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Milestones :: Perspectives :: Research 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
COVID  
 
Editor’s Note: 
As is obvious to all, the sheer volume of strategic announcements, regulatory actions, country program 
decisions, commentary, and, indeed, misinformation around COVID response continues at 
extraordinary levels. Our weekly digest strives to present a coherent and comprehensive snapshot, but 
cannot be exhaustive, If you recognize a missed strategic development, a new source of rigorous 
analysis, or an insight/commentary that would benefit our common understanding, please advise 
me…we will review all suggestions and consider for inclusion in a subsequent edition: 
david.r.curry@ge2p2global.org 
 
We are seeking access to modelling which engages scenarios and articulates imperatives 
around a pandemic end-game through at least a 2025 horizon. We assess that WHO must be 
conducting or contracting for such modeling – or should recognize an imperative to be doing so in its 
global health governance role. If we have missed such modeling in progress, we would be delighted to 
be advised of it and will include it in our coverage. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
COVID Vaccines – OCHA:: HDX 
 
COVID-19 Data Explorer: Global Humanitarian Operations 
COVID-19 Vaccine Roll-out 
Sep 04, 2021 | COVAX (WHO,GAVI,CEPI), UNDESA, Press Reports | DATA 
Global COVID-19 Figures:  219M total confirmed cases;  4.5M total confirmed deaths 
Global vaccines administered: 5.44B   
Number of Countries: 29  [26] 
COVAX Allocations Round 4-6 (Number of Doses): 120M 
COVAX Delivered (Number of Doses): 74M  [68M week ago] 
Other Delivered (Number of Doses): 110M  [98M week ago] 
Total Delivered (Number of Doses): 180M  [170M week ago] 
Total Administered (Number of Doses): 160M  [140M week ago] 
 
:::::: 
 
Multilateral Leaders Task Force on COVID-19 [IMF, World Bank Group, WHO, WTO] 
   A joint initiative from the International Monetary Fund, World Bank Group, World Health 
Organization, and World Trade Organization to accelerate access to COVID-19 vaccines, therapeutics 
and diagnostics by leveraging multilateral finance and trade solutions, particularly in low- and middle-
income countries. 
   Website accessed 04 Sep 2021: https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data  The global view below is 
complemented by country-specific dashboards here. 

mailto:david.r.curry@ge2p2global.org
https://data.humdata.org/visualization/covid19-humanitarian-operations/?layer=covid-19_vaccine_roll-out
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/covid-19-vaccine-doses-in-hrp-countries
https://www.covid19taskforce.com/en/programs/task-force-on-covid-19-vaccines/about
https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data
https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data/countries


 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
World Bank Vaccine Operations Portal 
https://www.worldbank.org/en/who-we-are/news/coronavirus-covid19/world-bank-support-for-country-
access-to-covid-19-vaccines 
As of July 29, 2021, the World Bank approved operations to support vaccine rollout in 54 countries 
amounting to $4.6 billion. See the latest project financing, project documents and procurement 
information in the list below: 
 
Countries receiving World Bank support for vaccines 
As of July 29, 2021     
This list of countries, project documents, and procurement notices and contracts will be updated as 
data becomes available. 
 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Coronavirus [COVID-19] - WHO 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019  
 

Weekly Epidemiological and Operational updates  
Last update: 3 Sep 2021 
Confirmed cases ::     218 946 836     [214 468 601 week ago] 
Confirmed deaths ::         4 539 723         [4 470 969 week ago] 
Vaccine doses administered:    5 289 724 918   [4 953 887 422 week ago] 
  
::::::  
::::::  
 
WHO, Germany open Hub for Pandemic and Epidemic Intelligence in Berlin 
New hub’s mission is to provide the world with better data, analytics and decisions to detect and 
respond to health emergencies 
1 September 2021  News release  Berlin 
To better prepare and protect the world from global disease threats, H.E. German Federal Chancellor 
Dr Angela Merkel and Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, World Health Organization Director-General, 
will today inaugurate the new WHO Hub for Pandemic and Epidemic Intelligence, based in Berlin.  
 
“The world needs to be able to detect new events with pandemic potential and to monitor disease 
control measures on a real-time basis to create effective pandemic and epidemic risk management,” 
said Dr Tedros. “This Hub will be key to that effort, leveraging innovations in data science for public 
health surveillance and response, and creating systems whereby we can share and expand expertise in 
this area globally.”  
 

https://www.worldbank.org/en/who-we-are/news/coronavirus-covid19/world-bank-support-for-country-access-to-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.worldbank.org/en/who-we-are/news/coronavirus-covid19/world-bank-support-for-country-access-to-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.worldbank.org/en/who-we-are/news/coronavirus-covid19/world-bank-support-for-country-access-to-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.who.int/news/item/01-09-2021-who-germany-open-hub-for-pandemic-and-epidemic-intelligence-in-berlin
https://www.who.int/news/item/01-09-2021-who-germany-open-hub-for-pandemic-and-epidemic-intelligence-in-berlin


 
 

The WHO Hub, which is receiving an initial investment of US$ 100 million from the Federal 
Republic of Germany, will harness broad and diverse partnerships across many 
professional disciplines, and the latest technology, to link the data, tools and communities 
of practice so that actionable data and intelligence are shared for the common good. 
 
The  WHO Hub is part of WHO’s Health Emergencies Programme and will be a new collaboration of 
countries and partners worldwide, driving innovations to increase availability of key data; 
develop state of the art analytic tools and predictive models for risk analysis; and link 
communities of practice around the world. Critically, the WHO Hub will support the work of public 
health experts and policy-makers in all countries with the tools needed to forecast, detect and assess 
epidemic and pandemic risks so they can take rapid decisions to prevent and respond to future public 
health emergencies. 
 
“Despite decades of investment, COVID-19 has revealed the great gaps that exist in the world’s ability 
to forecast, detect, assess and respond to outbreaks that threaten people worldwide,” said Dr Michael 
Ryan, Executive Director of WHO’s Health Emergency Programme. “The WHO Hub for Pandemic and 
Epidemic Intelligence is designed to develop the data access, analytic tools and communities of 
practice to fill these very gaps, promote collaboration and sharing, and protect the world from such 
crises in the future.”  
 
The Hub will work to: 
▪ Enhance methods for access to multiple data sources vital to generating signals and insights on 

disease emergence, evolution and impact; 
▪ Develop state of the art tools to process, analyze and model data for detection, assessment and 

response; 
▪ Provide WHO, our Member States, and partners with these tools to underpin better, faster decisions 

on how to address outbreak signals and events; and  
▪ Connect and catalyze institutions and networks developing disease outbreak solutions for the 

present and future. 
▪  
Dr Chikwe Ihekweazu, currently Director-General of the Nigeria Centre for Disease Control, has been 
appointed to lead the WHO Hub. WHO would like to acknowledge the Nigerian government for its 
support, which ensures strong leadership for this important initiative… 
 
::::::  
 
3 September 2021  Remarks 
Director-General's opening remarks at Building Resilience Through Innovation in Response 
to the COVID-19 Pandemic in LDCs Islamic Development Bank 
 
1 September 2021   Remarks 
Dr Michael Ryan's remarks at the launch of the WHO Hub for Pandemic and Epidemic 
Intelligence 
 
1 September 2021   Remarks 
Director-General's opening remarks at the Memorandum of Understanding with the Robert 
Koch Institute 
 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/overview
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-building-resilience-through-innovation-in-response-to-the-covid-19-pandemic-in-ldcs-islamic-development-bank
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-building-resilience-through-innovation-in-response-to-the-covid-19-pandemic-in-ldcs-islamic-development-bank
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-building-resilience-through-innovation-in-response-to-the-covid-19-pandemic-in-ldcs-islamic-development-bank
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-building-resilience-through-innovation-in-response-to-the-covid-19-pandemic-in-ldcs-islamic-development-bank
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/dr-michael-ryan-s-remarks-at-the-launch-of-the-who-hub-for-pandemic-and-epidemic-intelligence
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/dr-michael-ryan-s-remarks-at-the-launch-of-the-who-hub-for-pandemic-and-epidemic-intelligence
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/dr-michael-ryan-s-remarks-at-the-launch-of-the-who-hub-for-pandemic-and-epidemic-intelligence
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/dr-michael-ryan-s-remarks-at-the-launch-of-the-who-hub-for-pandemic-and-epidemic-intelligence
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-memorandum-of-understanding-with-the-robert-koch-institute
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-memorandum-of-understanding-with-the-robert-koch-institute
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-memorandum-of-understanding-with-the-robert-koch-institute
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-memorandum-of-understanding-with-the-robert-koch-institute
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/director-general-s-remarks-at-the-inauguration-of-the-who-hub-for-pandemic-and-epidemic-intelligence


 
 

1 September 2021  Remarks 
Director-General's remarks at the inauguration of the WHO Hub for Pandemic and 
Epidemic Intelligence 
 
::::::  
 
31 August 2021  
WHO compendium of innovative health technologies for low-resource settings 2021. 
COVID-19  
Objectives 
The response to the global COVID-19 pandemic crisis has exacerbated the need for rapid evidence-
based assessments of innovative health technologies to ensure safe and appropriate use. Thus, the 
objectives of the 2021 compendium are to: 
   1. Select innovative technologies that can have an immediate or future impact on the COVID-19 
preparedness and response, have the potential to improve health outcomes and quality of 
life, and/or offer a solution to an unmet medical/health technology need by evaluating their 
appropriateness, quality, and safety. 
   2. Shed light on advantages and challenges associated with the adoption of innovative health 
technologies in low-resource settings. 
   3. Acknowledge some success stories and, at the same time, raise awareness of the pressing need 
for appropriate and affordable design solutions and encourage more innovative efforts in the field. 
   4. Encourage greater interaction among the ministries of health, procurement officers, donors, 
technology developers, manufacturers, clinicians, academics and the general public to ensure 
greater investment in appropriate health technology and a move toward universal access to 
essential health technologies. 
   5. Support informed procurement decisions by NGOs, governments, and other stakeholders. 
 
