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Milestones :: Perspectives :: Research 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Strategic Advisory Group of Experts on Immunization (SAGE) - October 2021 
4 – 8 October 2021 Virtual Meeting 
   This meeting for the Strategic Advisory Group of Experts on Immunization (SAGE) will be held from 
Monday 4 to Thursday 7 October 2021 inclusive. Friday 8 October 2021 is a closed session. 
   Agenda and meeting information:  SAGE Yellow Book for October 2021 
Presentations made during the meeting will be made available online once the meeting has concluded. 
SESSIONS [selected topic areas] 
▪ Global and regional reports  
▪ IA2030  
▪ Polio  
▪ COVID-19 vaccines 
▪ Malaria  
▪ Influenza  
▪ Behavioural and social drivers of vaccine uptake  
▪ Hepatitis E 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Gavi Board meets to discuss routine immunisation, COVAX’s 2022 strategy 
29 September 2021 
:: The Gavi Board met yesterday to discuss the impact of the pandemic on routine immunisation and 
how COVAX can best support countries’ efforts to control the pandemic, as part of a broader 
consultative process to develop the 2022 COVAX strategy 
 
:: Items covered during the meeting included the resilience of routine immunisation in Gavi-supported 
countries, the Vaccine Alliance’s effort to reach the estimated 12.4 million “zero-dose children” in Gavi-
supported countries that do not have access to the most basic life-saving immunisation services, 
coverage ambitions for COVAX as well as support for delivery in COVAX AMC countries 
 
:: José Manuel Barroso, Board Chair: “Gavi’s ambitions have never been greater than they are today: in 
2022, the Vaccine Alliance will not only seek to extend its core work on routine immunisation, including 
reaching millions of zero-dose children, but also play a lead role in COVAX, the largest and most 
complex roll out of vaccines in history. This Board meeting provided an invaluable opportunity to take 
stock on both areas of activities as they increasingly converge on the same goal: ensuring that the 
most vulnerable are able to access life-saving vaccines and the benefits they bring.”  
 
[Excerpts] 
… Gavi and its Alliance partners UNICEF and WHO continue to help prepare countries for this rapid 
scale up. At its June meeting the Gavi Board approved new funding of US$ 799 million to support the 
delivery of COVAX-funded doses in lower income economies and humanitarian zones over the next two 
years. The funding comes in addition to a previously approved envelope of US$ 150 million in delivery 
support. A significant portion of this funding is being distributed rapidly and on an accelerated timeline 

https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2021/10/04/default-calendar/sage_meeting_october_2021
https://terrance.who.int/mediacentre/data/sage/SAGE_eYB_Oct2021.pdf
https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/gavi-board-meets-discuss-routine-immunisation-covaxs-2022-strategy


 
 

to meet countries’ urgent vaccine rollout-related needs, for example rolling out ultra-cold chain 
infrastructure in time for the arrival of mRNA vaccines. 

“As the global solution designed around equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines, COVAX’s strategy will 
continue to adapt as the pandemic evolves.” said Dr Seth Berkley, CEO of Gavi. “For many countries, 
COVAX is one of the primary sources of supply of COVID-19 vaccines, and we must ensure we best 
serve their needs. As we embark on our most intense period for deliveries yet, COVAX will also 
continue to focus on strengthening in-country vaccine deployment and even closer coordination with 
partners such as the African Union. COVAX will also need to focus further on protecting routine 
immunisation programmes and explore opportunities for integration with Gavi’s core strategy, with its 
particular focus on marginalised and missed communities”… 

Gavi progress report shows resilience in childhood vaccinations despite impact of COVID-
19 pandemic 
29 September 2021 
:: In the face of a global pandemic, routine and childhood vaccination has held relatively strong, Gavi’s 
latest Annual Progress Report shows, with routine immunisations dropping 4 percentage points over 
the course of 2020 
:: While lower than 2019, vaccination rates in 2020 were characterised by a significant drop in March to 
May followed by a strong rebound, which is a testament to the valiant work of governments and health 
care workers in lower-income countries 
:: Latest statistics show there are now 13.7 million “zero-dose” children in the 68 Gavi-
supported countries receiving no immunisations, many of whom live in marginalised 
communities in remote rural areas, urban slums or conflict settings 
Download the full report here 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
NIAID issues new awards to fund “pan-coronavirus” vaccines 
September 28, 2021 — The awards are intended to fuel vaccine research for a diverse family of 
coronaviruses, with a primary focus on potential pandemic-causing coronaviruses, such as SARS-CoV-2.  
 
The National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID), part of the National Institutes of 
Health, has awarded approximately $36.3 million to three academic institutions to conduct 
research to develop vaccines to protect against multiple types of coronaviruses and viral 
variants. The awards are intended to fuel vaccine research for a diverse family of coronaviruses, with 
a primary focus on potential pandemic-causing coronaviruses, such as SARS-CoV-2. 
 
“The available COVID-19 vaccines have proven to be remarkably effective at protecting against severe 
disease and death,” said NIAID Director Anthony S. Fauci, M.D. “These new awards are designed to 
look ahead and prepare for the next generation of coronaviruses with pandemic potential.” 
 
The new awards are funded by NIAID’s Division of Microbiology and Infectious Diseases and its 
Division of Allergy, Immunology, and Transplantation through the Emergency Awards Notice of Special 
Interest (NOSI) on Pan-Coronavirus Vaccine Development Program Projects. The notice was issued in 
November 2020 while many SARS-CoV-2 vaccines were still under development because a critical need 
remained for prophylactic vaccines offering broad protective immunity against other coronaviruses, 

https://www.gavi.org/vaccineswork/historic-push-provide-ultra-cold-chain-freezers-around-world
https://www.gavi.org/vaccineswork/historic-push-provide-ultra-cold-chain-freezers-around-world
https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/gavi-progress-report-shows-resilience-childhood-vaccinations-despite-impact-covid
https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/gavi-progress-report-shows-resilience-childhood-vaccinations-despite-impact-covid
https://www.gavi.org/progress-report
https://www.gavi.org/news/document-library/gavi-progress-report-2020
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/niaid-issues-new-awards-fund-pan-coronavirus-vaccines
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-AI-21-002.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-AI-21-002.html


 
 

such as Middle East Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus (MERS-CoV) and Severe Acute Respiratory 
Syndrome Coronavirus (SARS-CoV). 
 
The awards are designed to fund multidisciplinary teams at each institution to conduct 
research focused on incorporating understanding of coronavirus virology and immunology, 
immunogen design, and innovative vaccine and adjuvant platforms and technologies to 
discover, design, and develop pan-coronavirus vaccine candidates that provide broad 
protective immunity to multiple coronavirus strains. Specific programs will address coronavirus 
diversity and infectious potential in humans, include innovative immunogen design and vaccine 
platforms, and approaches to elicit potent and durable pan-coronavirus immunity, and evaluate vaccine 
candidates in preclinical models. The awardees are expected to be flexible in the response to emerging 
knowledge about SARS-CoV-2 immune responses and infection and factor in new information as 
vaccines candidates are developed. Additional awards are expected to be issued under the NOSI in 
2022 to support pan-coronavirus vaccine research at more institutions… 
 
A key goal of the initiative is to develop multivalent vaccine platforms and strategies suitable for use in 
vulnerable populations and to understand vaccine-induced responses and efficacy related to a person’s 
age or sex. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
COVID - PHEIC 
 
Editor’s Note: 
As is obvious to all, the sheer volume of strategic announcements, regulatory actions, country program 
decisions, commentary, and, indeed, misinformation around COVID response continues at 
extraordinary levels. Our weekly digest strives to present a coherent and comprehensive snapshot, but 
cannot be exhaustive, If you recognize a missed strategic development, a new source of rigorous 
analysis, or an insight/commentary that would benefit our common understanding, please advise 
me…we will review all suggestions and consider them for inclusion in a subsequent edition: 
david.r.curry@ge2p2global.org 
 
We are seeking access to modelling which engages scenarios and articulates imperatives 
around a COVID-19 pandemic end-game through at least a 2025 horizon. We assess that 
WHO must be conducting or contracting for such modeling – or should recognize an imperative to be 
doing so in its global health governance role. If we have missed such modeling in progress, we would 
be delighted to be advised of it and will include it in our coverage. 
 
:::::: 
 
COVID Vaccines – OCHA:: HDX 
 
COVID-19 Data Explorer: Global Humanitarian Operations 
COVID-19 Vaccine Roll-out 
Oct 1, 2021 | COVAX (WHO,GAVI,CEPI), UNDESA, Press Reports | DATA 

mailto:david.r.curry@ge2p2global.org
https://data.humdata.org/visualization/covid19-humanitarian-operations/?layer=covid-19_vaccine_roll-out
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/covid-19-vaccine-doses-in-hrp-countries


 
 

Global COVID-19 Figures:  233M total confirmed cases;  4.8M total confirmed deaths 
Global vaccines administered: 6.27B   
Number of Countries: 29  [29 week ago] 
COVAX Allocations Round 4-6 (Number of Doses): 120M  [120M week ago] 
COVAX Delivered (Number of Doses): 95M  [93M week ago] 
Other Delivered (Number of Doses): 140M  [140M week ago] 
Total Delivered (Number of Doses): 240M  [230M week ago] 
Total Administered (Number of Doses): 220M  [210M week ago] 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
World Bank Vaccine Operations Portal 
https://www.worldbank.org/en/who-we-are/news/coronavirus-covid19/world-bank-support-for-country-
access-to-covid-19-vaccines 
As of September 30, 2021, the World Bank approved operations to support vaccine rollout in 
61 countries amounting to $5.8 billion. See the latest project financing, project documents 
and procurement information in the list below. More information will be shared here as it 
becomes available.  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Multilateral Leaders Task Force on COVID-19 [IMF, World Bank Group, WHO, WTO] 
   A joint initiative from the International Monetary Fund, World Bank Group, World Health 
Organization, and World Trade Organization to accelerate access to COVID-19 vaccines, therapeutics 
and diagnostics by leveraging multilateral finance and trade solutions, particularly in low- and middle-
income countries. Website accessed 2 Oct 2021: https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data  The global 
view below is complemented by country-specific dashboards here. 
 

 

https://www.worldbank.org/en/who-we-are/news/coronavirus-covid19/world-bank-support-for-country-access-to-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.worldbank.org/en/who-we-are/news/coronavirus-covid19/world-bank-support-for-country-access-to-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.worldbank.org/en/who-we-are/news/coronavirus-covid19/world-bank-support-for-country-access-to-covid-19-vaccines#projectlist2
https://www.covid19taskforce.com/en/programs/task-force-on-covid-19-vaccines/about
https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data
https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data/countries


 
 

 
:::::: 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Coronavirus [COVID-19] - WHO 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019  
 

Weekly Epidemiological and Operational updates  
Last update: 2 Oct 2021 
Confirmed cases ::     233 503 524            [230 418 451 week ago] 
Confirmed deaths ::         4 777 503                [4 724 876 week ago] 
Vaccine doses administered:    6 143 369 655         [5 874 934 542 week ago] 
  
::::::: 
 
Weekly epidemiological update on COVID-19 - 28 September 2021  
Overview  
   Globally, the numbers of weekly COVID-19 cases and deaths continued to decline. Over 3.3 million 
new cases and over 55 000 new deaths were reported during the week of 20 – 26 September 2021, 
decreases of 10% as compared to the previous week for both cases and deaths. The largest decrease 
in new weekly cases was reported from the Eastern Mediterranean Region (17%), followed by the 
Western Pacific Region (15%), the Region of the Americas (14%), the African Region (12%) and the 
South-East Asia Region (10%); while weekly cases in the European Region were similar to the previous 
week. The cumulative number of confirmed cases reported globally is now over 231 million and the 
cumulative number of deaths is more than 4.7 million. 
    In this edition, two special focus updates are provided on: 
:: Approaches to determining waning COVID-19 vaccine effectiveness  
:: SARS-CoV-2 Variants of Concern (VOCs) Alpha, Beta, Gamma and Delta which includes updates on 
the geographic distribution of VOCs 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update-on-covid-19---28-september-2021
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update-on-covid-19---28-september-2021


 
 

 

 
 
Summary of the COVID-19 Weekly Operational Update  
   The Weekly Operational Update (WOU) is a report provided by the COVID-19 Strategic Preparedness 
and Response Plan (SPRP) monitoring and evaluation team which aims to update on the ongoing global 
progress against the COVID-19 SPRP 2021 framework.  
   In this week’s edition of the COVID-19 Weekly Operational Update, published on 28 September, 
highlights of country-level actions and WHO support to countries include:  
▪ Delivering 2 million syringes for Sri Lanka’s COVID-19 vaccination drive  
▪ Shipment of WHO life-saving medical supplies to Kabul, Afghanistan with support from Qatar  
▪ WHO logistics hub airlifts largest single shipment of humanitarian cargo to Ethiopia  
▪ WHO/Europe and Germany support children with disabilities in Belarus  
▪ Rebooting COVID-19 response strategy and measures in Cambodia  
▪ Expanding capacity for Integrated Disease Surveillance and Response (IDSR) in the African Region  
▪ External Quality Assessment for laboratories testing for SARS-CoV-2  
▪ Testing Rapid Response Mobile Laboratories (RRML) deployment procedures and minimum 

standards in first virtual tabletop (V-TTX) exercise for RRML/GOARN  
▪ Connecting countries to share experiences and learnings from their COVID-19 vaccine roll-out using 

the mini-cPIE (COVID-19 vaccination Intra-Action Review) process  
▪ Progress on a subset of indicators from the SPRP 2021 Monitoring and Evaluation Framework  
▪ Updates on WHO’s financing to support countries in SPRP 2021 implementation and provision of 

critical supplies.  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Status of COVID-19 Vaccines within WHO EUL/PQ evaluation process  19 August 2021 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj69NvWpojvAhXORTABHU7pCfEQFjAAegQIAxAD&url=https%3A%2F%2Fextranet.who.int%2Fpqweb%2Fkey-resources%2Fdocuments%2Fstatus-covid-19-vaccines-within-who-eulpq-evaluation-process&usg=AOvVaw2ZuZgAiQ_JV1xYYPsr0GGJ
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:::::: 
 
