Global Helath, Veyrier du Lac (France)  
 
 
Gavi [to 10 Nov 2018 ] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/glossary/type-ii-variation
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/glossary/indication
http://www.euvaccine.eu/news-events
http://www.euvaccine.eu/news-events/news/position-advert-executive-director-ed
http://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/default.htm
https://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/ucm625502.htm
https://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/ucm625397.htm
https://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/ucm625397.htm
http://www.fondation-merieux.org/
https://www.fondation-merieux.org/en/events/10th-international-global-virus-network-meeting/
https://www.fondation-merieux.org/en/events/10th-international-global-virus-network-meeting/
https://www.fondation-merieux.org/en/events/ocv-working-group-gtfcc/
https://www.fondation-merieux.org/en/events/dengue-pre-vaccination-screening-based-on-serostatus-rapid-tests-and-implementation-strategies/
https://www.fondation-merieux.org/en/events/dengue-pre-vaccination-screening-based-on-serostatus-rapid-tests-and-implementation-strategies/
https://www.gavi.org/


 
 

GHIT Fund   [to 10 Nov 2018 ] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
GHIT was set up in 2012 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that 
devastate the world’s poorest people. Other funders include six Japanese pharmaceutical  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund  [to 10 Nov 2018 ] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
Voices 
PrEPed to Prevent HIV  
08 November 2018 
   Shakira Ndagire’s life is anything but ordinary. At 24, she is the youngest sex worker we met 
at Kawempe slum in Kampala, Uganda, where she has been a sex worker for half her life. She 
says she started selling sex “one way or another” when she was 13. 
 
Global Fund Supports Replenishment of Global Financing Facility  
06 November 2018 
   OSLO – The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria expressed strong support 
for the Global Financing Facility (GFF) Replenishment, convened in Oslo today.  
   As a signatory of the Global Action Plan for Sustainable Development Goal 3, to achieve good 
health and wellbeing for all, the Global Fund fully supports collaborative efforts to improve 
health financing in countries all over the world. 
   “It is absolutely essential that we work together to end preventable deaths and build a safer 
and healthier world, particularly for women, children and young people,” said Peter Sands, 
Executive Director of the Global Fund. “Sustainable health financing will save more lives, 
strengthen health systems and accelerate the journey toward UHC.”… 
 
 
Hilleman Laboratories   [to 10 Nov 2018 ] 
http://www.hillemanlabs.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Human Vaccines Project   [to 10 Nov 2018 ] 
http://www.humanvaccinesproject.org/media/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IAVI  [to 10 Nov 2018 ] 
https://www.iavi.org/newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFFIm 
http://www.iffim.org/library/news/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/blog/2018-11-08-preped-to-prevent-hiv/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2018-11-06-global-fund-supports-replenishment-of-global-financing-facility/
http://www.hillemanlabs.org/
http://www.humanvaccinesproject.org/media/press-releases/
https://www.iavi.org/newsroom
http://www.iffim.org/library/news/press-releases/


 
 

 
IVAC  [to 10 Nov 2018 ] 
https://www.jhsph.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/ivac/index.html 
November 2018 
Press Release: Report finds inequity may slow progress in preventing child 
pneumonia and diarrhea deaths 
   A new report finds health systems are falling woefully short of ensuring the most vulnerable 
children have sufficient access to prevention and treatment services in 15 countries that 
account for 70% of global pneumonia and diarrhea deaths in children under five. 
 
 
IVI   [to 10 Nov 2018 ] 
http://www.ivi.int/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
JEE Alliance  [to 10 Nov 2018 ] 
https://www.jeealliance.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 10 Nov 2018 ]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Selected News; Project Updates, Reports 
Pakistan  
Increasing newborn babies' chances of survival  
Project Update 8 Nov 2018  
 
Iraq  
Rehabilitated hospital improves access to healthcare in Sinjar d… 
Press Release 8 Nov 2018  
 
 
NIH  [to 10 Nov 2018 ] 
http://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
PATH  [to 10 Nov 2018 ]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Sabin Vaccine Institute  [to 10 Nov 2018 ] 
http://www.sabin.org/updates/pressreleases 
No new digest content identified. 
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http://www.sabin.org/updates/pressreleases


 
 

UNAIDS [to 10 Nov 2018 ]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
9 November 2018 
Call for a broader vision for harm reduction [U.S.] 
 