:::::: 

Weekly operational update on COVID-19 - 30 August 2021  

Overview  
In this edition of the COVID-19 Weekly Operational Update, highlights of country-level actions and 
WHO support to countries include: 
▪ GeneXpert machine donated to Belize’s Central Medical Laboratory 
▪ Supporting quality management implementation, coordination and costing as part of the COVID-19 

laboratory response in Kyrgyzstan 
▪ 15 000 kg of medical supplies arrive in Fiji to support the response to a surge in COVID-19 cases 
▪ Extending COVID-19 vaccination to Rohingya refugees in Cox’s Bazar camps in Bangladesh 
▪ Responding to COVID-19 in Jordan: The Innovative Use of Online Platforms 
▪ The Elsje Finck-Sanichar College COVAB in Suriname embraces OpenWHO and online learning 

during COVID-19 pandemic 
▪ Progress on a subset of indicators from the SPRP 2021 Monitoring and Evaluation Framework  
▪ Updates on WHO’s financing to support countries in SPRP 2021 implementation and provision of 

critical supplies. 
 
Weekly epidemiological update on COVID-19 - 31 August 2021  
Overview  

https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/director-general-s-remarks-at-the-inauguration-of-the-who-hub-for-pandemic-and-epidemic-intelligence
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/director-general-s-remarks-at-the-inauguration-of-the-who-hub-for-pandemic-and-epidemic-intelligence
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/director-general-s-remarks-at-the-inauguration-of-the-who-hub-for-pandemic-and-epidemic-intelligence
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/director-general-s-remarks-at-the-inauguration-of-the-who-hub-for-pandemic-and-epidemic-intelligence
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240032507
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240032507
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240032507
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240032507
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-media-briefing-on-covid-19---11-august-2021
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-media-briefing-on-covid-19---11-august-2021
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-operational-update-on-covid-19---30-august-2021
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update-on-covid-19---31-august-2021
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update-on-covid-19---31-august-2021


 
 

With just under 4.4 million new cases reported this week (23-29 August), the number of new cases 
reported globally remains similar to the previous week after increasing for nearly two months (since 
mid-June). In the past week all regions reported either a decline (Africa, Americas) or a similar trend 
(Europe, South-East Asia, Eastern Mediterranean) in new cases, except for the Western Pacific Region 
which reported a 7% increase as compared to previous week. The number of deaths reported globally 
this week were also similar to last week, with just over 67 000 new deaths reported. The Eastern 
Mediterranean and Western Pacific Regions reported an increase in the number of weekly deaths, 9% 
and 16% respectively, while the South-East Asia Region reported the largest decrease (20%). The 
cumulative number of cases reported globally is now nearly 216 million and the cumulative number of 
deaths is just under 4.5 million. 
  
In this edition, a special focus update is provided on: 
▪ SARS-CoV-2 Variants of Concern (VOCs) Alpha, Beta, Gamma and Delta which includes updates on 

the geographic distribution of these VOCs as well as a description of a newly classified Variant of 
Interest (VOI), Mu. 

 
   “…Based on the latest round of assessments, B.1.621 was classified as a VOI on 30 August 
2021 and given the WHO label “Mu”. This includes the descendent Pango lineage 
B.1.621.1. This variant is known as 21H in Nextstrain nomenclature. The Mu variant has a 
constellation of mutations that indicate potential properties of immune escape. Preliminary 
data presented to the Virus Evolution Working Group show a reduction in neutralization capacity of 
convalescent and vaccinee sera similar to that seen for the Beta variant, but this needs to be confirmed 
by further studies.  
   Since its first identification in Colombia in January 2021, there have been a few sporadic reports of 
cases of the Mu variant and some larger outbreaks have been reported from other countries in South 
America and in Europe. As of 29 August, over 4500 sequences (3794 sequences of B.1.621 and 856 
sequences of B.1.621.1) have been uploaded to GISAID from 39 countries. Although the global 
prevalence of the Mu variant among sequenced cases has declined and is currently below 0.1%, the 
prevalence in Colombia (39%) and Ecuador (13%) has consistently increased….” 
 

 



 
 

:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Status of COVID-19 Vaccines within WHO EUL/PQ evaluation process  19 August 2021 
For 22 vaccine candidates, presents Manufacturer, Name of Vaccine, NRA of Record, Platform, EOI 
Accepted Status, Pre-submission Meeting Held Status, Dossier Accepted for Review, Status of 
Assessment; Anticipated/Completed Decision Date 

[No updates since 19 Aug 2021] 
:::::: 
 
COVID Vaccine Developer/Manufacturer Announcements  
[relevant press releases/announcement from organizations from WHO EUL/PQ  listing above] 
 
AstraZeneca 
Press Releases   
AstraZeneca and European Commission reach settlement agreement over vaccine supply, 
ending litigation 
03 September 2021 
   AstraZeneca and the European Commission have reached an agreement that ends legal proceedings 
over the execution of the Advance Purchase Agreement for the delivery of the COVID-19 vaccine 
Vaxzevria (ChAdOx1-S [Recombinant]). 
   Under the agreement, AstraZeneca commits to deliver 60 million doses of the vaccine by the end of 
the third quarter 2021, 75 million by the end of the fourth quarter 2021 and 65 million by the end of 
the first quarter 2022. Member States will be provided with regular delivery schedules, and capped 
rebates will apply in the event of any delayed doses… 
 
BioCubaFarma – Cuba 
Últimas Noticias - [Website not responding at inquiry; receiving 403-Forbidden] 
 
CanSinoBIO 
News - [Website not responding at inquiry]   
 
Clover Biopharmaceuticals - China 
News  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Curevac  [Bayer Ag – Germany] 
News   
CureVac’s CVnCoV Phase 2b/3 Study Data Published in Preprints with The Lancet 
   TÜBINGEN, Germany / BOSTON, USA – August 31, 2021 
   CureVac N.V. (Nasdaq: CVAC), a global biopharmaceutical company developing a new class of 
transformative medicines based on messenger ribonucleic acid (“mRNA”), today announced the 
publication of its pivotal Phase 2b/3 (HERALD study) primary data of CVnCoV, its first-generation 
COVID-19 vaccine candidate, in Preprints with The Lancet. The HERALD study enrolled 
approximately 40,000 participants in ten countries across Latin America and Europe, in the predefined 
age groups 18 to 60 and above 60. For the final analysis, COVID-19 cases were caused by 15 different 
virus variants… 
 
Gamaleya National Center 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj69NvWpojvAhXORTABHU7pCfEQFjAAegQIAxAD&url=https%3A%2F%2Fextranet.who.int%2Fpqweb%2Fkey-resources%2Fdocuments%2Fstatus-covid-19-vaccines-within-who-eulpq-evaluation-process&usg=AOvVaw2ZuZgAiQ_JV1xYYPsr0GGJ
https://www.astrazeneca.com/media-centre/press-releases.html
https://www.astrazeneca.com/content/astraz/media-centre/press-releases/2021/astrazeneca-and-european-commission-reach-settlement-agreement-over-vaccine-supply-ending-litigation.html
https://www.astrazeneca.com/content/astraz/media-centre/press-releases/2021/astrazeneca-and-european-commission-reach-settlement-agreement-over-vaccine-supply-ending-litigation.html
https://www.biocubafarma.cu/
http://116.255.206.169:8080/html/1/179/180/index.html
https://www.cloverbiopharma.com/news.html
https://www.curevac.com/en/newsroom/news/
https://www.curevac.com/en/2021/08/31/curevacs-cvncov-phase-2b-3-study-data-published-in-preprints-with-the-lancet/
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3911826


 
 

Latest News and Events - No new digest announcements identified  [See Russia/RFID below] 
 
IMBCAMS, China 
Home  - - [Website not responding at inquiry; receiving 502 Bad Gateway] 
 
Janssen/JNJ 
Press Releases    
Aug 31, 2021   United States 
Johnson & Johnson and Global Partners Announce Results from Phase 2b Imbokodo HIV 
Vaccine Clinical Trial in Young Women in Sub-Saharan Africa  
:: Investigational vaccine candidate did not provide sufficient protection against HIV infection  
:: No vaccine-related safety signals identified  
:: J&J HIV vaccine program continues with global Phase 3 Mosaico HIV study evaluating a different 
composition of the vaccine regimen in different populations 
 
Moderna 
Press Releases 
September 3, 2021  
Moderna Announces Submission of Data to European Medicines Agency for its COVID-19 
Vaccine Booster  
mRNA-1273 at 50 µg dose level induced robust antibody responses of more than 40 times against the 
Delta variant (B.1.617.2) 
 
September 1, 2021  
Moderna Announces Submission of Initial Data to U.S. FDA for Its COVID-19 Vaccine 
Booster  
mRNA-1273 at 50 µg dose level induced robust antibody responses of more than 40 times against the 
Delta variant (B.1.617.2) 
 
Novavax 
Press Releases - No new digest announcements identified   
Novavax Statement on CDC Guidance Update for COVID-19 Clinical Trial Participants 
Aug 30. 2021 
   …the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has provided updated guidance for 
those who have been vaccinated as part of a clinical trial in the U.S. The CDC guidance states that 
participants in the Novavax PREVENT-19 Phase 3 clinical trial meet the criteria to be considered fully 
vaccinated two weeks after they have completed the vaccine series… 
 
Pfizer 
Recent Press Releases   
09.02.2021 
Pfizer Announces Start of Phase 3 Clinical Trial in Adults for Its Investigational Vaccine 
Against Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) 
   First subjects vaccinated in study of Pfizer’s RSV bivalent prefusion F subunit investigational vaccine 
candidate in adults ages 60 or older 
   RSV is a common and pervasive cause of severe acute respiratory illness in older adults with no 
vaccine currently available  
 

https://gamaleya.org/en/news/poslednie-novosti-i-sobytiya/
https://www.imbcams.ac.cn/Category_2142/Index.aspx
https://www.janssen.com/news
https://www.janssen.com/johnson-johnson-and-global-partners-announce-results-phase-2b-imbokodo-hiv-vaccine-clinical-trial
https://www.janssen.com/johnson-johnson-and-global-partners-announce-results-phase-2b-imbokodo-hiv-vaccine-clinical-trial
https://investors.modernatx.com/news-releases
https://investors.modernatx.com/news-releases/news-release-details/moderna-announces-submission-data-european-medicines-agency-its
https://investors.modernatx.com/news-releases/news-release-details/moderna-announces-submission-data-european-medicines-agency-its
https://investors.modernatx.com/news-releases/news-release-details/moderna-announces-submission-initial-data-us-fda-its-covid-19
https://investors.modernatx.com/news-releases/news-release-details/moderna-announces-submission-initial-data-us-fda-its-covid-19
https://ir.novavax.com/press-releases
https://ir.novavax.com/2021-08-30-Novavax-Statement-on-CDC-Guidance-Update-for-COVID-19-Clinical-Trial-Participants
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3274725-1&h=543185456&u=https%3A%2F%2Fprotect-us.mimecast.com%2Fs%2F4HK4CPNlp0CKnpxQszEISf%3Fdomain%3Dcdc.gov&a=updated+guidance
https://www.pfizer.com/news
https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/pfizer-announces-start-phase-3-clinical-trial-adults-its
https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/pfizer-announces-start-phase-3-clinical-trial-adults-its


 
 

Sanofi Pasteur 
Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Serum Institute of India 
NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Sinopharm/WIBPBIBP 
News  - [Website not responding at inquiry] 
 
Sinovac 
Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified   
 

Vector State Research Centre of Viralogy and Biotechnology 
Home   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Zhifei Longcom, China 
[Anhui Zhifei Longcom Biologic Pharmacy Co., Ltd.] 

