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Milestones - Perspectives 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
WHO - 150th session of the Executive Board 
24 – 29 January 2022  
Virtual event: https://www.who.int/about/governance/executive-board/executive-board-150th-session 
 
EB150 Main Documents [Selected] 
EB150/1 
Provisional agenda 
 
EB150/1 (annotated) 
Provisional agenda (annotated) 
 
EB150/7 
Political declaration of the third high-level meeting of the General Assembly on the prevention and 
control of noncommunicable diseases  
 
EB150/7 Add.1 
Political declaration of the third high-level meeting of the General Assembly on the prevention and 
control of noncommunicable diseases  
 
EB150/8 
The global health sector strategies on, respectively, HIV, viral hepatitis and sexually transmitted 
infections 
 
EB150/9 
Global strategy for tuberculosis research and innovation 
 
EB150/10 
Road map for neglected tropical diseases 2021–2030 
 
EB150/11 
Immunization Agenda 2030 
 
EB150/12 
Infection prevention and control 
 
EB150/13 
Global road map on defeating meningitis by 2030 
 
EB150/15 
Strengthening WHO preparedness for and response to health emergencies 
 
EB150/17 

https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2022/01/24/default-calendar/150th-session-of-the-executive-board
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2022/01/24/default-calendar/150th-session-of-the-executive-board
https://www.who.int/about/governance/executive-board/executive-board-150th-session
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB150/B150_1-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB150/B150_1(annotated)-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB150/B150_7-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB150/B150_7Add1-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB150/B150_8-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB150/B150_9-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB150/B150_10-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB150/B150_11-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB150/B150_12-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB150/B150_13-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB150/B150_15-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB150/B150_17-en.pdf


 
 

Standing Committee on Pandemic and Emergency Preparedness and Response 
 
EB150/18 
Public health emergencies: preparedness and response 
WHO’s work in health emergencies 
 
EB150/19 
Influenza preparedness 
 
EB150/20 
Global Health for Peace Initiative 
 
EB150/21 
Poliomyelitis 
Poliomyelitis eradication 
 
EB150/22 
Poliomyelitis 
Polio transition planning and polio post-certification 
 
EB150/23 
Maternal, infant and young child nutrition 
Comprehensive implementation plan on maternal, infant and young child nutrition: biennial report 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
CEPI 
 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and Wellcome pledge $300 million to CEPI to fight COVID-
19 and combat threat of future pandemics 
This news announcement forms part of CEPI’s 100 Days Mission, a campaign delving into how we can 
compress the vaccine development timeline to 100 days, while also counting down to CEPI’s Global 
Pandemic Preparedness Summit taking place in March, 2022. 
  
OSLO, Norway; January 19, 2022 –The Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI) this 
week celebrates its fifth birthday with US$300 million in pledges from the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation and Wellcome to help fund its work on ending the acute phase of the COVID-19 pandemic 
and its global plan to take the threat of future pandemics off the table. The two philanthropic 
foundations were co-founders of CEPI at Davos in 2017, alongside the Governments of Norway and 
India, and the World Economic Forum. 
 
The financial pledges—which together contribute towards the coalition’s $3.5 billion fundraising 
target—will help advance CEPI’s efforts to further COVID-19 vaccine R&D through investments in the 
development of the ‘next generation’ of COVID-19 vaccines, designed to protect against newly 
emerging variants and for use in low-resource settings. 
 

https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB150/B150_18-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB150/B150_19-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB150/B150_20-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB150/B150_21-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB150/B150_22-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB150/B150_23-en.pdf
https://cepi.net/news_cepi/bill-melinda-gates-foundation-and-wellcome-pledge-300-million-to-cepi-to-fight-covid-19-and-combat-threat-of-future-pandemics/
https://cepi.net/news_cepi/bill-melinda-gates-foundation-and-wellcome-pledge-300-million-to-cepi-to-fight-covid-19-and-combat-threat-of-future-pandemics/
https://100days.cepi.net/bill-melinda-gates-foundation-and-wellcome-pledge-300-million-to-cepi/
https://endpandemics.cepi.net/


 
 

The funding commitments will also provide critical support to ambitious initiatives set out by CEPI in its 
six-point pandemic preparedness plan to build a future world that is better prepared for emerging 
infectious disease outbreaks. 
 
CEPI aims to reduce global epidemic and pandemic risk by preparing for known disease threats 
through the development of vaccines against its priority pathogens (Chikungunya, Lassa fever, MERS, 
Nipah, Rift Valley fever) and making them globally accessible. Focussing on Disease X, CEPI’s plan also 
aims to build on innovations seen in the current pandemic and transform the response to the next 
novel coronavirus by developing all-in-one coronavirus vaccines designed to protect against multiple 
SARS-CoV-2 variants and other Betacoronaviruses*. Such tools could take the world beyond the 
current ‘one bug, one drug’ method and provide broad protection against current and future 
coronavirus threats. 
 
Dr. Richard Hatchett, Chief Executive Officer, CEPI, said, “The crucial funds that have been pledged set 
CEPI on a positive trajectory towards our ultimate US$3.5 billion funding goal. Achieving this funding 
target will enable CEPI to further advance, and enable equitable access to, life-saving vaccines and 
help the world develop ground-breaking new technologies including universal vaccines against 
Betacoronaviruses. 
 
“Both these Foundations have shown incredible leadership with regards to global health, and we are 
enormously grateful to them for their visionary contribution to our work. If fully funded, CEPI’s 
ambitious plan will revolutionise the way the world deals with future epidemics and could prevent us 
ever again having to suffer the devastation of a pandemic like COVID-19. 
 
“The future we envisage can only be only realised if the world steps up now to make the investments 
needed to build on the scientific advances made in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. CEPI calls on 
political, industry, academic, philanthropic, and civil society leaders to join us and support our bold 
plan.”… 
 
:::::: 
 
CEPI and Institut Pasteur de Dakar partner to advance COVID-19 vaccine manufacturing in 
Africa 
DAKAR, Senegal and OSLO, Norway; 18 January 2022: The Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness 
Innovations (CEPI) and the Institut Pasteur de Dakar (IPD) have signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) to formalize the partnership between the two organizations to advance IPD’s 
MADIBA project, a regional manufacturing hub for COVID-19 and other vaccines in Dakar, Sénégal. In 
its initial phase, IPD’s new modular facility will manufacture up to 300 million doses of COVID-19 
vaccine annually for use in Africa. 
 
With the manufacturing facility in advanced construction, IPD is on track to start vaccine production in 
the third quarter of 2022. IPD has previously signed an MOU with BioNTech to pursue mRNA vaccine 
manufacturing and is actively exploring partnerships with other vaccine companies to produce licensed 
COVID-19 vaccines in its new manufacturing facility. In the future, IPD plans to expand to produce 
vaccines against other pathogens that are relevant to the region – potentially also new vaccines funded 
by CEPI. 
 

https://endpandemics.cepi.net/
https://cepi.net/news_cepi/cepi-and-institut-pasteur-de-dakar-partner-to-advance-covid-19-vaccine-manufacturing-in-africa/
https://cepi.net/news_cepi/cepi-and-institut-pasteur-de-dakar-partner-to-advance-covid-19-vaccine-manufacturing-in-africa/


 
 

CEPI will provide strategic and technical support to IPD’s MADIBA project to advance the development 
and delivery of vaccines manufacturing in Africa. CEPI will also advise on the implementation of an 
innovative vaccine filling and delivery solution, licensed from MedInstill/INTACT Solutions and 
developed with CEPI’s funding and support… 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
IHR Emergency Committee - COVID-19 
 
Statement on the tenth meeting of the International Health Regulations (2005) 
Emergency Committee regarding the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic 
19 January 2022  
Statement 
[Excerpts] 
   …The Committee unanimously agreed that the COVID-19 pandemic still constitutes an extraordinary 
event that continues to adversely affect the health of populations around the world, poses a risk of 
international spread and interference with international traffic, and requires a coordinated international 
response. As such, the Committee concurred that the COVID-19 pandemic remains a PHEIC 
and offered its advice to the Director-General.  
   The Director-General determined that the COVID-19 pandemic continues to constitute a 
PHEIC. He accepted the advice of the Committee and issued the Committee’s advice to States Parties 
as Temporary Recommendations under the IHR  
   The Emergency Committee will be reconvened within three months or earlier, at the discretion of the 
Director-General. The Director-General thanked the Committee for its work…. 
 
Temporary Recommendations to States Parties  
The Committee identified the following actions as critical for all countries: 
 
[1] MODIFIED: Continue to use evidence-informed public health and social measures, 
therapeutics, diagnostics, and vaccines for COVID-19, and to share response experiences 
with WHO.  States Parties are advised to regularly adjust their response strategies by monitoring their 
epidemiological situation, assessing their vulnerabilities including their health system capacity, as well 
as considering the adherence to and attributable impact of individual and combined PHSM. Where 
isolation and quarantine of large numbers of cases and contacts is potentially disrupting critical 
infrastructure (including heath care services), States Parties may need to modify isolation and 
quarantine periods, with the introduction of testing, to balance the risks with the continuation of key 
functions, using a risk-based approach. Technical Brief on enhancing Readiness for Omicron and 
Considerations for implementing and adjusting public health and social measures in the context of 
COVID-19. 
 
[2] MODIFIED: Take a risk-based approach to mass gathering events by evaluating, 
mitigating, and communicating risks. Recognizing that there are different drivers and risk 
tolerance for mass gatherings and mass migrations, and the particular challenges for fragile and 
vulnerable States Parties, it is critical to consider the epidemiological context (including the prevalence 
of variants of concern and the intensity of transmission), surveillance, contact tracing and testing 
capacity, as well as adherence to PHSM when conducting this risk assessment in line with WHO 
guidance. Key planning recommendations for mass gatherings in the context of COVID-19. 

https://www.who.int/news/item/19-01-2022-statement-on-the-tenth-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-coronavirus-disease-(covid-19)-pandemic
https://www.who.int/news/item/19-01-2022-statement-on-the-tenth-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-coronavirus-disease-(covid-19)-pandemic
https://www.who.int/news/item/19-01-2022-statement-on-the-tenth-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-coronavirus-disease-(covid-19)-pandemic
https://www.who.int/news/item/19-01-2022-statement-on-the-tenth-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-coronavirus-disease-(covid-19)-pandemic
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/enhancing-readiness-for-omicron-(b.1.1.529)-technical-brief-and-priority-actions-for-member-states
https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/considerations-in-adjusting-public-health-and-social-measures-in-the-context-of-covid-19-interim-guidance
https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/considerations-in-adjusting-public-health-and-social-measures-in-the-context-of-covid-19-interim-guidance
https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/10665-332235


 
 

 
[3] MODIFIED: Achieve the WHO call to action to have at least 70% of all countries’ 
populations vaccinated by the start of July 2022 and integrate COVID-19 vaccination into 
routine health services. In accordance with advice from SAGE and WHO interim statements, States 
Parties are requested to share vaccine doses to increase global equity and to use a stepwise approach 
to vaccination, prioritizing those at highest risk from COVID-19, considering an evidence-informed use 
of booster vaccination, and taking into account evolving data on population level immunity. To enhance 
vaccine uptake, States Parties are encouraged to assess enablers and barriers to vaccination. 
Vaccination programmes should continue to prioritize vulnerable populations, including health workers, 
older people, people with underlying conditions, immunocompromised individuals with insufficient 
access to treatment, migrants, refugees, people living in fragile settings, sea farers, and air crews. 
Interim Statement on COVID-19 vaccines in the context of the circulation of the Omicron SARS-CoV-2 
Variant from the WHO Technical Advisory Group on COVID-19 Vaccine Composition (TAG-CO-VAC); 
Link to WHO SAGE Prioritization Roadmap 
 
[4] MODIFIED: Enhance surveillance of SARS-CoV-2 and continue to report to WHO to 
enable rapid identification, tracking, and evaluation of variants and continued monitoring 
of the pandemic’s evolution and its control. States Parties should strengthen systems to collect 
and publicly share indicators to monitor the burden of COVID-19, such as hospitalization rates, severe 
disease, and excess mortality. States Parties are particularly encouraged to increase efforts to increase 
detection of infections in individuals where variants of interest and variants of concern may emerge. 
States Parties should strengthen mechanisms to link individual-level clinical, vaccination and genomic 
data to facilitate assessment of the impact of and vaccine effectiveness against VOC. States Parties 
should leverage and enhance existing systems such as the Global Influenza Surveillance and Response 
System (GISRS), as well as other national, regional, and global networks to integrate respiratory 
disease surveillance and prioritize monitoring circulation of SARS-CoV-2, relative proportions of SARS-
CoV-2 variants, and circulation of other co-circulating respiratory viruses, including influenza. Guidance 
for surveillance of SARS-CoV-2 variants; SARS-CoV-2 genomic sequencing for public health goals 
 
[5] MODIFIED: States Parties should ensure that there is sufficient surge capacity for 
critical SARS-CoV-2 clinical care and post COVID-19 condition, and for the maintenance of 
essential health services, and should plan for the restoration of health services at all levels 
with sufficient funding, supplies, and human resources. Specific to the risk of evolving new 
lineages, special attention may be needed for ensuring access to treatment for treatable 
immunosuppressive disease. States Parties should enhance access to health for all by strengthening 
health and social systems to cope with the impacts of the pandemic, especially on children. Building 
health systems resilience for universal health coverage and health security during the COVID-19 
pandemic and beyond: WHO position paper 
 
[6] MODIFIED: Lift or ease international traffic bans as they do not provide added value 
and continue to contribute to the economic and social stress experienced by States 
Parties. The failure of travel restrictions introduced after the detection and reporting of Omicron 
variant to limit international spread of Omicron demonstrates the ineffectiveness of such measures over 
time. Travel measures (e.g. masking, testing, isolation/quarantine, and vaccination) should be based 
on risk assessments and avoid placing the financial burden on international travellers in accordance 
with Article 40 of the IHR.  WHO advice for international traffic in relation to the SARS-CoV-2 Omicron 
variant  
 

https://www.who.int/news/item/11-01-2022-interim-statement-on-covid-19-vaccines-in-the-context-of-the-circulation-of-the-omicron-sars-cov-2-variant-from-the-who-technical-advisory-group-on-covid-19-vaccine-composition
https://www.who.int/news/item/11-01-2022-interim-statement-on-covid-19-vaccines-in-the-context-of-the-circulation-of-the-omicron-sars-cov-2-variant-from-the-who-technical-advisory-group-on-covid-19-vaccine-composition
https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/who-sage-roadmap-for-prioritizing-uses-of-covid-19-vaccines-in-the-context-of-limited-supply
https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/WHO_2019-nCoV_surveillance_variants
https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/WHO_2019-nCoV_surveillance_variants
https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/WHO-2019-nCoV-genomic_sequencing-2021.1
https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/WHO-UHL-PHC-SP-2021.01
https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/WHO-UHL-PHC-SP-2021.01
https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/WHO-UHL-PHC-SP-2021.01
https://www.who.int/news-room/articles-detail/who-advice-for-international-traffic-in-relation-to-the-sars-cov-2-omicron-variant
https://www.who.int/news-room/articles-detail/who-advice-for-international-traffic-in-relation-to-the-sars-cov-2-omicron-variant


 
 

[7] EXTENDED: Do NOT require proof of vaccination against COVID-19 for international 
travel as the only pathway or condition permitting international travel given limited global 
access and inequitable distribution of COVID-19 vaccines. State Parties should consider a risk-
based approach to the facilitation of international travel by lifting or modifying measures, such as 
testing and/or quarantine requirements, when appropriate, in accordance with the WHO 
guidance.  Interim position paper: considerations regarding proof of COVID-19 vaccination for 
international travellers; Policy considerations for implementing a risk-based approach to international 
travel in the context of COVID-19  
 
[8] MODIFIED: Recognize all vaccines that have received WHO Emergency Use Listing and 
all heterologous vaccine combinations as per SAGE recommendations, including in the context 
of international travel. States Parties are also requested to support research to derive the optimal 
vaccination strategy for reducing infection, morbidity and mortality. Interim Recommendations for 
heterologous COVID-19  Vaccine Schedules ; WHO Emergency Use Listing  
 
[9] MODIFIED: Address community engagement and communications gaps and challenges 
posed by infodemics at national and local levels to reduce COVID-19 transmission, counter 
misinformation and threats to frontline workers, and improve COVID-19 vaccine 
acceptance, where applicable. This will require reinforcing messages that a comprehensive public 
health response is needed, including the continued use of PHSM alongside increasing vaccination 
coverage. Given the rapidly evolving situation and to promote trust and adherence, States Parties 
should explain clearly and transparently the rationale for the changes of policies and PHSM, with a view 
to balance risks and benefits of such changes. These communications need to be tailored to different 
population groups, including those considered as most vulnerable. Link to WHO risk communications 
resources. 
 