7 November 2018 
UNAIDS Programme Coordinating Board sees South Africa’s AIDS response first-
hand  
 
7 November 2018 
Ecuador innovates around HIV prevention in its cities  
 
 
UNICEF  [to 10 Nov 2018 ] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
Press release  
United Nations humanitarian convoy to Rukban: UNICEF delivers lifesaving 
vaccines, medicines and nutritional supplies for 50,000 people 
09/11/2018  
[See Milestones above for more detail] 
 
Press release 
Children traveling with migrant caravan in Mexico at risk of psychosocial distress – 
UNICEF 
07/11/2018  
 
Press release 
UNICEF welcomes new protocol to protect uprooted children in Ecuador 
06/11/2018  
 
Press release 
Yemen: Children in Hudaydah hospital at imminent risk of death 
Statement by UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore 
06/11/2018  
 
Statement 
UNICEF calls for immediate release of abducted school children in North-West 
Cameroon 
Statement attributable to Marie-Pierre Poirier, UNICEF Regional Director for West and Central 
Africa 
05/11/2018  
 
Press release 
"A living hell for children" - UNICEF Regional Director Geert Cappelaere remarks on 
the situation of children in Yemen 
04/11/2018  
 

http://www.unaids.org/en
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Vaccine Confidence Project  [to 10 Nov 2018 ] 
http://www.vaccineconfidence.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Vaccine Education Center – Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia  [to 10 Nov 2018 ] 
http://www.chop.edu/centers-programs/vaccine-education-center 
Published on Nov 07, 2018 in Vaccine News  
Dr. Offit Talks about Different Vaccine Recommendations and What They Mean  
   Recommendations can vary for different vaccines. This can cause confusion for parents 
making vaccine decisions. In this short video, Dr. Offit describes different types of vaccine 
recommendations using the meningococcal B vaccine as a key example.  
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 10 Nov 2018 ] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
News  7 November 2018  
Second global call to action against drug-resistant infections 
   Wellcome is to co-host a second global event, in Ghana, to help drive pioneering action to 
stop the rise and spread of superbugs. 
   See the full Call to Action event agenda [PDF 669KB] 19-20 November 2018, Accra, Ghana 
 
Opinion 7 November 2018  
How we’re using research and evidence to make sure public engagement has a big 
impact 
   Carla Ross leads the new Public Engagement Research and Evidence team. Here she explains 
what the team will be looking at over the next year. 
 
News | 5 November 2018  
Wellcome is updating its open access policy 
   Following a six-month review, we’re updating our open access (OA) policy. The changes will 
apply from 1 January 2020. Robert Kiley, Head of Open Research, explains what will be 
different and why. 
 
 
The Wistar Institute   [to 10 Nov 2018 ] 
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 10 Nov 2018 ] 
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2018/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
BIO    [to 10 Nov 2018 ] 

http://www.vaccineconfidence.org/
http://www.chop.edu/centers-programs/vaccine-education-center
https://www.chop.edu/news/dr-offit-talks-about-different-vaccine-recommendations-and-what-they-mean
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news/second-global-call-action-against-drug-resistant-infections
https://wellcome.ac.uk/sites/default/files/call-to-action-on-antimicrobial-resistance-ghana-agenda.pdf
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news/how-were-using-research-and-evidence-make-sure-public-engagement-has-big-impact
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https://wellcome.ac.uk/news/wellcome-updating-its-open-access-policy
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2018/


 
 

https://www.bio.org/insights/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
DCVMN – Developing Country Vaccine Manufacturers Network  [to 10 Nov 2018 ] 
http://www.dcvmn.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
IFPMA   [to 10 Nov 2018 ] 
http://www.ifpma.org/resources/news-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
PhRMA    [to 10 Nov 2018 ]  
http://www.phrma.org/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
   *  *  *  * 
 

Reports/Research/Analysis/Commentary/Conferences/Meetings/Book 
Watch/Tenders 
Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review has expanded its coverage of new reports, 
books, research and analysis published independent of the journal channel covered in Journal 
Watch below. Our interests span immunization and vaccines, as well as global public health, 
health governance, and associated themes. If you would like to suggest content to be included 
in this service, please contact David Curry at: david.r.curry@centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.org 

 
 