COVID Vaccine Developer/Manufacturer Announcements  
[relevant press releases/announcement from organizations from WHO EUL/PQ  listing above] 
 
AstraZeneca 
Press Releases    - No new digest announcements identified   
 
BioCubaFarma – Cuba 
Últimas Noticias - [Website not responding at inquiry; receiving 403-Forbidden] 
 
CanSinoBIO 
News - [Website not responding at inquiry]   
 
Clover Biopharmaceuticals - China 
News  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Curevac  [Bayer Ag – Germany] 
News  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Gamaleya National Center 
Latest News and Events - No new digest announcements identified  [See Russia/RFID below] 
 
IMBCAMS, China 
Home  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Janssen/JNJ 
Press Releases    
Sep 29, 2021  United States 
Janssen Announces Start of Phase 3 Trial for Investigational Respiratory Syncytial Virus 
(RSV) Vaccine in Older Adults 
Positive Phase 2b data supporting further evaluation will be presented at IDWeek 2021 
 
Moderna 
Press Releases 
October 1, 2021  
Joint Statement from Moderna and Takeda  
STATEMENT REGARDING Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine Recall Investigation Report – October 2021 
   Takeda and Moderna today published a report of the investigation prompted by the observation of 
foreign particles in unpunctured vials from a single lot of Moderna’s COVID-19 vaccine distributed in 

https://www.astrazeneca.com/media-centre/press-releases.html
https://www.astrazeneca.com/content/astraz/media-centre/press-releases/2021/astrazeneca-360m-irish-manufacturing-investment.html
https://www.astrazeneca.com/content/astraz/media-centre/press-releases/2021/astrazeneca-360m-irish-manufacturing-investment.html
https://www.biocubafarma.cu/
http://116.255.206.169:8080/html/1/179/180/index.html
https://www.cloverbiopharma.com/news.html
https://www.curevac.com/en/newsroom/news/
https://gamaleya.org/en/news/poslednie-novosti-i-sobytiya/
https://www.imbcams.ac.cn/Category_2142/Index.aspx
https://www.janssen.com/news
https://www.janssen.com/janssen-announces-start-phase-3-trial-investigational-respiratory-syncytial-virus-rsv-vaccine-older
https://www.janssen.com/janssen-announces-start-phase-3-trial-investigational-respiratory-syncytial-virus-rsv-vaccine-older
https://investors.modernatx.com/news-releases
https://investors.modernatx.com/news-releases/news-release-details/joint-statement-moderna-and-takeda-0
https://www.takeda.com/4a7623/siteassets/ja-jp/home/announcements/2021/report/moderna-covid-19-vaccine-recall-investigation-report--october-2021.pdf


 
 

Japan by Takeda. The lot was suspended on August 26, 2021, JST and voluntarily recalled on 
September 2, 2021, JST. Two other lots manufactured in the same series were included in the 
suspension and voluntary recall as a precautionary measure… 
 
September 30, 2021  
Moderna to Invest in New Science Center in Cambridge, MA  
462,000 square foot state-of-the-art building targeting LEED Zero certification and designed to be the 
most sustainable commercial lab building in Cambridge  
   CAMBRIDGE, Mass.--(BUSINESS WIRE)--Sep. 30, 2021-- Moderna, Inc. (Nasdaq: MRNA), a 
biotechnology company pioneering messenger RNA (mRNA) therapeutics and vaccines, today 
announced it is investing in a new science center, known as the Moderna Science Center, at 325 
Binney Street in Cambridge, Massachusetts to create a purpose-built space to support the Company’s 
next chapter of discovery…. 
 
Novavax 
Press Releases - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Pfizer 
Recent Press Releases   
09.29.2021 
Positive Top-line Results of Pfizer’s Phase 3 Study Exploring Coadministration of Prevnar 
20™ With Seasonal Flu Vaccine in Older Adults Released 
 
09.28.2021 
Valneva and Pfizer Report Further Positive Phase 2 Results, Including Booster Response, 
for Lyme Disease Vaccine Candidate 
 
09.28.2021 
Pfizer and BioNTech Submit Initial Data to U.S. FDA From Pivotal Trial of COVID-19 
Vaccine in Children 5 to <12 Years of Age 
Formal submission to request Emergency Use Authorization to follow in the coming weeks 
   …The Companies announced positive topline results from the pivotal trial on September 20, 2021. In 
the trial, which included 2,268 participants 5 to <12 years of age, the vaccine demonstrated a 
favorable safety profile and elicited robust neutralizing antibody responses using a two-dose regimen of 
10 μg doses… 
 
09.27.2021 
Pfizer Starts Study of mRNA-Based Next Generation Flu Vaccine Program 
 
09.27.2021 
Pfizer Starts Global Phase 2/3 EPIC-PEP Study of Novel COVID-19 Oral Antiviral Candidate 
for Post-Exposure Prophylaxis in Adults 
 
Sanofi Pasteur 
Press Releases   
September 28 2021 
Press releases 
Sanofi to focus its COVID-19 development efforts on the recombinant vaccine candidate 

https://investors.modernatx.com/news-releases/news-release-details/moderna-invest-new-science-center-cambridge-ma
https://ir.novavax.com/press-releases
https://www.pfizer.com/news
https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/positive-top-line-results-pfizers-phase-3-study-exploring
https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/positive-top-line-results-pfizers-phase-3-study-exploring
https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/valneva-and-pfizer-report-further-positive-phase-2-results
https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/valneva-and-pfizer-report-further-positive-phase-2-results
https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/pfizer-and-biontech-submit-initial-data-us-fda-pivotal
https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/pfizer-and-biontech-submit-initial-data-us-fda-pivotal
https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pfizer.com%2Fnews%2Fpress-release%2Fpress-release-detail%2Fpfizer-and-biontech-announce-positive-topline-results&esheet=52499510&newsitemid=20210928005307&lan=en-US&anchor=announced+positive+topline+results&index=1&md5=9acd08e52f49115e122fd4e21a3c47a3
https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/pfizer-starts-study-mrna-based-next-generation-flu-vaccine
https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/pfizer-starts-global-phase-23-epic-pep-study-novel-covid-19
https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/pfizer-starts-global-phase-23-epic-pep-study-novel-covid-19
https://www.sanofi.com/en/media-room/press-releases/2021
https://www.sanofi.com/en/media-room/press-releases/2021/2021-09-28-18-44-47-2304800
https://www.sanofi.com/en/media-room/press-releases/2021/2021-09-28-18-44-47-2304800
https://www.sanofi.com/en/media-room/press-releases/2021/2021-09-28-18-44-47-2304800
https://www.sanofi.com/en/media-room/press-releases/2021/2021-09-28-18-44-47-2304800


 
 

   Recent positive interim results of Sanofi’s mRNA-based COVID-19 vaccine candidate Phase 1/2 study 
confirm the company’s platform robust capabilities and strategy in mRNA.  
   Taking into account public health needs and given sufficient mRNA COVID-19 vaccines supply can be 
expected going forward, Sanofi has decided not to pursue the development of its COVID-19 
mRNA candidate into a Phase 3 clinical study and will focus on completing the final 
development steps of its COVID-19 recombinant vaccine, developed in partnership with 
GSK. 
   Building on its positive results, the company will focus its mRNA resources in its newly created mRNA 
Center of Excellence to address future pandemics and other infectious diseases and therapeutics where 
there is a strong unmet need.  
 
September 28 2021 
Press releases 
Sanofi announces positive Phase 1/2 study interim results for its first mRNA-based vaccine 
candidate 
:: High seroconversion across the three dosages tested and comparable tolerability to other unmodified 
mRNA COVID-19 vaccines 
:: Now accelerating transformation of acquired platform to modified mRNA and targeting a modified 
quadrivalent flu mRNA vaccine in the clinic in 2022 
 
September 27 2021 
Press releases 
New research presented at IDWeek 2021 reinforces Sanofi’s robust vaccines pipeline and 
commitment to advancing public health protection 
 
Enrollment begins for Sanofi and GSK’s Phase 3 efficacy trial of COVID-19 vaccine 
candidate in Nepal, led by IVI 
Sept. 28, 2021 
 
Serum Institute of India 
NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Sinopharm/WIBPBIBP 
News  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Sinovac 
Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified   
 

Vector State Research Centre of Viralogy and Biotechnology 
Home   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Zhifei Longcom, China 
[Anhui Zhifei Longcom Biologic Pharmacy Co., Ltd.] 

[No website identified] 
 
::::::  
 
GSK 

https://www.sanofi.com/en/media-room/press-releases/2021/2021-09-28-08-00-00-2304069
https://www.sanofi.com/en/media-room/press-releases/2021/2021-09-28-08-00-00-2304069
https://www.sanofi.com/en/media-room/press-releases/2021/2021-09-28-08-00-00-2304069
https://www.sanofi.com/en/media-room/press-releases/2021/2021-09-28-08-00-00-2304069
https://www.sanofi.com/en/media-room/press-releases/2021/2021-09-28-08-00-00-2304069
https://www.sanofi.com/en/media-room/press-releases/2021/2021-09-28-08-00-00-2304069
https://www.sanofi.com/en/media-room/press-releases/2021/2021-09-28-08-00-00-2304069
https://www.sanofi.com/en/media-room/press-releases/2021/2021-09-27-07-00-00-2303270
https://www.sanofi.com/en/media-room/press-releases/2021/2021-09-27-07-00-00-2303270
https://www.sanofi.com/en/media-room/press-releases/2021/2021-09-27-07-00-00-2303270
https://www.sanofi.com/en/media-room/press-releases/2021/2021-09-27-07-00-00-2303270
https://www.sanofi.com/en/media-room/press-releases/2021/2021-09-27-07-00-00-2303270
https://www.sanofi.com/en/media-room/press-releases/2021/2021-09-27-07-00-00-2303270
https://www.ivi.int/enrollment-begins-for-sanofi-and-gsks-phase-3-efficacy-trial-of-covid-19-vaccine-candidate-in-nepal-led-by-ivi/
https://www.ivi.int/enrollment-begins-for-sanofi-and-gsks-phase-3-efficacy-trial-of-covid-19-vaccine-candidate-in-nepal-led-by-ivi/
https://www.seruminstitute.com/
http://www.sinopharm.com/en/g1363/m4173.aspx
http://www.sinovac.com/news/news.php?class2=154&lang=en
http://www.istc.int/en/institute/10150


 
 

Press releases for media   
28 September 2021 FDA grants Priority Review to ViiV Healthcare’s New Drug Application 
for cabotegravir long-acting for prevention of HIV  
 
28 September 2021 ViiV Healthcare announces exclusive license agreement with Shionogi 
to develop third-generation HIV integrase inhibitor with potential for ultra long-acting 
dosing intervals  
 
Enrollment begins for Sanofi and GSK’s Phase 3 efficacy trial of COVID-19 vaccine 
candidate in Nepal, led by IVI 
Sept. 28, 2021 
   …International Vaccine Institute (IVI) will lead the clinical trial in Nepal to assess the safety, efficacy 
and immunogenicity of an adjuvanted recombinant-protein COVID-19 vaccine candidate 
Phase 3 international clinical trial includes volunteers from several countries, including sites in the US, 
Asia, Africa and Latin America… 
 
Merck 
News releases 
Merck and Ridgeback’s Investigational Oral Antiviral Molnupiravir Reduced the Risk of 
Hospitalization or Death by Approximately 50 Percent Compared to Placebo for Patients 
with Mild or Moderate COVID-19 in Positive Interim Analysis of Phase 3 Study 
:: At the Interim Analysis, 7.3 Percent of Patients Who Received Molnupiravir Were Hospitalized 
Through Day 29, Compared With 14.1 Percent of Placebo-Treated Patients Who were Hospitalized or 
Died  
:: Merck Plans to Seek Emergency Use Authorization in the U.S. as Soon as Possible and to Submit 
Applications to Regulatory Agencies Worldwide  
:: If Authorized, Molnupiravir Could be the First Oral Antiviral Medicine for COVID-19  
October 1, 2021 
 
SK Biosciences 
Press releases - No new digest announcements identified   
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UNICEF COVID-19 Vaccine Market Dashboard :: Agreements Table Accessed 2 Oct 2021 
An overview of information collected from publicly announced bilateral and multilateral 
supply agreements [agreements view since last week’s edition] 

 

 
No new bilateral deals reported since 17 Sep 2021. 

https://www.gsk.com/en-gb/media/
https://www.gsk.com/en-gb/media/press-releases/fda-grants-priority-review-to-viiv-healthcare-s-new-drug-application-for-cabotegravir-long-acting-for-prevention-of-hiv/
https://www.gsk.com/en-gb/media/press-releases/fda-grants-priority-review-to-viiv-healthcare-s-new-drug-application-for-cabotegravir-long-acting-for-prevention-of-hiv/
https://www.gsk.com/en-gb/media/press-releases/viiv-healthcare-announces-exclusive-license-agreement-with-shionogi-to-develop-third-generation-hiv-integrase-inhibitor-with-potential-for-ultra-long-acting-dosing-intervals/
https://www.gsk.com/en-gb/media/press-releases/viiv-healthcare-announces-exclusive-license-agreement-with-shionogi-to-develop-third-generation-hiv-integrase-inhibitor-with-potential-for-ultra-long-acting-dosing-intervals/
https://www.gsk.com/en-gb/media/press-releases/viiv-healthcare-announces-exclusive-license-agreement-with-shionogi-to-develop-third-generation-hiv-integrase-inhibitor-with-potential-for-ultra-long-acting-dosing-intervals/
https://www.ivi.int/enrollment-begins-for-sanofi-and-gsks-phase-3-efficacy-trial-of-covid-19-vaccine-candidate-in-nepal-led-by-ivi/
https://www.ivi.int/enrollment-begins-for-sanofi-and-gsks-phase-3-efficacy-trial-of-covid-19-vaccine-candidate-in-nepal-led-by-ivi/
https://www.merck.com/media/news/
https://www.merck.com/news/merck-and-ridgebacks-investigational-oral-antiviral-molnupiravir-reduced-the-risk-of-hospitalization-or-death-by-approximately-50-percent-compared-to-placebo-for-patients-with-mild-or-moderat/
https://www.merck.com/news/merck-and-ridgebacks-investigational-oral-antiviral-molnupiravir-reduced-the-risk-of-hospitalization-or-death-by-approximately-50-percent-compared-to-placebo-for-patients-with-mild-or-moderat/
https://www.merck.com/news/merck-and-ridgebacks-investigational-oral-antiviral-molnupiravir-reduced-the-risk-of-hospitalization-or-death-by-approximately-50-percent-compared-to-placebo-for-patients-with-mild-or-moderat/
https://www.skbioscience.co.kr/en/news/news_01
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiNmE0YjZiNzUtZjk2OS00ZTg4LThlMzMtNTRhNzE0NzA4YmZlIiwidCI6Ijc3NDEwMTk1LTE0ZTEtNGZiOC05MDRiLWFiMTg5MjAyMzY2NyIsImMiOjh9&pageName=ReportSectiona329b3eafd86059a947b