[10] MODIFIED: Support timely uptake and monitoring of WHO recommended 
therapeutics by addressing challenges with accessibility and appropriate use. Local production and 
technology transfer can contribute to global equitable access to therapeutics. States Parties are advised 
to establish COVID-19 therapeutics resistance monitoring systems, using appropriate testing strategies 
and strengthening their surveillance system. In addition, States Parties are requested to support 
pharmacovigilance cohort studies and reporting systems to detect adverse events following 
administration of new therapeutics. Therapeutics and COVID-19: living guideline 
 
[11] NEW: Conduct epidemiological investigations of SARS-CoV-2 transmission at the 
human-animal interface and targeted surveillance on potential animal hosts and 
reservoirs. Real time monitoring and data sharing on SARS-Cov-2 infection, transmission and 
evolution in animals will assist global understanding of the virus epidemiology and ecology, the 
potential for evolution of new variants in animal populations, their timely identification, and assessment 
of their public health risks. Statement from the Advisory Group on SARS-CoV-2 Evolution in Animals 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
COVAX 
 
COVAX delivers its 1 billionth COVID-19 vaccine dose 
16 January 2022  

https://www.who.int/news-room/articles-detail/interim-position-paper-considerations-regarding-proof-of-covid-19-vaccination-for-international-travellers
https://www.who.int/news-room/articles-detail/interim-position-paper-considerations-regarding-proof-of-covid-19-vaccination-for-international-travellers
https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/WHO-2019-nCoV-Policy-Brief-Risk-based-international-travel-2021.1
https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/WHO-2019-nCoV-Policy-Brief-Risk-based-international-travel-2021.1
https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/WHO-2019-nCoV-vaccines-SAGE-recommendation-heterologous-schedules
https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/WHO-2019-nCoV-vaccines-SAGE-recommendation-heterologous-schedules
https://www.who.int/teams/regulation-prequalification/eul/covid-19
https://www.who.int/teams/risk-communication
https://www.who.int/teams/risk-communication
https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/WHO-2019-nCoV-therapeutics-2022.1
https://www.oie.int/app/uploads/2022/01/statement-agve-omicron.pdf
https://www.who.int/news/item/16-01-2022-covax-delivers-its-1-billionth-covid-19-vaccine-dose
https://www.who.int/news/item/16-01-2022-covax-delivers-its-1-billionth-covid-19-vaccine-dose


 
 

   On 15 January 2022, a shipment of 1.1 million COVID-19 vaccines to Rwanda included the billionth 
dose supplied via COVAX. 
   Together with our partners, COVAX is leading the largest vaccine procurement and 
supply operation in history, with deliveries to 144 countries to date. 
   But the work that has gone into this milestone is only a reminder of the work that remains. As of 13 
January 2022, out of 194 Member States, 36 WHO Member States have vaccinated less than 10% of 
their population, and 88 less than 40%. 
   COVAX’s ambition was compromised by hoarding/stockpiling in rich countries, 
catastrophic outbreaks leading to borders and supply being locked. And a lack of sharing 
of licenses, technology and know how by pharmaceutical companies meant manufacturing 
capacity went unused. 
   COVAX is working with governments, manufacturers and partners to ensure that when countries 
receive vaccines they can get them to people quickly. 
    With updated vaccines in the pipeline, now is the moment for all citizens to demand that 
governments & pharmaceutical companies share health tools globally & bring an end to the death & 
destruction cycles of this pandemic, limit new variants and drive a global economic recovery. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
ICMRA COVID-19 Omicron variant workshop  
12 January 2022  [published 20 Jan 2022] 
Co-chairs: Peter Marks (FDA, US) and Marco Cavaleri (EMA, EU) 
  
Welcome by Emer Cooke, ICMRA chair (EMA) 
The ‘COVID-19 Omicron variant’ workshop is the third ICMRA vaccines workshop, following the 
workshop organised in June 2021 entitled ‘Vaccine development: future steps’. The objective of this 
workshop was to reach international regulatory alignment on dealing with Omicron 
variant, on the criteria for the selection of adapted vaccines and fostering a strategic 
discussion between all public health authorities on the long term needs against SARS-CoV-
2… 
 
Closing remarks and next steps 
While current vaccines are losing protection against Omicron with respect to infection and mild disease, 
there is still considerable protection from hospitalisation and severe COVID-19, especially after a 
booster dose. It is becoming increasingly clear that a booster dose is needed to extend vaccine 
protection. 
 
Particularly from the perspective of a global strategy, additional boosters of current 
vaccines administered with short intervals to restore protection over time would not be 
the preferable approach to protect public health and a longer-term strategy should be 
defined.  
 
With respect to updated vaccine composition, other alternatives should be considered besides a 
monovalent omicron vaccine as it is not yet defined what would be the preferable approach. 
 
In principle, clinical data are needed for approving a new updated vaccine. Clinical studies should 
demonstrate that the immune response, measured as neutralising antibodies, with the updated vaccine 

https://www.icmra.info/drupal/en/covid-19/12january2022
https://www.icmra.info/drupal/en/covid-19/12january2022


 
 

is superior to the immune response achieved with the prototype vaccine against the variant included in 
the updated vaccine. Cross-neutralisation of other variants of concern would be additional relevant 
evidence with respect to the breadth of coverage provided by the updated vaccine. These criteria have 
to be considered as a minimum requirement to support variant vaccine approval. 
 
Global coordination of changes in vaccine composition to cover potential variants of concern will be 
important.  
 
::::::  
:::::: 
:::::: 
 

Coronavirus [COVID-19] - WHO 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019  
 
Weekly Epidemiological and Operational updates  
Last update: 21 Jan 2022 
Confirmed cases ::     340 543 962 
Confirmed deaths ::         5 570 163 
Vaccine doses administered:    9 571 502 663 
 
:::::: 
 

 
 
Weekly epidemiological update on COVID-19 - 18 January 2022 
Overview  
Globally, the number of new COVID-19 cases increased in the past week (10-16 January 
2022), while the number of new deaths remained similar to that of the previous week. 
Across the six WHO regions, over 18 million new cases were reported this week, a 20% increase, as 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update-on-covid-19---18-january-2022


 
 

compared to the previous week. Over 45 000 new deaths were also reported. As of 16 January, over 
323 million confirmed cases and over 5.5 million deaths have been reported worldwide. 
 
Despite a slowdown of the increase in case incidence at the global level, all regions reported an 
increase in the incidence of weekly cases with the exception of the African Region, which reported a 
27% decrease. The South-East Asia region reported the largest increase in new cases last week 
(145%), followed by the Eastern Mediterranean Region (68%). New weekly deaths increased in the 
South-East Asia Region (12%) and Region of the Americas (7%) while remaining approximately the 
same as the previous week in the other regions. 
  
:::::: 
::::::  
 
WHO Director General Speeches  [selected]  
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches 
Selected 
18 January 2022  
Speech 
WHO Director-General's opening remarks at the media briefing on COVID-19 — 18 January 
2022 
:: The volcanic eruption near Tonga and subsequent tsunami requires an urgent response. With 
telecommunications down, WHO is on the ground in Tonga helping coordinate the response by 
channelling information between UN agencies, humanitarian partners and the Tongan government.   
:: Omicron continues to sweep the world. Last week, there were more than 18 million reported cases. 
Make no mistake, Omicron is causing hospitalizations and deaths, and even the less severe cases are 
inundating health facilities.   
:: Next week, the WHO Executive Board, which is made up of 34 Member States, will meet to discuss 
the world’s health challenges. WHO will be working to accelerate progress on negotiations around a 
pandemic accord, as well as sustainable financing.   
 
:::::: 
::::::  
  
WHO SAGE Roadmap for prioritizing uses of COVID-19 vaccines 
21 January 2022  
An approach to optimize the global impact of COVID-19 vaccines, based on public health goals, global 
and national equity, and vaccine access and coverage scenarios 
Overview  
Given the urgency and wide-ranging effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, SAGE has developed an 
approach to help inform deliberation around the range of recommendations that may be appropriate 
under different epidemiologic and vaccine supply conditions. To assist in developing recommendations 
for use of vaccines against COVID-19, SAGE proposes a Roadmap for Prioritizing Uses of COVID-19 
Vaccines that considers priority populations for vaccination based on epidemiologic setting and vaccine 
supply scenarios. This Roadmap builds on the WHO SAGE values framework for the allocation and 
prioritization of COVID-19 vaccination. 
   PDF: https://apps.who.int/iris/rest/bitstreams/1406385/retrieve 
Preamble  

https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-media-briefing-on-covid-19-18-january-2022
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-media-briefing-on-covid-19-18-january-2022
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-media-briefing-on-covid-19-18-january-2022
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-media-briefing-on-covid-19-18-january-2022
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-media-briefing-on-covid-19-18-january-2022
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-media-briefing-on-covid-19-18-january-2022
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/who-sage-roadmap-for-prioritizing-uses-of-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/who-sage-roadmap-for-prioritizing-uses-of-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/who-sage-roadmap-for-prioritizing-uses-of-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/who-sage-roadmap-for-prioritizing-uses-of-covid-19-vaccines
https://apps.who.int/iris/rest/bitstreams/1406385/retrieve


 
 

This interim guidance constitutes a major revision of the WHO SAGE roadmap for prioritizing uses of 
COVID-19 vaccines, first issued October 2020, and updated in November 2020 and July 2021. It is 
based on work conducted by the SAGE Working Group on COVID-19 Vaccines and SAGE members, 
from October 2021 to January 2022, including consultation with RITAG1 chairs, and dedicated 
discussions at extraordinary meetings of the Strategic Advisory Group of Experts (SAGE) on 
Immunization on 7 December 2021 and 19 January 2022 (1).  
 
This revised Roadmap takes into account increasing vaccine availability, vaccine coverage rates, and 
the evolving epidemiological situation including COVID-19 variants of concern. Scenarios in which 
vaccination coverage exceeds 50% of the population are considered, as are topics such as vaccine use 
in children and adolescents and prioritization of additional and booster doses in relation to vaccination 
coverage rates. To assist countries in developing recommendations for optimized use of vaccines 
against COVID-19, priority-use groups for vaccination (both primary series and booster doses) are 
identified based on epidemiological scenarios, public health goals, and vaccine coverage scenarios (in 
accordance with WHO SAGE values framework for the allocation and prioritization of COVID-19 
vaccination (2)).  
 
This Roadmap is complementary to the Strategy to achieve global Covid-19 vaccination by mid-2022 
(3) issued in September 2021, which was developed by WHO in collaboration with its COVAX partners 
and key regional and national stakeholders, and which specifies national vaccine coverage categories. 
The Roadmap emphasizes the importance of prioritizing the distribution of increasingly available 
vaccine supply to optimize impact on health, socioeconomic conditions, and equity, and focuses on in-
country vaccine policies…. 
Selected Chart 
 

 



 
 

 
†Priority-use groups: The extent of risk of severe disease and death is the main determinant for 
assignment of a subgroup (or subpopulation) to a priority-use group. This criterion aligns with a 
specification of the human well-being principle in the WHO SAGE values framework for the allocation 
and prioritization of COVID-19 vaccines. In addition, other specifications of that principle, including 
reducing societal and economic disruption and protecting essential health services, as well as of the 
national equity and reciprocity principles, are also used to justify assignment of some of the subgroups 
to a priority-use group.  
 
*Additional dose: Persons with moderate to severe immunocompromising conditions should receive an 
expanded primary vaccination series through an additional dose about 1–3 months after completion of 
the primary series (see Interim recommendations for an extended primary series with an additional 
vaccine dose for COVID-19 vaccination in immunocompromised persons (4). Such persons are also a 
high priority-use group for a subsequent (booster) dose.  
 
**Booster dose: The optimal interval between completion of a primary series and administration of a 
booster dose has yet to be determined, and depends on epidemiological setting, vaccine product, 
targeted age groups, background seroprevalence, and circulation of specific variants of concern. As a 
general principle, dependent on vaccine product, an interval of 4–6 months since completion of the 
primary series could be considered for countries experiencing significant loss of vaccine effectiveness 
against severe disease in the context of an impending or ongoing major surge of cases, while a longer 
interval could be considered for those countries currently not experiencing, or at low risk of, an 
increasing incidence of cases. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Status of COVID-19 Vaccines within WHO EUL/PQ evaluation process 23 December 2021 

[Full scale view available at title link above] 
[No change from 23 December 2021] 
 
:::::: 
 
COVID Vaccines/Therapeutics - Developer/Manufacturer Announcements  
[Selected press releases/announcements from organizations from WHO EUL/PQ listing above and other 
organizations] 
 
AstraZeneca 
Press Releases     - No new digest announcements identified   
  
Bharat Biotech  
Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
BioCubaFarma – Cuba 
Últimas Noticias 
22 de Enero, 2022  
Mambisa: Candidato vacunal anti-covid-19 para administración por vía nasal demuestra 
seguridad e inmunogenicidad y avanza en ensayos clínicos 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj69NvWpojvAhXORTABHU7pCfEQFjAAegQIAxAD&url=https%3A%2F%2Fextranet.who.int%2Fpqweb%2Fkey-resources%2Fdocuments%2Fstatus-covid-19-vaccines-within-who-eulpq-evaluation-process&usg=AOvVaw2ZuZgAiQ_JV1xYYPsr0GGJ
https://www.astrazeneca.com/media-centre/press-releases.html
https://www.bharatbiotech.com/press_releases.html
https://www.astrazeneca.com/content/astraz/media-centre/press-releases/2021/astrazeneca-360m-irish-manufacturing-investment.html
https://www.astrazeneca.com/content/astraz/media-centre/press-releases/2021/astrazeneca-360m-irish-manufacturing-investment.html
https://www.biocubafarma.cu/noticias/noticias.php?TOp=2
https://www.biocubafarma.cu/noticias/noticia-post.php?id=555
https://www.biocubafarma.cu/noticias/noticia-post.php?id=555


 
 

[Mambisa: Anti-covid-19 vaccine candidate for nasal administration demonstrates safety and 
immunogenicity and advances in clinical trials] 
 
19 de Enero, 2022 
Avanza investigación con el candidato vacunal Mambisa  
BioCubaFarma  
[Research advances with the vaccine candidate Mambisa] 
 
19 de Enero, 2022  
Más de cuatro millones de cubanos han recibido dosis de refuerzo contra la COVID-19.  
BioCubaFarma  
[More than four million Cubans have received booster doses against COVID-19.’ 
 