[No website identified] 
 
::::::  
 
GSK 
Press releases for media   
31 August 2021  
SK bioscience and GSK start Phase 3 trial of adjuvanted COVID-19 vaccine candidate  
:: Advance to Phase 3 follows positive interim Phase 1/2 immunogenicity and safety data 
:: Global clinical trial will evaluate vaccine candidate GBP510 against the AZ/Oxford COVID-19 vaccine 
:: Aim is for global supply through the COVAX facility in the first half of 2022, subject to data and 
regulatory review 
 
SK Biosciences 
Press releases - No new digest announcements identified   
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UNICEF COVID-19 Vaccine Market Dashboard :: Agreements Table Accessed 04 Sep 2021 
An overview of information collected from publicly announced bilateral and multilateral 
supply agreements [agreements view since last week’s edition] 

 
No new bileral deals reported. 

https://www.sanofi.com/en/media-room/press-releases/2021
https://www.seruminstitute.com/
http://www.sinopharm.com/en/g1363/m4173.aspx
http://www.sinovac.com/news/news.php?class2=154&lang=en
http://www.istc.int/en/institute/10150
https://www.gsk.com/en-gb/media/
https://www.gsk.com/en-gb/media/press-releases/sk-bioscience-and-gsk-start-phase-3-trial-of-adjuvanted-covid-19-vaccine-candidate/
https://www.skbioscience.co.kr/en/news/news_01
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiNmE0YjZiNzUtZjk2OS00ZTg4LThlMzMtNTRhNzE0NzA4YmZlIiwidCI6Ijc3NDEwMTk1LTE0ZTEtNGZiOC05MDRiLWFiMTg5MjAyMzY2NyIsImMiOjh9&pageName=ReportSectiona329b3eafd86059a947b


 
 

::::::  
:::::: 
 
Duke – Launch and Scale Speedometer 
 
The Race for Global COVID-19 Vaccine Equity 
   A flurry of nearly 200 COVID-19 vaccine candidates are moving forward through the development 
and clinical trials processes at unprecedented speed; more than ten candidates are already in Phase 3 
large-scale trials and several have received emergency or limited authorization. Our team has 
aggregated and analyzed publicly available data to track the flow of procurement and manufacturing 
and better understand global equity challenges. We developed a data framework of relevant variables 
and conducted desk research of publicly available information to identify COVID vaccine candidates and 
status, deals and ongoing negotiations for procurement and manufacturing, COVID burden by country, 
and allocation and distribution plans. We have also conducted interviews with public officials in key 
countries to better understand the context and challenges facing vaccine allocation and distribution 
[accessed 24 July 2021] 
See our COVID Vaccine Purchases research 
See our COVID Vaccine Manufacturing research 
See our COVID Vaccine Donations & Exports research 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Global Dashboard on COVID-19 Vaccine Equity 
The Dashboard is a joint initiative of UNDP, WHO and the University of Oxford with cooperation across 
the UN system, anchored in the SDG 3 Global Action Plan for Healthy Lives and Well-being for All. 
 
Dashboard on Vaccine Equity [accessed 04 Sep 2021]: https://data.undp.org/vaccine-equity/ 
See also visualization on Vaccine Access and Vaccine Affordability 
 

 

https://launchandscalefaster.org/COVID-19
https://launchandscalefaster.org/covid-19/vaccinepurchases
https://launchandscalefaster.org/covid-19/vaccinemanufacturing
https://launchandscalefaster.org/covid-19/vaccinedonations
https://data.undp.org/vaccine-equity/
https://data.undp.org/vaccine-equity/accessibility/
https://data.undp.org/vaccine-equity/affordability/


 
 

 

 



 
 

::::::  
:::::: 
 
Our World in Data 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Vaccinations   [Accessed 04 Sep 2021] 
▪ 40.2% of the world population has received at least one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine. 
▪ 5.44 billion doses have been administered globally, and 35.64 million are now administered each 

day.  
▪ Only 1.8% of people in low-income countries have received at least one dose. 
 

 
 

https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations
https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations#what-share-of-the-population-has-received-at-least-one-dose-of-the-covid-19-vaccine
https://ourworldindata.org/explorers/coronavirus-data-explorer?zoomToSelection=true&pickerSort=asc&pickerMetric=location&Interval=Cumulative&Relative+to+Population=false&Align+outbreaks=false&country=~OWID_WRL&Metric=Vaccine+doses
https://ourworldindata.org/explorers/coronavirus-data-explorer?zoomToSelection=true&pickerSort=asc&pickerMetric=location&Interval=7-day+rolling+average&Relative+to+Population=false&Align+outbreaks=false&country=~OWID_WRL&Metric=Vaccine+doses
https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/share-people-vaccinated-covid?country=High+income~Upper+middle+income~Lower+middle+income~Low+income


 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

:::::: 
:::::: 
 
U.S.: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 
CDC Statement Following ACIP Pfizer-BioNTech Vote  
Monday, August 30, 2021 
   Today, CDC Director Rochelle P. Walensky, M.D., M.P.H., endorsed the CDC Advisory Committee on 
Immunization Practices’ (ACIP) recommendation for use of the Pfizer-BioNTech’s licensed vaccine for 
people 16 and older. 
   This recommendation follows FDA’s decision to fully approve Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine. 
   The ACIP recommendation comes 9 months after the committee’s interim recommendation and after 
an exhaustive review of the scientific evidence demonstrating safety and effectiveness, and supporting 
continued use of the vaccine. 
   “We now have a fully approved COVID-19 vaccine and ACIP has added its recommendation. If you 
have been waiting for this approval before getting the vaccine, now is the time to get vaccinated and 
join the more than 173 million Americans who are already fully vaccinated,” said CDC Director Dr. 
Rochelle Walensky. 
 
:::::: 
 
Vaccines and Related Biological Products Advisory Committee- FDA  
 
:: Vaccines and Related Biological Products Advisory Committee September 17, 2021 
Meeting Announcement 
Agenda 
   …The committee will meet in open session to discuss the Pfizer-BioNTech supplemental Biologics 
License Application for COMIRNATY for administration of a third dose, or “booster” dose, of the 
COVID-19 vaccine, in individuals 16 years of age and older. Under Topic I, the committee will 
meet in open session to hear an overview of the research programs in the Laboratory of Bacterial 
Polysaccharides (LBP), Division of Bacterial, Parasitic, and Allergenic Products (DBPAP), Office of 
Vaccines Research and Review (OVRR), Center for Biologics Evaluation and Research (CBER). Also, on 
September 30, 2021, under Topic II, the Center for Biologics Evaluation and Research’s (CBER) 
VRBPAC will meet in open session to discuss and make recommendations on the selection of strains to 
be included in the influenza virus vaccines for the 2021 to 2022 southern hemisphere influenza season. 
Under Topic I, the committee will meet in open session to hear an overview of the research programs 
in the Laboratory of Bacterial Polysaccharides (LBP), Division of Bacterial, Parasitic, and Allergenic 
Products (DBPAP), Office of Vaccines Research and Review (OVRR), Center for Biologics Evaluation and 
Research (CBER). Also, on September 30, 2021, under Topic II, the Center for Biologics Evaluation and 
Research’s (CBER) VRBPAC will meet in open session to discuss and make recommendations on the 
selection of strains to be included in the influenza virus vaccines for the 2021 to 2022 southern 
hemisphere influenza season. Under Topic I, the committee will meet in open session to hear an 
overview of the research programs in the Laboratory of Bacterial Polysaccharides (LBP), Division of 
Bacterial, Parasitic, and Allergenic Products (DBPAP), Office of Vaccines Research and Review (OVRR), 
Center for Biologics Evaluation and Research (CBER). Also, on September 30, 2021, under Topic II, the 
Center for Biologics Evaluation and Research’s (CBER) VRBPAC will meet in open session to discuss and 
make recommendations on the selection of strains to be included in the influenza virus vaccines for the 
2021 to 2022 southern hemisphere influenza season. 

https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2021/s0830-pfizer-vote.html
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-approves-first-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/blood-vaccines-and-other-biologics/vaccines-and-related-biological-products-advisory-committee
https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/advisory-committee-calendar/vaccines-and-related-biological-products-advisory-committee-september-17-2021-meeting-announcement
https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/advisory-committee-calendar/vaccines-and-related-biological-products-advisory-committee-september-17-2021-meeting-announcement


 
 

 
:: Vaccines and Related Biological Products Advisory Committee September 30, 2021 
Meeting Announcement - 09/30/2021 - 09/30/2021 
Agenda 
   …Under Topic I, the committee will meet in open session to hear an overview of the research 
programs in the Laboratory of Bacterial Polysaccharides (LBP), Division of Bacterial, Parasitic, and 
Allergenic Products (DBPAP), Office of Vaccines Research and Review (OVRR), Center for Biologics 
Evaluation and Research (CBER). Also, on September 30, 2021, under Topic II, the Center for Biologics 
Evaluation and Research’s (CBER) VRBPAC will meet in open session to discuss and make 
recommendations on the selection of strains to be included in the influenza virus vaccines for the 2021 
to 2022 southern hemisphere influenza season.. 
 