 
 

::::::  
:::::: 
 
Duke – Launch and Scale Speedometer 
The Race for Global COVID-19 Vaccine Equity 
   A flurry of nearly 200 COVID-19 vaccine candidates are moving forward through the development 
and clinical trials processes at unprecedented speed; more than ten candidates are already in Phase 3 
large-scale trials and several have received emergency or limited authorization. Our team has 
aggregated and analyzed publicly available data to track the flow of procurement and manufacturing 
and better understand global equity challenges. We developed a data framework of relevant variables 
and conducted desk research of publicly available information to identify COVID vaccine candidates and 
status, deals and ongoing negotiations for procurement and manufacturing, COVID burden by country, 
and allocation and distribution plans. We have also conducted interviews with public officials in key 
countries to better understand the context and challenges facing vaccine allocation and distribution 
[accessed 24 July 2021] 
See our COVID Vaccine Purchases research 
See our COVID Vaccine Manufacturing research 
See our COVID Vaccine Donations & Exports research 

 

https://launchandscalefaster.org/COVID-19
https://launchandscalefaster.org/covid-19/vaccinepurchases
https://launchandscalefaster.org/covid-19/vaccinemanufacturing
https://launchandscalefaster.org/covid-19/vaccinedonations


 
 

:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Global Dashboard on COVID-19 Vaccine Equity 
The Dashboard is a joint initiative of UNDP, WHO and the University of Oxford with cooperation across 
the UN system, anchored in the SDG 3 Global Action Plan for Healthy Lives and Well-being for All. 
 
Dashboard on Vaccine Equity [accessed 2 Oct 2021]: https://data.undp.org/vaccine-equity/ 
See also visualization on Vaccine Access and Vaccine Affordability 
 

 

 
 

::::::  
:::::: 
 

https://data.undp.org/vaccine-equity/
https://data.undp.org/vaccine-equity/accessibility/
https://data.undp.org/vaccine-equity/affordability/


 
 

Our World in Data 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Vaccinations   [Accessed 2 Oct 2021] 
:: 45.5% of the world population has received at least one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine. 
:: 6.3 billion doses have been administered globally, and 27.33 million are now administered each day.  
:: Only 2.3% of people in low-income countries have received at least one dose. 
 
 

 

https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations
https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations#what-share-of-the-population-has-received-at-least-one-dose-of-the-covid-19-vaccine
https://ourworldindata.org/explorers/coronavirus-data-explorer?zoomToSelection=true&pickerSort=asc&pickerMetric=location&Interval=Cumulative&Relative+to+Population=false&Align+outbreaks=false&country=~OWID_WRL&Metric=Vaccine+doses
https://ourworldindata.org/explorers/coronavirus-data-explorer?zoomToSelection=true&pickerSort=asc&pickerMetric=location&Interval=7-day+rolling+average&Relative+to+Population=false&Align+outbreaks=false&country=~OWID_WRL&Metric=Vaccine+doses
https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/share-people-vaccinated-covid?country=High+income~Upper+middle+income~Lower+middle+income~Low+income


 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

:::::: 
:::::: 
 
U.S.: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 
:::::: 
 
Vaccines and Related Biological Products Advisory Committee- FDA  
https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/blood-vaccines-and-other-biologics/vaccines-and-related-
biological-products-advisory-committee 
 
Vaccines and Related Biological Products Advisory Committee October 14-15, 2021 
Meeting Announcement 
Agenda 
…Under Topic 1, the committee will meet in open session to discuss the Emergency Use Authorization 
(EUA) of the ModernaTX Inc. COVID-19 vaccine for the administration of an additional dose, or 
“booster” dose, following completion of the primary series, to individuals 18 years of age and older. On 
October 15, 2021, under Topic II, the committee will meet in open session to discuss the Emergency 
Use Authorization (EUA) of the Janssen Biotech Inc. COVID-19 vaccine for the administration of an 
additional dose, or “booster” dose, to individuals 18 years of age and older. 
 
:::::: 
 
White House [U.S.] 
Briefing Room – Selected Major COVID Announcements 
Statement by President Joe Biden on 700,000 American Deaths from COVID-⁠19  
October 02, 2021 • Statements and Releases  
 
Press Briefing by White House COVID-⁠19 Response Team and Public Health Officials  
October 01, 2021 • Press Briefings  
 
Press Briefing by White House COVID-⁠19 Response Team and Public Health Officials  
September 28, 2021 • Press Briefings  
 
President Biden Announces Intent to Nominate Dr. John N. Nkengasong as Ambassador-
at-Large and Coordinator of United States Government Activities to Combat 
HIV/AIDS Globally  
September 27, 2021 • Statements and Releases  
 
Remarks by President Biden While Receiving a COVID-⁠19 Booster Shot  
September 27, 2021 • Speeches and Remarks  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Europe: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 
European Medicines Agency 

https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/blood-vaccines-and-other-biologics/vaccines-and-related-biological-products-advisory-committee
https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/blood-vaccines-and-other-biologics/vaccines-and-related-biological-products-advisory-committee
https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/advisory-committee-calendar/vaccines-and-related-biological-products-advisory-committee-october-14-15-2021-meeting-announcement
https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/advisory-committee-calendar/vaccines-and-related-biological-products-advisory-committee-october-14-15-2021-meeting-announcement
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/10/02/statement-by-president-joe-biden-on-700000-american-deaths-from-covid-19/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/press-briefings/2021/10/01/press-briefing-by-white-house-covid-19-response-team-and-public-health-officials-59/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/press-briefings/2021/09/28/press-briefing-by-white-house-covid-19-response-team-and-public-health-officials-58/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/09/27/president-biden-announces-intent-to-nominate-dr-john-n-nkengasong-as-ambassador-at-large-and-coordinator-of-united-states-government-activities-to-combat-hiv-aids-globally/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/09/27/president-biden-announces-intent-to-nominate-dr-john-n-nkengasong-as-ambassador-at-large-and-coordinator-of-united-states-government-activities-to-combat-hiv-aids-globally/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/09/27/president-biden-announces-intent-to-nominate-dr-john-n-nkengasong-as-ambassador-at-large-and-coordinator-of-united-states-government-activities-to-combat-hiv-aids-globally/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/09/27/remarks-by-president-biden-while-receiving-a-covid-19-booster-shot/


 
 

News & Press Releases     
News: EMA welcomes new Head of International Affairs (new)  
Last updated: 01/10/2021  
    EMA is pleased to announce the appointment of Martin Harvey Allchurch as its new head of 
International Affairs as of 1 October 2021. 
   Martin Harvey Allchurch brings a wealth of EMA and international experience to this role, having 
worked in a number of management positions at the Agency, as well as at Unitaid, the World Health 
Organisation-hosted partnership for access to innovative healthcare in low- and middle-income 
countries… 
 
News: Meeting highlights from the Pharmacovigilance Risk Assessment Committee (PRAC) 
27-30 September 2021 (new)  
PRAC, Last updated: 01/10/2021  
   …PRAC assessment of rare cases of venous thromboembolism with COVID-19 Vaccine Janssen 
   The PRAC has concluded that there is a possible link to rare cases of venous thromboembolism (VTE) 
with COVID-19 Vaccine Janssen… 
…The PRAC has now reviewed new evidence from the study described above, as well as new evidence 
from another large clinical study. In this second study, there was no increase in venous 
thromboembolic events among individuals who received COVID-19 Vaccine Janssen. The PRAC also 
reviewed evidence from the post marketing setting - that is data gathered while the vaccine is used in 
the context of vaccination campaigns. When taking all evidence into account, the committee concluded 
that there is a reasonable possibility that rare cases of VTE are linked to vaccination with COVID-19 
Vaccine Janssen. 
   The committee is therefore recommending listing VTE as a rare side effect of COVID-19 Vaccine 
Janssen in the product information, together with a warning to raise awareness among healthcare 
professionals and people taking the vaccine, especially those who may have an increased risk of VTE… 
 
News: Transatlantic Taskforce continues international fight against antimicrobial 
resistance (new)  
Last updated: 30/09/2021  
   
News: EMA implements new measures to minimise animal testing during medicines 
development (new)  
Last updated: 29/09/2021  
  
:::::: 
 
European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control  
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en 
Latest Updates 
Publication 
Rapid Risk Assessment: Assessing SARS-CoV-2 circulation, variants of concern, non-
pharmaceutical interventions and vaccine rollout in the EU/EEA, 16th update  
Risk assessment  
30 Sep 2021  
Since its emergence in March 2021, the B.1.617.2 (Delta) variant of concern (VOC) has rapidly become 
predominant across the European Union/European Economic Area (EU/EEA). More than 99% of newly 
reported cases are attributed to this variant. The Delta variant has demonstrated a significant 

https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/search/search/ema_editorial_content/ema_news?sort=field_ema_computed_date_field&order=desc
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/ema-welcomes-new-head-international-affairs
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/ema-welcomes-new-head-international-affairs
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/ema-welcomes-new-head-international-affairs
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/ema-welcomes-new-head-international-affairs
http://unitaid.org/#en
http://www.who.int/
http://www.who.int/
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/meeting-highlights-pharmacovigilance-risk-assessment-committee-prac-27-30-september-2021
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/meeting-highlights-pharmacovigilance-risk-assessment-committee-prac-27-30-september-2021
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/meeting-highlights-pharmacovigilance-risk-assessment-committee-prac-27-30-september-2021
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/meeting-highlights-pharmacovigilance-risk-assessment-committee-prac-27-30-september-2021
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/glossary/prac
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/glossary/prac
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/glossary/prac
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/glossary/product-information
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/transatlantic-taskforce-continues-international-fight-against-antimicrobial-resistance
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/transatlantic-taskforce-continues-international-fight-against-antimicrobial-resistance
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/transatlantic-taskforce-continues-international-fight-against-antimicrobial-resistance
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/transatlantic-taskforce-continues-international-fight-against-antimicrobial-resistance
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/ema-implements-new-measures-minimise-animal-testing-during-medicines-development
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/ema-implements-new-measures-minimise-animal-testing-during-medicines-development
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/ema-implements-new-measures-minimise-animal-testing-during-medicines-development
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/ema-implements-new-measures-minimise-animal-testing-during-medicines-development
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/rapid-risk-assessment-assessing-sars-cov-2-circulation-variants-concern
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/rapid-risk-assessment-assessing-sars-cov-2-circulation-variants-concern


 
 

transmission advantage relative to previously circulating SARS-CoV-2 strains. However, full vaccination 
remains protective against severe outcomes such as hospitalisation, admission to intensive care and 
death. Currently available vaccines have played a crucial role in limiting viral circulation and in 
particular, limiting the impact of infections by the Delta variant.  
 
Despite the fact that over 565 million vaccine doses have been administered in the EU/EEA so far, only 
61.1% (range: 18.4–79.4%) of the total population in the EU/EEA have been fully vaccinated to date. 
The total population includes children and adolescents for whom the vaccine is not available or who 
may not be included in national target groups yet. There is considerable inter-country and sub-national 
variation in vaccine uptake, resulting in large proportions of the EU/EEA population remaining 
susceptible to SARS-CoV-2 infection.  
 
Modelling scenarios that consider vaccination coverage, vaccine effectiveness, natural 
immunity and population contact rates—in the context of continued Delta circulation—
indicate that the potential burden of disease risk in the EU/EEA from the Delta variant is 
high between now to the end of November, unless vaccination coverage can be increased 
rapidly in the total population in the next few weeks. 
 
News 
High risk of autumn surge in COVID-19 cases and deaths in countries with insufficient 
vaccination coverage, warns ECDC  
News story - 30 Sep 2021  
   EU/EEA countries that have not yet achieved high enough COVID-19 vaccination 
coverage in their total populations, which are planning to relax non-pharmaceutical 
interventions during the next two weeks, run a high risk of experiencing a significant 
surge of cases, hospitalisations and mortality from now until the end of November. This is 
indicated by a new SARS-CoV-2 Rapid Risk Assessment published today by the European Centre for 
Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC). 
 
:::::: 
 

 
 

 
Accessed 2 Oct 2021 

https://vaccinetracker.ecdc.europa.eu/public/extensions/COVID-19/vaccine-tracker.html#uptake-tab 
 

:::::: 

https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/high-risk-autumn-surge-covid-19-cases-and-deaths-countries-insufficient-vaccination
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/high-risk-autumn-surge-covid-19-cases-and-deaths-countries-insufficient-vaccination
https://vaccinetracker.ecdc.europa.eu/public/extensions/COVID-19/vaccine-tracker.html#uptake-tab


 
 

European Commission  
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/home/en   
Press release  2 October 2021 
EU Humanitarian Air Bridge delivers life-saving medical aid to Afghanistan  
 
Press release  1 October 2021 
Code of Practice on disinformation: Commission welcomes new prospective signatories 
and calls for strong and timely revision  
   The topic of disinformation remains high on the Commission's agenda. Eight new prospective 
signatories joined the revision process of the Code of Practice on disinformation during the latest 
signatories Assembly meeting yesterday. 
 