CanSinoBIO 
News - [Website not responding at inquiry]   
 
Clover Biopharmaceuticals - China 
News   
Clover’s Final SPECTRA Phase 2/3 Clinical Trial Efficacy Data Is Published in The Lancet 
[COVID-19 vaccine candidate, SCB-2019] 
January 20, 2022  
 
Curevac  [Bayer Ag – Germany] 
News  
January 17, 2022 
CureVac Chief Technology Officer to Pursue New Career outside Biotech Industry 
 
Gamaleya National Center 
Latest News and Events - No new digest announcements identified  [See Russia/RFID below] 
 
IMBCAMS, China 
Home  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Janssen/JNJ 
Press Releases   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Moderna 
Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Novavax 
Press Releases  
Australia Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA) Grants Provisional Registration for 
Novavax COVID-19 Vaccine 
Jan 19, 2022 
 
Pfizer 
Recent Press Releases   
01.18.2022  

https://www.biocubafarma.cu/noticias/noticia-post.php?id=552
https://www.biocubafarma.cu/noticias/noticia-post.php?id=549
https://www.biocubafarma.cu/noticias/noticia-post.php?id=549
http://116.255.206.169:8080/html/1/179/180/index.html
https://www.cloverbiopharma.com/news.html
https://ir.cloverbiopharma.com/news-releases/news-release-details/clovers-final-spectra-phase-23-clinical-trial-efficacy-data
https://www.curevac.com/en/newsroom/news/
https://www.curevac.com/en/2022/01/17/curevac-chief-technology-officer-to-pursue-new-career-outside-biotech-industry/
https://gamaleya.org/en/news/poslednie-novosti-i-sobytiya/
https://www.imbcams.ac.cn/Category_2142/Index.aspx
https://www.janssen.com/news
https://investors.modernatx.com/news-releases
https://ir.novavax.com/press-releases
https://ir.novavax.com/2022-01-19-Australia-Therapeutic-Goods-Administration-TGA-Grants-Provisional-Registration-for-Novavax-COVID-19-Vaccine
https://ir.novavax.com/2022-01-19-Australia-Therapeutic-Goods-Administration-TGA-Grants-Provisional-Registration-for-Novavax-COVID-19-Vaccine
https://www.pfizer.com/news


 
 

Pfizer Shares In Vitro Efficacy of Novel COVID-19 Oral Treatment Against Omicron Variant 
   NEW YORK, January 18, 2022 -- Pfizer Inc. (NYSE: PFE) today shared results from multiple studies 
demonstrating that the in vitro efficacy of nirmatrelvir, the active main protease (Mpro) inhibitor of 
PAXLOVID™ (nirmatrelvir [PF-07321332] tablets and ritonavir tablets), is maintained against the SARS-
CoV-2 variant Omicron. Taken together, these in vitro studies suggest that PAXLOVID has the potential 
to maintain plasma concentrations many-fold times higher than the amount required to prevent 
Omicron from replicating in cells... 
 
Sanofi Pasteur 
Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Serum Institute of India 
NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Sinopharm/WIBPBIBP 
News  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Sinovac 
Press Releases   
Collaboration in Africa, COVID-19 prevention and control working together with SINOVAC  
2022/01/20  Event 
 

Vector State Research Centre of Viralogy and Biotechnology 
Home   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Zhifei Longcom, China 
[Anhui Zhifei Longcom Biologic Pharmacy Co., Ltd.] 

[No website identified] 
 
::::::  
 
GSK 
Press releases for media   
19 January 2022 Tony Wood appointed Chief Scientific Officer designate, GSK  
:: Tony Wood to assume full accountability for GSK R&D in August 2022 
:: Hal Barron to transition in August 2022 from CSO to a GSK Non-Executive Director with additional 
responsibilities to support R&D 
 
Merck 
News releases   
January 18, 2022   
Merck and Ridgeback Announce Supply Agreement with UNICEF for Molnupiravir, an 
Investigational Oral Antiviral COVID-19 Medicine 
 
Novartis 
News  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
SK Biosciences 

https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/pfizer-shares-vitro-efficacy-novel-covid-19-oral-treatment
https://www.sanofi.com/en/media-room/press-releases/2021
https://www.seruminstitute.com/
http://www.sinopharm.com/en/g1363/m4173.aspx
http://www.sinovac.com/news/news.php?class2=154&lang=en
http://www.sinovac.com/news/shownews.php?id=1375&lang=en
http://www.istc.int/en/institute/10150
https://www.gsk.com/en-gb/media/
https://www.gsk.com/en-gb/media/press-releases/tony-wood-appointed-chief-scientific-officer-designate-gsk/
https://www.merck.com/media/news/
https://www.merck.com/news/merck-and-ridgeback-announce-supply-agreement-with-unicef-for-molnupiravir-an-investigational-oral-antiviral-covid-19-medicine/
https://www.merck.com/news/merck-and-ridgeback-announce-supply-agreement-with-unicef-for-molnupiravir-an-investigational-oral-antiviral-covid-19-medicine/
https://www.merck.com/news/merck-and-ridgeback-announce-supply-agreement-with-unicef-for-molnupiravir-an-investigational-oral-antiviral-covid-19-medicine/
https://www.merck.com/news/merck-and-ridgeback-announce-supply-agreement-with-unicef-for-molnupiravir-an-investigational-oral-antiviral-covid-19-medicine/
https://www.merck.com/news/merck-and-ridgeback-announce-supply-agreement-with-unicef-for-molnupiravir-an-investigational-oral-antiviral-covid-19-medicine/
https://www.merck.com/news/merck-and-ridgeback-announce-supply-agreement-with-unicef-for-molnupiravir-an-investigational-oral-antiviral-covid-19-medicine/
https://www.novartis.com/news/news-archive?type=media_release


 
 

Press releases  
SK bioscience Complete Recruitment for Phase III Clinical Trial of COVID-19 Vaccine 
Recruitment of global Phase III clinical trial of ‘GBP510’ completed, with vaccine expected to be au...  
2022. 01. 18 
 
Valneva 
Press Releases    
January 19, 2022  
Valneva’s Inactivated COVID-19 Vaccine Candidate Shown to Neutralize Omicron Variant 
:: Preliminary laboratory studies demonstrate that three doses of Valneva’s inactivated COVID-19 
vaccine candidate VLA2001 induced neutralization of the Omicron variant (B.1.1.529 lineage)  
:: 100% of tested serum samples presented neutralizing antibodies against the ancestral virus and 
Delta variant, and 87% against the Omicron variant 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UNICEF COVID-19 Vaccine Market Dashboard :: Agreements Table Accessed 22 Jan 2022 
An overview of information collected from publicly announced bilateral and multilateral supply 
agreements [no new agreements since 10/22/2021 reported] 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.skbioscience.co.kr/en/news/news_01
https://www.skbioscience.co.kr/en/news/news_01_01?mode=view&id=108&
https://valneva.com/media/
https://valneva.com/press-release/valnevas-inactivated-covid-19-vaccine-candidate-shown-to-neutralize-omicron-variant/
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiNmE0YjZiNzUtZjk2OS00ZTg4LThlMzMtNTRhNzE0NzA4YmZlIiwidCI6Ijc3NDEwMTk1LTE0ZTEtNGZiOC05MDRiLWFiMTg5MjAyMzY2NyIsImMiOjh9&pageName=ReportSectiona329b3eafd86059a947b


 
 

::::::  
:::::: 
 
COVID-19 Global Targets and Progress Tracker - IMF 
   The COVID-19 Global Targets and Progress Tracker presents a consolidated view of the progress 
towards global COVID-19 targets, barriers in access to COVID-19 tools, and delivery of donor pledges. 
The global targets presented in the Tracker are based on an alignment of the targets identified in the 
IMF Pandemic Proposal, ACT-A Strategic Plan & Budget, and the US-hosted Global C19 Summit, and as 
such have been reaffirmed by multilateral institutions and global leaders. We will continue to enhance 
the tracker as we improve our data collection efforts. 
 

 
 

::::::  
:::::: 

 
Global COVID-19 Access Tracker 
https://www.covid19globaltracker.org/ 
 

https://www.imf.org/en/Topics/imf-and-covid19/COVID-19-Global-Targets-and-Progress-Tracker
https://www.covid19globaltracker.org/


 
 

 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Global Dashboard on COVID-19 Vaccine Equity 
The Dashboard is a joint initiative of UNDP, WHO and the University of Oxford with cooperation across 
the UN system, anchored in the SDG 3 Global Action Plan for Healthy Lives and Well-being for All. 
 
Dashboard on Vaccine Equity [accessed 22 Jan 2022]: https://data.undp.org/vaccine-equity/ 
See also visualization on Vaccine Access and Vaccine Affordability 

  
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Duke – Launch and Scale Speedometer 
The Race for Global COVID-19 Vaccine Equity 
   A flurry of nearly 200 COVID-19 vaccine candidates are moving forward through the development 
and clinical trials processes at unprecedented speed; more than ten candidates are already in Phase 3 
large-scale trials and several have received emergency or limited authorization. Our team has 
aggregated and analyzed publicly available data to track the flow of procurement and manufacturing 
and better understand global equity challenges. We developed a data framework of relevant variables 

https://data.undp.org/vaccine-equity/
https://data.undp.org/vaccine-equity/accessibility/
https://data.undp.org/vaccine-equity/affordability/
https://launchandscalefaster.org/COVID-19


 
 

and conducted desk research of publicly available information to identify COVID vaccine candidates and 
status, deals and ongoing negotiations for procurement and manufacturing, COVID burden by country, 
and allocation and distribution plans. We have also conducted interviews with public officials in key 
countries to better understand the context and challenges facing vaccine allocation and distribution 
[accessed 24 July 2021] 
See our COVID Vaccine Purchases research 
See our COVID Vaccine Manufacturing research 
See our COVID Vaccine Donations & Exports research 

 

 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
COVID Vaccines – OCHA:: HDX 
 
COVID-19 Data Explorer: Global Humanitarian Operations 
COVID-19 Vaccine Roll-out 
22 Jan 2022 | COVAX (WHO,GAVI,CEPI), UNDESA, Press Reports | DATA 
Global COVID-19 Figures:  340M total confirmed cases;  5.6M total confirmed deaths 
Global vaccines administered: 9.79B   

https://launchandscalefaster.org/covid-19/vaccinepurchases
https://launchandscalefaster.org/covid-19/vaccinemanufacturing
https://launchandscalefaster.org/covid-19/vaccinedonations
https://data.humdata.org/visualization/covid19-humanitarian-operations/?layer=covid-19_vaccine_roll-out
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/covid-19-vaccine-doses-in-hrp-countries


 
 

Number of Countries: 30   
COVAX Allocations Round 4-9 (Number of Doses): 220M   
COVAX Delivered (Number of Doses): 280M   
Other Delivered (Number of Doses): 340M   
Total Delivered (Number of Doses): 620M   
Total Administered (Number of Doses): 470M 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Multilateral Leaders Task Force on COVID-19 [IMF, World Bank Group, WHO, WTO] 
https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data 
   A global effort to help developing countries access and deliver COVID-19 vaccines, testing, and 
therapeutics, as they work to end the pandemic and boost economic recovery.  
   The International Monetary Fund, World Bank Group, World Health Organization and World Trade 
Organization have joined forces to accelerate access to COVID-19 vaccines, therapeutics and 
diagnostics by leveraging multilateral finance and trade solutions, particularly in low- and middle-
income countries.  
    Website accessed 22 Jan 2022: https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data  The global view below is 
complemented by country-specific dashboards here. 
 

 
 

::::::  
:::::: 
 
Our World in Data 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Vaccinations   [Accessed 22 Jan 2022] 
:: 60.4% of the world population has received at least one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine. 
:: 9.85 billion doses have been administered globally, and 29.23 million are now administered each 
day.  
:: Only 9.5% of people in low-income countries have received at least one dose. 
 

https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data
https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data
https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data/countries
https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations
https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations#what-share-of-the-population-has-received-at-least-one-dose-of-the-covid-19-vaccine
https://ourworldindata.org/explorers/coronavirus-data-explorer?zoomToSelection=true&pickerSort=asc&pickerMetric=location&Interval=Cumulative&Relative+to+Population=false&Align+outbreaks=false&country=~OWID_WRL&Metric=Vaccine+doses
https://ourworldindata.org/explorers/coronavirus-data-explorer?zoomToSelection=true&pickerSort=asc&pickerMetric=location&Interval=7-day+rolling+average&Relative+to+Population=false&Align+outbreaks=false&country=~OWID_WRL&Metric=Vaccine+doses
https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/share-people-vaccinated-covid?country=High+income~Upper+middle+income~Lower+middle+income~Low+income


 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 
 

:::::: 
:::::: 
 
U.S.: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 
HHS 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
FDA 
Press Announcements 
January 21, 2022 - FDA Takes Actions to Expand Use of Treatment for Outpatients with Mild-to-
Moderate COVID-19 
   Today, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration took two actions to expand the use of the antiviral 
drug Veklury (remdesivir) to certain non-hospitalized adults and pediatric patients for the treatment of 
mild-to-moderate COVID-19 disease. This provides another treatment option to reduce the risk of 
hospitalization in high-risk patients. Previously, the use of Veklury was limited to patients requiring 
hospitalization.// 
 
Vaccines and Related Biological Products Advisory Committee- FDA  
https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/blood-vaccines-and-other-biologics/vaccines-and-related-
biological-products-advisory-committee 
No meetings on calendar 
 
:::::: 
 
White House [U.S.] 
Briefing Room – Selected Major COVID Announcements 
Press Briefing by White House COVID-⁠19 Response Team and Public Health Officials  
January 21, 2022   Press Briefings  
 