Pneumonia & Diarrhea Progress Report 2018 
IVAC  
November 2018 :: 40 pages 
   The Pneumonia and Diarrhea Progress Report is prepared and published annually by the 
International Vaccine Access Center (IVAC) at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public 
Health to mark World Pneumonia Day. This is the ninth edition of the progress report and the 
10th year of World Pneumonia Day. 
Download the report 
 
Press Release 
Report finds inequity may slow progress in preventing child pneumonia and diarrhea 
deaths 
A call for better data and targeting of communities of greatest need 
A new report finds health systems are falling woefully short of ensuring the most vulnerable 
children have sufficient access to prevention and treatment services in 15 countries that 
account for 70% of global pneumonia and diarrhea deaths in children under five. 
 
Globally, pneumonia and diarrhea together led to nearly one of every four deaths that occurred 
in children under five years of age in 2016. The 2018 Pneumonia and Diarrhea Progress 
Report—released ahead of the 10th annual World Pneumonia Day, on November 12, by the 
International Vaccine Access Center (IVAC) at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public 

https://www.bio.org/insights/press-release
http://www.dcvmn.org/
http://www.ifpma.org/resources/news-releases/
http://www.phrma.org/press-room
mailto:david.r.curry@centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.org
https://www.jhsph.edu/ivac/2018/11/08/press-release-report-on-efforts-to-prevent-pneumonia-and-diarrhea-child-deaths-finds-inequity-hinders-progress/
https://www.jhsph.edu/ivac/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/JHSPH_PDPR_2018_Final_small.pdf
https://www.jhsph.edu/ivac/2018/11/08/press-release-report-on-efforts-to-prevent-pneumonia-and-diarrhea-child-deaths-finds-inequity-hinders-progress/
https://www.jhsph.edu/ivac/2018/11/08/press-release-report-on-efforts-to-prevent-pneumonia-and-diarrhea-child-deaths-finds-inequity-hinders-progress/


 
 

Health—describes efforts to fight pneumonia and diarrhea in 15 countries with the greatest 
number of deaths from these illnesses. 
 
This report analyzes how effectively countries are delivering or ensuring the use of 10 key 
interventions, which include exclusive breastfeeding, vaccination, access to care and use of 
antibiotics, oral rehydration solution, and zinc supplementation to help prevent and treat 
pneumonia and diarrhea. These measures are known to help protect children from death due to 
these illnesses and could help achieve the UN’s Sustainable Development Goal target of 
reducing under-five mortality to at least as low as 25 per 1,000 live births by 2030. 
 
The Pneumonia and Diarrhea Progress Report, issued annually by IVAC for nearly a decade, 
finds that although countries are making progress toward improved vaccine coverage, they 
seriously lag in efforts to treat childhood illnesses—especially among populations that are 
remote, impoverished, or otherwise left behind. 
 
“Progress to stop child deaths is being hampered by persistent inequities in countries around 
the world,” said Kate O’Brien, MD, MPH, a professor in the Bloomberg School’s Department of 
International Health and IVAC’s executive director. “Addressing these inequities will demand 
greater levels of funding, strong political commitment, accountability supported by better data, 
and a coordinated global effort that prioritizes the most vulnerable.” 
 
Eight out of 15 countries assessed failed to meet the targets for any of 10 interventions to 
protect against and treat pneumonia and diarrhea, as outlined in the World Health Organization 
and UNICEF’s Integrated Global Action Plan for the Prevention and Control of Pneumonia and 
Diarrhea (GAPPD). Two of the countries met the 90% target coverage rate for at least four 
vaccines. On treatment measures, none of the 15 countries were able to attain the 90% 
targeted level of coverage. 
 
For the first time, the annual report reviewed stratified national data, revealing inequities in 
how well countries were providing life-saving interventions to children based on gender, their 
location of residence (i.e., urban or rural), maternal education, and wealth. 
 
The authors conclude that in order to accelerate progress, governments must collect better data 
on a regular basis. The global community must prioritize improving access to prevention and 
treatment interventions for children who are now not being reached. Funders must continue or 
increase support for proven solutions—or risk having progress slip away. Finally, integrating 
strategies related to health systems, poverty, and education may yield opportunities to improve 
equity in many countries. 
 