Press release  28 September 2021 
European Health Union: Towards a reform of EU's pharmaceutical legislation 
   Today, as part of its work to create a future-proof and crisis-resilient regulatory framework for the 
pharmaceutical sector, the Commission has published a public consultation on the revision of the EU's 
pharmaceutical legislation.  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Africa: COVID-19 – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  

 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/home/en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_4994
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_4945
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_4945
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_4882


 
 

Accesses 2 Oct 2021. Full scale, interactive dashboard available at:  
https://africacdc.org/covid-19-vaccination/ 

 
 
Fifteen African countries hit 10% COVID-19 vaccination goal   
30 September 2021   WHO AFRO 
Brazzaville – Fifteen African countries—nearly a third of the continent’s 54 nations—have fully 
vaccinated 10% of their people against COVID-19. 
 
The global goal of fully vaccinating 10% of every country’s population by 30 September was set in May 
by the World Health Assembly, the world’s highest health policy-setting body. Almost 90% of high 
income-countries have met this target.  
 
Seychelles and Mauritius have fully vaccinated over 60% of their populations, Morocco 48% and 
Tunisia, Comoros and Cape Verde over 20%. Most of the African countries that have met the goal have 
relatively small populations and 40% are small island developing states. 
 
All these countries have enjoyed sufficient supplies of vaccines, and many could access doses from 
separate sources in addition to those delivered through the COVAX Facility, the global platform to 
ensure equitable access to vaccines. Half of the 52 African countries that have received COVID-19 
vaccines have fully vaccinated just 2% or less of their populations. 
 
“The latest data shows modest gains but there is still a long way to go to reach the WHO target of fully 
vaccinating 40% of the population by the end of the year. Shipments are increasing but opaque 
delivery plans are still the number one nuisance that hold Africa back,” said Dr Richard Mihigo, 
Immunization and Vaccines Development Programme Coordinator for the World Health Organization 
(WHO) Regional Office for Africa… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Russia: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
Russia: Sputnik V – “the first registered COVID-19 vaccine”   
https://sputnikvaccine.com/newsroom/pressreleases/ 
Press Releases 
A clinical study of the combination of AstraZeneca and Sputnik Light vaccines in Azerbaijan 
shows strong neutralizing antibodies growth in the majority of participants  
Press release, 27.09.2021  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
India: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 
https://www.mohfw.gov.in/ 

 

https://africacdc.org/covid-19-vaccination/
https://www.afro.who.int/news/fifteen-african-countries-hit-10-covid-19-vaccination-goal
https://sputnikvaccine.com/newsroom/pressreleases/
https://sputnikvaccine.com/newsroom/pressreleases/a-clinical-study-of-the-combination-of-astrazeneca-and-sputnik-light-vaccines-in-azerbaijan-shows-st/
https://sputnikvaccine.com/newsroom/pressreleases/a-clinical-study-of-the-combination-of-astrazeneca-and-sputnik-light-vaccines-in-azerbaijan-shows-st/
https://www.mohfw.gov.in/


 
 

 
 

Latest Updates 
29.09.2021  
National Guidelines for Safe Dental Practice During Covid-19 pandemic 
 
 
Government of India – Press Information Bureau 
Latest Press Releases 
COVID-19 Vaccination Update - Day 260 
India’s cumulative vaccination coverage crosses 90 crore landmark milestone 
More than 65 lakh Vaccine doses administered today till 7 pm 
   Posted On: 02 OCT 2021 9:30PM by PIB Delhi  
   India’s COVID-19 vaccination coverage has crossed 90 Crore landmark milestone (90,42,59,810) 
today. More than 65 lakh (65,27,196) Vaccine Doses have been administered till 7 pm today.  The daily 
vaccination tally is expected to increase with the compilation of the final reports for the day by late 
tonight.  
 
 
Indian Council for Medical Research (ICMR)  
https://www.icmr.gov.in/media.html 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
China: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 
No new digest content identified. See China CDC below for additional announcements. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
https://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/ 
 

https://www.mohfw.gov.in/pdf/NationalGuidelinesforSafeDentalPracticeDuringCovid19pandemic.pdf#_blank
https://pib.gov.in/indexm.aspx
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetailm.aspx?PRID=1760468
https://www.icmr.gov.in/media.html
https://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/


 
 

Polio this week as of 29 September 2021 
:: The September edition of Polio News with the latest news, programme and case updates is now 
available here. 
 
Summary of new WPV and cVDPV viruses this week (AFP cases and ES positives):  
:: Guinea: one cVDPV2 positive environmental sample  
::  Madagascar: two cVDPV1 cases  
::  Mauritania: two cVDPV2 positive environmental samples  
::  Senegal: one cVDPV2 case and three cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
 
:::::: 
 
Event - Eradicating Polio: What more Is Needed? 
WFPHA - World Federation of Public Health Associations   
Sep 22, 2021 
   Polio cases have fallen 99.9% since 1988. In 2020 Africa was certified polio free by the World Health 
Organization. However, polio will remain a key public health concern until such time as there are no 
wild... On October 12, 2021, at 10:00 – 11:00 (CEST), “Eradicating Polio: What more Is Needed?” 
webinar will be held to focus on the barriers, challenges and leverages to reach every child and 
eradicate polio globally.  Register 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
WHO/OCHA Emergencies 
 
Editor’s Note: 
WHO has apparently reorganized and fundamentally shifted how it judges and tracks “emergencies”. 
We found no announcement of descriptive information to share and present the webpage structure as 
encountered below. Obviously, the dates associated with some of these emergencies suggest that this 
is an archival platform as well as a current emergencies resource. 
 
Health emergencies  list - WHO 
“The health emergencies list details the disease outbreaks, disasters and humanitarian crises where 
WHO plays an essential role in supporting countries to respond to and recover from emergencies with 
public health consequences.” 
 
Crisis in Tigray, Ethiopia   [Last apparent update: 5 Aug 2021] 
 
Ebola outbreak, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 2021  [Last apparent update: 17 Aug 2021] 
 
Ebola outbreak outbreak, N'Zerekore, Guinea, 2021  [Last apparent update: 17 Aug 2021] 
 
Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic  [See COVID above] 
 
Ebola outbreak, Equateur Province, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 2020  
[Last apparent update: 17 Aug 2021] 
 

https://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
https://polioeradication.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/polio-news-september2021-en.pdf
https://www.wfpha.org/eradicating-polio-what-more-is-needed/
https://www.eventbrite.fr/e/eradicating-polio-what-more-is-needed-tickets-175236556257
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/crisis-in-tigray-ethiopia
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/ebola-2021-north-kivu
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/ebola-2021-north-kivu
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/ebola-2021-nzerekore-guinea
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/ebola-2021-nzerekore-guinea
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/ebola-health-update---équateur-province-democratic-republic-of-the-congo-2020
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/ebola-health-update---équateur-province-democratic-republic-of-the-congo-2020
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/Ebola-2019-drc-


 
 

Ebola outbreak, North Kivu, Ituri, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 2018 – 2020   
[Last apparent update: 17 Aug 2021] 
 
Ebola outbreak, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 2018  [Last apparent update: 24 July 2018] 
 
Yemen crisis  [Last apparent update: 12 February 2021] 
 
Syria crisis  [Last apparent update: 18 June 2021] 
 
Somalia crisis   [Last apparent update: 24 March 2018] 
 
Nigeria crisis   [Last apparent update: 9 May 2018] 
 
Ebola outbreak, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 2017     [Last apparent update: 17 Aug 
2021] 
 
Zika virus disease outbreak, 2015-2016  [Last apparent update: 24 Jan 2020] 
 
Ebola outbreak: West Africa, 2014-2016  [Last apparent update: 17 Aug 2021] 
 
Iraq crisis   [Last apparent update: 9 Jan 2008] 
 
South Sudan crisis  [Last apparent update: 23 Sep 2020] 
 
Avian influenza A (H7N9) virus outbreak   [Last apparent update: 13 September 2021] 
 
Middle East respiratory syndrome (MERS-CoV) outbreak  [Last apparent update: 8 July 2019] 
 
Influenza A (H1N1) virus, 2009-2010 pandemic  [Last apparent update: 10 Aug 2010] 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Current Emergencies 
Current Corporate Emergencies 
Afghanistan 
No new digest content identified 
 
Northern Ethiopia 
Ethiopia - Northern Ethiopia Humanitarian Update Situation Report, 30 Sept 2021 
HIGHLIGHTS 
▪ Malnutrition among pregnant and lactating women screened during the week is unprecedently high 

with 79% of some 15,000 women diagnosed with acute malnutrition in Tigray. 
▪ Huge price hike due to severe shortages of essential commodities in Tigray. 
▪ Some 126,000 people received food (half the number of people reached the prior week), of whom 

52% received only 2 kg of pulses due to reduced supplies. 
▪ Between 23 and 25 September, 33 trucks with food commodities entered Tigray, and 35 empty 

trucks returned to Semera from Mekelle to carry more food stock back into the region. 
▪ Humanitarian partners continue to scale up response in Afar and Amhara regions. 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/Ebola-2019-drc-
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/Ebola-2018-drc
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/Ebola-2018-drc
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/yemen-crisis
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/yemen-crisis
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/syria-crisis
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/syria-crisis
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/somalia-crisis
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/somalia-crisis
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/nigeria-crisis
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/nigeria-crisis
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/ebola-outbreak-2017---drc
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/ebola-outbreak-2017---drc
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/zika-virus-outbreak
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/zika-virus-outbreak
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/ebola-outbreak-2014-2016-West-Africa
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/ebola-outbreak-2014-2016-West-Africa
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/iraq-crisis
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/iraq-crisis
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/south-sudan-crisis
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/south-sudan-crisis
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/avian-influenza-a-(h7n9)-virus-outbreak
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/middle-east-respiratory-syndrome-outbreak
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/middle-east-respiratory-syndrome-outbreak
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/influenza-a-(h1n1)-outbreak
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/influenza-a-(h1n1)-outbreak
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/ethiopia-northern-ethiopia-humanitarian-update-situation-report-30-sept-2021


 
 

 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 2 Oct 2021]  
https://www.who.int/  
1 October 2021  
News release 
WHO prioritizes access to diabetes and cancer treatments in new Essential Medicines Lists 
 
1 October 2021  
Departmental news 
Case study: Pilot implementation in Nigeria and Zambia, SBI COVID-19 data collection tool 
 
30 September 2021  
Departmental news 
INSPIRE Adaptation and Scale Up Guide 
 
29 September 2021  
Departmental news 
Countries commit to climate resilient, low carbon health systems ahead of COP26 
 
28 September 2021  
Departmental news 
Papua New Guinea steps up efforts to eliminate lymphatic filariasis 
 
28 September 2021  
News release 
WHO and partners call for urgent action on meningitis 
 
28 September 2021  
Departmental news 
Safe abortion in the context of COVID-19: partnership, dialogue and digital innovation 
 
27 September 2021  
Departmental news 
WHO sets up an Advisory Group on TB Diagnostics and Laboratory Strengthening 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO      
:: Fifteen African countries hit 10% COVID-19 vaccination goal   30 September 2021    
:: Scaling up genomic sequencing in Africa   30 September 2021  

 

WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
No new digest content identified 

https://www.who.int/
https://www.who.int/news/item/01-10-2021-who-prioritizes-access-to-diabetes-and-cancer-treatments-in-new-essential-medicines-lists
https://www.who.int/news/item/01-10-2021-who-prioritizes-access-to-diabetes-and-cancer-treatments-in-new-essential-medicines-lists
https://www.who.int/news/item/01-10-2021-who-prioritizes-access-to-diabetes-and-cancer-treatments-in-new-essential-medicines-lists
https://www.who.int/news/item/01-10-2021-who-prioritizes-access-to-diabetes-and-cancer-treatments-in-new-essential-medicines-lists
https://www.who.int/news/item/01-10-2021-case-study-pilot-implementation-in-nigeria-and-zambia-sbi-covid-19-data-collection-tool
https://www.who.int/news/item/01-10-2021-case-study-pilot-implementation-in-nigeria-and-zambia-sbi-covid-19-data-collection-tool
https://www.who.int/news/item/01-10-2021-case-study-pilot-implementation-in-nigeria-and-zambia-sbi-covid-19-data-collection-tool
https://www.who.int/news/item/01-10-2021-case-study-pilot-implementation-in-nigeria-and-zambia-sbi-covid-19-data-collection-tool
https://www.who.int/news/item/30-09-2021-inspire-adaptation-and-scale-up-guide
https://www.who.int/news/item/30-09-2021-inspire-adaptation-and-scale-up-guide
https://www.who.int/news/item/30-09-2021-inspire-adaptation-and-scale-up-guide
https://www.who.int/news/item/30-09-2021-inspire-adaptation-and-scale-up-guide
https://www.who.int/news/item/29-09-2021-countries-commit-to-cop26-health-programme
https://www.who.int/news/item/29-09-2021-countries-commit-to-cop26-health-programme
https://www.who.int/news/item/29-09-2021-countries-commit-to-cop26-health-programme
https://www.who.int/news/item/29-09-2021-countries-commit-to-cop26-health-programme
https://www.who.int/news/item/28-09-2021-papua-new-guinea-steps-up-efforts-to-eliminate-lymphatic-filariasis
https://www.who.int/news/item/28-09-2021-papua-new-guinea-steps-up-efforts-to-eliminate-lymphatic-filariasis
https://www.who.int/news/item/28-09-2021-papua-new-guinea-steps-up-efforts-to-eliminate-lymphatic-filariasis
https://www.who.int/news/item/28-09-2021-papua-new-guinea-steps-up-efforts-to-eliminate-lymphatic-filariasis
https://www.who.int/news/item/28-09-2021-who-and-partners-call-for-urgent-action-on-meningitis
https://www.who.int/news/item/28-09-2021-who-and-partners-call-for-urgent-action-on-meningitis
https://www.who.int/news/item/28-09-2021-who-and-partners-call-for-urgent-action-on-meningitis
https://www.who.int/news/item/28-09-2021-who-and-partners-call-for-urgent-action-on-meningitis
https://www.who.int/news/item/28-09-2021-safe-abortion-in-the-context-of-covid-19-partnership-dialogue-and-digital-innovation
https://www.who.int/news/item/28-09-2021-safe-abortion-in-the-context-of-covid-19-partnership-dialogue-and-digital-innovation
https://www.who.int/news/item/28-09-2021-safe-abortion-in-the-context-of-covid-19-partnership-dialogue-and-digital-innovation
https://www.who.int/news/item/28-09-2021-safe-abortion-in-the-context-of-covid-19-partnership-dialogue-and-digital-innovation
https://www.who.int/news/item/27-09-2021-who-sets-up-an-advisory-group-on-tb-diagnostics-and-laboratory-strengthening
https://www.who.int/news/item/27-09-2021-who-sets-up-an-advisory-group-on-tb-diagnostics-and-laboratory-strengthening
https://www.who.int/news/item/27-09-2021-who-sets-up-an-advisory-group-on-tb-diagnostics-and-laboratory-strengthening
https://www.who.int/news/item/27-09-2021-who-sets-up-an-advisory-group-on-tb-diagnostics-and-laboratory-strengthening
http://www.afro.who.int/
https://www.afro.who.int/news/fifteen-african-countries-hit-10-covid-19-vaccination-goal
https://www.afro.who.int/news/scaling-genomic-sequencing-africa
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466:2008-media-center-press-releases&Itemid=40108&lang=en


 
 

 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
:: 1 October 2021 Improve COVID-19 immunization coverage of elderly population: WHO 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: Launch of the Pan-European Mental Health Coalition 30-09-2021  
:: 7 COVID-19 hospitals in Armenia receive modern X-ray equipment 27-09-2021 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: A fighting chance for children born prematurely in Yemen  29 September 2021 
:: WHO and System Staff College open pandemic leadership programme materials to public  28 
September 2021 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
:: Action needed to increase patient safety and improve maternal and newborn care  28 September 
2021  
 
:::::: 
 
New WHO Publications [Selected] 
https://www.who.int/publications/i 
Selected Titles 
1 October 2021  
Annex to Infection prevention and control during health care when coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19) is suspected or confirmed  
Overview  
This document is an update of a guidance published on 12 July 2021, after the review of new scientific 
evidence on transmission of SARS-CoV-2 variants of concern (VOC).  It contains updated 
recommendations on the use of masks and respirators for health workers providing care to suspected 
or confirmed COVID-19. 
 