:::::: 
 
White House [U.S.] 
Briefing Room – Selected Major COVID Announcements 
On-the-Record Press Call by Office of Science and Technology Policy Director Dr. Eric 
Lander and NSC Director for Global Health Security and Biodefense Dr. Beth Cameron on 
American Pandemic Preparedness  
September 03, 2021 • Press Briefings  
 
FACT SHEET: Biden Administration to Transform Capabilities for Pandemic Preparedness  
September 03, 2021 • Statements and Releases  
 
Press Briefing by White House COVID-⁠19 Response Team and Public Health Officials  
September 02, 2021 • Press Briefings  
 
Press Briefing by White House COVID-⁠19 Response Team and Public Health Officials  
August 31, 2021 • Press Briefings  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Europe: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 
European Medicines Agency 
News & Press Releases    
Meeting highlights from the Pharmacovigilance Risk Assessment Committee (PRAC) 30 
August – 2 September 2021 
News 03/09/2021 
COVID-19 vaccines: EMA reviewing cases of multisystem inflammatory syndrome 
   EMA’s safety committee (PRAC) is assessing whether there is a risk of multisystem inflammatory 
syndrome (MIS) with COVID-19 vaccines following a report of MIS with Comirnaty. The case occurred 
in a 17-year old male in Denmark who has since fully recovered. 
   Some cases of MIS were also reported in the EEA following vaccination with other COVID-19 
vaccines.1 
   MIS is a serious inflammatory condition affecting many parts of the body and symptoms can include 
tiredness, persistent severe fever, diarrhoea, vomiting, stomach pain, headache, chest pain and 

https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/advisory-committee-calendar/vaccines-and-related-biological-products-advisory-committee-september-30-2021-meeting-announcement
https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/advisory-committee-calendar/vaccines-and-related-biological-products-advisory-committee-september-30-2021-meeting-announcement
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/press-briefings/2021/09/03/on-the-record-press-call-by-office-of-science-and-technology-policy-director-dr-eric-lander-and-nsc-director-for-global-health-security-and-biodefense-dr-beth-cameron-on-american-pandemic-preparedne/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/press-briefings/2021/09/03/on-the-record-press-call-by-office-of-science-and-technology-policy-director-dr-eric-lander-and-nsc-director-for-global-health-security-and-biodefense-dr-beth-cameron-on-american-pandemic-preparedne/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/press-briefings/2021/09/03/on-the-record-press-call-by-office-of-science-and-technology-policy-director-dr-eric-lander-and-nsc-director-for-global-health-security-and-biodefense-dr-beth-cameron-on-american-pandemic-preparedne/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/09/03/fact-sheet-biden-administration-to-transform-capabilities-for-pandemic-preparedness/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/press-briefings/2021/09/02/press-briefing-by-white-house-covid-19-response-team-and-public-health-officials-54/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/press-briefings/2021/08/31/press-briefing-by-white-house-covid-19-response-team-and-public-health-officials-53/
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/search/search/ema_editorial_content/ema_news?sort=field_ema_computed_date_field&order=desc
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/meeting-highlights-pharmacovigilance-risk-assessment-committee-prac-30-august-2-september-2021
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/meeting-highlights-pharmacovigilance-risk-assessment-committee-prac-30-august-2-september-2021
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/glossary/prac


 
 

difficulty breathing. MIS has previously been reported following COVID-19 disease. The Danish patient, 
however, had no history of COVID-19. 
   MIS is rare and its incidence rate before the COVID-19 pandemic estimated from 5 European 
countries was around 2 to 6 cases per 100,000 per year in children and adolescents below 20 years of  
age and below 2 cases per 100,000 per year in adults aged 20 years or more. 
   At this stage, there is no change to the current EU recommendations for the use of COVID-19 
vaccines… 
 
News: ECDC and EMA highlight considerations for additional and booster doses of COVID-
19 vaccines (new)  
Last updated: 02/09/2021  
   Based on current evidence, there is no urgent need for the administration of booster doses of 
vaccines to fully vaccinated individuals in the general population, according to a technical report issued 
yesterday by the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC). The report also notes 
that additional doses should already be considered for people with severely weakened immune systems 
as part of their primary vaccination. 
   Evidence on vaccine effectiveness and duration of protection shows that all vaccines authorised in 
the EU/EEA are currently highly protective against COVID-19-related hospitalisation, severe disease and 
death, while about one out of three adults in the EU/EEA over 18 years is still currently not fully 
vaccinated. In this situation, the priority now should be to vaccinate all those eligible individuals who 
have not yet completed their recommended vaccination course. To complement vaccination efforts, it is 
also crucial to continue applying measures such as physical distancing, hand and respiratory hygiene, 
and using face masks where needed, in particular in high-risk settings such as long-term care facilities 
or hospital wards with patients at risk of severe COVID-19… 
 
:::::: 
 
European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control  
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en 
Latest Updates 
News 
ECDC awards 77 M€ to strengthen EU/EEA Member States’ capacities to detect and 
identify SARS-CoV-2 variants  
News story - 3 Sep 2021  
ECDC has awarded more than 77 M€ to 24 EU/EEA countries to strengthen whole genome sequencing 
and RT-PCR infrastructures within the countries’ national public health programmes.  
   The immediate objective is to reinforce countries’ capacities for early detection and enhanced 
monitoring of emergent and known SARS-CoV-2 variants. The support is a response to a request to 
ECDC by the European Commission to implement a number of activities that were launched as part of 
the “HERA Incubator ” aiming to support the rapid detection of SARS-CoV-2 variants across the EU… 
 
News 
ECDC and EMA highlight considerations for additional and booster doses of COVID-19 
vaccines  
Press release - 2 Sep 2021  
Based on current evidence, there is no urgent need for the administration of booster doses of vaccines 
to fully vaccinated individuals in the general population, according to a technical report issued by the 
European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC). The report also notes that additional 

https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/ecdc-ema-highlight-considerations-additional-booster-doses-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/ecdc-ema-highlight-considerations-additional-booster-doses-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/covid-19-public-health-considerations-additional-vaccine-doses
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/covid-19-strengthen-member-states-capacities-detect-and-identify-variants
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/covid-19-strengthen-member-states-capacities-detect-and-identify-variants
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52021DC0078
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/ecdc-and-ema-considerations-additional-and-booster-doses-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/ecdc-and-ema-considerations-additional-and-booster-doses-covid-19-vaccines


 
 

doses should already be considered for people with severely weakened immune systems as part of 
their primary vaccination. 
 
:::::: 
 

 
 

 
Data as of 2021-09-03 

https://vaccinetracker.ecdc.europa.eu/public/extensions/COVID-19/vaccine-tracker.html#uptake-tab 
 

:::::: 
 
European Commission  
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/home/en   
Questions and answers   3 September 2021 
Questions and Answers: The EU and AstraZeneca agree on COVID-19 vaccine supply and 
on ending litigation 
 
Press release   3 September 2021 
Coronavirus: The EU and AstraZeneca agree on COVID-19 vaccine supply and on ending 
litigation 
   Today the EU and AstraZeneca have reached an agreement which will secure the delivery of the 
remaining COVID-19 vaccine doses to Member States under the terms of the Advance Purchase 
Agreement concluded on 27 August 2020 with AstraZeneca.  
   
Press release  31 August 2021 
Coronavirus: 70% of the EU adult population fully vaccinated 
   Today, the EU has reached a crucial milestone with 70% of the adult population now fully 
vaccinated. In total, over 256 million adults in the EU have now received a full vaccine course.  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Africa: COVID-19 – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 

https://vaccinetracker.ecdc.europa.eu/public/extensions/COVID-19/vaccine-tracker.html#uptake-tab
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/home/en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/qanda_21_4562
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/qanda_21_4562
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_4561
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_4561
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_4362


 
 

 
 

 
 

Current at 09/01/2021 Full scale, interactive dashboard available at:  
https://africacdc.org/covid-19-vaccination/ 

 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Russia: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
Russia: Sputnik V – “the first registered COVID-19 vaccine”   
https://sputnikvaccine.com/newsroom/pressreleases/ 
Press Releases 
Sputnik V demonstrates 94.8% efficacy against COVID during the vaccination campaign in 
San Marino  
Press release, 02.09.2021  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
India: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  

https://africacdc.org/covid-19-vaccination/
https://sputnikvaccine.com/newsroom/pressreleases/
https://sputnikvaccine.com/newsroom/pressreleases/sputnik-v-demonstrates-94-8-efficacy-against-covid-during-the-vaccination-campaign-in-san-marino/
https://sputnikvaccine.com/newsroom/pressreleases/sputnik-v-demonstrates-94-8-efficacy-against-covid-during-the-vaccination-campaign-in-san-marino/


 
 

 
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 
https://www.mohfw.gov.in/ 

 

 
 

Latest Updates 
No new digest content identified 
 
 
Government of India – Press Information Bureau 
Latest Press Releases 
No new digest content identified 
 
 
Indian Council for Medical Research (ICMR)  
https://www.icmr.gov.in/media.html 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
China: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 
Research on link of COVID, cold chain urged 
Updated: 2021-09-01| CHINA DAILY 
        Chinese researchers are calling for global cooperation to improve understanding of the spread of 
SARS-CoV-2 via cold chains as part of efforts to trace the origins of the virus. 
The first phase of WHO-organized studies into the origins of the virus that causes COVID-19 wrapped 
up in China in February and identified the cold-chain theory as a possible explanation for its spread 
across populations. 
   "The cold-chain industry inherently spans the globe. As we are seeing a large amount of science-
based evidence pointing to the virus' spread via cold chains, we suggest the next phase of origin-
tracing work involve concerted cold-chain studies under a global framework," Liu Jun, a professor at 
the National Institute for Viral Disease Control and Prevention of the Chinese Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention, said on Friday. 
   He said Chinese scientists will continue to focus on cold-chain products that arrived in Wuhan, Hubei 
province, in the four months before the virus emerged in the city in late 2019. Samples will be taken 
and tested from cold storage… 
 

https://www.mohfw.gov.in/
https://pib.gov.in/indexm.aspx
https://www.icmr.gov.in/media.html
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/2021-09/01/c_84517.htm


 
 

[Also  see China CDC below] 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
https://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/ 
 
Polio this week as of 02 September 2021 
 
Summary of new WPV and cVDPV viruses this week (AFP cases and ES positives):  
:: Pakistan: one WPV1 positive environmental sample 
:: Ethiopia: two cVDPV2 cases 
:: Gambia: four cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
:: Liberia: one cVDPV2 positive environmental sample 
:: Mali: one cVDPV2 case 
:: Mauritania: two cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
:: Niger: one cVDPV2 positive environmental sample 
:: Nigeria: twenty-three cVDPV2 cases and fifteen cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
:: Senegal: two cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
:: Sierra Leone: one cVDPV2 case 
:: Tajikistan: one cVDPV2 case 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
WHO/OCHA Emergencies 
 
Editor’s Note: 
WHO has apparently reorganized and fundamentally shifted how it judges and tracks “emergencies”. 
We found no announcement of descriptive information to share and present the webpage structure as 
encountered below. Obviously, the dates associated with some of these emergencies suggest that this 
is an archival platform as well as a current emergencies resource. 
 