 
   *  *  *  * 

 
Journal Watch 
   Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review continues its weekly scanning of key peer-
reviewed journals to identify and cite articles, commentary and editorials, books reviews and 
other content supporting our focus on vaccine ethics and policy. Journal Watch is not intended 
to be exhaustive, but indicative of themes and issues the Center is actively tracking. We 
selectively provide full text of some editorial and comment articles that are specifically relevant 



 
 

to our work. Successful access to some of the links provided may require subscription or other 
access arrangement unique to the publisher.  
     If you would like to suggest other journal titles to include in this service, please contact 
David Curry at: david.r.curry@centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.org 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
November 2018 Volume 46, Issue 11, p1201-1318  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
November 2018 Volume 55, Issue 5, p583-758  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
November 2018  108(11) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
INFLUENZA PANDEMICS, 1918–2018 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 99, Issue 5, 2018  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/99/5 
Stories from the Field  
Typhoid in a Kenyan Village: Its Impact, Its Prevention  
Kenneth Simiyu and Leslie Jamka  
https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.18-0537  
 
Perspective Piece  
To End TB, First-Ever High-Level Meeting on Tuberculosis Must Address Stigma  
Amrita Daftary, Ellen M. H. Mitchell, Michael J. A. Reid, Endalkachew Fekadu and Eric Goosby  
https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.18-0591  
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
6 November 2018 Vol: 169, Issue 9  
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 10 Nov 2018 ) 
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Review 
Can reflective multicriteria be the new paradigm for healthcare decision-making? 
The EVIDEM journey  
Multiple technologies, procedures and programs call for fairly-based decisions for prioritization 
of healthcare interventions. There is a diversity of perspectives of what constitutes a legitimate 
decision, wh...  
Authors: Mireille M. Goetghebeur and Marjo S. Cellier 
Citation: Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 2018 16(Suppl 1):54  
Published on: 9 November 2018 
 
Commentary 
Priority setting for the introduction of rotavirus vaccine: what evidence was 
essential?  
Rotavirus (RV) diarrhea is the most common cause of severe diarrhea in children worldwide and 
since 2006, vaccines have been available and recommended by WHO for use in all children. We 
developed protocols tha...  
Authors: Roger I. Glass 
Citation: Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 2018 16(Suppl 1):42  
Published on: 9 November 2018 
 
Commentary 
Stakeholder involvement in Multi-Criteria Decision Analysis  
This brief perspective highlights the importance of decision maker buy-in and ownership 
through stakeholder engagement in the co-construction of the multi-criteria decision analysis 
(MCDA) model. A brief histo...  
Authors: Praveen Thokala and Guruprasad Madhavan 
Citation: Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 2018 16(Suppl 1):0  
Published on: 9 November 2018 
 
Research 
Introduction: priority setting in global health  
Authors: David E. Bloom, Daniel Cadarette, Rashmi Dayalu and Jessica Sullivan 
Citation: Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 2018 16(Suppl 1):49  
Published on: 9 November 2018 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
November 2018 - Volume 3 - Suppl 5 
https://gh.bmj.com/content/3/5 
Empowering frontline providers to deliver universal primary healthcare using the 
Practical Approach to Care Kit 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 10 Nov 2018 ) 
[No new digest content identified] 
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BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 10 Nov 2018 ) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 10 Nov 2018 )  
Research article 
  |   7 November 2018  
Challenges arising when seeking broad consent for health research data sharing: a 
qualitative study of perspectives in Thailand  
Authors: Phaik Yeong Cheah, Nattapat Jatupornpimol, Borimas Hanboonkunupakarn, Napat 
Khirikoekkong, Podjanee Jittamala, Sasithon Pukrittayakamee, Nicholas P. J. Day, Michael 
Parker and Susan Bull 
 
Research article 
  |   6 November 2018  
Impact of moral case deliberation in healthcare settings: a literature review  
Authors: Maaike M. Haan, Jelle L. P. van Gurp, Simone M. Naber and A. Stef Groenewoud 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 10 Nov 2018 )  
Commentary 
  |   9 November 2018  
A step forward for an attenuated blood-stage malaria vaccine  
Authors: James M. Burns Jr. 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 10 Nov 2018 ) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 10 Nov 2018 ) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
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(Accessed 10 Nov 2018 ) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Open 
November 2018 - Volume 8 - 11 
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Bulletin of the World Health Organization  
Volume 96, Number 11, November 2018, 729-796 
http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/96/11/en/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Child Care, Health and Development  
Volume 44, Issue 6  Pages: 801-929  November 2018 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13652214/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Therapeutics 
October 2018 Volume 40, Issue 10, p1621-1788  
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Trials 
Volume 15 Issue 6, December 2018  
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/15/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 10 Nov 2018 ] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Contemporary Clinical Trials 
Volume 74  Pages 1-106 (November 2018) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/contemporary-clinical-trials/vol/74/suppl/C 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases 
December 2018 - Volume 31 - Issue 6  