U.S. Department of State 
https://www.state.gov/coronavirus/releases/ 
Media Notes 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Europe: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 
European Medicines Agency 
News & Press Releases     
News: International regulators’ recommendations on COVID-19 vaccines and the Omicron 
variant (new)  
Last updated: 21/01/2022  
[See Perspectives above for detail] 
 

https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/index.html
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/fda-newsroom/press-announcements
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-takes-actions-expand-use-treatment-outpatients-mild-moderate-covid-19
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-takes-actions-expand-use-treatment-outpatients-mild-moderate-covid-19
https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/blood-vaccines-and-other-biologics/vaccines-and-related-biological-products-advisory-committee
https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/blood-vaccines-and-other-biologics/vaccines-and-related-biological-products-advisory-committee
https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/advisory-committee-calendar
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/press-briefings/2022/01/21/press-briefing-by-white-house-covid-19-response-team-and-public-health-officials-79/
https://www.state.gov/coronavirus/releases/
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/search/search/ema_editorial_content/ema_news?sort=field_ema_computed_date_field&order=desc
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/international-regulators-recommendations-covid-19-vaccines-omicron-variant
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/international-regulators-recommendations-covid-19-vaccines-omicron-variant
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/international-regulators-recommendations-covid-19-vaccines-omicron-variant
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/international-regulators-recommendations-covid-19-vaccines-omicron-variant
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/international-regulators-recommendations-covid-19-vaccines-omicron-variant


 
 

News: International regulators’ recommendations on COVID-19 vaccines and the Omicron 
variant (new)  
Last updated: 21/01/2022  
 
:::::: 
 
European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control  
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en 
Latest Updates 
Publication 
Communicable disease threats report, 16-22 January 2022, week 3  
Publication - 21 Jan 2022  
 
News 
Weekly epidemiological update: Omicron variant of concern (VOC) – week 2 (data as of 20 
January 2022) EU/EEA  
Epidemiological update - 21 Jan 2022  
 
Publication 
Interim analysis of COVID-19 vaccine effectiveness against Severe Acute Respiratory 
Infection due to laboratory-confirmed SARS-CoV-2 among individuals aged 50 years and 
older, ECDC multi-country study – first update  
 
Technical report - 20 Jan 2022  
 
:::::: 
 

 

 
Accessed 22 Jan 2022 

https://vaccinetracker.ecdc.europa.eu/public/extensions/COVID-19/vaccine-tracker.html#uptake-tab 
 

:::::: 
 

https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/international-regulators-recommendations-covid-19-vaccines-omicron-variant
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/international-regulators-recommendations-covid-19-vaccines-omicron-variant
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/international-regulators-recommendations-covid-19-vaccines-omicron-variant
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/international-regulators-recommendations-covid-19-vaccines-omicron-variant
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/weekly-epidemiological-update-omicron-variant-concern-voc-week-2-data-20-january-2022
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/weekly-epidemiological-update-omicron-variant-concern-voc-week-2-data-20-january-2022
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/weekly-epidemiological-update-omicron-variant-concern-voc-week-2-data-20-january-2022
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/weekly-epidemiological-update-omicron-variant-concern-voc-week-2-data-20-january-2022
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/interim-analysis-covid-19-vaccine-effectiveness-against-severe-acute-respiratory
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/interim-analysis-covid-19-vaccine-effectiveness-against-severe-acute-respiratory
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/interim-analysis-covid-19-vaccine-effectiveness-against-severe-acute-respiratory
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/interim-analysis-covid-19-vaccine-effectiveness-against-severe-acute-respiratory
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/interim-analysis-covid-19-vaccine-effectiveness-against-severe-acute-respiratory
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/interim-analysis-covid-19-vaccine-effectiveness-against-severe-acute-respiratory
https://vaccinetracker.ecdc.europa.eu/public/extensions/COVID-19/vaccine-tracker.html#uptake-tab


 
 

European Commission  
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/home/en  
Press release  19 January 2022 
New Pact on Migration and Asylum: new mandate, new start for the European Union 
Agency for Asylum  
   Today, the new European Union Agency for Asylum starts work with its reinforced mandate, building 
on the achievements of its predecessor, the European Asylum Support Office 
 
Press release  19 January 2022 
EU Cohesion policy: Almost €385.5 million from the EU Solidarity Fund to 19 countries to 
tackle the coronavirus health emergency 
   The Commission completed the payments of the EU Solidarity Fund (EUSF) assistance to tackle the 
coronavirus health emergency to 19 countries for a total amount of almost €385.5 million. 
 
Press release  18 January 2022 
Afghanistan: EU supports the education, health and livelihoods of the Afghan people with 
€268.3 million  
   In the major humanitarian crisis Afghanistan is facing, the EU has launched projects worth €268.3 
million, stepping up vital support to the Afghan population. 
 
Press release   17 January 2022 
EU at forefront of global humanitarian response: €1.5 billion for 2022 
   Humanitarian crises around the world continue to rise. While conflicts and violence are the source of 
major humanitarian needs, the situation is increasingly being worsened by natural disasters, such as 
drought or floods, fuelled by climate change and environmental degradation. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Africa: COVID-19 – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 

 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/home/en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_414
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_414
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_395
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_395
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_382
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_382
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_363


 
 

 
 

Accessed 22 Jan 2022. Full scale, interactive dashboard available at:  
https://africacdc.org/covid-19-vaccination/ 

 
::::::   
:::::: 
 
Russia: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 
Russia: Sputnik V – “the first registered COVID-19 vaccine”   
https://sputnikvaccine.com/newsroom/pressreleases/ 
Press Releases 
Sputnik V demonstrates strong protection against Omicron variant, with over 2 times 
higher virus neutralizing activity compared to the Pfizer vaccine according to a unique 
independent comparative study conducted by the Spallanzani Institute in Italy  
Press release, 20.01.2022  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
India: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 
https://www.mohfw.gov.in/ 

 

 
 
Revised Comprehensive Guidelines for Management of COVID-19 in Children and 
Adolescents (below 18 years)  
20.01.2022 
 
Government of India – Press Information Bureau 
Latest Press Releases 
COVID - 19 Vaccination Update - Day 372  
:: India’s cumulative vaccination coverage crosses 161.81 crore 
:: More than 61 lakh Vaccine doses administered today till 7 pm  

https://africacdc.org/covid-19-vaccination/
https://sputnikvaccine.com/newsroom/pressreleases/
https://sputnikvaccine.com/newsroom/pressreleases/sputnik-v-demonstrates-strong-protection-against-omicron-variant-with-over-2-times-higher-virus-neut/
https://sputnikvaccine.com/newsroom/pressreleases/sputnik-v-demonstrates-strong-protection-against-omicron-variant-with-over-2-times-higher-virus-neut/
https://sputnikvaccine.com/newsroom/pressreleases/sputnik-v-demonstrates-strong-protection-against-omicron-variant-with-over-2-times-higher-virus-neut/
https://www.mohfw.gov.in/
https://www.mohfw.gov.in/pdf/RevisedComprehensiveGuidelinesforManagementofCOVID19inChildrenandAdolescentsbelow18years.pdf#_blank
https://www.mohfw.gov.in/pdf/RevisedComprehensiveGuidelinesforManagementofCOVID19inChildrenandAdolescentsbelow18years.pdf#_blank
https://pib.gov.in/indexm.aspx
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetailm.aspx?PRID=1791832
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Indian Council for Medical Research (ICMR)  
https://www.icmr.gov.in/media.html  
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 

::::::  
:::::: 
 
China: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 
Over 2.95b COVID-19 vaccine doses administered on Chinese mainland 
2022-01-21 
   More than 2.95 billion COVID-19 vaccine doses had been administered on the Chinese mainland as of 
Wednesday, data from the National Health Commission showed Thursday. 
 
Beijing confirms 5 cases, tightens virus measures 
2022-01-21 
   Beijing is facing a severe and complicated COVID-19 epidemic control and prevention situation as an 
increasing number of cases have occurred in several districts this week, a senior official said on 
Thursday. 
   Beijing reported five new confirmed locally transmitted COVID-19 cases on Thursday, including three 
who had reported positive nucleic acid tests on Wednesday. 
   Following that test, a further test confirmed viral infections, bringing the total number of positive and 
confirmed cases in the latest outbreaks to 11. 
   All of the new patients work in the cold chain industry. The Delta variant of the novel coronavirus 
was detected in samples collected from those cases. 
   "The whole genome sequencing of one of the new cases is in accord with a previous case reported 
on Tuesday, which means they are in the same transmission chain," Pang Xinghuo, deputy director of 
the Beijing Center for Disease Control and Prevention, said at a news conference… 
 
China adopts faster mass testing for COVID-19 
2022-01-20 
   BEIJING — Chinese health authorities have adopted faster-pooled tests for the coronavirus that allow 
professional labs to process 20 samples at a time. 
   The updated testing techniques, based on the current practice of putting five or 10 swab samples 
together and testing as one, are aimed at sharply boosting the efficiency of virus testing, said the State 
Council inter-agency task force for COVID-19 response. 
   The new testing approach will be introduced across the country while ensuring quality results, it 
said… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 

Emergencies 
 

https://www.icmr.gov.in/media.html
http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/2022-01/21/c_700811.htm
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/2022-01/21/c_85686.htm
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/2022-01/20/c_85673.htm


 
 

POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
https://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/ 
 
Polio this week as of 19 January 2022 
:: …WHO Executive Board…The Secretariat has prepared two reports, which will inform Member State 
discussions, namely on polio eradication, and on polio transition planning and post-certification. 
:: On polio eradication, the report provides an update on work towards Goals 1 and 2 of the Polio 
Eradication Strategy 2022–2026.  On transition and post-certification, the report provides an update on 
the implementation of the Strategic Action Plan on Polio Transition (2018-2023) within the context of 
COVID-19. 
 
Summary of new WPV and cVDPV viruses this week (AFP cases and ES positives):  
–  Cote d’Ivoire:  two cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
– Nigeria:  three cVDPV2 cases and 11 cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
 
:::::: 
 
Afghanistan conducts first polio vaccination campaign in 2022    
Kabul, 17 January 2022 – The first national polio immunization campaign for 2022 begins this week, 
17-20 January 2022, targeting 9.9 million children aged 0–59 months across the country. 
 
The recent campaign in November 2021 delivered polio vaccinations to 8.5 million children under the 
age of 5 while the December campaign vaccinated more than 8 million children. In total, 2.6 million 
children have now been vaccinated for the first time in more than 3 years. 
 
2021 was the year with the lowest ever polio transmission in Afghanistan, providing an unprecedented 
opportunity to interrupt transmission of wild poliovirus and achieve eradication. Four cases of wild 
poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) were reported: the first, in Ghazni province in January, and 3 in Kunduz 
province in October and November. 
 
In response to the detection of 3 cases of WPV1 in Kunduz earlier this month, the polio programme 
also conducted a third case response campaign in 7 provinces in order to stop the outbreak and protect 
children from the crippling but preventable disease. 
 
“As we begin 2022, we have our best opportunity yet to end polio in Afghanistan,” said Dr Dapeng Luo, 
WHO Representative in Afghanistan. “To reach that goal, we have 5 more campaigns planned for 2022 
and it is critical that we maintain this momentum to reach our final goal of zero cases.” … 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Disease Outbreak News (DONs)  
 
:: Hepatitis E virus - Chad  17 January 2022  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 

https://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
https://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB150/B150_21-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB150/B150_22-en.pdf
http://www.emro.who.int/afg/afghanistan-news/first-polio-vaccination-campaign-for-2022-under-way.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/disease-outbreak-news
https://www.who.int/emergencies/disease-outbreak-news/item/hepatitis-e-virus---chad


 
 

 
WHO/OCHA Emergencies 
 
Health emergencies list - WHO 
“The health emergencies list details the disease outbreaks, disasters and humanitarian crises where 
WHO plays an essential role in supporting countries to respond to and recover from emergencies with 
public health consequences.” 
Afghanistan crisis  
::  First polio vaccination campaign for 2022 under way  17 January 2022  
 
Crisis in Northern Ethiopia   [Last apparent update: 1 June 2021] 
 
Ebola outbreak, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 2021  [Last apparent update: 17 Aug 2021] 
 
Ebola outbreak outbreak, N'Zerekore, Guinea, 2021  [Last apparent update: 17 Aug 2021] 
 
Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic  [See COVID above] 
 
Ebola outbreak, Equateur Province, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 2020  
[Last apparent update: 17 Aug 2021] 
 
Ebola outbreak, North Kivu, Ituri, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 2018 – 2020   
[Last apparent update: 17 Aug 2021] 
 
Ebola outbreak, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 2018  [Last apparent update: 24 July 2018] 
 
Yemen crisis  [Last apparent update: 12 February 2021] 
 
Syria crisis  [Last apparent update: 18 June 2021] 
 
Somalia crisis   [Last apparent update: 24 March 2018] 
 
Nigeria crisis   [Last apparent update: 1 Oct 2021] 
 
Ebola outbreak, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 2017     [Last apparent update: 17 Aug 
2021] 
 
Zika virus disease outbreak, 2015-2016  [Last apparent update: 24 Jan 2020] 
 
Ebola outbreak: West Africa, 2014-2016  [Last apparent update: 17 Aug 2021] 
 
Iraq crisis   [Last apparent update: 9 Jan 2008] 
 
South Sudan crisis  [Last apparent update: 23 Sep 2020] 
 
Avian influenza A (H7N9) virus outbreak   [Last apparent update: 13 September 2021] 
 
Middle East respiratory syndrome (MERS-CoV) outbreak  [Last apparent update: 8 July 2019] 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/afghanistan-crisis
http://www.emro.who.int/afg/afghanistan-news/first-polio-vaccination-campaign-for-2022-under-way.html
http://www.emro.who.int/afg/afghanistan-news/first-polio-vaccination-campaign-for-2022-under-way.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/crisis-in-tigray-ethiopia
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/ebola-2021-north-kivu
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/ebola-2021-north-kivu
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/ebola-2021-nzerekore-guinea
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/ebola-2021-nzerekore-guinea
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/ebola-health-update---équateur-province-democratic-republic-of-the-congo-2020
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/ebola-health-update---équateur-province-democratic-republic-of-the-congo-2020
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/Ebola-2019-drc-
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/Ebola-2019-drc-
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/Ebola-2018-drc
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/Ebola-2018-drc
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/yemen-crisis
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/yemen-crisis
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/syria-crisis
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/syria-crisis
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/somalia-crisis
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/somalia-crisis
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/nigeria-crisis
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/ebola-outbreak-2017---drc
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/ebola-outbreak-2017---drc
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/zika-virus-outbreak
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/zika-virus-outbreak
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/ebola-outbreak-2014-2016-West-Africa
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/ebola-outbreak-2014-2016-West-Africa
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/iraq-crisis
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/iraq-crisis
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/south-sudan-crisis
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/south-sudan-crisis
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/avian-influenza-a-(h7n9)-virus-outbreak
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/middle-east-respiratory-syndrome-outbreak
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/middle-east-respiratory-syndrome-outbreak


 
 

 
Influenza A (H1N1) virus, 2009-2010 pandemic  [Last apparent update: 10 Aug 2010] 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Current Emergencies 
Current Corporate Emergencies 
Afghanistan 
 Earthquake in Badghis Province, Afghanistan - Flash Update No. 2 (As of 21 January 2022, 
12:00 local time (Kabul) 
 