30 September 2021  
WHO Model List of Essential Medicines for Children - 8th list, 2021 
 
30 September 2021 
Executive summary: the selection and use of essential medicines 2021: report of the 23rd 
WHO Expert Committee on the selection and use of essential medicines 
   … Section 19.3 Vaccines  
This section was reviewed by the Secretariat for consistency and full alignment with the latest WHO 
recommendations for routine immunization (September 2020). No changes to the current vaccine 
listings on the EML and EMLc were required. 
 
30 September 2021  
WHO model list of essential medicines - 22nd list, 2021 
Overview  
The core list presents a list of minimum medicine needs for a basic health-care system, listing the most 
efficacious, safe and cost–effective medicines for priority conditions. Priority conditions are selected on 

http://www.searo.who.int/
https://www.who.int/southeastasia/news/detail/01-10-2021-improve-covid-19-immunization-coverage-of-elderly-population-who
http://www.euro.who.int/
https://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/sections/statements/2021/statement-launch-of-the-pan-european-mental-health-coalition
https://www.euro.who.int/en/countries/armenia/news/news/2021/9/7-covid-19-hospitals-in-armenia-receive-modern-x-ray-equipment2
http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.emro.who.int/yemen/news/a-fighting-chance-for-children-born-prematurely-in-yemen.html
http://www.emro.who.int/pandemic-epidemic-diseases/news/who-and-system-staff-college-open-pandemic-leadership-programme-materials-to-public.html
https://www.who.int/westernpacific
https://www.who.int/westernpacific/news/feature-stories/detail/action-needed-to-increase-patient-safety-and-improve-maternal-and-newborn-care
https://www.who.int/publications/i
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-IPC-Annex-2021.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-IPC-Annex-2021.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-IPC-Annex-2021.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-IPC-Annex-2021.1
https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/WHO-2019-nCoV-IPC-2021.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-MHP-HPS-EML-2021.03
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-MHP-HPS-EML-2021.03
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-MHP-HPS-EML-2021.01
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-MHP-HPS-EML-2021.01
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-MHP-HPS-EML-2021.02
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-MHP-HPS-EML-2021.02


 
 

the basis of current and estimated future public health relevance, and potential for safe and cost-
effective treatment.  
 
29 September 2021  
Neurology and COVID-19: Scientific brief, 29 September 2021 
 
29 September 2021  
COVID-19 disease in children and adolescents: Scientific brief, 29 September 2021 
 
27 September 2021  
Measuring health inequalities in the context of sustainable development goals 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
   
CDC/ACIP [U.S.] [to 2 Oct 2021] 
http://www.cdc.gov/media/index.html 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html 
Latest News Releases, Announcements 
CDC Statement on Pregnancy Health Advisory  
Wednesday, September 29, 2021 
   Today, CDC issued an urgent health advisory to increase COVID-19 vaccination among people who 
are pregnant, recently pregnant (including those who are lactating), who are trying to become 
pregnant now, or who might become pregnant in the future to prevent serious illness, deaths, and 
adverse pregnancy outcomes. 
   The CDC health advisory strongly recommends COVID-19 vaccination either before or during 
pregnancy because the benefits of vaccination for both pregnant persons and their fetus or infant 
outweigh known or potential risks. Additionally, the advisory calls on health departments and clinicians 
to educate pregnant people on the benefits of vaccination and the safety of recommended vaccines. 
   According to CDC data, only 31 percent of pregnant people have been vaccinated against COVID-19 
and vaccination rates vary markedly by race and ethnicity. Vaccination coverage is highest among 
Asian people who are pregnant (45.7 percent), but lower among Hispanic or Latino pregnant people 
(25 percent), and lowest among Black pregnant people (15.6 percent)… 
 
 

Next ACIP Meetings 
No registration is required to watch the webcast. 
:: October 20-21, 2021 - No agenda posted at 2 Oct 2021 
 
 
MMWR News Synopsis Friday, October 1, 2021 
Selected Content 
:: Progress Toward Poliomyelitis Eradication — Pakistan, January 2020–July 2021 
:: Disparities in COVID-19 Vaccination Status, Intent, and Perceived Access for Noninstitutionalized 
Adults, by Disability Status — National Immunization Survey Adult COVID Module, United States, May 
30–June 26, 2021 
:: Association Between K–12 School Mask Policies and School-Associated COVID-19 Outbreaks — 
Maricopa and Pima Counties, Arizona, July–August 2021 

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-Sci-Brief-Neurology-2021.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-Sci-Brief-Neurology-2021.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-Sci_Brief-Children_and_adolescents-2021.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-Sci_Brief-Children_and_adolescents-2021.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/measuring-health-inequalities-in-the-context-of-sustainable-development-goals
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/measuring-health-inequalities-in-the-context-of-sustainable-development-goals
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-Digital_certificates-vaccination-data_dictionary-2021.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-Digital_certificates-vaccination-data_dictionary-2021.1
http://www.cdc.gov/media/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2021/s0929-pregnancy-health-advisory.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/recommendations/pregnancy.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/media/mmwrnews/2021/1001.html
https://www.cdc.gov/media/mmwrnews/2021/1001.html#anchor_1633012907861
https://www.cdc.gov/media/mmwrnews/2021/1001.html#anchor_1633013228320
https://www.cdc.gov/media/mmwrnews/2021/1001.html#anchor_1633013228320
https://www.cdc.gov/media/mmwrnews/2021/1001.html#anchor_1633013228320
https://www.cdc.gov/media/mmwrnews/2021/1001.html#anchor_1633013271697
https://www.cdc.gov/media/mmwrnews/2021/1001.html#anchor_1633013271697


 
 

:: COVID-19–Related School Closures and Learning Modality Changes — United States, August 1–
September 17, 2021 
:: Pediatric COVID-19 Cases in Counties With and Without School Mask Requirements — United States, 
July 1–September 4, 2021 
:: Safety Monitoring of an Additional Dose of COVID-19 Vaccine — United States, August 12–
September 19, 2021 
 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19)- CDC 
Approximately 25 announcements/reports/data summaries. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Africa CDC   [to 2 Oct 2021] 
http://www.africacdc.org/ 
News 
Statement on UK travel restrictions, September 24, 2021  
28 September 2021  
   The Africa Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (Africa CDC), a Specialised Technical 
Institution of the African Union, noted with deep concern the planned changes to international travel 
rules in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic, communicated by the Government of the United 
Kingdom (U.K), which will be enforced starting at 4:00 am on Monday 4th October 2021.   
   According to U.K government sources1, the new rules will discriminate between the recipients of 
COVID-19 vaccines not based on the vaccine received but on the region in which these vaccines were 
received. Travellers whose vaccination is not recognised based on where they received the vaccines, 
including but not limited to the African Union Member States, will have to take additional measures 
resulting in a significant financial and social burden. These extra measures include two additional tests 
(pre-departure and “day 8 test” and quarantine for ten days. The sources provide no further 
explanation and rational behind this new rules. 
   The restrictions will therefore apply to persons having received vaccines through the COVAX 
programme, of which the U.K is one of the largest supporters, with over USD 700 million as well as 80 
million vaccine doses pledged to the programme. The COVAX supplies constitute almost half of the 
COVID-19 vaccines supplied to the African continent to date. 
   We are deeply concerned that policies and rules such as this carry a risk of deepening vaccines 
hesitancy across Africa and creates distrust in the community… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
China CDC  http://www.chinacdc.cn/en/ 
 
National Health Commission of the People's Republic of China  [to 2 Oct 2021] 
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/ 
News 
Oct 2: Daily briefing on novel coronavirus cases in China 
   On Oct 1, 31 provincial-level regions and the Xinjiang Production and Construction Corps on the 
Chinese mainland reported 41 new cases of confirmed infections. 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/media/mmwrnews/2021/1001.html#anchor_1633013293498
https://www.cdc.gov/media/mmwrnews/2021/1001.html#anchor_1633013293498
https://www.cdc.gov/media/mmwrnews/2021/1001.html#anchor_1633013320986
https://www.cdc.gov/media/mmwrnews/2021/1001.html#anchor_1633013320986
https://www.cdc.gov/media/mmwrnews/2021/1001.html#anchor_1633013357971
https://www.cdc.gov/media/mmwrnews/2021/1001.html#anchor_1633013357971
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html
http://www.africacdc.org/
https://africacdc.org/news-item/statement-on-uk-travel-restrictions-september-24-2021/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/red-amber-and-green-list-rules-for-entering-england#not-vaccinated
http://www.chinacdc.cn/en/
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/2021-10/02/c_84734.htm


 
 

China stresses strict COVID-19 prevention during National Day holiday 
2021-09-30 
 
Booster shot plans being drawn up 
2021-09-30 
   China is accelerating the formulation of policies and implementation guidelines for COVID-19 vaccine 
booster shots for key groups of people as the risk of infection from imported novel coronavirus variants 
remains high, a health official said on Wednesday. 
   Cui Gang, an official at the National Health Commission, said the commission will guide local 
governments to give booster shots first to people who have been fully vaccinated for six months and 
work in high-risk areas including airports, ports, border checkpoints and hospitals, as well as people 
over the age of 60… 
 
COVID chronicle outlining WHO mission published 
2021-09-30 
   China published a chronicle on Wednesday of its work facilitating a WHO-organized mission to study 
the origins of the novel coronavirus, offering a detailed look at the open and transparent way it was 
conducted. 
   The chronicle starts in July last year, when the World Health Organization and China began laying 
the groundwork for deepening understanding of the novel coronavirus' origins and reached an 
agreement on an initial phase of the study in Wuhan, Hubei province. 
   It ends in late March, after a joint report was released to the public and international and Chinese 
members of the team held briefings about the investigation results… 
 
 
National Medical Products Administration – PRC  [to 2 Oct 2021] 
http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/news.html 
News 
Over 2.206 bln COVID-19 vaccine doses administered in China 
2021-09-30 
Over 2.206 billion doses of COVID-19 vaccine had been administered in China as of Tuesday, data from 
the National Health Commission showed on Sept 29. 
 
First China-led international standard for COVID-19 prevention and control medical 
devices 
2021-09-30 
 
 
CCDC Weekly - Weekly Reports: Current Volume (3) 
2021-10-01 / No. 40 
View  PDF of this issue 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Organization Announcements 

http://en.nhc.gov.cn/2021-09/30/c_84723.htm
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/2021-09/30/c_84724.htm
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/2021-09/30/c_84726.htm
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http://weekly.chinacdc.cn/en/zcustom/currentVolume/1
http://weekly.chinacdc.cn/fileCCDCW/journal/img/cover/1aef9ed4-fbe5-4537-aa06-70620980f487.pdf
javascript:downloadIssuepdf('be5db81e-e8cc-4696-8e31-b4d70dabce88')


 
 

Editor’s Note: 
Careful readers will note that the number and range of organizations now monitored in our 
Announcements section below has grown as the impacts of the pandemic have spread across global 
economies, supply chains and programmatic activity of multilateral agencies and INGOs. 
 
 
Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 2 Oct 2021] 
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
BARDA – U.S. Department of HHS   [to 2 Oct 2021] 
https://www.phe.gov/about/barda/Pages/default.aspx 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 2 Oct 2021] 
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/ideas/media-center 
Press Releases and Statements  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute    [to 2 Oct 2021] 
https://www.gatesmri.org/ 
The Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute is a non-profit biotech organization. Our mission is 
to develop products to fight malaria, tuberculosis, and diarrheal diseases—three major causes of 
mortality, poverty, and inequality in developing countries. The world has unprecedented scientific tools 
at its disposal; now is the time to use them to save the lives of the world's poorest people  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CARB-X   [to 2 Oct 2021] 
https://carb-x.org/ 
News 
07.29.2021  |   
CARB-X celebrates five years of progress in early-stage product development against 
antibiotic-resistant bacteria 
   CARB-X, a global non-profit partnership led by Boston University, is celebrating five years of progress 
in funding and supporting the development of innovative products targeting antibiotic-resistant 
bacteria. Since it was founded in July 2016, CARB-X has invested $361 million in non-dilutive funding to 
develop innovative therapeutics including new classes of antibiotics and non-traditional agents, 
vaccines and other preventatives such as CRISPR-phage, microbiome-modifying agents and antibodies, 
and rapid diagnostics. 
 