http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current
http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/96/11/en/
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https://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Developing World Bioethics 
Volume 18, Issue 3  Pages: 205-306  September 2018 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14718847/current 
SPECIAL ISSUE: AFRICAN PERSPECTIVES IN GLOBAL BIOETHICS 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development in Practice  
Volume 28, Issue 8, 2018 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disasters 
Volume 42, Issue S2  Pages: S159-S327  October 2018 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677717/current 
Disasters in Conflict Areas 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
EMBO Reports 
Volume 19, Number 10  01 October 2018 
http://embor.embopress.org/content/19/10 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Emerging Infectious Diseases 
Volume 24, Number 11—November 2018 
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/ 
Research 
Outbreak of Tuberculosis and Multidrug-Resistant Tuberculosis, Mbuji-Mayi Central 
Prison, Democratic Republic of the Congo PDF Version[PDF - 1.43 MB - 7 pages]  
M. Kayomo et al.  
 
Effect of Inactivated Poliovirus Vaccine Campaigns, Pakistan, 2014–2017 PDF 
Version[PDF - 437 KB - 3 pages]  
N. C. Grassly et al.  
 
Books and Media 
The Politics of Vaccination: A Global History PDF Version[PDF - 209 KB - 1 page]  
L. E. Power  
 
 
Epidemics 
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Volume 25  Pages 1-112 (December 2018) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/epidemics/vol/25/suppl/C 
Review Articles 
Modelling the global spread of diseases: A review of current practice and capability 
Caroline E. Walters, Margaux M.I. Meslé, Ian M. Hall 
 
Modeling epidemics: A primer and Numerus Model Builder implementation 
Wayne M. Getz, Richard Salter, Oliver Muellerklein, Hyun S. Yoon, Krti Tallam 
 