Northern Ethiopia 
Ethiopia - Northern Ethiopia Humanitarian Update Situation Report, 20 January 2022 
   …More than 145,000 children received measles vaccination in Tigray so far, but the campaign faces 
challenges including lack of fuel, cash, and cold chain capacity… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 22 Jan 2022]  
https://www.who.int/ 
Selected News, Statements 
20 January 2022  
News release 
WHO publishes new global data on the use of clean and polluting fuels for cooking by fuel 
type 
 
20 January 2022  
Departmental news 
U.S. EPA and WHO partner to protect public health 
 
20 January 2022  
Departmental news 
Planning and budgeting tool for TB and drug-resistant TB testing 
 
20 January 2022  
Departmental news 
WHO summary of Baseline report for UN Decade of Healthy Ageing is now available in all 
official UN languages 
 
19 January 2022  
Statement 
Statement on the tenth meeting of the International Health Regulations (2005) 
Emergency Committee regarding the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic 
 
19 January 2022  
Departmental news 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/influenza-a-(h1n1)-outbreak
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/influenza-a-(h1n1)-outbreak
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://reliefweb.int/node/3810310
https://reliefweb.int/node/3810310
https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/ethiopia-northern-ethiopia-humanitarian-update-situation-report-20-january-2022
https://www.who.int/
https://www.who.int/news/item/20-01-2022-who-publishes-new-global-data-on-the-use-of-clean-and-polluting-fuels-for-cooking-by-fuel-type
https://www.who.int/news/item/20-01-2022-who-publishes-new-global-data-on-the-use-of-clean-and-polluting-fuels-for-cooking-by-fuel-type
https://www.who.int/news/item/20-01-2022-who-publishes-new-global-data-on-the-use-of-clean-and-polluting-fuels-for-cooking-by-fuel-type
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https://www.who.int/news/item/20-01-2022-who-publishes-new-global-data-on-the-use-of-clean-and-polluting-fuels-for-cooking-by-fuel-type
https://www.who.int/news/item/20-01-2022-u.s.-epa-and-world-health-organization-partner-to-protect-public-health
https://www.who.int/news/item/20-01-2022-u.s.-epa-and-world-health-organization-partner-to-protect-public-health
https://www.who.int/news/item/20-01-2022-u.s.-epa-and-world-health-organization-partner-to-protect-public-health
https://www.who.int/news/item/20-01-2022-u.s.-epa-and-world-health-organization-partner-to-protect-public-health
https://www.who.int/news/item/20-01-2022-planning-and-budgeting-tool-for-tb-and-drug-resistant-tb-testing
https://www.who.int/news/item/20-01-2022-planning-and-budgeting-tool-for-tb-and-drug-resistant-tb-testing
https://www.who.int/news/item/20-01-2022-planning-and-budgeting-tool-for-tb-and-drug-resistant-tb-testing
https://www.who.int/news/item/20-01-2022-planning-and-budgeting-tool-for-tb-and-drug-resistant-tb-testing
https://www.who.int/news/item/20-01-2022-who-summary-of-baseline-report-for-un-decade-of-healthy-ageing-is-now-available-in-all-official-un-languages
https://www.who.int/news/item/20-01-2022-who-summary-of-baseline-report-for-un-decade-of-healthy-ageing-is-now-available-in-all-official-un-languages
https://www.who.int/news/item/20-01-2022-who-summary-of-baseline-report-for-un-decade-of-healthy-ageing-is-now-available-in-all-official-un-languages
https://www.who.int/news/item/20-01-2022-who-summary-of-baseline-report-for-un-decade-of-healthy-ageing-is-now-available-in-all-official-un-languages
https://www.who.int/news/item/20-01-2022-who-summary-of-baseline-report-for-un-decade-of-healthy-ageing-is-now-available-in-all-official-un-languages
https://www.who.int/news/item/20-01-2022-who-summary-of-baseline-report-for-un-decade-of-healthy-ageing-is-now-available-in-all-official-un-languages
https://www.who.int/news/item/19-01-2022-statement-on-the-tenth-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-coronavirus-disease-(covid-19)-pandemic
https://www.who.int/news/item/19-01-2022-statement-on-the-tenth-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-coronavirus-disease-(covid-19)-pandemic
https://www.who.int/news/item/19-01-2022-statement-on-the-tenth-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-coronavirus-disease-(covid-19)-pandemic
https://www.who.int/news/item/19-01-2022-statement-on-the-tenth-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-coronavirus-disease-(covid-19)-pandemic
https://www.who.int/news/item/19-01-2022-statement-on-the-tenth-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-coronavirus-disease-(covid-19)-pandemic
https://www.who.int/news/item/19-01-2022-statement-on-the-tenth-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-coronavirus-disease-(covid-19)-pandemic
https://www.who.int/news/item/19-01-2022-who-announces-the-update-of-the-guidelines-on-cryptococcal-disease-in-hiv-infected-adults
https://www.who.int/news/item/19-01-2022-who-announces-the-update-of-the-guidelines-on-cryptococcal-disease-in-hiv-infected-adults
https://www.who.int/news/item/19-01-2022-who-announces-the-update-of-the-guidelines-on-cryptococcal-disease-in-hiv-infected-adults


 
 

WHO announces the update of the guidelines on the diagnosis, prevention and 
management of cryptococcal disease in HIV-infected adults 
 
18 January 2022  
Departmental news 
First WHO report highlights efforts to improving health and well-being of adolescents 
worldwide 
 
16 January 2022  
News release 
COVAX delivers its 1 billionth COVID-19 vaccine dose 
 
::::::   
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO      
:: Cases drop for first time as Africa’s fourth COVID-19 wave ebbs   20 January 2022  
   Brazzaville – Weekly COVID-19 cases in Africa have dropped significantly and deaths dipped for the 
first time since the peak of the fourth pandemic wave propelled by the Omicron variant. The decline 
nudges the continent past its shortest upsurge yet that lasted 56 days. 
   Newly reported cases fell by 20% in the week to 16 January, while deaths dropped by 8%. The 
decrease in deaths is still small and further monitoring is needed, but if the trend continues the surge 
in deaths will also be the shortest reported so far during this pandemic… 
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
:: PAHO calls for countries to prioritize rapid tests for those with COVID-19 symptoms  19 Jan 2022 
    As infections surge, testing should be expanded to alleviate pressure on hospitals. Those without 
symptoms should quarantine and follow public health measures. Washington D.C. 19 January 2022 
(PAHO) – With COVID-19 surging throughout the Americas and demand for diagnostics higher than 
ever, the Pan American Health Organization Director Carissa F… 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
No new digest content identified 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: Two years of COVID-19: What it takes to run an emergency response across 53 countries 21-01-
2022  
:: Noncommunicable diseases in 53 countries: WHO/Europe presents new visual data tool 20-01-2022  
:: The Omicron variant: sorting fact from myth 19-01-2022 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: Volunteering for the fight against malaria in Yemen   17 January 2022 
:: Afghanistan conducts first polio vaccination campaign in 2022   17 January 2022 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
::   18 January 2022  News release  WHO supports whole-of-UN response to volcanic eruption and 
tsunami in Tonga 

https://www.who.int/news/item/19-01-2022-who-announces-the-update-of-the-guidelines-on-cryptococcal-disease-in-hiv-infected-adults
https://www.who.int/news/item/19-01-2022-who-announces-the-update-of-the-guidelines-on-cryptococcal-disease-in-hiv-infected-adults
https://www.who.int/news/item/18-01-2022-first-who-report-highlights-efforts-to-improving-health-and-well-being-of-adolescents-worldwide
https://www.who.int/news/item/18-01-2022-first-who-report-highlights-efforts-to-improving-health-and-well-being-of-adolescents-worldwide
https://www.who.int/news/item/18-01-2022-first-who-report-highlights-efforts-to-improving-health-and-well-being-of-adolescents-worldwide
https://www.who.int/news/item/18-01-2022-first-who-report-highlights-efforts-to-improving-health-and-well-being-of-adolescents-worldwide
https://www.who.int/news/item/18-01-2022-first-who-report-highlights-efforts-to-improving-health-and-well-being-of-adolescents-worldwide
https://www.who.int/news/item/18-01-2022-first-who-report-highlights-efforts-to-improving-health-and-well-being-of-adolescents-worldwide
https://www.who.int/news/item/16-01-2022-covax-delivers-its-1-billionth-covid-19-vaccine-dose
https://www.who.int/news/item/16-01-2022-covax-delivers-its-1-billionth-covid-19-vaccine-dose
https://www.who.int/news/item/16-01-2022-covax-delivers-its-1-billionth-covid-19-vaccine-dose
https://www.who.int/news/item/16-01-2022-covax-delivers-its-1-billionth-covid-19-vaccine-dose
http://www.afro.who.int/
https://www.afro.who.int/news/cases-drop-first-time-africas-fourth-covid-19-wave-ebbs
https://www.paho.org/en/news/news-releases
https://www.paho.org/en/news/19-1-2022-paho-calls-countries-prioritize-rapid-tests-those-covid-19-symptoms
http://www.searo.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/
https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-emergencies/pages/news/news/2022/01/two-years-of-covid-19-what-it-takes-to-run-an-emergency-response-across-53-countries
https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/noncommunicable-diseases/pages/who-european-office-for-the-prevention-and-control-of-noncommunicable-diseases-ncd-office/news/news/2022/01/noncommunicable-diseases-in-53-countries-whoeurope-presents-new-visual-data-tool2
https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-emergencies/pages/news/news/2022/01/the-omicron-variant-sorting-fact-from-myth
http://www.emro.who.int/
https://express.adobe.com/page/cb7w7kFSzIxgZ/
http://www.emro.who.int/afg/afghanistan-news/first-polio-vaccination-campaign-for-2022-under-way.html
https://www.who.int/westernpacific
https://www.who.int/westernpacific/about/how-we-work/pacific-support/news/detail/18-01-2022-who-supports-whole-of-un-response-to-volcanic-eruption-and-tsunami-in-tonga
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:::::: 
 
WHO Events   
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/2 
[Selected] 
150th session of the Executive Board 
24 – 29 January 2022  
Virtual event 
 
World NTD Day 2022: Achieving health equity to end the neglect of poverty-related 
diseases 
26 January 2022 14:00 – 15:00 CET  
 
WHO consultation on COVID vaccines research: Why do we need a pan-sarbecovirus 
vaccine? 
28 January 2022 13:00 – 19:00 CET  
 
Mobilizing the World to Defeat Neglected Tropical Diseases 
28 January 2022 16:00 – 17:15 CET  
 
:::::: 
 
New WHO Publications  
https://www.who.int/publications/i 
Selected Titles 
21 January 2022  
Annexes to the recommendations for use of the Pfizer–BioNTech vaccine BNT162b2 
against COVID-19 
 
21 January 2022  
WHO SAGE Roadmap for prioritizing uses of COVID-19 vaccines 
[See COVID above for detail] 
 
21 January 2022  
Interim recommendations for use of the Pfizer–BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine, BNT162b2, 
under Emergency Use...  
 
20 January 2022  
Review of Minamata convention initial assessment reports: key findings for health 
 
:::::: 
::::::   
:::::: 
 
CDC/ACIP [U.S.] [to 22 Jan 2022] 
http://www.cdc.gov/media/index.html 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html 
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Latest News Releases, Announcements [Selected] 
CDC Statement on MMWR: COVID-19 Cases and Hospitalizations by COVID-19 Vaccination 
Status and Previous COVID-19 Diagnosis — California and New York, May–November 2021  
Thursday, January 20, 2022  
 
CDC Releases Updated Maps of America’s High Levels of Inactivity  
Thursday, January 20, 2022 
 

:::::: 
 

ACIP Meetings 
Next meeting scheduled for February 23-24, 2022 
 
:::::: 
 
MMWR News Synopsis Friday, January 21, 2022 
Selected Content 
:: Surveillance Summaries: Disease Surveillance Among U.S.-Bound Immigrants and Refugees — 
Electronic Disease Notification System, United States, 2014–2019 
:: Zika-Associated Birth Defects Reported in Pregnancies with Laboratory Evidence of Confirmed or 
Possible Zika Virus Infection — U.S. Zika Pregnancy and Infant Registry, December 1, 2015–March 31, 
2018 
:: Use of Recombinant Zoster Vaccine in Immunocompromised Adults Aged ≥19 Years: 
Recommendations of the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices — United States, 2022 
:: Progress Toward Poliomyelitis Eradication ― Afghanistan, January 2020–November 2021 
:: Use of the Janssen (Johnson & Johnson) COVID-19 Vaccine: Updated Interim Recommendations 
from the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices — United States, December 2021 
:: Previously Released: Racial and Ethnic Disparities in Receipt of Medications for Treatment of COVID-
19 — United States, March 2020–August 2021 
 
:::::: 
 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19)- CDC 
Approximately 25 announcements/reports/data summaries. 
▪ 21 Jan  COVID-19 Travel Recommendations by Country 
▪ 21 Jan  Cases in the U.S. 
▪ 21 Jan  EARLY RELEASE: Effectiveness of a Third Dose of mRNA Vaccines Against COVID-19–

Associated Emergency Department and Urgent Care Encounters and Hospitalizations Among Adults 
During Periods of Delta and Omicron Variant Predominance — VISION Network, 10 States, August 
2021–January 2022 

▪ 21 Jan  EARLY RELEASE: COVID-19 Incidence and Death Rates Among Unvaccinated and Fully 
Vaccinated Adults with and Without Booster Doses During Periods of Delta and Omicron Variant 
Emergence — 25 U.S. Jurisdictions, April 4–December 25, 2021 

▪ 21 Jan  Overall US COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution and Administration Update as of Fri, 21 Jan 2022 
06:00:00 EST 

 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2022/s0120-covid-19-cases.html
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https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html
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Africa CDC   [to 22 Jan 2022] 
http://www.africacdc.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
China CDC  http://www.chinacdc.cn/en/ 
 
National Health Commission of the People's Republic of China  [to 22 Jan 2022] 
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/ 
News 
Jan 22: Daily briefing on novel coronavirus cases in China 
   On Jan 21, 31 provincial-level regions and the Xinjiang Production and Construction Corps on the 
Chinese mainland reported 63 new cases of confirmed infections. 
 