 
Center for Vaccine Ethics and Policy – GE2P2 Global Foundation   [to 2 Oct 2021] 

https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/
https://www.phe.gov/about/barda/Pages/default.aspx
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https://centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.net/ 
News/Analysis/Statements 
:: Past weekly editions and posting of all segments of Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in 
Review are available here. 
:: [NEW] Informed Consent: A Monthly Review – October 2021 is now posted here 
  
 
CEPI – Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations  [to 2 Oct 2021] 
http://cepi.net/  
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
DARPA – Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency  [to 2 Oct 2021 
https://www.darpa.mil/news 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Duke Global Health Innovation Center  [to 2 Oct 2021] 
https://dukeghic.org/ 
Our Blog 
What the Latest Global COVID-19 Summit Achieved (and missed)  
WEEKLY COVID VACCINE RESEARCH UPDATE Friday, September 24, 2021  
 
 
EDCTP    [to 2 Oct 2021] 
http://www.edctp.org/ 
The European & Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership (EDCTP) aims to accelerate the 
development of new or improved drugs, vaccines, microbicides and diagnostics against HIV/AIDS, 
tuberculosis and malaria as well as other poverty-related and neglected infectious diseases in sub-
Saharan Africa, with a focus on phase II and III clinical trials 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Emory Vaccine Center    [to 2 Oct 2021] 
http://www.vaccines.emory.edu/ 
Vaccine Center News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
European Vaccine Initiative  [to 2 Oct 2021] 
http://www.euvaccine.eu/  
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
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Fondation Merieux  [to 2 Oct 2021] 
http://www.fondation-merieux.org/ 
News, Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gavi [to 2 Oct 2021] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
News releases   [See Milestones above for detail] 
Gavi statement on the report of the independent commission on sexual exploitation and 
abuse 
30 September 2021  
 
Gavi Board meets to discuss routine immunisation, COVAX’s 2022 strategy 
29 September 2021 
 
Gavi progress report shows resilience in childhood vaccinations despite impact of COVID-
19 pandemic 
29 September 2021 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 2 Oct 2021] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
GHIT was set up in 212 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund  [to 2 Oct 2021] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
News & Stories 
News  
Global Fund Welcomes Netherlands New Contribution to the Global Fight Against COVID-
19  
01 October 2021  
   The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria welcomed the decision by the Netherlands 
to contribute an additional €15 million to the Global Fund's COVID-19 Response Mechanism, on top of 
the €12 million committed in April 2021.  
 
 
Global Research Collaboration for Infectious Disease Preparedness [GloPID-R] [to 2 Oct 
2021] 
https://www.glopid-r.org/news/ 
22/09/2021 
COVID-19: Advances and Remaining Challenges international conference opens September 
29 
   Institut Pasteur will hold this international conference in collaboration with Inserm ANRS – Maladies 
infectieuses émergentes from September 29 to October 1, 2021. COVID-19 experts from around the 
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globe will attend the event which will be broadcast live in English and held under the high patronage of 
the French President. 
   Leading researchers and clinicians will present the progress made and remaining challenges in 
virology, clinical presentations and management, epidemiology, and vaccinology for COVID-19. Topics 
to be covered include: 

▪ Viral entry and replication/neutralization 
▪ Viral persistence and Long COVID 
▪ Patient management and future treatments 
▪ Evaluation of impact of interventions 
▪ Children and SARS-CoV-2 transmission and control 
▪ Vaccine regimens and effectiveness 
▪ Why and how should we get the planet vaccinated? 

Learn more & register 
 

 
Hilleman Laboratories   [to 2 Oct 2021] 
http://www.hillemanlabs.org/ 
Website reports “under maintenance” at inquiry 
 
 
Human Vaccines Project   [to 2 Oct 2021] 
http://www.humanvaccinesproject.org/  
News 
HVP COVID Report 
Sep 30, 2021  
Salim Abdool Karim: The Broken System of Vaccine Distribution  
Director of the Centre for the AIDS Program of Research, South Africa 
Professor of Global Health, Columbia University 
   HVP Editor Kristen Jill Abboud recently spoke about the distribution of COVID vaccines in South 
Africa with Salim Abdool Karim, a clinical infectious disease epidemiologist who heads the Centre for 
the AIDS Program of Research in South Africa (CAPRISA) and is a Professor of Global Health at 
Columbia University in New York City. Karim also serves on the Lancet COVID-19 Commission and is 
the former chair of the South African Ministerial Advisory Committee on COVID-19. We discussed the 
early setbacks in the rollout of vaccines in South Africa and the lessons this pandemic offers for future 
global vaccine distribution.  
 

 

IAVI  [to 2 Oct 2021] 
https://www.iavi.org/newsroom 
Latest News  
September 30, 2021  
IAVI applauds Biden Administration’s intent to nominate John Nkengasong as head of 
PEPFAR  
Nkengasong was a founding leader of PEPFAR and has served on IAVI’s board since 2018. 
 
 
International Coalition of Medicines Regulatory Authorities [ICMRA] 
http://www.icmra.info/drupal/en/news 
Selected Statements, Press Releases, Research  

https://www.pasteur.fr/en/research-journal/events/international-conference-covid-19-advances-and-remaining-challenges
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICRC  [to 2 Oct 2021] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports            
IHL App 2.0: International humanitarian law and more in your pocket 
01-10-2021 | Article 
   
DigitHarium Month #7: Biometrics and Humanitarian Protection 
   For the seventh DigitHarium month, we looked at how we can make biometric data work for 
humanitarian organizations: what they are, how they function, what advantages they present, and 
what mitigation measures we need to consider to make them safer to 
01-10-2021 | Article 
 
International Day for the Total Elimination of Nuclear Weapons Statement, September 
2021 
   Mr President of the General Assembly, Mr Secretary-General, Distinguished Colleagues,I am pleased 
to mark this important event to commemorate the International Day for the Total Elimination of 
Nuclear Weapons. 
30-09-2021 | Article 
 
Joint Statement by the UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator and the Heads of ICRC, 
OCHA, UNICEF, and WHO in Afghanistan 
   In the meeting, we agreed to collaborate closely together and have committed our organizations to 
spare no effort in our joint objective to support the existing health system in Afghanistan to ensure all 
people have access to the healthcare they need 
29-09-2021 | Statement 
 
 
IFFIm 
http://www.iffim.org/ 
Press Releases/Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFRC   [to 2 Oct 2021] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements  
30/09/2021  
COVID-19: IFRC calls for urgent action to tackle vaccine hesitancy in Europe amid increase 
in violent incidents 
   Budapest/Geneva, 30 September 2021 – The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies (IFRC) is calling for urgent action to tackle vaccine hesitancy in Europe, where there has been 
a worrying increase in violent incidents against COVID-19 related health infrastructure and personnel… 
   In addition, disinformation about vaccines’ side effects and potential risks, coupled with the 
introduction of ‘vaccine passes’, is sparking anger and violence, which have led to concerning incidents 
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against medical services, media and the general public in countries including Italy, the Netherlands, the 
United Kingdom, Poland, Slovenia and France…. 
 
30/09/2021  
Afghanistan faces collapse of health services and mass hunger  
   … Speaking from Kabul where he has been on a four-day official visit, Alexander Matheou, IFRC Asia 
Pacific Director said: “After living through decades of fleeing and fighting, Afghans now face a severe 
drought which has devastated food production, leaving millions hungry and destitute. We are deeply 
concerned that Afghanistan faces imminent collapse of health services and worsening hunger if aid and 
money do not flow into the country within weeks. Health financing has been cut across the country 
placing ever more demand on Red Crescent teams. Urgent international action is needed to support 
millions of people with the necessities of life as Afghanistan’s looming harsh winter threatens greater 
misery and hardships.”… 
 
28/09/2021  
IFRC launches emergency appeal to prepare for and respond to population movements 
from Afghanistan 
 
 
Institut Pasteur   [to 2 Oct 2021] 
https://www.pasteur.fr/en/press-area 
Press Documents 
Press release  
21.09.2021 
Covid-19: study on the effectiveness of immune memory after mRNA vaccination to 
recognize variants of SARS-CoV-2  
   The teams from Henri-Mondor AP-HP hospital and Paris-Est Créteil University, Inserm, CNRS, 
University of Paris, within the Necker-Enfants Malades Institute, and the Institut Pasteur analyzed the 
capacity of the immune memory generated after mRNA vaccination to recognize and neutralize SARS-
CoV-2 variants. 
   This work, coordinated by Prof. Matthieu Mahévas, Dr Claude-Agnès Reynaud, Prof. Jean-Claude 
Weill, Dr Pascal Chappert, Dr Félix Rey and Dr Pierre Bruhns, shows that people vaccinated with a 
messenger RNA vaccine against SARS-CoV-2 develop defenses against the Beta and Delta variants. 
Their immune system indeed produces memory cells capable of recognizing and neutralizing these 
worrisome variants. The results of this study were published on September 20, 2021 in Immunity. 
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 2 Oct 2021]  
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
News - Selected 
News 
30 Sep 2021 
UN Agencies Call for Protection Measures and a Comprehensive Regional Approach for 
Haitians on the Move  
 
 
ISC / International Science Council  [to 2 Oct 2021] 
https://council.science/current/ 
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ISC is a non-governmental organization with a unique global membership that brings together 40 
international scientific Unions and Associations and over 140 national and regional scientific 
organizations including Academies and Research Councils.  
News  Press  
Action for Afghan scientists and scholars 
01.10.2021  
   The InterAcademy Partnership (IAP) and the International Science Council (ISC) express concern for 
Afghan scholars in Afghanistan and around the world, and call for urgent action to preserve gains made 
in education and research in Afghanistan in recent decades. 
 
Blog  
Science in Exile podcast series launched 
30.09.2021  
   ISC Presents: Science in Exile features interviews with refugee and displaced scientists who share 
their science, their stories of displacement, and their hopes for the future. In the first episode, available 
now, Feras Kharrat shares his experiences as a scholar of molecular biomedicine, first in Syria, and now 
in Italy. 
 
News  Press  
Gender Equality in Science: Inclusion and Participation of Women in Global Science 
Organizations 
   Results of two global surveys show women are still under-represented in world science. New report 
from the ISC, InterAcademy Partnership and Gender Insite released today. 
 
 
IVAC  [to 2 Oct 2021] 
https://www.jhsph.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/ivac/index.html 
Updates; Events 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
IVI   [to 2 Oct 2021] 
http://www.ivi.int/ 
IVI News & Announcements 
The International Vaccine Institute, Texas Children’s Hospital, and Baylor College of 
Medicine partner for collaborative vaccine research 
Sept. 28, 2021 – SEOUL, South Korea, and HOUSTON, Texas, USA 
   …The collaboration is envisioned to include: (1) exchange of scientists between institutions; (2) 
collaborative research in vaccine development; (3) the sharing of scholarly and scientific materials, and 
(4) steps toward establishing an international collaborating office of IVI in a formal academic 
relationship with the Section of Pediatric Tropical Medicine in the Department of Pediatrics at Baylor… 
 
Enrollment begins for Sanofi and GSK’s Phase 3 efficacy trial of COVID-19 vaccine 
candidate in Nepal, led by IVI 
Sept. 28, 2021 
   …International Vaccine Institute (IVI) will lead the clinical trial in Nepal to assess the safety, efficacy 
and immunogenicity of an adjuvanted recombinant-protein COVID-19 vaccine candidate 
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Phase 3 international clinical trial includes volunteers from several countries, including sites in the US, 
Asia, Africa and Latin America… 
 
IVI’s Statement for the Global COVID-19 Summit: Ending the Pandemic and Building Back 
Better 
   … To meet these goals, IVI is partnering with over 2 dozen organizations, from the laboratory 
through and beyond licensure, to move multiple COVID-19 vaccine candidates from testing to impact 
providing the kind of evidence that will inform better policy decisions on the use of vaccines and non-
pharmacologic interventions… 
 
 
Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security   [to 2 Oct 2021] 
https://www.centerforhealthsecurity.org/news/center-news/ 
Center News 
25 Stakeholder Groups ask Congress to Support the $16 Billion Funding Level for 
Pandemic Preparedness Included in the Build Back Better Act Passed by the House Energy 
and Commerce Committee 
September 28, 2021 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 2 Oct 2021]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Latest [Selected Announcements] 
Libya  
Medical care resumes in Tripoli detention centres  
Project Update 29 Sep 2021  
 
Iraq  
Tackling multidrug-resistant tuberculosis, one patient at a time  
Project Update 29 Sep 2021  
 
Syria  
Northern Syria: Acute water crisis poses serious health risks  
Project Update 29 Sep 2021  
 
 
National Academy of Medicine - USA  [to 2 Oct 2021] 
https://nam.edu/programs/ 
Selected News/Programs 
National Academy of Medicine Releases Video Encouraging Latinx/Latino(a)/Hispanic 
Americans to Accept the COVID-19 Vaccine 
September 28, 2021 
Today, the National Academy of Medicine (NAM) released a video encouraging Latinx/Latino(a)/ 
Hispanic Americans to get vaccinated for COVID-19. The video, which features 11 Latinx/Latino(a)/ 
Hispanic members of the NAM, highlights the safety and efficacy of the vaccines, reinforces their 
integral role in bringing families and communities back together safely, and features personal 
affirmations from the NAM […] 
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National Academy of Sciences - USA  [to 2 Oct 2021] 
http://www.nasonline.org/news-and-multimedia/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
National Vaccine Program Office - U.S. HHS  [to 2 Oct 2021] 
https://www.hhs.gov/vaccines/about/index.html 
Upcoming Meetings/Latest Updates  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
NIH  [to 2 Oct 2021] 
http://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases 
News Releases   
NIAID issues new awards to fund “pan-coronavirus” vaccines 
   September 28, 2021 — The awards are intended to fuel vaccine research for a diverse family of 
coronaviruses, with a primary focus on potential pandemic-causing coronaviruses, such as SARS-CoV-2.  
[See COVID - U.S. above for detail] 
 