Health emergencies  list - WHO 
“The health emergencies list details the disease outbreaks, disasters and humanitarian crises where 
WHO plays an essential role in supporting countries to respond to and recover from emergencies with 
public health consequences.” 
 
Crisis in Tigray, Ethiopia   [Last apparent update: 5 Aug 2021] 
 
Ebola outbreak, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 2021  [Last apparent update: 17 Aug 2021] 
 
Ebola outbreak outbreak, N'Zerekore, Guinea, 2021  [Last apparent update: 17 Aug 2021] 

https://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
https://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/crisis-in-tigray-ethiopia
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/ebola-2021-north-kivu
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/ebola-2021-north-kivu
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/ebola-2021-nzerekore-guinea
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/ebola-2021-nzerekore-guinea


 
 

 
Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic  [See COVID above] 
 
Ebola outbreak, Equateur Province, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 2020  
[Last apparent update: 17 Aug 2021] 
 
Ebola outbreak, North Kivu, Ituri, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 2018 – 2020   
[Last apparent update: 17 Aug 2021] 
 
Ebola outbreak, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 2018  [Last apparent update: 24 July 2018] 
 
Yemen crisis  [Last apparent update: 12 February 2021] 
 
Syria crisis  [Last apparent update: 18 June 2021] 
 
Somalia crisis   [Last apparent update: 24 March 2018] 
 
Nigeria crisis   [Last apparent update: 9 May 2018] 
 
Ebola outbreak, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 2017     [Last apparent update: 17 Aug 
2021] 
 
Zika virus disease outbreak, 2015-2016  [Last apparent update: 24 Jan 2020] 
 
Ebola outbreak: West Africa, 2014-2016  [Last apparent update: 17 Aug 2021] 
 
Iraq crisis   [Last apparent update: 9 Jan 2008] 
 
South Sudan crisis  [Last apparent update: 23 Sep 2020] 
 
Avian influenza A (H7N9) virus outbreak    
:: 13 September 2021    News release 
Upcoming WHO Consultation on the Composition of Influenza Virus Vaccines for the Southern 
Hemisphere 2022 
 
Middle East respiratory syndrome (MERS-CoV) outbreak  [Last apparent update: 8 July 2019] 
 
Influenza A (H1N1) virus, 2009-2010 pandemic  [Last apparent update: 10 Aug 2010] 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Current Emergencies 
Current Corporate Emergencies 
Northern Ethiopia 
Ethiopia - Tigray Region Humanitarian Update Situation Report, 2 Sep 2021 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/ebola-health-update---équateur-province-democratic-republic-of-the-congo-2020
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/ebola-health-update---équateur-province-democratic-republic-of-the-congo-2020
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/Ebola-2019-drc-
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/Ebola-2019-drc-
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/Ebola-2018-drc
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/Ebola-2018-drc
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/yemen-crisis
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/yemen-crisis
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/syria-crisis
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/syria-crisis
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/somalia-crisis
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/somalia-crisis
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/nigeria-crisis
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/nigeria-crisis
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/ebola-outbreak-2017---drc
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/ebola-outbreak-2017---drc
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/zika-virus-outbreak
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/zika-virus-outbreak
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/ebola-outbreak-2014-2016-West-Africa
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/ebola-outbreak-2014-2016-West-Africa
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/iraq-crisis
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/iraq-crisis
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/south-sudan-crisis
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/south-sudan-crisis
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/avian-influenza-a-(h7n9)-virus-outbreak
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/avian-influenza-a-(h7n9)-virus-outbreak
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/avian-influenza-a-(h7n9)-virus-outbreak
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/avian-influenza-a-(h7n9)-virus-outbreak
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/middle-east-respiratory-syndrome-outbreak
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/middle-east-respiratory-syndrome-outbreak
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/influenza-a-(h1n1)-outbreak
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/influenza-a-(h1n1)-outbreak
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/ethiopia-tigray-region-humanitarian-update-situation-report-2-sep-2021


 
 

 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 04 Sep 2021]  
https://www.who.int/ 
News 
13 September 2021   News release 
Upcoming WHO Consultation on the Composition of Influenza Virus Vaccines for the 
Southern Hemisphere 2022 
 
3 September 2021   Departmental news 
Virtual cGMP Training Marathon for vaccine manufacturing 
 
3 September 2021   Departmental news 
WHO and UN partners’ compendium of 500 actions aims to reduce diseases from 
environmental factors and save lives 
 
2 September 2021   News release 
World failing to address dementia challenge 
 
1 September 2021   News release 
WHO, Germany open Hub for Pandemic and Epidemic Intelligence in Berlin 
 
1 September 2021   Departmental news 
What’s needed to improve safety and quality of abortion care? 
 
31 August 2021   News release 
WHO releases new compendium of innovative health technologies for COVID-19 and other 
priority diseases 
 
31 August 2021   Medical product alert 
Medical Product Alert N°5/2021: Falsified COVISHIELD vaccine (Update) 
 
30 August 2021   Departmental news 
Profile: Dr. Kwaku Poku Asante, Director at Kintampo Health Research Centre, Ghana 
Health Service 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO      
:: Afro-Move network helps track COVID-19 vaccine effectiveness  02 September 2021  
As COVID-19 vaccines are rolled out in Africa, understanding the effectiveness of these vaccines in real 
world settings is crucial for countries to plan and refine their vaccination programmes and other public 
health measures. 
:: Guinea’s swift action in detecting, curbing Marburg  02 September 2021    
When a man in Temessadou M’Boket – a village in the densely forested southern Guinea region – died 
in early August 2021 after suffering fever, headache and haemorrhage, a medical team was quickly 
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dispatched, and within hours of his death, laboratory analysis revealed that he had been ill with 
Marburg. 
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
No new digest content identified 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
:: 3 September 2021   News release  Health Ministers from WHO South-East Asia Region to discuss 
pandemic, rebuilding essential health services for UHC 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: WHO/Europe: stagnating COVID-19 vaccination uptake requires urgent action 30-08-2021  
:: All schools in Europe and Central Asia should remain open and be made safer from COVID-19, say 
WHO and UNICEF 30-08-2021 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: Islamic Republic of Iran receives third delivery of COVID-19 vaccines through the COVAX Facility 
2 September 2021 
:: Germany donates 1.3 million face masks for COVID-19 response in Somalia  31 August 2021 
:: Every sector in Syria has a role to play in addressing social determinants of health and influencing 
health outcomes  30 August 2021 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
No new digest content identified 
 
:::::: 
 
New WHO Publications [Selected] 
https://www.who.int/publications/i 
3 September 2021  
Compendium of WHO and other UN guidance on health and environment 
 
1 September 2021  
Summary of Key Characteristics of WHO Prequalified Rotavirus Vaccines 
 
31 August 2021  
WHO compendium of innovative health technologies for low-resource settings 2021. 
COVID-19  
[See COVID above for detail] 
 
COVID-19 immunization in refugees and migrants: principles and key considerations: 
interim guidance,...  
31 August 2021  
[See Milestones above for detail] 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
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CDC/ACIP [U.S.] [to 04 Sep 2021] 
http://www.cdc.gov/media/index.html 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html 
Latest News Releases, Announcements 
CDC Announces More Than $300 Million in Funding to Support Community Health Workers  
Friday, September 3, 2021  
 
CDC launches COVID-19 resources for people with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities  
Tuesday, August 31, 2021  
 
CDC Statement Following ACIP Pfizer-BioNTech Vote  
Monday, August 30, 2021 
[See COVID-USA above for detail] 
 
:::::: 

 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19)- CDC 
Approximately 50 announcements/reports/data summaries. 
9/3/21 
EARLY RELEASE: Hospitalizations Associated with COVID-19 Among Children and 
Adolescents — COVID-NET, 14 States, March 1, 2020–August 14, 2021 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Africa CDC   [to 04 Sep 2021] 
http://www.africacdc.org/ 
News 
Press Releases 
African Vaccine Acquisition Trust delivers 12 000 doses of COVID-19 vaccine to the African 
Union  
   ADDIS ABABA, ETHIOPIA, 3 SEPTEMBER  2021 – The African Union (AU), through the Africa Centres 
for Disease Control and Prevention (Africa CDC), has worked with the African Vaccine Acquisition Trust 
(AVAT) to secure 12,000 doses of the Johnson and Johnson single-shot COVID-19 vaccine for the 
African Union Commission (AUC) staff, AU Embassies’ staff and their dependents. The vaccines were 
handed over to the African Union’s Medical Health Services Directorate (MHSD) today. They arrived on 
the 1st of September. 
   The vaccines, partly manufactured in South Africa, were imported with the support of the 
government of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia. Being able to offer vaccines to all AUC and 
AU Embassy staff and their dependents is also an important step in securing the AU’s business 
continuity… 
 
Press Releases 
France works with African partners to deliver 10 million vaccines to Africa  
30 August 2021  
 
:::::: 
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:::::: 
 
China CDC  http://www.chinacdc.cn/en/ 
 
National Health Commission of the People's Republic of China  [to 04 Sep 2021] 
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/ 
News 
Sept 4: Daily briefing on novel coronavirus cases in China 
   On Sept 3, 31 provincial-level regions and the Xinjiang Production and Construction Corps on the 
Chinese mainland reported 28 new cases of confirmed infections. 
 