Beijing confirms 5 cases, tightens virus measures 
2022-01-21 
   Beijing is facing a severe and complicated COVID-19 epidemic control and prevention situation as an 
increasing number of cases have occurred in several districts this week, a senior official said on 
Thursday. 
   Beijing reported five new confirmed locally transmitted COVID-19 cases on Thursday, including three 
who had reported positive nucleic acid tests on Wednesday. 
   Following that test, a further test confirmed viral infections, bringing the total number of positive and 
confirmed cases in the latest outbreaks to 11. 
   All of the new patients work in the cold chain industry. The Delta variant of the novel coronavirus 
was detected in samples collected from those cases. 
   "The whole genome sequencing of one of the new cases is in accord with a previous case reported 
on Tuesday, which means they are in the same transmission chain," Pang Xinghuo, deputy director of 
the Beijing Center for Disease Control and Prevention, said at a news conference… 
 
China adopts faster mass testing for COVID-19 
2022-01-20 
   BEIJING — Chinese health authorities have adopted faster-pooled tests for the coronavirus that allow 
professional labs to process 20 samples at a time. 
   The updated testing techniques, based on the current practice of putting five or 10 swab samples 
together and testing as one, are aimed at sharply boosting the efficiency of virus testing, said the State 
Council inter-agency task force for COVID-19 response. 
   The new testing approach will be introduced across the country while ensuring quality results, it 
said… 

 

 
National Medical Products Administration – PRC  [to 22 Jan 2022] 
http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/  
News 
Over 2.95b COVID-19 vaccine doses administered on Chinese mainland 
2022-01-21 

http://www.africacdc.org/
http://www.chinacdc.cn/en/
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/2022-01/22/c_85691.htm
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/2022-01/21/c_85686.htm
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/2022-01/20/c_85673.htm
http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/news.html
http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/2022-01/21/c_700811.htm


 
 

   More than 2.95 billion COVID-19 vaccine doses had been administered on the Chinese mainland as of 
Wednesday, data from the National Health Commission showed Thursday. 
 
 
CCDC Weekly Reports: Current Volume (4) 
2022-01-21 / No. 3 
View  PDF of this issue 
Preplanned Studies: Prevalence, Incidence, and Characteristics of Tuberculosis Among Known Diabetes 
Patients — A Prospective Cohort Study in 10 Sites, 2013–2015  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
:::::: 

Contents  [click to move among sections] 

Milestones - Perspectives 
:: Coronavirus [COVID-19] - WHO 
:: Emergencies 
:: Organization Announcements 
:: Journal Watch 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 

Organization Announcements 
Editor’s Note: 
Careful readers will note that the number and range of organizations now monitored in our 
Announcements section below has grown as the impacts of the pandemic have spread across global 
economies, supply chains and programmatic activity of multilateral agencies and INGOs. 
 
Airfinity    [to 22 Jan 2022] 
https://www.airfinity.com/insights 
INSIGHTS & COMPANY NEWS  
COVID-19 vaccine market forecast to grow 29% to $84.9B in 2022, according to Airfinity 
Published by Airfinity 
Jan 20, 2022 
   Airfinity forecasts the COVID-19 vaccine market is expected to reach $65.6B in 2021 and grow to 
$84.9B in 2022, a 29% growth. This excludes both the Chinese vaccines and market.  
   Our analysis predicts the 2022 market will be dominated by mRNA vaccines. Pfizer/BioNTech is 
expected to generate $42.7B and Moderna $25.7B. AstraZeneca is expected to be the third largest 
revenue generating vaccine with $4.3B in revenue, followed by J&J with $3.5B.  
   This would make the Pfizer/BioNTech and Moderna vaccine the two best selling medical products in 
2022… 
 
 
Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 22 Jan 2022] 

http://weekly.chinacdc.cn/en/zcustom/currentVolume/1
http://weekly.chinacdc.cn/fileCCDCW/journal/img/cover/5229457f-9eb2-46c4-bc2b-8241608d3ff9.pdf
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https://www.airfinity.com/insights/covid-19-vaccine-market-forecast-to-grow-29-to-usd84-9b-in-2022-according-to


 
 

https://alleninstitute.org/news-press/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
BARDA – U.S. Department of HHS   [to 22 Jan 2022] 
https://www.phe.gov/about/barda/Pages/default.aspx 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 22 Jan 2022] 
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/ideas/media-center 
Press Releases and Statements  
Press release   Jan 18, 2022 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and Wellcome Pledge US$300 Million to CEPI for COVID-
19 Pandemic Response and to Accelerate Epidemic Preparedness  
[See COVID Perspectives above for detail] 
 
 
Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute    [to 22 Jan 2022] 
https://www.gatesmri.org/news 
The Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute is a non-profit biotech organization. Our mission is 
to develop products to fight malaria, tuberculosis, and diarrheal diseases—three major causes of 
mortality, poverty, and inequality in developing countries. The world has unprecedented scientific tools 
at its disposal; now is the time to use them to save the lives of the world's poorest people  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CARB-X   [to 22 Jan 2022] 
https://carb-x.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Center for Vaccine Ethics and Policy – GE2P2 Global Foundation   [to 22 Jan 2022] 
https://centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.net/ 
News/Analysis/Statements 
:: Past weekly editions and posting of all segments of Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in 
Review are available here. 
:: Informed Consent: A Monthly Review – January 2022 is now posted here 
 
 
CEPI – Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations  [to 22 Jan 2022] 
http://cepi.net/  
Latest News  
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and Wellcome pledge $300 million to CEPI to fight COVID-
19 and combat threat of future pandemics 

https://alleninstitute.org/news-press/
https://www.phe.gov/about/barda/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/ideas/media-center
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https://www.gatesmri.org/news
https://carb-x.org/
https://centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.net/
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https://cepi.net/news_cepi/bill-melinda-gates-foundation-and-wellcome-pledge-300-million-to-cepi-to-fight-covid-19-and-combat-threat-of-future-pandemics/


 
 

   New funding commitments will support CEPI’s goal to condense new vaccine development timelines 
to 100 days, a third of the time it took to develop a COVID-19 vaccine.  
COVID-19  
19 Jan 2022 
[See COVID Perspectives above for detail] 
 
CEPI and Institut Pasteur de Dakar partner to advance COVID-19 vaccine manufacturing in 
Africa 
   In its initial phase, the new modular facility will manufacture up to 300 million doses of COVID-19 
vaccine annually for use on the continent.  
COVID-19  
18 Jan 2022 
[See COVID Perspectives above for detail] 
 
 
DARPA – Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency [U.S.] [to 22 Jan 2022 
https://www.darpa.mil/news 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Duke Global Health Innovation Center  [to 22 Jan 2022] 
https://dukeghic.org/ 
Our Blog 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EDCTP    [to 22 Jan 2022] 
http://www.edctp.org/ 
The European & Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership (EDCTP) aims to accelerate the 
development of new or improved drugs, vaccines, microbicides and diagnostics against HIV/AIDS, 
tuberculosis and malaria as well as other poverty-related and neglected infectious diseases in sub-
Saharan Africa, with a focus on phase II and III clinical trials 
News 
20 January 2022 
Call for expression of interest for Global Health EDCTP3 Joint Undertaking scientific 
committee  
   The Global Health EDCTP3 Joint Undertaking (GH EDCTP3 JU) has now opened a call for expression 
of interest for the selection of the members of its Scientific Committee. 
    The Global Health EDCTP3 Joint Undertaking (GH EDCTP3 JU) is a partnership between the 
European Union and the European and Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership (EDCTP) 
Association, whose members are several EU Member States and Associated countries and several 
African countries, and which builds on the first and second European and Developing Countries Clinical 
Trials Partnership (EDCTP) programmes… 
 
18 January 2022 
EDCTP mourns the loss of Dr Ricardo Pereira  
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https://www.edctp.org/news/edctp-mourns-the-loss-of-dr-ricardo-pereira/


 
 

   On 11 January 2022, our dear colleague Dr Ricardo Pereira, Science Officer at the Portuguese 
Foundation for Science and Technology (FCT) and EDCTP General Assembly representative for 
Portugal, passed away following a long battle against cancer. Many in the EDCTP General Assembly, 
Scientific Advisory Committee and the Secretariat worked with him and knew him well. We are deeply 
saddened by this tragic news of his untimely passing. 
 
 
Emory Vaccine Center    [to 22 Jan 2022] 
http://www.vaccines.emory.edu/ 
Vaccine Center News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
European Vaccine Initiative  [to 22 Jan 2022] 
http://www.euvaccine.eu/  
Latest News, Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Fondation Merieux  [to 22 Jan 2022] 
http://www.fondation-merieux.org/ 
News, Events   
Support for Laboratories 
LabMyNet Project Activities in Myanmar Build Diagnostic Capacity for HIV and SARS-CoV-2 
Viral Load Surveillance 
January 21, 2022, Myanmar 
   Renovation of the Medical Action in Myanmar laboratory, establishment of a molecular platform for 
HIV viral load, and training of ... 
   
Publication 
The Mérieux Foundation referent of an article published in The Lancet, resulting from an 
international research cooperation on Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) 
January 20, 2022, Global 
   Through TSARA project (an updated surveillance technique for resistance to antibiotics) in 
Madagascar, the Mérieux Foundation participated in a global ... 
 
 
Unitaid 
 [to 22 Jan 2022] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
News Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 22 Jan 2022] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
No new digest content identified. 
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Global Fund  [to 22 Jan 2022] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
News & Stories 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Research Collaboration for Infectious Disease Preparedness [GloPID-R] [to 22 Jan 
2022] 
https://www.glopid-r.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Hilleman Laboratories   [to 22 Jan 2022] 
http://www.hillemanlabs.org/ 
News & Insights 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 22 Jan 2022] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news  
Press Room             
Research Jan 21 2022  
These Scientists Are Racing to Beat Omicron 
   As teams of researchers around the world race to piece together a picture of the Omicron variant, 
they’re fast-tracking discoveries and transforming the way science is done.  
 
 
Human Vaccines Project   [to 22 Jan 2022] 
http://www.humanvaccinesproject.org/  
News 
HVP COVID Report 
Jan 20, 2022  
John Nkengasong: Lessons from Leading Africa's COVID-19 Response  
John Nkengasong, Ph.D. 
Director, Africa Centres for Disease Control and Prevention 
 
 
IAVI  [to 22 Jan 2022] 
https://www.iavi.org/newsroom 
Latest News  
January 18, 2022  
IAVI Welcomes Marion F. Gruber as Vice President, Public Health and Regulatory Science  
Regulatory and public health expertise will advance the development of and global access to innovative 
new solutions to important global health needs 
   NEW YORK – JANUARY 18, 2022 – IAVI is very pleased to announce the appointment of Marion F. 
Gruber, Ph.D., M.S., as Vice President, Public Health and Regulatory Science. 
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   Dr. Gruber is a preeminent vaccine expert with 30 years of experience in the development and 
regulation of vaccines and related biologics. Most recently, she served as Director of the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) Office of Vaccine Research and Review, where she led the FDA’s vaccine 
evaluation and licensure function and oversaw approval and authorization of vaccines for SARS-CoV-2, 
Zaire ebolavirus, and other global health challenges and emerging infectious disease threats… 
 
 
International Coalition of Medicines Regulatory Authorities [ICMRA] 
http://www.icmra.info/drupal/en/news 
Selected Statements, Press Releases, Research  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICRC  [to 22 Jan 2022] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports           
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFFIm 
http://www.iffim.org/ 
Press Releases/Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFRC   [to 22 Jan 2022] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements  
19/01/2022  
WHO and IFRC partnership aims to build regional capacity in responding to key public 
health challenges [Middle East and North Africa] 
 
 
Institut Pasteur   [to 22 Jan 2022] 
https://www.pasteur.fr/en/press-area 
Press Documents 

No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 22 Jan 2022]  
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
News - Selected 
News 
18 Jan 2022 
Mongolia’s Ban on Moving to Overcrowded Capital Hurt Migrants: IOM Research  
 
News 
18 Jan 2022 
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IOM and KSrelief Sign USD 20 Million Agreement to Help Yemen’s Vulnerable Communities 
Needing Shelter, Clean Water and Sanitation  
 
 
ISC / International Science Council  [to 22 Jan 2022] 
https://council.science/current/ 
ISC is a non-governmental organization with a unique global membership that brings together 40 
international scientific Unions and Associations and over 140 national and regional scientific 
organizations including Academies and Research Councils.  
News  Blogs  Podcasts  
INGSA Horizons podcast hosts conversations on the science informing smart policy 
19.01.2022 
   Six podcasts available now from the International Network for Government Science Advice (INGSA) 
explore the critical space between scientific evidence and policy decisions on topics such as cities, 
COVID-19, and societal transformation. 
 
 
IVAC  [to 22 Jan 2022] 
https://www.jhsph.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/ivac/index.html 
Updates; Events 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
IVI   [to 22 Jan 2022] 
http://www.ivi.int/ 
IVI News & Announcements 
IVI and SK bioscience Complete Recruitment for Phase III Clinical Trial of SKBS’ COVID-19 
Vaccine 
:: Recruitment of global Phase III clinical trial of ‘GBP510’ completed, with vaccine expected to be 
authorized in the first half of 2022  
:: A booster dose study is concurrently being planned to bring additional vaccine to the global COVID-
19 vaccine market 
     January 19, 2022 SEOUL, Korea — The International Vaccine Institute (IVI) and SK bioscience 
announced on January 18 that they have completed the recruitment of participants for the Phase III 
global clinical trial of GBP510, SKBS’ COVID-19 vaccine candidate. The Phase III clinical trial is the final 
stage of development to verify the safety and immunogenicity of the vaccine… 
 
 
Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security   [to 22 Jan 2022] 
https://www.centerforhealthsecurity.org/news/center-news/ 
Center News 
CommuniVax Coalition Launches Second Phase  
Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security continues CommuniVax, a research coalition funded by the 
Chan Zuckerberg Initiative 
   January 22, 2021, Baltimore, MD – The Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security at the Johns 
Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health has received a new round of funding from the Chan 
Zuckerberg Initiative to continue support of the CommuniVax coalition. The purpose of the coalition is 
to strengthen community roles and involvement in equitable COVID-19 vaccination campaigns. The 
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project’s second phase will focus on strengthening the relationships between communities of color and 
key local public health systems… 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 22 Jan 2022]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Latest [Selected Announcements] 
Iraq  
The restless challenge of tackling COVID-19 in Iraq  
Project Update 21 Jan 2022  
 
 
National Academy of Medicine - USA  [to 22 Jan 2022] 
https://nam.edu/programs/ 
Selected News/Programs/Events 
Expert Papers from the National Academy of Medicine Identify Lessons Learned and 
Compelling Needs for Health Product Manufacturers & Innovators and Digital Health After 
COVID-19 
January 18, 2022 
   WASHINGTON – In response to the devastating impact of COVID-19 on the American health system, 
the National Academy of Medicine (NAM) has convened experts in nine sectors of health, health care, 
and biomedical research to review how each sector responded to COVID-19, identify challenges 
encountered in combating the pandemic, and outline opportunities to reinforce, revitalize, and 
transform the health system including improving health equity for all. These insights are being released 
as nine NAM Perspectives discussion papers, and then bundled into a NAM Special Publication titled 
Emerging Stronger After COVID-19: Priorities for Health System Transformation, which is scheduled to 
be released in Spring 2022. The NAM Special Publication will include all nine previously published 
papers and a new concluding chapter that reviews cross-cutting themes and opportunities from the 
individual papers. 
   The final two papers in this series, focused on health product manufacturers and innovators and on 
digital health, were published January 18, 2022. Health Product Manufacturers and Innovators COVID-
19 Impact Assessment: Lessons Learned and Compelling Needs focuses on the experience of 
organizations that research, develop, and manufacture products and services to support health and 
health care. The discussion paper focuses specifically on five product types: diagnostics, hospital 
equipment, medical devices, therapeutics, and vaccines… 
 
 
National Academy of Sciences - USA  [to 22 Jan 2022] 
http://www.nasonline.org/news-and-multimedia/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
National Vaccine Program Office - U.S. HHS  [to 22 Jan 2022] 
https://www.hhs.gov/vaccines/about/index.html 
Upcoming Meetings/Latest Updates  
National Vaccine Advisory Committee [NVAC] 2022 Meetings 
February 10-11, 2022 
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NIH  [to 22 Jan 2022] 
http://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases 
News Releases   
Researchers highlight COVID-19 neurological symptoms and need for rigorous studies 
January 20, 2022 — Scientists explain the importance of increased research into the underlying causes 
of Long Covid and possible ways to treat its symptoms.  
 