 
Epidemiology and Infection 
Volume 146 - Issue 15 - November 2018  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/epidemiology-and-infection/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The European Journal of Public Health 
Volume 28, Issue 5, 1 October 2018 
https://academic.oup.com/eurpub/issue/28/5 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Global Health Action  
Volume 11, 2018 – Issue 1   
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Editorial 
GBD 2017: a fragile world 
The Lancet 
   Since The Lancet published the first Global Burden of Disease Study (GBD) over 10 years ago, 
every new iteration has brought improvements in data quality and quantity. With the 
sharpening of these estimates came a reassuring message: year on year, they portrayed an 
ever-healthier world. Careful reading of the results of GBD 2017 shatter this comforting trend of 
gradual improvement and instead show plateauing mortality rates on a background of faltering 
and uneven progress, era-defining epidemics, and dramatic health worker shortages. Instead of 
the progress updates we have become accustomed to, GBD 2017 comes as an urgent warning 
signal from a fragile and fragmented world… 
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Editorial | 06 November 2018  
Life on Earth to have its DNA analysed in the name of conservation  
The Earth BioGenome Project is a welcome effort to sequence the genomes of some 1.35 
million species. 
   An ambitious project launched last week aims to slow the decline in biodiversity by sampling 
and decoding the DNA of every species of plant and animal on Earth. Called the Earth 
BioGenome Project, the effort is seeking funding to help it get off the ground. It is asking for 
US$4.7 billion to sequence all 1.35 million known eukaryotic species — those with a cell nucleus 
enclosed by a membrane — over the next 10 years…. 
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Editorial | 06 November 2018  
Confronting conflict of interest  
   Recent news stories about conflict of interest in biomedical research have shaken up public 
and private institutions alike, but their focus was on clinical research. Amidst the renewed focus 
on conflicts of interest in clinical work, let’s not disregard the fact that financial conflicts also 
pose a concern to basic and preclinical research. 
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Perspective  
Machine learning in medicine: Addressing ethical challenges  
Effy Vayena, Alessandro Blasimme, I. Glenn Cohen  
| published 06 Nov 2018 PLOS Medicine  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pmed.1002689  
[Exceprt] 
…Conclusions 
The clinical use of MLm may transform existing modes of healthcare delivery. MLm will be used 
in the clinical setting by healthcare professionals, be embedded in smart devices through the 
internet of things, and be used by patients themselves beyond the clinical setting for disease 
self-management of chronic conditions. The exponential growth of investment in MLm signals 
that research is accelerating, and more products may soon be targeting market entry. To merit 
the trust of patients and adoption by providers, MLm must fully align with data protection 
requirements, minimize the effects of bias, be effectively regulated, and achieve transparency. 
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Addressing such ethical and regulatory issues as soon as possible is essential for avoiding 
unnecessary risks and pitfalls that will hinder further progress of MLm. 
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Perspective 
Understanding Compound, Interconnected, Interacting, and Cascading Risks: A 
Holistic Framework 
Gianluca Pescaroli, David Alexander 
Pages: 2245-2257 
First Published: 15 June 2018 
Abstract 
In recent years, there has been a gradual increase in research literature on the challenges of 
interconnected, compound, interacting, and cascading risks. These concepts are becoming ever 
more central to the resilience debate. They aggregate elements of climate change adaptation, 
critical infrastructure protection, and societal resilience in the face of complex, high‐impact 
events. However, despite the potential of these concepts to link together diverse disciplines, 
scholars and practitioners need to avoid treating them in a superficial or ambiguous manner. 
Overlapping uses and definitions could generate confusion and lead to the duplication of 
research effort. This article gives an overview of the state of the art regarding compound, 
interconnected, interacting, and cascading risks. It is intended to help build a coherent basis for 
the implementation of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction (SFDRR). The main 
objective is to propose a holistic framework that highlights the complementarities of the four 
kinds of complex risk in a manner that is designed to support the work of researchers and 
policymakers. This article suggests how compound, interconnected, interacting, and cascading 
risks could be used, with little or no redundancy, as inputs to new analyses and decisional tools 
designed to support the implementation of the SFDRR. The findings can be used to improve 
policy recommendations and support tools for emergency and crisis management, such as 
scenario building and impact trees, thus contributing to the achievement of a system‐wide 
approach to resilience. 
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http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl 
In Depth 
Indonesian fatwa causes immunization rates to drop 
By Dyna Rochmyaningsih 
Science09 Nov 2018 : 628-629 Restricted Access 
Clerics declare measles and rubella vaccine made with pork components impure. 
Summary 
A massive vaccination campaign against measles and rubella in Indonesia is in trouble after the 
Indonesian Ulama Council in Jakarta issued a fatwa declaring the vaccine "haram," or forbidden 
under Islamic law, because pig components are used in its manufacturing. The council ruled 
that parents could still have their children vaccinated, given the need to protect public health. 
But many local clerics and confused parents have decided otherwise: The fatwa has led to a 
drop in vaccination rates, from 95% during the first phase of the campaign, last year on the 
island of Java, to 68% in the second phase, now in progress on the remaining islands. Public 
health experts worry the world's largest Muslim-majority country could see new waves of 
measles and more miscarriages and birth defects resulting from rubella infections during 
pregnancy. 
 