Research on link of COVID, cold chain urged 
Updated: 2021-09-01| CHINA DAILY 
 
 
National Medical Products Administration – PRC  [to 04 Sep 2021] 
http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/news.html 
News 
Over 2.07b doses of COVID-19 vaccines administered in China 
2021-09-03 
More than 2.07 billion doses of COVID-19 vaccines had been administered in China as of Wednesday, 
data from the National Health Commission showed on Sept 2.  
 
 
CCDC Weekly - Weekly Reports: Current Volume (3) 
2021-09-03 / No. 36 
PDF of this issue 
:: Outbreak Reports: Five Independent Cases of Human Infection with Avian Influenza H5N6 — 
Sichuan Province, China, 2021  
:: Methods and Applications: The Establishment and Application of Mobile Electronic Surveillance 
System for Infectious Diseases with the Help of China — Sierra Leone, 2016-Present  
:: Notifiable Infectious Diseases Reports: Reported Cases and Deaths of National Notifiable Infectious 
Diseases — China, June, 2021  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Organization Announcements 
Editor’s Note: 
Careful readers will note that the number and range of organizations now monitored in our 
Announcements section below has grown as the impacts of the pandemic have spread across global 
economies, supply chains and programmatic activity of multilateral agencies and INGOs. 
 
 
Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 04 Sep 2021] 
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/ 
News  
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No new digest content identified. 
 
  
BARDA – U.S. Department of HHS   [to 04 Sep 2021] 
https://www.phe.gov/about/barda/Pages/default.aspx 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 04 Sep 2021] 
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/ideas/media-center 
Press Releases and Statements  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute    [to 04 Sep 2021] 
https://www.gatesmri.org/ 
The Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute is a non-profit biotech organization. Our mission is 
to develop products to fight malaria, tuberculosis, and diarrheal diseases—three major causes of 
mortality, poverty, and inequality in developing countries. The world has unprecedented scientific tools 
at its disposal; now is the time to use them to save the lives of the world's poorest people  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CARB-X   [to 04 Sep 2021] 
https://carb-x.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Center for Vaccine Ethics and Policy – GE2P2 Global Foundation   [to 04 Sep 2021] 
https://centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.net/ 
News/Analysis/Statements 
:: Past weekly editions and posting of all segments of Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in 
Review are available here. 
:: [NEW] Informed Consent: A Monthly Review – September 2021 is now posted here 
  
 
CEPI – Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations  [to 04 Sep 2021] 
http://cepi.net/  
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
DARPA – Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency  [to 04 Sep 2021 
https://www.darpa.mil/news 
News 
9/2/2021 

https://www.phe.gov/about/barda/Pages/default.aspx
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DARPA Announces Researchers Selected to INCAS Program 
   Today, DARPA announced the researchers selected to its Influence Campaign Awareness and 
Sensemaking (INCAS) program. Research teams led by Smart Information Flow Technologies (SIFT), 
Protagonist Technology, University of Southern California Information Sciences Institute (ISI), 
University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, and Uncharted Software will work to develop automated 
techniques and tools that aid U.S. analysts in the detection and sensemaking of geopolitical online 
influence campaigns. Additionally, teams led by Lockheed Martin Advanced Technology Laboratories 
and University of Maryland Applied Research Laboratory for Intelligence and Security (ARLIS) will 
support test, evaluation, and transition efforts of the resulting INCAS technologies.  
 
 
Duke Global Health Innovation Center  [to 04 Sep 2021] 
https://dukeghic.org/ 
Our Blog 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EDCTP    [to 04 Sep 2021] 
http://www.edctp.org/ 
The European & Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership (EDCTP) aims to accelerate the 
development of new or improved drugs, vaccines, microbicides and diagnostics against HIV/AIDS, 
tuberculosis and malaria as well as other poverty-related and neglected infectious diseases in sub-
Saharan Africa, with a focus on phase II and III clinical trials 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Emory Vaccine Center    [to 04 Sep 2021] 
http://www.vaccines.emory.edu/ 
Vaccine Center News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
European Vaccine Initiative  [to 04 Sep 2021] 
http://www.euvaccine.eu/  
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Fondation Merieux  [to 04 Sep 2021] 
http://www.fondation-merieux.org/ 
News, Events 
Mérieux Foundation co-organized event 
World Rabies Day 2021: Celebrating action to maintain momentum 
September 6, 2021 - Virtual Event 
 
 
Gavi [to 04 Sep 2021] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 

https://www.darpa.mil/news-events/2021-09-02.html
https://dukeghic.org/
http://www.edctp.org/
http://www.vaccines.emory.edu/
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https://www.gavi.org/


 
 

2 September 2021 
Canada donates doses through COVAX – Nigeria, Kenya and Niger to receive first doses 
 
30 August 2021 
France donates 10 million doses to Africa through COVAX and AU 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 04 Sep 2021] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
GHIT was set up in 212 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund  [to 04 Sep 2021] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
News & Stories 
New Global Fund Tools to Oversee Grant Investments 
02 September 2021 
 
 
Global Research Collaboration for Infectious Disease Preparedness [GloPID-R] [to 04 Sep 
2021] 
https://www.glopid-r.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Hilleman Laboratories   [to 04 Sep 2021] 
http://www.hillemanlabs.org/ 
Website reports “under maintenance” at inquiry 
 
 
Human Vaccines Project   [to 04 Sep 2021] 
http://www.humanvaccinesproject.org/  
News 
HVP COVID Report 
Sep 02, 2021  
Laurie Garrett: Is There a COVID-19 Endgame?  
[Excerpt] 
… Given all of this, what is the endgame for COVID-19? 
That is the fundamental question. And it is the one I’ve been asking over and over. Instead of 
endgame, what even is our strategy? We’re playing football without a coach and without anyone even 
agreeing on which goal post we’re supposed to run to. We don’t have agreement on national 
elimination as a strategy versus global eradication, which is the other extreme. We also have no clear 
effort underway to genuinely ascertain zoonotic spread of this virus. With COVID, we know that the 
ACE2 receptor in one form or another is in every single mammal. What this tells us is that eradication is 
going to be incredibly difficult, probably impossible in terms of the firm meaning of the term. It is going 
to be a permanent part of our environment now and it will be reentering the human species in spillover 
events from animal populations for the rest of the 21st century. 
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We need to ask ourselves: what is a reasonable strategic goal? And then design everything accordingly. 
What we’re facing is a failure to have started with a strategic global plan to begin with. This is the 
same mess we’re in with climate change, and really all the great supra-national challenges of our time. 
 
You don’t get to an endgame without a strategy. But asking about endgame matters because all 
military leaders will tell you that you don’t have a strategy until you have a strategic goal. If you don’t 
have a goal, then all you have is a list of tactics about which you will endlessly debate and that’s 
exactly where we are now. I don’t see how we easily get past this. 
 

 

IAVI  [to 04 Sep 2021] 
https://www.iavi.org/newsroom 
Latest News  
September 1, 2021  
IAVI statement on results from Phase IIb Imbokodo HIV vaccine clinical trial  
Janssen-sponsored trial in sub-Saharan Africa discontinued due to lack of efficacy. 
   Pharmaceutical company Johnson & Johnson today announced the discontinuation of a Phase IIb 
HIV vaccine clinical trial known as Imbokodo (HVTN 705/HPX2008), sponsored by Janssen Vaccines & 
Prevention B.V., part of the Janssen Pharmaceutical Companies of Johnson & Johnson. Data showed 
the investigational HIV vaccine regimen did not prevent HIV infection in a population of young women 
in sub-Saharan Africa at high risk of acquiring HIV. Importantly, the investigational vaccine was found 
to be safe with no serious adverse events among trial participants. 
   “Though these results are disappointing, IAVI commends Janssen and the study investigators for 
their commitment to HIV vaccine science and to conducting the Imbokodo trial safely, ethically, and in 
global collaboration with public and private institutions as well as communities,” said Mark Feinberg, 
M.D., Ph.D., President and CEO of IAVI. “A safe, effective, broadly accessible HIV vaccine remains an 
urgent global health priority. Going forward, IAVI and our collaborators believe that the most promising 
new HIV vaccine approaches are those intended to induce broadly neutralizing antibodies.”… 
 
 
International Coalition of Medicines Regulatory Authorities [ICMRA] 
http://www.icmra.info/drupal/en/news 
Selected Statements, Press Releases, Research  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICRC  [to 04 Sep 2021] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports              
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFFIm 
http://www.iffim.org/ 
Press Releases/Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
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IFRC   [to 04 Sep 2021] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Institut Pasteur   [to 04 Sep 2021] 
https://www.pasteur.fr/en/press-area 
Press Documents 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 04 Sep 2021]  
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ISC / International Science Council  [to 04 Sep 2021] 
ISC is a non-governmental organization with a unique global membership that brings together 40 
international scientific Unions and Associations and over 140 national and regional scientific 
organizations including Academies and Research Councils.  
https://council.science/current/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IVAC  [to 04 Sep 2021] 
https://www.jhsph.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/ivac/index.html 
Updates; Events 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
IVI   [to 04 Sep 2021] 
http://www.ivi.int/ 
Selected IVI News, Announcements, Events 
IVI 20th International Vaccinology Course kicks off September 6, 2021: Registration open 
 
 
Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security   [to 04 Sep 2021] 
https://www.centerforhealthsecurity.org/news/center-news/ 
Center News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 04 Sep 2021]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
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Latest [Selected Announcements] 
Access to medicines  
Lifesaving TB medicines still out of reach for children in high-burden countries  
Press Release 3 Sep 2021  
 
Venezuela  
Tracking mosquitoes to prevent malaria in Venezuela  
Project Update 1 Sep 2021  
 
Lebanon  
Healthcare system in Lebanon disintegrates as political vacuum persists  
Project Update 1 Sep 2021  
 
Haiti  
The long road to recovery for earthquake survivors in Haiti  
Project Update 30 Aug 2021  
 