COVID-19 vaccination does not reduce chances of conception, study suggests 
January 20, 2022 — NIH-funded research shows infection can affect male fertility. 
  
SARS-CoV-2 may cause fetal inflammation even in the absence of placental infection 
January 18, 2022 — Small NIH study contributes to understanding of COVID-19 during pregnancy.  
 
 
OECD  [to 22 Jan 2022] 
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/ 
Newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
PATH  [to 22 Jan 2022]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
Press Releases 
PATH appoints Meïssa Diaw as Chief People and Diversity Officer 
January 20, 2022 by PATH  
   Seattle, WA - Meïssa Diaw, formerly Human Resources Director for Africa, is taking on new 
responsibilities at PATH to serve as the organization’s first Africa-based Chief People and Diversity 
Officer. Based in Senegal, he will direct PATH’s global HR functions and lead an empowered team of HR 
specialists across Asia, Africa, and North America… 
 
 
Sabin Vaccine Institute  [to 22 Jan 2022] 
http://www.sabin.org/updates/pressreleases 
Statements and Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 22 Jan 2022]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
8 January 2022 
Empowering people who inject drugs in Uganda  
 
17 January 2022 
Pre-exposure prophylaxis use expands, but not fast enough  
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UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 22 Jan 2022] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Selected News Releases, Announcements  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNICEF  [to 22 Jan 2022] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Press Releases, News Notes, Statements  [Selected]  
News note 
01/18/2022  
UNICEF enters supply agreements for COVID-19 oral antiviral medicine Molnupiravir  
    NEW YORK/COPENHAGEN, 18 January 2022 – UNICEF has signed several long term 
agreements (LTA) with suppliers for the procurement of the new antiviral medicine Molnupiravir.   
   UNICEF procurement of Molnupiravir is dependent on clinical recommendations, regulatory approvals 
and compliance with UNICEF quality assurance requirements. In December, the US Food and drug 
administration issued an emergency use authorization for the use of Molnupiravir in the treatment of 
COVID19 in certain patients. Molnupiravir is currently under assessment by WHO.   
   These agreements will help ensure that low and middle-income countries (LMICs) have timely access 
to novel COVID-19 therapies.  UNICEF will continue to work with ACT-A (Access to COVID-19 Tools 
Accelerator) partners and industry to ensure supply availability, achieve affordable prices and capacity 
to meet country needs. Supply will also be available for ACT-A partners wishing to deploy 
Molnupiravir in countries.   
   UNICEF will work closely with other ACT-A partners such as WHO, the Global 
Fund and Unitaid to ensure an equitable access to supply for LMICs.   
 
 
Unitaid  [to 22 Jan 2022] 
https://unitaid.org/ 
Featured News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
USAID [to 22 Jan 2022] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/2021 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Announcements 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Vaccine Equity Cooperative [nee Initiative]   [to 22 Jan 2022] 
https://vaccineequitycooperative.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Vaccination Acceptance & Demand Initiative [Sabin)  [to 22 Jan 2022] 
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https://www.vaccineacceptance.org/ 
Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Vaccine Confidence Project  [to 22 Jan 2022] 
http://www.vaccineconfidence.org/ 
News, Research and Reports 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Vaccine Education Center – Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia  [to 22 Jan 2022] 
http://www.chop.edu/centers-programs/vaccine-education-center 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 22 Jan 2022] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
News. Opinion, Reports 
News 
$300 million invested in vaccine innovations to end Covid-19 and prevent future epidemics  
19 January 2022 
   Wellcome and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation have both pledged $150 million each to the 
Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI) to help end the Covid-19 pandemic and 
prevent another major outbreak. 
 
 
The Wistar Institute   [to 22 Jan 2022] 
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
Press Releases 
Jan. 17, 2022  
Wistar Scientists Identify Therapeutic Target for Epstein-Barr Virus  
    They found that EBV uses some of the same proteins as the host cell to express itself, and one of 
the proteins is already targeted by an existing drug.  
 
 
WFPHA: World Federation of Public Health Associations  [to 22 Jan 2022] 
https://www.wfpha.org/ 
Latest News - Blog 
Letter from the World Federation of Public Health Associations (WFPHA) on behalf of the 
Sustainable Health Equity Movement (SHEM) to the Executive Board of the World Health 
Organization (EB-WHO). 24-29 January 2022 
   …WFPHA and SHEM ask the EB-WHO to bring the following proposals to the WHA:  
   1) Aligned with the Multilateral Leaders Task Force on COVID-19 Vaccines, Therapeutics and 
Diagnostics, WHO Member States must implement an equitable distribution of vaccines 
against COVID-19, which presupposes patent wavering, the sharing of knowledge and the 
transfer of technology, enabling the expansion of production and distribution based on 
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ethical and epidemiological criteria, at no cost to the end consumer. This must be combined 
with the WHO's decisive support to vaccine production initiatives for patent pooling and technology 
transfer contributing to global equity Covid vaccine coverage.  
   2) The WHA must agree to develop and, on an accelerated timeline, negotiate and adopt 
a new Pandemic Treaty that, in addition to improving global preparedness and response to health 
emergencies, helps all countries – especially low- and middle-income – to strengthen their national 
health systems to ensure everyone's right to health. The Treaty must also consider the social 
determinants of health, contemplating intersectoral measures around social, environmental, and 
economic responses to support health actions.  
   3)The WHA must recognize that COVID-19 is more than a pandemic and is best 
characterized as a syndemic. The world suffers from the synergy of COVID-19 and other 
communicable and non-communicable diseases with political, economic, and environmental macro-
processes that jointly cause deep changes that favor the emergence of zoonoses, and which reflect and 
generate social inequalities and inequities among and within countries. The construction of a “new 
normal”, better and fairer than the one that brought us here, requires facing all the dimensions of this 
complex reality, where the global unfair economic order must be faced and the right to development 
can be achieved by all nations and peoples… 
 
 
World Bank [to 22 Jan 2022] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
Selected News, Announcements 
South Africa’s Covid-19 Response Gets a $750 Million Boost 
   WASHINGTON, January 20, 2022 —The World Bank Group Board of Executive Directors today 
approved South Africa’s request for a $750 million development policy loan (DPL). This loan will 
support the Government...  
Date: January 21, 2022 Type: Press Release 
 
Transcript: Exceptional Uncertainty and the Global Economy: A Conversation with David 
Malpass and Adam Posen 
   You can watch a replay of the event here. MR. ADAM POSEN:  It is my honor and pleasure to be 
hosting a conversation with David Malpass, the 13th President of the World Bank Group.  And I will...  
Date: January 19, 2022 Type: Speeches and Transcripts  
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 22 Jan 2022] 
https://www.oie.int/en/media/news/ 
Press Releases, Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 22 Jan 2022] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
WTO News and Events 
DG Okonjo-Iweala calls on ministers to step up negotiating efforts, harvest outcomes 
21 January 2022 
Director-General Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala on 21 January called on ministers from a cross-section of WTO 
members to push ahead in all ongoing negotiations, and work with “pragmatism, creativity, and 
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flexibility” to harvest agreements as and when they are within reach. Ministers broadly accepted her 
suggestion to accelerate work, both in Geneva and in capitals, so WTO members can deliver results 
despite the uncertainty regarding the rescheduling of the 12th Ministerial Conference (MC12) following 
its Omicron-induced postponement in November. 
 
The informal gathering of around 30 trade ministers is traditionally hosted by the Swiss government in 
Davos but was held virtually this year in line with the World Economic Forum's decision to cancel its in-
person annual meeting. 
 
In her remarks to the event, the Director-General noted that pandemic-related uncertainty 
would continue to prevail so long as large numbers of people in much of the world 
remained unvaccinated against COVID-19 – and that the WTO had a contribution to make 
in ending vaccine inequity. She said that while the desire to hold an in-person MC12 was widely 
shared, the changing epidemiological conditions made it difficult to set a date at this time. This does 
not rule out reassessing and fixing a date at a more propitious time since there was clearly a desire on 
the part of members to schedule a physical ministerial at some point… 
 
The Director-General called ministers' attention to the key sticking points on the WTO's 
response to the pandemic, fisheries subsidies and agriculture, while also making the case for 
moving ahead with WTO reform, including dispute settlement. 
 
In their interventions, many ministers said that while they want to hold MC12 when circumstances 
permit, they would be prepared to continue work in all areas in the interim and conclude negotiations 
where achievable. As countries seek to promote recovery from the social and economic 
consequences of the pandemic, many highlighted the importance of ensuring adequate 
access to medical products, including vaccines. A number of ministers said the negotiations on 
pandemic response and fisheries subsidies should be concluded as soon as possible… 
 
WTO report looks into steps taken to boost LDCs’ participation in international trade  
19 January 2022 
   A new WTO publication launched on 19 January highlights that further support will be needed from 
the international community in the next decade to strengthen least-developed countries’ (LDC) 
participation in world trade. While LDCs have benefited over the past ten years from greater market 
access opportunities, flexibilities in implementing WTO rules and trade-related technical assistance, the 
COVID-19 pandemic has led to even greater challenges for these countries, hitting their exports hard. 
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ARM [Alliance for Regenerative Medicine]  [to 22 Jan 2022] 
https://alliancerm.org/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BIO    [to 22 Jan 2022] 
https://www.bio.org/press-releases 
Press Releases, Letters, Testimony, Comments [Selected] 
No new digest content identified. 
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DCVMN – Developing Country Vaccine Manufacturers Network  [to 22 Jan 2022] 
http://www.dcvmn.org/ 
News; Upcoming events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICBA – International Council of Biotechnology Associations   [to 22 Jan 2022] 
https://internationalbiotech.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFPMA   [to 22 Jan 2022] 
http://www.ifpma.org/resources/news-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Publications 
11 billion COVID-19 vaccines produced in 2021 has resulted in the biggest immunization 
campaign in human history and 2022 will require more and better vaccine redistribution 
and innovation 
16 December 2021 
[See COVID Perspectives above for detail] 
 
A timely reality check on silent pandemic of antimicrobial resistance 
20 January 2022 
   The scale and threat of antimicrobial resistance is much bigger and more imminent than previously 
anticipated. New evidence shows that, in 2019, the global burden associated with drug-resistant 
infections was an estimated 4.95 million deaths, of which AMR was the direct cause of at least 1.27 
million deaths. This number is only set to grow further, unless action is taken. The direction of travel is 
not downwards, with COVID-19 further fuelling the issue of AMR, leaving us on the course of 10 million 
deaths per year by 2050… 
 
 
International Generic and Biosimilar Medicines Association [IGBA] 
https://www.igbamedicines.org/ 
News 
GENEZIS, the Serbian and Montenegrin Generic and Biosimilar Medicines Association, joins 
IGBA (January 2022)  
   IGBA, the International Generic and Biosimilar medicines Association, representing global 
manufacturers of generic and biosimilar medicines, announced today that GENEZIS has been accepted 
and welcomed as a new IGBA Associate Member.  
 
 
International Alliance of Patients’ Organizations – IAPO  [to 22 Jan 2022] 
https://www.iapo.org.uk/news/topic/6  
Press and media [Selected] 
No new digest content identified. 
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Latest News [Selected] 
No new digest content identified. 
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Journal Watch 
   Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review continues its weekly scanning of key peer-reviewed 
journals to identify and cite articles, commentary and editorials, books reviews and other content 
supporting our focu-s on vaccine ethics and policy. Journal Watch is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative of themes and issues the Center is actively tracking. We selectively provide full text of some 
editorial and comment articles that are specifically relevant to our work. Successful access to some of 
the links provided may require subscription or other access arrangement unique to the publisher.  
     If you would like to suggest other journal titles to include in this service, please contact David Curry 
at: david.r.curry@centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.org 
 
 
AJOB Empirical Bioethics 
Volume 12, 2020 Issue 4 
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uabr21/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
AMA Journal of Ethics 
Volume 24, Number 1: E1-105   Jan 2022 
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/issue/inequity-along-medicaldental-divide 
Inequity Along the Medical/Dental Divide  
Dental and medical health systems in the United States have evolved as fully separate entities. This 
division exacerbates health inequity, since patients’ poor oral health affects their general health. The 
professionally entrenched view that what’s in patients’ mouths is somehow isolated from what’s going 
on in the rest of their bodies is one all clinicians need to resist, since this view can be a source of harm, 
particularly among vulnerable patients and communities. Practical and ethical strategies for better 
aligning medical and dental goals of care are considered in this issue. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
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January 2022  Volume 50  Issue 1  p1-122 
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
Major Articles 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
February 2022  Volume 62  Issue 2  p149-306 
https://www.ajpmonline.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
January 2022   112(1) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 

 

 

American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 105 (2021): Issue 6 (Dec 2021)  
https://www.ajtmh.org/view/journals/tpmd/105/6/tpmd.105.issue-6.xml 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
January 2022   Volume 175, Issue 1 
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
Original Research 
Influenza Vaccine Uptake and Missed Opportunities Among the Medicare-Covered 
Population With High-Risk Conditions During the 2018 to 2019 Influenza Season 
A Retrospective Cohort Study 
Bo-Hyun Cho, PhD, Cindy Weinbaum, MD, MPH, Yuping Tsai, PhD, Ram Koppaka, MD, PhD 
 
Special Articles 
Update on and Future Directions for Use of Anti–SARS-CoV-2 Antibodies: National 
Institutes of Health Summit on Treatment and Prevention of COVID-19 
FREE 
César Boggiano, PhD, Robert W. Eisinger, PhD, Andrea M. Lerner, MD, James M. Anderson, MD, PhD,  
… et al.  
Pages:119–126 
 
 
Artificial Intelligence – An International Journal 
Volume 302  January 2022 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/artificial-intelligence/vol/302/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 22 Jan 2022) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
January 2022 - Volume 7 - 1 
https://gh.bmj.com/content/7/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 22 Jan 2022) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
  
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 22 Jan 2022) 
Low incidence of COVID-19 case severity and mortality in Africa; Could malaria co-
infection provide the missing link?  
Despite reports of malaria and coronavirus diseases 2019 (COVID-19) co-infection, malaria-endemic 
regions have so far recorded fewer cases of COVID-19 and deaths from COVID-19, indicating a 
probable protection...  
Authors: Silas Acheampong Osei, Robert Peter Biney, Alberta Serwah Anning, Lydia Nkuah Nortey and 
George Ghartey-Kwansah 
Citation: BMC Infectious Diseases 2022 22:78  
Content type: Research 
Published on: 22 January 2022 
 