Policy Forum 
Whose science? A new era in regulatory “science wars” 
By Wendy Wagner, Elizabeth Fisher, Pasky Pascual 
Science09 Nov 2018 : 636-639 Full Access 
Proposed reforms show a clear break with historical norms 
Summary 
Good laws need good science; however, good science is never guaranteed. Debate over the use 
of science in law is nearly as old as the laws themselves. With “science wars” waging in health 
and environmental regulation for at least three-quarters of a century, it is tempting to conclude 
that recent proposals for reforming regulatory science are similar to what has occurred in the 
past. They are not. They mark a sharp departure with the past because they legally constrain 
how agency scientists conduct the initial literature review and synthesis informing policy. 
Because the reforms generally take the form of legislation or regulation, they do not simply 
suggest best practices for conducting scientific analyses but establish legal lines that cannot be 
crossed. Moreover, even though they create legal ground rules for scientific deliberations, the 
reforms have not been developed by the scientific community, but by members of Congress and 
political officials. In providing a birds'-eye view of the legal developments in regulatory science 
over the past 50 years, we identify just how idiosyncratic these current reforms are and why 
the scientific community needs to be aware of their implications. 
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Identity inference of genomic data using long-range familial searches 
By Yaniv Erlich, Tal Shor, Itsik Pe’er, Shai Carmi 
Science09 Nov 2018 : 690-694 Restricted Access 
Genetic privacy is difficult to maintain in light of forensic searches of genetic genealogical 
databases. 
Detecting familial matches 
Recent advances in DNA technology and companies that provide array-based testing have led 
to services that collect, share, and analyze volunteered genomic information. Privacy concerns 
have been raised, especially in light of the use of these services by law enforcement to identify 
suspects in criminal cases. Testing models of relatedness, Erlich et al. show that many 
individuals of European ancestry in the United States—even those that have not undergone 
genetic testing—can be identified on the basis of available genetic information. These results 
indicate a need for procedures to help maintain genetic privacy for individuals. 
Science, this issue p. 690 
Abstract 
Consumer genomics databases have reached the scale of millions of individuals. Recently, law 
enforcement authorities have exploited some of these databases to identify suspects via distant 
familial relatives. Using genomic data of 1.28 million individuals tested with consumer genomics, 
we investigated the power of this technique. We project that about 60% of the searches for 
individuals of European descent will result in a third-cousin or closer match, which theoretically 
allows their identification using demographic identifiers. Moreover, the technique could implicate 
nearly any U.S. individual of European descent in the near future. We demonstrate that the 
technique can also identify research participants of a public sequencing project. On the basis of 
these results, we propose a potential mitigation strategy and policy implications for human 
subject research. 
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Understanding the unique characteristics of seasonal influenza illness to improve 
vaccine uptake in the US 
Rafik Bekkat-Berkani, Luis Romano-Mazzotti 
Pages 7276-7285 
 
Research article  Open access  
A framework for research on vaccine effectiveness 
Natasha S. Crowcroft, Nicola P. Klein 
Pages 7286-7293 
 
Review article  Abstract only  
Childhood full and under-vaccination in Nigeria, 2013 
Zoe A. McGavin, Abram L. Wagner, Bradley F. Carlson, Laura E. Power, ... Matthew L. Boulton 
Pages 7294-7299 
 
Review article  Abstract only  
Communicating and enhancing teachers’ attitudes and understanding of influenza 
using refutational text 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13653156/current
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/tmi.13145
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/tmi.13145
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/tmi.13145
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/tmi.13145
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/doSearch?ContribAuthorStored=Estill%2C+Janne
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/doSearch?ContribAuthorStored=Marsh%2C+Kimberly
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/doSearch?ContribAuthorStored=Autenrieth%2C+Christine
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/doSearch?ContribAuthorStored=Ford%2C+Nathan
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/vaccine/vol/36/issue/48
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0264410X18314117
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0264410X18314117
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0264410X1831394X
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0264410X1831394X
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0264410X18313938
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0264410X18313938
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0264410X18304857
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0264410X18314099
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0264410X18314063
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0264410X18314063


 
 

Ashley R. Vaughn, Marcus L. Johnson 
Pages 7306-7315 
 
Review article  Abstract only  
Recent vaccine mandates in the United States, Europe and Australia: A comparative 
study 
Katie Attwell, Mark C. Navin, Pier Luigi Lopalco, Christine Jestin, ... Saad B. Omer 
Pages 7377-7384 
 
Research article  Open access 
Introduction of inactivated poliovirus vaccine in the Philippines: Effect on health 
care provider and infant caregiver attitudes and practices 
Anna Lena Lopez, Jennifer B. Harris, Peter Francis Raguindin, Josephine Aldaba, ... Lee M. 
Hampton 
Pages 7399-7407 
 
Research article  Open access 
Vaccines, inspiring innovation in health 
Sonia Pagliusi, Maureen Dennehy, Hun Kim, DCVMN AGM Organizing Committee 
Pages 7430-7437 
 
 
Vaccine: Development and Therapy  
https://www.dovepress.com/vaccine-development-and-therapy-archive111 
(Accessed 10 Nov 2018 ) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Vaccines — Open Access Journal 
http://www.mdpi.com/journal/vaccines 
(Accessed 10 Nov 2018 ) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Value in Health  
October 2018 Volume 21, Issue 10, p1133-1268  
http://www.valueinhealthjournal.com/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
   *  *  *  * 
 