 
National Academy of Medicine - USA  [to 04 Sep 2021] 
https://nam.edu/programs/ 
Selected News/Programs 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
National Academy of Sciences - USA  [to 04 Sep 2021] 
http://www.nasonline.org/news-and-multimedia/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
National Vaccine Program Office - U.S. HHS  [to 04 Sep 2021] 
https://www.hhs.gov/vaccines/about/index.html 
Upcoming Meetings/Latest Updates 
Upcoming Meetings 
September 14-15, 2021 NVAC Meeting 
 
 
NIH  [to 04 Sep 2021] 
http://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases 
News Releases   
HIV Vaccine Candidate Does Not Sufficiently Protect Women Against HIV Infection 
August 31, 2021 — No Safety Concerns Found in Imbokodo Sub-Saharan Africa Study.  
   An investigational HIV vaccine tested in the “Imbokodo” clinical trial conducted in sub-Saharan Africa 
posed no safety concerns but did not provide sufficient protection against HIV infection, according to a 
primary analysis of the study data. The Phase 2b proof-of-concept study, which began in November 
2017, enrolled 2,637 women ages 18 to 35 years from five countries… 
 
 

https://www.msf.org/lifesaving-tb-medicines-still-out-reach-children-high-burden-countries
https://www.msf.org/controlling-mosquitoes-prevent-malaria-venezuela
https://www.msf.org/healthcare-system-lebanon-crumbles-amidst-political-and-economic-crisis
https://www.msf.org/earthquake-survivors-haiti-face-multitude-obstacles-their-path-recovery
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PATH  [to 04 Sep 2021]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Sabin Vaccine Institute  [to 04 Sep 2021] 
http://www.sabin.org/updates/pressreleases 
Statements and Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 04 Sep 2021]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
 UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 04 Sep 2021] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Selected News Releases, Announcements  
Unprecedented displacement in Central America and Mexico calls for urgent regional 
responsibility sharing 
2 Sep 2021  
   SAN SALVADOR - Central America and Mexico are facing unprecedented pressure as the number of 
people seeking international protection rises at a time when access to asylum and territory is being 
limited through troubling border restrictions, said Gillian Triggs, UNHCR’s Assistant High Commissioner 
for Protection, on wrapping up a two-week mission to the region. 
   “In Mexico, Guatemala and El Salvador, I have seen the tremendous strain the region is under 
because of the increasing flows of refugees and migrants. Extraordinary efforts are being made by 
governments and civil society to address these challenges,” Triggs said. 
   In conversations with internally displaced people, asylum seekers and refugees, Triggs heard stories 
of sexual violence, death threats and extortion in communities controlled by criminal gangs that – often 
coupled with economic hardship and the effects of climate change – have forced nearly a million 
people from El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras to flee their homes…. 
 
‘After the airlift’. News Comment attributable to UN High Commissioner for Refugees 
Filippo Grandi 
The evacuation from Kabul is coming to an end. A larger crisis is just beginning.  
30 Aug 2021  
 
The 1961 Statelessness Convention: 60 years of promoting and protecting the right to a 
nationality  
30 Aug 2021  
 
 
UNICEF  [to 04 Sep 2021] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
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Press Releases, News Notes, Statements  [Selected] 
Press release  09/02/2021  
Haiti earthquake: over half a million children at risk of waterborne diseases - UNICEF  
 
Press release  08/30/2021  
All schools in Europe & Central Asia should remain open and made safer from COVID-19, 
say WHO and UNICEF  
   As millions of school children return to school across the European Region where the highly 
transmissible SARS-CoV-2 Delta variant is dominant, the WHO Regional Office for Europe and UNICEF 
ECARO call for schools to stay open  
 
 
Unitaid  [to 04 Sep 2021] 
https://unitaid.org/ 
Featured News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Vaccine Equity Initiative   [to 04 Sep 2021] 
https://vaccineequitycooperative.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Vaccination Acceptance & Demand Initiative [Sabin)  [to 04 Sep 2021] 
https://www.vaccineacceptance.org/ 
Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Vaccine Confidence Project  [to 04 Sep 2021] 
http://www.vaccineconfidence.org/ 
News, Research and Reports 
INFODEMIC A Stanford Conference on Social Media and COVID Misinformation 
Sep 4, 2021 
   Prof. Heidi Larson introduces Stanford University’s conference Social Media and COVID 
Misinformation. The conference engaged experts in the fields of biomedical ethics, public health, and 
cyber policy with representatives from social media companies, popular blog sites, and the public to 
examine the intersection of social media, ethics, and COVID misinformation. 
    Video: https://youtu.be/ursrN7UXbPo 
 
Coronavirus global impact 
   Launched April 2, 2020 and recurring every 3 days, Premise Data is utilizing its global network of 
Contributors to assess economic, social, and health sentiment surrounding the coronavirus (COVID-19). 
 
 
Vaccine Education Center – Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia  [to 04 Sep 2021] 
http://www.chop.edu/centers-programs/vaccine-education-center 

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/haiti-earthquake-over-half-million-children-risk-waterborne-diseases-unicef
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/all-schools-europe-central-asia-should-remain-open-and-made-safer-covid-19-say-who
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/all-schools-europe-central-asia-should-remain-open-and-made-safer-covid-19-say-who
https://unitaid.org/
https://vaccineequitycooperative.org/news/
https://www.vaccineacceptance.org/
http://www.vaccineconfidence.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ursrN7UXbPo
https://youtu.be/ursrN7UXbPo
https://www.vaccineconfidence.org/coronavirus-global-impact
http://www.chop.edu/centers-programs/vaccine-education-center


 
 

News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 04 Sep 2021] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
News and reports 
Opinion 
Authors: Alison Doig, Modi Mwatsama 
Countdown to COP26: four actions global leaders can take to tackle the climate crisis and 
improve health 
1 September 2021 
 
 
The Wistar Institute   [to 04 Sep 2021] 
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
Press Releases 
The Wistar Institute Recruits Vaccine Researcher Amelia Escolano, Ph.D., and 
Immunologist Nan Zhang, Ph.D., as Assistant Professors  
   PHILADELPHIA — (Sept. 1, 2021) — The Wistar Institute, an international biomedical research leader 
in cancer, immunology and infectious diseases, welcomes Amelia Escolano, Ph.D., and Nan Zhang, 
Ph.D., as assistant professors. 
 
Press Release 
The Wistar Institute Appoints Italo Tempera, Ph.D., as Associate Director for Cancer 
Research Career Enhancement of Its Cancer Center  
   PHILADELPHIA — (Aug. 31, 2021) — The Wistar Institute announces the appointment of Italo 
Tempera, Ph.D., as Associate Director for Cancer Research Career Enhancement at the Institute’s 
Cancer Center. In this role, Tempera, who is also an associate professor in the Gene Expression & 
Regulation Program, will lead the educational mission of the Institute and its Cancer Center to train 
scientists and create workforce development programs in the life sciences. 
 

 
WFPHA: World Federation of Public Health Associations  [to 04 Sep 2021] 
https://www.wfpha.org/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Bank [to 04 Sep 2021] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
Selected News, Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 04 Sep 2021] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
Latest News – Selected Items 
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2nd edition of the Secretariat Note on the role of Customs in facilitating and securing the 
cross-border movement of situationally critical medicines and vaccines 
May 2021 
   The objective of this document is to provide guidance with regard to the implementation by Members 
of the twelve measures outlined in the WCO Resolution on the Role of Customs in facilitating the cross-
border movement of situationally critical medicines and vaccines, as well as provide information on 
WCO instruments and tools that can support the implementation of the Resolution, and on Members’ 
good practices. 
 
Joint Indicative List of Critical COVID-19 Vaccine Inputs 
7 Jul 2021 
   The joint indicative list seeks to compile information on the critical inputs for the manufacturing, 
distributing and administering of COVID-19 vaccines that has been produced by several organizations. 
It was first compiled by the WTO Secretariat as a working document to facilitate discussions at the 
WTO COVID-19 Vaccine Supply Chain and Regulatory Transparency Symposium that took place on 29 
June 2021. The list is purely indicative and subject to further clarification, modification, and 
improvement based on inputs by pharma and customs experts. It is based on the HS 2017 version and 
is without prejudice to the actual tariff classification assigned by WTO Members' customs 
administrations at the time of importation. The list has no legal status and is without prejudice to the 
rights and obligations of WTO Members. 
 

 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 04 Sep 2021] 
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2021/ 
Press Releases, Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 04 Sep 2021] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
WTO News and Events 
How can cooperation on trade contribute to the United Nations Environment Assembly 
(UNEA) process on plastic pollution? 
2 September 2021 
   Event organized by UNCTAD, UNEP, the Forum on Trade, Environment and the SDGs, and the 
Government of Ecuador 
Remarks by DDG Paugam 
News item 
 
:::::: 
 
ARM [Alliance for Regenerative Medicine]  [to 04 Sep 2021] 
Press Releases - Alliance for Regenerative Medicine (alliancerm.org) 
Selected Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
BIO    [to 04 Sep 2021] 
https://www.bio.org/press-releases 
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Press Releases, Letters, Testimony, Comments [Selected] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
DCVMN – Developing Country Vaccine Manufacturers Network  [to 04 Sep 2021] 
http://www.dcvmn.org/ 
News; Upcoming events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICBA – International Council of Biotechnology Associations   [to 04 Sep 2021] 
https://internationalbiotech.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFPMA   [to 04 Sep 2021] 
http://www.ifpma.org/resources/news-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Publications 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Generic and Biosimilar Medicines Association [IGBA] 
https://www.igbamedicines.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Alliance of Patients’ Organizations – IAPO  [to 04 Sep 2021] 
https://www.iapo.org.uk/news/topic/6  
Press and media [Selected] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
PhRMA    [to 04 Sep 2021] 
http://www.phrma.org/  
Latest News [Selected] 
The impact of monoclonal antibodies and COVID-19 recovery 
September 2, 2021 
   Monoclonal antibodies are a type of biologic medicine that play a central role in advancing our ability 
to treat a range of diseases. 
Blog Post 
 
 
   *  *  *  * 

 
 
Journal Watch 
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   Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review continues its weekly scanning of key peer-reviewed 
journals to identify and cite articles, commentary and editorials, books reviews and other content 
supporting our focu-s on vaccine ethics and policy. Journal Watch is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative of themes and issues the Center is actively tracking. We selectively provide full text of some 
editorial and comment articles that are specifically relevant to our work. Successful access to some of 
the links provided may require subscription or other access arrangement unique to the publisher.  
     If you would like to suggest other journal titles to include in this service, please contact David Curry 
at: david.r.curry@centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.org 
 
 
AJOB Empirical Bioethics 
Volume 12, 2020 Issue 3 
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uabr21/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
AMA Journal of Ethics 
Volume 23, Number 9: E667-756  Sep 2021 
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/issue/implantable-material-and-device-regulation 
Implantable Material and Device Regulation 
About 10% of Americans will have a device implanted into their bodies during their lifetimes. Fewer 
than 0.5% of these devices, however, are likely to have been tested in rigorous clinical trials generally 
regarded as standard by US regulators. Despite looser regulation of materials and devices than for 
pharmaceuticals, clinician-investigators and the Food and Drug Administration are obligated to balance 
patient-subjects’ safety with demand for patients’ timely access to technologies and interventions that 
might improve or extend their lives. This issue investigates that tension.  
From the Editor  
Sep 2021  
How Differently Should the FDA Regulate Drugs and Devices?  
Ariel Wampler, MD  
This issue invites clinicians, researchers, device representatives, and patient-safety champions to 
consider how to exercise sufficient caution without stifling innovation.  
 