 
PATH  [to 2 Oct 2021]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Sabin Vaccine Institute  [to 2 Oct 2021] 
http://www.sabin.org/updates/pressreleases 
Statements and Press Releases 
Commentary to the Global COVID-19 Summit: Ending the Pandemic and Building Back 
Better 
September 15, 2021 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 2 Oct 2021]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
1 October 2021 
ArtPositive—art to raise awareness around HIV-related stigma and discrimination  
 
29 September 2021 
The first but not the last: Indonesian transgender man fights for recognition  
 
28 September 2021 
Launch of advocacy explainers on western Africa model drug law  
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UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 2 Oct 2021] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Selected News Releases, Announcements  
UN agencies call for protection measures and a comprehensive regional approach for 
Haitians on the move 
Joint statement by UNHCR, IOM, UNICEF, OHCHR 
30 Sep 2021  
 
Yemeni humanitarian organization wins 2021 UNHCR Nansen Refugee Award  
UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, announces the winner of its 2021 Nansen Refugee Award. Five 
regional winners are also announced.  
29 Sep 2021  
 
News Comment: UNHCR echoes call for global action to resolve internal displacement 
This news comment is attributable to Raouf Mazou, UNHCR’s Assistant High Commissioner for 
Operations 
29 Sep 2021  
 
UN: Syrian Refugees in Lebanon Struggle to Survive Amid Worst Socioeconomic Crisis in 
Decades 
29 Sep 2021  
 
 
UNICEF  [to 2 Oct 2021] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Press Releases, News Notes, Statements  [Selected]  
Statement 
10/01/2021  
UNICEF statement on Ethiopia  
    NEW YORK, 1 October 2021 – “The Ethiopian Government’s decision to expel the UNICEF 
representative in the country – along with other members of the UN leadership team – is regrettable 
and alarming.  
   “UNICEF has been present in Ethiopia for more than 60 years, working to advance and protect the 
rights of the most vulnerable children. As the humanitarian situation in the country deteriorates – with 
children bearing its biggest brunt – our work is more urgent than ever. We have full confidence in the 
teams working on the ground to save children’s lives, guided – as always – by the principles of 
impartiality, humanity, neutrality and independence. Our programmes will continue. Our one and only 
priority is to support the children who urgently need our help, wherever they are.” 
 
Press release 
09/30/2021  
Indonesia: More than 25,000 children orphaned due to COVID-19 since the start of the 
pandemic  
UNICEF and partners call for greater support for families and surviving caregivers to ensure children 
remain in family-based care.  
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    JAKARTA, 30 September 2021 – Since the start of the pandemic, 25,430 children in Indonesia have 
lost one or both caregivers due to COVID-19 according to a nationwide mapping by the Ministry of 
Women Empowerment and Child Protection (MoWECP) and UNICEF. 
   The mapping finds that the majority of children (57 per cent) have lost a male caregiver, over a third 
(37 per cent) have lost a female caregiver, and around five per cent have lost both caregivers. Most of 
the children are currently being looked after by a female caregiver, some by their extended families 
while 114 children are unaccompanied and are not being cared for by any adult. 
   The loss of one or both caregivers can have a detrimental impact on the nutrition, growth and 
development of children and can put them at greater risk of neglect, violence and exploitation – 
particularly infants and young children from low-income families. Children orphaned or bereft of their 
caregivers often face adverse consequences, including poverty and institutionalization. 
   The surviving or alternative caregivers also face additional economic and mental health burdens, 
which often fall on women and adolescent girls and may put them at increased risk of dropping out of 
school.  
   “We continue to monitor responses given to children whose parents died due to COVID-19 from all 
stakeholders,” said I. Gusti Ayu Bintang Darmawati, Minister of Women’s Empowerment and Child 
Protection. “We will make sure that these children are protected, and their rights can be fulfilled."… 
 
Statement 
09/30/2021  
UN agencies call for protection measures and a comprehensive regional approach for 
Haitians on the move  
Joint statement by UNHCR, IOM, UNICEF, OHCHR  
 
Press release 
09/29/2021  
EU Humanitarian Airbridge helps deliver 32 tonnes of UNICEF humanitarian supplies to 
Afghanistan  
 
Remarks 
09/29/2021  
Remarks by UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore at the launch of the Global 
Framework for United Nations Support on Syria/Iraq Third Country National Returnees  
 
 
Unitaid  [to 2 Oct 2021] 
https://unitaid.org/ 
Featured News 
Unitaid statement on molnupiravir as a treatment for mild and moderate COVID-19 
   Geneva, 1 October 2021 – Unitaid, on behalf of partners in the Access to COVID-19 Tools (ACT) 
Accelerator, welcomes today’s announcement on molnupiravir, an investigational oral antiviral medicine 
for treatment of mild and moderate COVID-19. Interim Phase 3 clinical trial results show that 
molnupiravir significantly reduced the risk of hospitalization or death from COVID-19 by approximately 
50 percent when given in the early stages of infection. 
   “Effective, simple to use, oral treatments that can avert the progression to severe illness are exactly 
the kind of breakthroughs we need to get the pandemic under control. Deployed alongside vaccines, 
such medicines could drive down hospitalizations and deaths due to COVID-19,” said Dr Philippe 
Duneton, Executive Director of Unitaid. 
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   Such a treatment could fundamentally change the response to the pandemic, enabling integrated 
test-and-care strategies when deployed together with appropriate diagnostic tests… 
 
Statement in remembrance of Girindre Beeharry 
   Geneva, 30 September 2021 – I am deeply saddened by the passing of Girindre Beeharry, who 
represented the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation on Unitaid’s Board, a position he held for several 
years. His memory remains very much alive. I would like to pay tribute to his clear-sightedness – the 
sharpness of his analyses went hand-in-hand with his humanity and his sense of humour. I wish to 
recognize and celebrate Girindre’s commitment to global public health. Through his unwavering 
dedication, he enabled Unitaid to move forward and find new solutions for people who need access to 
prevention, diagnostics, and treatments. 
   On behalf of everyone at Unitaid, our deepest sympathies and our most sincere condolences to 
Girindre’s family and to his daughter in particular. 
Dr. Philippe Duneton, Executive Director, Unitaid 
 
 
Vaccine Equity Cooperative [nee Initiative]   [to 2 Oct 2021] 
https://vaccineequitycooperative.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Vaccination Acceptance & Demand Initiative [Sabin)  [to 2 Oct 2021] 
https://www.vaccineacceptance.org/ 
Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Vaccine Confidence Project  [to 2 Oct 2021] 
http://www.vaccineconfidence.org/ 
News, Research and Reports 
Coronavirus global impact 
   Launched April 2, 2020 and recurring every 3 days, Premise Data is utilizing its global network of 
Contributors to assess economic, social, and health sentiment surrounding the coronavirus (COVID-19). 
 
 
Vaccine Education Center – Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia  [to 2 Oct 2021] 
http://www.chop.edu/centers-programs/vaccine-education-center 
News 
Feature Article — Guillain-Barré Syndrome (GBS) & Vaccines: The Risks and 
Recommendations 
Published on Sep 14, 2021  
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 2 Oct 2021] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
News and reports 
No new digest content identified. 
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The Wistar Institute   [to 2 Oct 2021] 
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WFPHA: World Federation of Public Health Associations  [to 2 Oct 2021] 
https://www.wfpha.org/ 
Latest News 
Eradicating Polio: What more Is Needed? 
Sep 22, 2021 
   Polio cases have fallen 99.9% since 1988. In 2020 Africa was certified polio free by the World Health 
Organization. However, polio will remain a key public health concern until such time as there are no 
wild... On October 12, 2021, at 10:00 – 11:00 (CEST), “Eradicating Polio: What more Is Needed?” 
webinar will be held to focus on the barriers, challenges and leverages to reach every child and 
eradicate polio globally.  Register 
 
 
World Bank [to 2 Oct 2021] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
Selected News, Announcements 
The World Bank Provides US$ 500 Million to Strengthen Argentina’s COVID-19 Vaccination 
Plan 
WASHINGTON D.C., October 1, 2021 – The World Bank Board of Directors today approved a US$500 
million loan to strengthen Argentina’s efforts to contain the COVID-19 pandemic. The loan will be used 
to procure...  
Date: October 01, 2021 Type: Press Release 
 
Nigeria Scales Up its COVID-19 Vaccination with New Funding for Vaccine Purchase and 
Deployment 
WASHINGTION, September 30, 2021 — The Government of Nigeria today received approval from The 
World Bank Board of Directors for a $400 million credit in additional financing from the International 
Development...  
Date: September 30, 2021 Type: Press Release L 
 
Development in a Time of Upheaval – World Bank Group President 
Malpass outlines ways to boost growth, combat reversals in gender equality and human development, 
address rising inequality and climate change KHARTOUM, Sept. 30, 2021—World Bank Group President 
David...  
Date: September 30, 2021 Type: Press Release  
 
Development in a Time of Upheaval - Positioning Speech by World Bank Group President 
David Malpass 
Watch the full recording of the speech.  Thank you, Prime Minister Hamdok for the warm introduction 
and hospitality. Ladies and gentlemen, it’s a great pleasure for me to be speaking today from Africa...  
Date: September 30, 2021 Type: Speeches and Transcripts  
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US$100 Million to Support COVID-19 Vaccination in Iraq 
BAGHDAD, September 28, 2021 — The World Bank has approved a new US$100 million project to 
scale up Iraq’s health sector response to the COVID-19 pandemic. The Iraq COVID-19 Vaccination 
Project will...  
Date: September 28, 2021 Type: Press Release Language: English  
 
 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 2 Oct 2021] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
Latest News – Selected Items 
01 October 2021  
Members of the WCO North of Africa, Near and Middle East (MENA) region discuss 
challenges and solutions in the cross-border e-commerce environment  
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 2 Oct 2021] 
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2021/ 
Press Releases, Statements 
Enhancing veterinary laboratory capacity in COVID-19’s wake through the first-ever virtual 
OIE PVS mission 
News 
28 September 2021  
   The COVID-19 pandemic has marked a challenging but breakthrough moment for science, research 
and society at large. A cornerstone of human and animal health systems, laboratories across the world 
have seen the continuity of their operations put to the test. Their significant engagement to enhance 
capacity, to conduct research and to put equipment and expertise at the disposal of the larger health 
system, often meant that only critical diagnostic laboratory functions were maintained and ramped up, 
while other types of activities had to take a back seat. Travel restrictions made access to laboratory 
facilities limited or nearly impossible for external stakeholders, and essential quality assurance 
activities, such as audits and technical training, became difficult to implement. Among these challenges 
was the implementation of in-country missions by the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE). 
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 2 Oct 2021] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
WTO News and Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
ARM [Alliance for Regenerative Medicine]  [to 2 Oct 2021] 
https://alliancerm.org/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
BIO    [to 2 Oct 2021] 
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https://www.bio.org/press-releases 
Press Releases, Letters, Testimony, Comments [Selected] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
DCVMN – Developing Country Vaccine Manufacturers Network  [to 2 Oct 2021] 
http://www.dcvmn.org/ 
News; Upcoming events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICBA – International Council of Biotechnology Associations   [to 2 Oct 2021] 
https://internationalbiotech.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFPMA   [to 2 Oct 2021] 
http://www.ifpma.org/resources/news-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Publications 
African research foundation partners with international pharmaceutical industry to 
strengthen capacity for health innovation innovation in Africa 
28 September 2021, Cape Town/Geneva – H3D-Foundation (H3D-F) and the International Federation 
of Pharmaceutical Manufacturers and Associations (IFPMA) announced today a three-year partnership 
to strengthen capacity for health innovation in Africa. The two organizations will combine forces to 
focus on driving capacity strengthening for drug discovery and development in Africa by scaling 
existing initiatives and identifying new development opportunities for young and mid-career scientists 
in the region. 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted the urgent need to bolster Africa’s ability, including its drug 
innovation capabilities, to face future health emergencies. Africa only conducts approximately 2 percent 
of world research on new infections, despite shouldering a quarter of the global disease burden[1]. 
While the continent is better prepared now to contribute to new healthcare threats as they emerge 
compared to a few decades ago, the disease focus remains narrow and is often not fully aligned with 
regional priorities. According to H3D-F, a foundation established to reduce barriers for health 
innovation and actively support African researchers and centers within the field of drug discovery and 
related sciences, the continent is primed for progress but requires an integrated health innovation 
ecosystem, investment in robust infrastructure, technology platforms, a critical mass of skilled talent, 
and job creation. 
 