From Google Scholar & other sources: Selected Journal Articles, Newsletters, 
Dissertations, Theses, Commentary 
 
Current Topics in Medicinal Chemistry 
(E-pub Abstract Ahead of Print) 
DOI: 10.2174/1568026618666181105130000 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0264410X18313719
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0264410X18313719
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0264410X1831288X
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0264410X1831288X
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0264410X18306558
https://www.dovepress.com/vaccine-development-and-therapy-archive111
http://www.mdpi.com/journal/vaccines
http://www.valueinhealthjournal.com/current
https://doi.org/10.2174/1568026618666181105130000


 
 

Dengue fever: a worldwide threat An overview of the infection process, 
environmental factors for global outbreak, diagnostic platforms, and vaccine 
developments. 
S Hosseini, J Oliva-Ramírez, P Vázquez-Villegas…  
Abstract:  
Current review article focuses on Dengue, which is one of the most fatal infectious illnesses and 
is considered to be a worldwide threat. The paper covers essential topics including an overview 
on neglected tropical diseases with specific emphasis on Dengue fever, mosquito's cycle of life 
and mechanism of infection, adaptive response, and different stages in Dengue 
immunopathogenesis. The current work is also dedicated to the thorough study of Dengue 
outbreak across the globe with narrowed study to tropical and subtropical regions. Moreover, 
this review article demonstrates the correlation between the climate factors and Dengue 
incidence. Furthermore, we present an overview on the detection strategies of Dengue 
including the latest developments in commercial and non-commercial platforms. Several 
attempts in developing effective vaccine to protect individuals from Dengue infection and the 
stage of clinical trails are gathered in the present work as well. Future directions including bio-
control are also discussed in this review article. In an overall view, effective management of 
Dengue is a multidisciplinary task that requires international involvement from different 
backgrounds and expertise to address this global concern. This review article briefly portrays 
some of these connecting areas across the disciplines while many other perspectives remain 
uncovered.  
 

 
Vaccine 
Volume 36, Issue 49  Pages 7439-7588 (26 November 2018) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/vaccine/vol/36/issue/49 
Short communication  
Conflicts of interest and the (in)dependence of experts advising government on 
immunization policies 
Jean-Christophe Bélisle-Pipon, Louise Ringuette, Anne-Isabelle Cloutier, Victoria Doudenkova, 
Bryn Williams-Jones 
Pages 7439-7444 
Highlights  
:: Immunization experts’ financial conflicts of interest (COI) may affect public trust. 
:: (In)DepScale was developed for assessing experts’ level of (in)dependence. 
:: Ad hoc experts have lower levels of independence than statutory members. 
:: Most COIs are reported with companies with the highest vaccine sales. 
:: (In)DepScale may help immunization committees to manage COIs. 
Abstract 
There has been increasing attention to financial conflicts of interest (COI) in public health 
research and policy making, with concerns that some decisions are not in the public interest. 
One notable problematic area is expert advisory committee (EAC). While COI management has 
focused on disclosure, it could go further and assess experts’ degree of (in)dependence with 
commercial interests. We analyzed COI disclosures of members of Québec’s immunization EAC 
(in Canada) using (In)DepScale, a tool we developed for assessing experts’ level of 
(in)dependence. We found great variability of independence with industry and that companies 
with the highest vaccine sales were predominantly associated with disclosed COIs. We argue 
that EACs can use the (In)DepScale to better assess and disclose the COIs that affect their 
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experts. Going forward our scale could help manage risk and select members who are less 
conflicted to foster a culture of transparency and trust in advisors and policy-makers. 
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Media/Policy Watch 
  This watch section is intended to alert readers to substantive news, analysis and opinion from 
the general media and selected think tanks and similar organizations on vaccines, immunization, 
global public health and related themes. Media Watch is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative of themes and issues CVEP is actively tracking. This section will grow from an initial 
base of newspapers, magazines and blog sources, and is segregated from Journal Watch above 
which scans the peer-reviewed journal ecology.  
  We acknowledge the Western/Northern bias in this initial selection of titles and invite 
suggestions for expanded coverage. We are conservative in our outlook in adding news sources 
which largely report on primary content we are already covering above. Many electronic media 
sources have tiered, fee-based subscription models for access. We will provide full-text where 
content is published without restriction, but most publications require registration and some 
subscription level. 
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