AMA Code of Medical Ethics’ Opinions Related to Implantable Devices  
Robert Dinallo  
   The AMA Code of Medical Ethics offers guidance for balancing need for safety with demand for 
innovation.  
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mortality data and routine surveillance in the context of COVID-19 and beyond. Consequences of 
inaccuracies in mortality data threaten the mission of public health, while challenges facing the 
professions of those who encounter and study death are facing unprecedented pressures 
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The genomic history of the Middle East 
Mohamed A. Almarri, Marc Haber, Reem A. Lootah, Pille Hallast, Saeed Al Turki, Hilary C. Martin, Yali 
Xue, Chris Tyler-Smith 
Open Access 
   A high-coverage resource of physically phased genomes from eight Middle Eastern populations 
generated via linked-read sequencing provides insights into a genetically understudied region and 
enables more comprehensive study of population history and the detection of millions of variants 
common to the Middle East but outside short-read accessibility masks and not previously cataloged. It 
enhances our understanding of regional ancestry, the spread of languages, the effects of climate 
change on populations, and the evolutionary history of genetic variants. 
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Pages: 542-545 
First Published:06 June 2021 
    … In this Perspective, we have briefly summarized the more recent origins and advances in the field 
of biologic pharmacogenetics under the academic discipline of vaccinomics. Although many advances 
have been made and are slowly being incorporated into how industry and biotechnology develops novel 
vaccine candidates, much more needs to be done. Interest in personalized applications of vaccines and 
drugs is evident; as one example, consider the tremendous rise in the demand for direct-to-consumer 
genetic testing. This interest will further accelerate as genetic-based testing becomes cheaper and 
offers more in-depth information. For example, our own work with the measles virus has uncovered 
SNPs in the CD46 and IFI44L genes that are associated with a substantial reduction in neutralizing 
antibody response to measles vaccine.18 Such findings allow the potential for reverse engineering a 
vaccine that can overcome such a barrier. Understanding why certain individuals are predisposed to 
specific AEs and which vaccines have a higher risk of eliciting those AEs will allow healthcare providers 
to match the right vaccine to the right recipient in order to minimize risks and maximize benefits… 
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Advanced Therapies and Regulatory Framework in Different Areas of the Globe: Past, 
Present, and Future 
Cleila Pimenta, Vitória Bettiol, Thuany Alencar-Silva,...Robert Pogue, Juliana Lott Carvalho, Maria Sueli 
Soares Felipe 
Published online: April 21, 2021  e103-e138 
Abstract 
Purpose 
The field of human medicine is in a constant state of evolution, developing and incorporating 
technological advances from diverse scientific fields. In recent years, cellular and gene therapies have 
come of age, challenging regulatory agencies to define the path for commercial registration. Approval 
necessarily demands robust evidence for safety and efficacy, but these exigencies must not be such 
that they render unviable the development and testing of the therapeutic agent. Furthermore, 
reimbursement strategies are required to guarantee commercial viability of these products, to avoid the 
risk that they will be removed from the market or become unavailable to most patients through lack of 
financial resources. To address such challenges, several countries have created strategies to manage 
advanced therapy products. 
Methods 
Based on official documents published by regulatory agencies worldwide, this review summarizes the 
current scenario in the United States, Europe, Brazil, Japan, South Korea, and China in this regard, 
discussing the harmonized and dissonant aspects of the regulatory framework in different regions of 
the world and exploring perspectives for the future. 
Findings 
The technical aspects of advanced therapies are increasingly complex, bringing challenges for high 
mass commercialization and demanding specific regulation. The regulatory framework of the analyzed 
regions is mainly recent and discordant, but many harmonizing initiatives were observed. 
Implications 
The comparative analysis of regulatory frameworks in different parts of the world is informative, as 
scientists must be aware of the rationale of regulators to assertively develop new technology and 
products that will be commercialized. The comparative analysis also provides insight into the main 
dissonances that must be addressed, fostering the harmonization of local regulatory frameworks. Many 
unanswered questions still lie ahead for the field of advanced therapies, and empirical evidence will be 
the most effective way to separate hype from hope and to establish the most sustainable mechanisms 
to regulate and finance such products in each part of the world. 
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Section snippets 
Rebuilding the scientific ecosystem 
   Care has a price, research has a price: this engages ethical tensions with the Hippocratic oath and 
the archetype of scientific knowledge as a not marketable universal good. On the basis of this 
observation, the states have agreed worldwide to evaluate their scientists on a quantitative model: 
number of articles published, number of citations. As funding goes to the researchers with the highest 
number of articles and citations, this has favored the publication of a large number of articles at 
The need to develop university research ethics to foster a climate of scientific integrity 
   The development of university research in medical ethics has, until now, permitted a thorough 
reflection on the medical relationship and clinical research in the light of the human sciences and 
through a multidisciplinary approach. It is time for this reflection to be extended to the field of research 
integrity: indeed, ethical reflection in research can no longer be satisfied with the opinion of 
committees, since institutional research misconduct reports are always suspect of impartiality [5].  
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control of transmissible diseases. Such research includes work both in pathogen genetics and on the 
ways that human genetics affect responses to ID. This paper identifies and systematizes the unique 
issues at this intersection, based on an interdisciplinary expert review. 
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    Mental illness represents an enormous personal, social and societal burden for European citizens1 
calling for the need to expand existing models of mental healthcare delivery. In Europe, the Internet is 
a key source of health information,2 and technology-enhanced (psychological) interventions such as 
Internet- and mobile-delivered applications (‘eHealth’3 and ‘m-Health’4) have become increasingly 
popular and studied. There is already strong evidence of the efficacy of online interventions for the 
prevention and treatment of several psychological disorders5,6 and meta-analyses show effect sizes 
similar to face-to-face interventions.7 
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Localisation and local humanitarian action 
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The theme of this edition of Humanitarian Exchange is localisation+ and local humanitarian action. Five 
years ago this week, donors, United Nations (UN) agencies,  non-governmental organisations (NGOs), 
the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and International Federation of Red Cross and 
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Kevin B. Johnson, Tiffani J. Bright, Cheryl R. Clark 
   …The importance of techquity—defined as the strategic development and deployment of technology 
in health care and health to advance health equity—was even more apparent after the events of 2020. 
COVID-19 upended access to care and illuminated the impact of structural racism as a cause for a 
widening gap of access during the pandemic. Black Lives Matter became more than a trending hashtag 
on Twitter, or a movement resulting in peaceful protests and calls for policy reform: it put additional 
focus on the issue of race as a social and not a biological construct and called into question the 
rationale for common practices in health care that were triggered by race. A notable example was the 
emerging realization that kidney function assessment was tied to race and hardwired into many of our 
electronic health records. The real-world evidence around our lack of techquity was incontrovertible. 
   This Supplemental Issue of JHCPU provides articles that describe challenges to techquity, 
frameworks to improve the role of technology in care, and examples of how technology can transform 
health, public health, and health care… 
 
 
Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health  
Volume 23, issue 5, October 2021 
https://link.springer.com/journal/10903/volumes-and-issues/23-5 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Journal of Immigrant & Refugee Studies  
Volume 19, 2021  Issue 3 
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/wimm20/current 

https://jech.bmj.com/content/75/7
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/17565391/current
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjge20/current
https://muse.jhu.edu/issue/44396
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/789653
https://muse.jhu.edu/search?action=search&&query=author:%22Kevin%20B.%20Johnson%22
https://muse.jhu.edu/search?action=search&&query=author:%22Tiffani%20J.%20Bright%22
https://muse.jhu.edu/search?action=search&&query=author:%22Cheryl%20R.%20Clark%22
https://link.springer.com/journal/10903/volumes-and-issues/23-5
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/wimm20/current


 
 

[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Journal of Infectious Diseases 
Volume 224, Issue 3, 1 August 2021 
https://academic.oup.com/jid/issue/224/3 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Medical Ethics 
September 2021 - Volume 47 - 9 
http://jme.bmj.com/content/current 
Extended essays 
Justice in COVID-19 vaccine prioritisation: rethinking the approach (9 June, 2021) Free  
Rosamond Rhodes 
Abstract 
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recommendations. This paper provides an account of how such decisions should be made by focusing 
on the specifics of the situation at hand. In that light, I offer an argument for prioritising those who are 
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Medicine, the UK National Health Service, and others. I also offer thoughts on how those authors may 
have gone astray. 
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   The swift development of SARS-CoV-2 vaccines has been met with worldwide commendation. 
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initiate the modification of vaccination schedules. Alternatively, large academic phase 3 clinical trials 
could explore the protection against severe disease, intensive care unit admission, and SARS-CoV-2 
mortality using heterologous schedules, but the time and effort that this work would entail should be 
carefully balanced against the potential benefits. 
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Despite vaccination, China needs non-pharmaceutical interventions to prevent widespread 
outbreaks of COVID-19 in 2021  
  Using data-driven epidemiological modelling, Yu et al. estimate that, even with increasing vaccine 
availability, China will have to maintain stringent non-pharmaceutical interventions for at least a year to 
prevent new widespread outbreaks of COVID-19. 
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