“The University of Cape Town Holistic Drug Discovery & Development (H3D) centre is the only 
integrated drug discovery and development platform in Africa. Over the last 10 years, it has proven 
itself as a platform to develop world class infrastructure, talent, and health innovation that will 
contribute to improving lives not only in Africa, but all over the world. We are ready to take our work to 
the next level through partnership and collaboration with key organizations like IFPMA, strengthening 
capacity far beyond H3D,” said Kelly Chibale, Chairman and CEO of H3D-F and Founder and Director of 
H3D. 
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Africa now hosts over 250 research sites and 73 vaccine clinical trials, but there are many gaps to 
fill[2]. For example, less than 10 universities provide vaccinology courses and only two local universities 
engage in vaccine-related pre-clinical studies[3]. IFPMA’s role is to be an anchor partner to provide 
short- to mid-term support in increasing awareness of H3D-F activities to develop and strengthen the 
capacity of human resources for health innovation in Africa. It will facilitate networking and visibility 
across the innovation ecosystem through its membership and offer opportunities for collaboration from 
drug development to market. Shared aims of the organizations are to call attention to drug innovation 
and access in the region – key pillars to achieving the sustainable development goals and universal 
health coverage… 
 
 
International Generic and Biosimilar Medicines Association [IGBA] 
https://www.igbamedicines.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Alliance of Patients’ Organizations – IAPO  [to 2 Oct 2021] 
https://www.iapo.org.uk/news/topic/6  
Press and media [Selected] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
PhRMA    [to 2 Oct 2021] 
http://www.phrma.org/  
Latest News [Selected] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
 
   *  *  *  * 

 
Journal Watch 
   Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review continues its weekly scanning of key peer-reviewed 
journals to identify and cite articles, commentary and editorials, books reviews and other content 
supporting our focu-s on vaccine ethics and policy. Journal Watch is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
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the links provided may require subscription or other access arrangement unique to the publisher.  
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Implantable Material and Device Regulation 
About 10% of Americans will have a device implanted into their bodies during their lifetimes. Fewer 
than 0.5% of these devices, however, are likely to have been tested in rigorous clinical trials generally 
regarded as standard by US regulators. Despite looser regulation of materials and devices than for 
pharmaceuticals, clinician-investigators and the Food and Drug Administration are obligated to balance 
patient-subjects’ safety with demand for patients’ timely access to technologies and interventions that 
might improve or extend their lives. This issue investigates that tension.  
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Pharmacogenetic testing for adverse drug reaction prevention: systematic review of 
economic evaluations and the appraisal of quality matters for clinical practice and 
implementation  
   Genetic testing has potential roles in identifying whether an individual would have risk of adverse 
drug reactions (ADRs) from a particular medicine. Robust cost-effectiveness results on genetic testing 
would ...  
Authors: Saowalak Turongkaravee, Jiraphun Jittikoon, Onwipa Rochanathimoke, Kathleen Boyd, Olivia 
Wu and Usa Chaikledkaew 
Citation: BMC Health Services Research 2021 21:1042  
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Defining ethical challenge(s) in healthcare research: a rapid review  
Despite its ubiquity in academic research, the phrase ‘ethical challenge(s)’ appears to lack an agreed 
definition. A lack of a definition risks introducing confusion or avoidable bias. Conceptual clarity is a ...  
Authors: Guy Schofield, Mariana Dittborn, Lucy Ellen Selman and Richard Huxtable 
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Using an effective method for evaluating Institutional Review Board (IRB) performance is essential for 
ensuring an IRB’s effectiveness, efficiency, and compliance with applicable human research standards 
and o...  
Authors: Xing Liu, Ying Wu, Min Yang, Yang Li, Jessica Hahne, Kaveh Khoshnood, Linda Coleman and 
Xiaomin Wang 
Citation: BMC Medical Ethics 2021 22:133  
Content type: Research 
Published on: 28 September 2021 
 
COVID-19 underscores the important role of Clinical Ethics Committees in Africa  
The COVID-19 pandemic has magnified pre-existing challenges in healthcare in Africa. Long-standing 
health inequities, embedded in the continent over centuries, have been laid bare and have raised 
complex ethic...  
Authors: Keymanthri Moodley, Siti Mukaumbya Kabanda, Anita Kleinsmidt and Adetayo Emmanuel 
Obasa 
Citation: BMC Medical Ethics 2021 22:131  
Content type: Research article 
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Transmission event of SARS-CoV-2 delta variant reveals multiple vaccine breakthrough 
infections  
This study aims to identify the causative strain of SARS-CoV-2 in a cluster of vaccine breakthroughs. 
Vaccine breakthrough by a highly transmissible SARS-CoV-2 strain is a risk to global public health.  
Authors: Timothy Farinholt, Harsha Doddapaneni, Xiang Qin, Vipin Menon, Qingchang Meng, Ginger 
Metcalf, Hsu Chao, Marie-Claude Gingras, Vasanthi Avadhanula, Paige Farinholt, Charu Agrawal, Donna 
M. Muzny, Pedro A. Piedra, Richard A. Gibbs and Joseph Petrosino 
Citation: BMC Medicine 2021 19:255  
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Governance structure affects transboundary disease management under alternative 
objectives  
The development of public health policy is inextricably linked with governance structure. In our 
increasingly globalized world, human migration and infectious diseases often span multiple 
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administrative jurisdictions that might have different systems of government and divergent 
management objectives. However, few studies have considered how the allocation of regulatory 
authority among jurisdictions can affect disease management outcomes. 
Authors: Julie C. Blackwood, Mykhaylo M. Malakhov, Junyan Duan, Jordan J. Pellett, Ishan S. Phadke, 
Suzanne Lenhart, Charles Sims and Katriona Shea 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2021 21:1782  
Content type: Research 
Published on: 2 October 2021 
 
Patients at high risk for a severe clinical course of COVID-19 — small-area data in support 
of vaccination and other population-based interventions in Germany  
Research has shown that the risk for a severe course of COVID-19 is increased in the elderly 
population and among patients with chronic conditions. The aim of this study was to provide estimates 
of the size of...  
Authors: Jakob Holstiege, Manas K. Akmatov, Claudia Kohring, Lotte Dammertz, Frank Ng, Thomas 
Czihal, Dominik von Stillfried and Jörg Bätzing 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2021 21:1769  
Content type: Research 
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Population preferences and attitudes towards COVID-19 vaccination: a cross-sectional 
study from Pakistan  
While vaccine development is itself a challenge; ensuring optimal vaccine uptake at population level 
can present an even more significant challenge. Therefore, this study aimed to assess the Pakistani 
populati...  
Authors: Muhammad Junaid Tahir, Muhammad Saqlain, Waleed Tariq, Summaiya Waheed, Steven H. 
S. Tan, Sarim Irhas Nasir, Irfan Ullah and Ali Ahmed 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2021 21:1759  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 26 September 2021 
 
Tolerability of MenACWY-TT vaccination in adolescents in the Netherlands; a cross-
sectional study  
In 2018, meningococcal ACWY-TT vaccine (MenACWY-TT) was offered to adolescents in the 
Netherlands within the National Immunization Programme at 14 years of age. A questionnaire study 
assessed the tolerability ...  
Authors: J. M. Kemmeren, L. van Balveren, A. Kant and H. de Melker 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2021 21:1752  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 26 September 2021 
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Sep 30, 2021   Volume 184  Issue 20  p5071-5260 
https://www.cell.com/cell/current 
Commentary 
COVID-19 vaccines: Keeping pace with SARS-CoV-2 variants 
Muge Cevik, Nathan D. Grubaugh, Akiko Iwasaki, Peter Openshaw 
   As the SARS-CoV-2 epidemic evolves, new variants continue to emerge. Some highly transmissible 
variants, such as Delta, also raised concerns about the effectiveness provided by current vaccines. 
Understanding immunological correlates of protection and how laboratory findings correspond to 
clinical effectiveness is imperative to shape future vaccination strategies. 
 
 
Child Care, Health and Development  
Volume 47, Issue 5  Pages: 575-731  September 2021 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13652214/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Pharmacology & Therapeutics  
Volume 110, Issue 3  Pages: 519-825  September 2021 
https://ascpt.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/15326535/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Therapeutics 
June 2021  Volume 43  Issue 6  p917-1134 
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 ` 

https://ebm.bmj.com/content/26/5
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/11/9
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/issues/388476/
https://www.cell.com/cell/current
https://www.cell.com/cell/fulltext/S0092-8674(21)01057-6
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13652214/current
https://ascpt.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/15326535/current
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current


 
 

Clinical Trials 
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https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/18/5 
Ethics 
Navigating the ethics of remote research data collection 
Luke Gelinas, Walker Morrell, Sarah A White, Barbara E Bierer 
First Published July 7, 2021; pp. 606–614 
   COVID-19 has accelerated broad trends already in place toward remote research data collection and 
monitoring. This move implicates novel ethical and regulatory challenges which have not yet received 
due attention. Existing work is preliminary and does not seek to identify or grapple with the issues in a 
rigorous and sophisticated way. Here, we provide a framework for identifying and addressing 
challenges that we believe can help the research community realize the benefits of remote technologies 
while preserving ethical ideals and public trust. We organize issues into several distinct categories and 
provide points to consider in a table that can help facilitate ethical design and review of research 
studies using remote health instruments.  
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Bradley, John O’Brien, Robert C Rintoul, Ian Smith, Ed Bullmore, Krishna Chatterjeeon behalf of the 
Cambridge COVID Vaccine Trial Team 
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   The editors of Ethics & International Affairs are pleased to present the Summer 2021 issue of the 
journal! The highlight of this issue is a roundtable organized by Adrian Gallagher on the responsibility 
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    Mental illness represents an enormous personal, social and societal burden for European citizens1 
calling for the need to expand existing models of mental healthcare delivery. In Europe, the Internet is 
a key source of health information,2 and technology-enhanced (psychological) interventions such as 
Internet- and mobile-delivered applications (‘eHealth’3 and ‘m-Health’4) have become increasingly 
popular and studied. There is already strong evidence of the efficacy of online interventions for the 
prevention and treatment of several psychological disorders5,6 and meta-analyses show effect sizes 
similar to face-to-face interventions.7 
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   Best practices of adult learning were used to develop a training of trainers program for the Ghana 
Health Service immunization workforce. The program supported translating learning to behavior 
change, used class time for practice-teaching and action plan development, linked formal instruction 
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Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) committed within the Grand Bargain to increase multi-year investments 
in the institutional capacities of local and national responders, and to provide at least 25% of 
humanitarian funding to them as directly as possible. Since then, there is increasing consensus at 
policy and normative level, underscored by the Covid-19 pandemic, that local leadership should be 
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A vaccine-induced public antibody protects against SARS-CoV-2 and emerging variants 
Aaron J. Schmitz, et al. 
   SARS-CoV-2 variants with increased transmissibility are a public health threat. Schmitz et al. 
characterize 2C08, a human monoclonal antibody derived from a SARS-CoV-2 vaccine-induced germinal 
center B cell. 2C08 possesses a broad and potent neutralization capacity and protects hamsters against 
challenge with D614G, B.1.351, or B.1.617.2 strains. Public 2C08-like clones can be elicited by both 
SARS-CoV-2 infection and vaccination. 
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[2] Boosted MBCs retain their diversity and express potent variant-neutralizing antibodies 
[3] SARS-CoV-2-naive individuals show low serum neutralization of variants after vaccination 
[4] Maturation of MBCs in naïve individuals allows them to respond to variants of concern 
Summary 
In addition to serum immunoglobulins, memory B cell (MBC) generation against SARS-CoV-2 represents 
another layer of immune protection, but the quality of MBC responses in naive and COVID-19-
recovered individuals after vaccination remains ill-defined. We studied longitudinal cohorts of naive 
individuals and disease-recovered patients for up to 2 months after SARS-CoV-2 mRNA vaccination. We 
assessed the quality of the memory response by analysis of VDJ repertoires, affinity and neutralization 
against variants of concern (VOCs), using unbiased cultures of 2452 MBCs. Upon boosting, the MBC 
pool of recovered patients selectively expanded, further matured and harbored potent neutralizers 
against VOCs. Although naïve individuals had weaker neutralizing serum responses, half of their RBD-
specific MBCs displayed high affinity towards multiple VOCs, including delta (B.1.617.2), and one-third 
retained neutralizing potency against beta (B.1.351). Our data suggest that an additional challenge in 
naive vaccinees could recall such affinity-matured MBCs and allow them to respond efficiently to VOCs. 
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Significance 
How to allocate COVID-19 vaccines is one of the most important decisions currently facing 
governments. With limited supplies, what is most pressing is deciding who gets priority in the vaccine 
allocation rollout. Some governments are exploring allowing private purchases of COVID-19 vaccines. 
Many countries are debating whether COVID-19 vaccines should be mandated. There is little evidence 
on what policies are preferred by the global public. Our survey of 15,536 adults in 13 countries 
confirms that priority should be given to health workers and those at high risk but also, to a broad 
range of key workers and those with lower incomes. The public favors allocating COVID-19 vaccines 
solely via government programs but was polarized in some countries on mandatory vaccinations. 
Abstract 
How does the public want a COVID-19 vaccine to be allocated? We conducted a conjoint experiment 
asking 15,536 adults in 13 countries to evaluate 248,576 profiles of potential vaccine recipients who 
varied randomly on five attributes. Our sample includes diverse countries from all continents. The 
results suggest that in addition to giving priority to health workers and to those at high risk, the public 
favors giving priority to a broad range of key workers and to those with lower income. These 
preferences are similar across respondents of different education levels, incomes, and political 
ideologies, as well as across most surveyed countries. The public favored COVID-19 vaccines being 
allocated solely via government programs but were highly polarized in some developed countries on 
whether taking a vaccine should be mandatory. There is a consensus among the public on many 
aspects of COVID-19 vaccination, which needs to be taken into account when developing and 
communicating rollout strategies. 
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   Join us at CGD for a presentation and discussion with Rasmus Hansen, CEO and Founder of Airfinity, 
on the key facts and issues for finance leaders related to vaccines as they consider priorities over the 
coming months. 
 
COVID-19 Stocktake and the Hurdles to Vaccine Access Across Africa  
Event  10/5/21 
   The COVID-19 pandemic has pushed up to 40 million Africans into extreme poverty and the 
continent experienced its first recession in half a century. Global vaccination efforts have left Africa 
behind: less than two percent of the African population has been vaccinated compared to over 70 
percent in the European Union. As Delta and other emerging variants present new challenges for 
Africa, COVID-19 deaths have surged, hospital admissions have increased rapidly, and countries face 
shortages of oxygen and intensive care beds. During this high-level event, we will discuss the impact 
COVID-19 continues to have across Africa and the necessary measures the international community 
should take to address the emerging dangerous divergence between advanced and lower income 
economies. We hope to set the tone for conversations surrounding these challenging issues during the 
World Bank-IMF Annual Meetings. 
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October 1, 2021  News Release  
The Decline in COVID-19 Deaths Among Nursing Home Residents and Staff Reversed 
Course Amid the Surging Delta Variant This Summer 
   The months-long decline in COVID-19 deaths among nursing home residents and staff reversed 
course this summer as the Delta variant dominated, with mortality increasing five-fold from 350 deaths 
in July to nearly 1,800 in August, finds a new KFF analysis. The analysis also finds increases in nursing 
home COVID-19 cases… 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 2 Oct 2021] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/ 
Selected Reports/Press Releases 
Sep 23 2021 
Press Releases 
Pastors, Partners and Pop-ups: Report Shows Best Practices for Covid-19 Vaccination, 
Testing in Underserved Communities 
   Public health professionals in seven U.S. cities and states share how they increased vaccination and 
testing rates among their communities where rates were lowest New York | September 23, 2021 — … 
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