Protocol for SARS-CoV-2 post-vaccine surveillance study in Australian adults and children 
with cancer: an observational study of safety and serological and immunological response 
to SARS-CoV-2 vaccination (SerOzNET)  
Cancer is associated with excess morbidity and mortality from coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) 
following infection by the novel pandemic coronavirus SARS-CoV-2. Vaccinations against SARS-CoV-2 
have been rap...  
Authors: Amy Body, Elizabeth Ahern, Luxi Lal, Karen Gillett, Hesham Abdulla, Stephen Opat, Tracey 
O’Brien, Peter Downie, Stuart Turville, C. Mee Ling Munier, Corey Smith, C. Raina MacIntyre and Eva 
Segelov 
Citation: BMC Infectious Diseases 2022 22:70  
Content type: Study protocol 
Published on: 20 January 2022 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
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http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 22 Jan 2022)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 22 Jan 2022)  
Humoral immune response after different SARS-CoV-2 vaccination regimens  
The humoral immune response after primary immunisation with a SARS-CoV-2 vector vaccine 
(AstraZeneca AZD1222, ChAdOx1 nCoV-19, Vaxzevria) followed by an mRNA vaccine boost 
(Pfizer/BioNTech, BNT162b2; Moderna, ...  
Authors: Ruben Rose, Franziska Neumann, Olaf Grobe, Thomas Lorentz, Helmut Fickenscher and Andi 
Krumbholz 
Citation: BMC Medicine 2022 20:31  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 21 January 2022 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 22 Jan 2022) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 22 Jan 2022) 
COVID-19 myth-busting: an experimental study  
COVID-19 misinformation is a danger to public health. A range of formats are used by health 
campaigns to correct beliefs but data on their effectiveness is limited. We aimed to identify A) whether 
three common...  
Authors: Aimée Challenger, Petroc Sumner and Lewis Bott 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2022 22:131  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 19 January 2022 
 
Knowledge, attitudes, and perceptions of COVID-19 vaccine and refusal to receive COVID-
19 vaccine among healthcare workers in northeastern Ethiopia  
Major efforts are being made to control the spread and impacts of the coronavirus pandemic using 
vaccines. Ethiopia began on March 13, 2021, to vaccinate healthcare workers (HCWs) for COVID-19 
with the AstraZe...  
Authors: Metadel Adane, Ayechew Ademas and Helmut Kloos 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2022 22:128  
Content type: Research 
Published on: 18 January 2022 
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Association between COVID-19 vaccine hesitancy and generalized trust, depression, 
generalized anxiety, and fear of COVID-19  
Although numerous studies have been published on the predictors of COVID-19 vaccine hesitancy, 
some possible predictors remain underexplored. In this study, we explored the associations of 
unwillingness and in...  
Authors: Yoichi Sekizawa, Sora Hashimoto, Kenzo Denda, Sae Ochi and Mirai So 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2022 22:126  
Content type: Research 
Published on: 18 January 2022 
 
Examining COVID-19 vaccine uptake and attitudes among 2SLGBTQ+ youth experiencing 
homelessness  
The COVID-19 pandemic has disproportionately impacted 2SLGBTQ+ youth experiencing 
homelessness. Little is known about vaccine attitudes and uptake among this population. To address 
this, the objectives of this...  
Authors: Alex Abramovich, Nelson Pang, Sharumathy Kunasekaran, Amanda Moss, Tara Kiran and 
Andrew D. Pinto 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2022 22:122  
Content type: Research 
Published on: 18 January 2022 
 
Vaccination against influenza among Lebanese health care workers in the era of 
coronavirus disease 2019  
Health-care workers (HCWs) are at a higher occupational risk of contracting and transmitting influenza. 
Annual vaccination is an essential tool to prevent seasonal influenza infection. However, HCWs vaccine 
he...  
Authors: Dalal Youssef, Atika Berry, Janet Youssef and Linda Abou-Abbas 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2022 22:120  
Content type: Research 
Published on: 18 January 2022 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 22 Jan 2022) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Evidence-Based Medicine 
February 2022 - Volume 27 - 1 
https://ebm.bmj.com/content/27/1 
Evidence synthesis 
Effectiveness of tests to detect the presence of SARS-CoV-2 virus, and antibodies to SARS-
CoV-2, to inform COVID-19 diagnosis: a rapid systematic review (1 October, 2020) Free  
David Jarrom, Lauren Elston, Jennifer Washington, Matthew Prettyjohns, Kimberley Cann, Susan Myles, 
Peter Groves 
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BMJ Open 
January 2022 - Volume 12 - 1 
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/12/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Bulletin of the World Health Organization   
Volume 100(1);  2022 Jan 1 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/issues/397045/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Cell 
Jan 20, 2022  Volume 185  Issue 2  p221-400 
https://www.cell.com/cell/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Child Care, Health and Development  
Volume 48, Issue 1  Pages: 1-175  January 2022 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13652214/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Pharmacology & Therapeutics  
Volume 111, Issue 1  Pages: 1-331  January 2022 
https://ascpt.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/15326535/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Therapeutics 
December 2021   Volume 43  Issue 12  p2041-2172 
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Clinical Trials 
Volume 18 Issue 6, December 2021  
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/18/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 22 Jan 2022] 
[No new digest content identified] 
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Contemporary Clinical Trials 
Volume 112  January 2022 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/contemporary-clinical-trials/vol/112/suppl/C 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
The CRISPR Journal 
Volume 4, Issue 6 / December 2021 
https://www.liebertpub.com/toc/crispr/4/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Current Genetic Medicine Reports 
Volume 9, issue 4, December 2021 
https://link.springer.com/journal/40142/volumes-and-issues/9-4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases 
February 2022 - Volume 35 - Issue 1  
https://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Current Protocols in Human Genetics 
Volume 108, Issue 1  December 2020 
https://currentprotocols.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/19348258/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Developing World Bioethics   
Volume 21, Issue 4  Pages: 149-238  December 2021 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14718847/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development in Practice  
Volume 31, Issue 8, 2021 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

 
Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness  
Volume 15 - Issue 5 - October 2021  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-preparedness/latest-
issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Disasters 
Volume 46, Issue 1  Pages: 1-298  January 2022 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677717/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
EMBO Reports  
Volume 23  Issue 1  5 January 2022 
https://www.embopress.org/toc/14693178/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Emerging Infectious Diseases 
Volume 28, Number 1—January 2022 
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemics 
Volume 37  December 2021 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/epidemics/vol/37/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemiology and Infection 
Volume 149 - 2021  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/epidemiology-and-infection/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Ethics & Human Research  
Volume 44, Issue 1  Pages: 1-39  January–February 2022 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/25782363/current 
Articles   Open Access 
The Ethical Implications of Big Data Research in Public Health: “Big Data Ethics by Design” 
in the UK-REACH Study 
Ruby Reed-Berendt, Edward S. Dove, Manish Pareek, on behalf of the UK-REACH Study Collaborative 
Group  
Pages: 2-17 
First Published: 22 December 2021 
 
Articles 
Biobank Participants’ Attitudes toward Requiring Understanding for Biobank Consent 
T.J. Kasperbauer, Colin Halverson, Abigail Garcia, Karen K. Schmidt, Peter H. Schwartz 
Pages: 18-28 
First Published: 22 December 2021 
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Research Documents for Populations with Limited English Proficiency: Translation 
Approaches Matter 
Sonia Colina, Miriam Rodríguez-Guerra, Nicole Marrone, Maia Ingram, Karla J. Navarro, Genesis 
Arizmendi, Laura Coco 
Pages: 29-39 
First Published: 22 December 2021 
 
 
Ethics & International Affairs 
Fall 2021 (35.3) | October 2021  
https://www.ethicsandinternationalaffairs.org/2021/fall-2021-35-3/ 
   The editors of Ethics & International Affairs are pleased to present the Fall 2021 issue of the journal! 
The highlight of this issue is a book symposium organized by Peter Balint on Ned Dobos’s Ethics, 
Security, and the War Machine, featuring contributions by Peter Balint; Neta C. Crawford; C. A. J. 
Coady; Ned Dobos; Cécile Fabre; Christopher J. Finlay; David Rodin; and Cheyney Ryan. Additionally, 
the issue includes a feature article by Philipp Gisbertz-Astolfi on the reduced legal equality of 
combatants in war and an essay by Hendrik Schopmans and Jelena Cupać on ethical AI, gender 
equality, and illiberal backlash politics. It also contains a review essay by Andreas Papamichail on the 
global politics of health security, and a book review by Claire Finkelstein.  
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Volume 19   December 2021 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/ethics-medicine-and-public-health/vol/19/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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An Overview of Cell and Gene Therapy Development in China 
Yitong Wang, Tingting Qiu, Shuyao Liang, and Mondher Toumi 
Pages:14–24 
Published Online:6 September 2021 
https://doi.org/10.1089/hum.2021.126 
Abstract 
China, the first country worldwide to approve a gene therapy in 2003, almost lost the advantage for a 
head start in cell and gene therapy (CGT) development due to a lack of clear and strict regulatory 
frameworks. The rapid advancements of CGTs' development worldwide as well as their therapeutic 
potential have triggered the government to conduct a spate of regulatory reforms to promote 
normative development of CGTs in China. Encouraged by policy support, the remarkable progress for 
CGTs in China has been observed over the past few years, thereby catapulting China back into the 
forefront of CGTs worldwide. This article aims to provide an overview of regulatory reforms, the current 
development landscape of CGTs, as well as key contributors and challenges for CGT development in 
China. 
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the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and International Federation of Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) committed within the Grand Bargain to increase multi-year investments 
in the institutional capacities of local and national responders, and to provide at least 25% of 
humanitarian funding to them as directly as possible. Since then, there is increasing consensus at 
policy and normative level, underscored by the Covid-19 pandemic, that local leadership should be 
supported.  Localisation has gone from a fringe conversation among policy-makers and aid agencies in 
2016 to a formal priority under the Grand Bargain. Wider global movements on anti-racism and 
decolonisation have also brought new momentum to critical reflections on where power, knowledge 
and capacity reside in the humanitarian system. Yet progress has been slow and major gaps remain 
between the rhetoric around humanitarian partnerships, funding and coordination and practices on the 
ground. 
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free access has active quiz  
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   This study investigates the immunogenicity of extended mRNA vaccine dosing intervals. 
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   This study examines the risk of multisystem inflammatory syndrome in children among those aged 12 
years or older by COVID-19 vaccination status during September 2021 and October 2021 in France. 
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JAMA. 2022;327(3):211-212. doi:10.1001/jama.2021.24282  
   This Viewpoint discusses how US policy makers should address how the nation can move forward as 
the pandemic persists. 
 
A National Strategy for COVID-19Testing, Surveillance, and Mitigation Strategies  
David Michaels, PhD, MPH; Ezekiel J. Emanuel, MD, PhD; Rick A. Bright, PhD  
free access has multimedia has audio  
JAMA. 2022;327(3):213-214. doi:10.1001/jama.2021.24168  
   This Viewpoint discusses the areas on which the US needs to improve its public health infrastructure 
in order to reduce COVID-19 transmission and achieve a “new normal”: testing, surveillance, masking, 
and ventilation. 
 
A National Strategy for COVID-19 Medical CountermeasuresVaccines and Therapeutics  
Luciana L. Borio, MD; Rick A. Bright, PhD; Ezekiel J. Emanuel, MD, PhD  
free access has multimedia has audio  
JAMA. 2022;327(3):215-216. doi:10.1001/jama.2021.24165  
   This Viewpoint proposes a multistep plan that US can implement to achieve a “new normal” of living, 
in which the combined risk of all viral respiratory illnesses, including COVID-19, does not exceed the 
risk during prepandemic years. 
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free access  
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   This Viewpoint examines the lessons that the COVID-19 pandemic can provide public health 
institutions and health care personnel to advance preparedness, detection, and response regarding 
future pandemics. 
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   This Viewpoint reviews the leading objectives of the pandemic preparedness proposal, discusses the 
outcome of comparable past federal efforts, and emphasizes the imperative of intragovernmental 
coordination. 
 
 
JAMA Network 
COVID-19 Update   January 22, 2022  
These articles on COVID-19 were published across the JAMA Network in the last week. 
 
 
JAMA Pediatrics  
January 2022, Vol 176, No. 1, Pages 7-108  
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/currentissue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2787945
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2787946
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2787943
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2787947
http://read.alerts.jamanetwork.com/csb/Public/show/axac-2hu231--xuske-1b7bitj1
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/currentissue


 
 

JBI Evidence Synthesis 
December 2021 - Volume 19 - Issue 12  
https://journals.lww.com/jbisrir/Pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Adolescent Health 
January 2022  Volume 70  Issue 1  p1-170 
https://www.jahonline.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Artificial Intelligence Research 
Vol. 73 (2022) 
https://www.jair.org/index.php/j air 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Community Health  
Volume 46, issue 6, December 2021 
https://link.springer.com/journal/10900/volumes-and-issues/46-6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Development Economics 
Volume 154  January 2022 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/journal-of-development-economics/vol/154/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Empirical Research on Human Research Ethics 
Volume 17 Issue 1-2, February-April 2022  
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/jre/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Epidemiology & Community Health 
January 2022 - Volume 76 - 1 
https://jech.bmj.com/content/76/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Evidence-Based Medicine 
Volume 14, Issue 4  Pages: 257-345  December 2021 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/17565391/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

https://journals.lww.com/jbisrir/Pages/currenttoc.aspx
https://www.jahonline.org/current
https://www.jair.org/index.php/jair
https://link.springer.com/journal/10900/volumes-and-issues/46-6
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/journal-of-development-economics/vol/154/suppl/C
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/jre/current
https://jech.bmj.com/content/76/1
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/17565391/current


 
 

Journal of Global Ethics  
Volume 17, Issue 2, 2021 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjge20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Health Care for the Poor and Underserved (JHCPU) 
Volume 32, Number 4, November 2021   
https://muse.jhu.edu/issue/46802 
Table of Contents 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health  
Volume 23, issue 6, December 2021 
https://link.springer.com/journal/10903/volumes-and-issues/23-6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Immigrant & Refugee Studies  
Volume 19, 2021  Issue 4 
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/wimm20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Infectious Diseases 
Volume 224, Issue 6, 15 September 2021 
https://academic.oup.com/jid/issue/224/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Medical Ethics 
January 2022 - Volume 48 - 1 
http://jme.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Patient-Centered Research and Reviews 
Volume 8, Issue 4 (2021)  
https://digitalrepository.aurorahealthcare.org/jpcrr/ 
Cancer Screening  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Pediatrics 
January 2022  Volume 240  p1-324 
http://www.jpeds.com/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 

http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjge20/current
https://muse.jhu.edu/issue/46802
https://link.springer.com/journal/10903/volumes-and-issues/23-6
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/wimm20/current
https://academic.oup.com/jid/issue/224/6
http://jme.bmj.com/content/current
https://digitalrepository.aurorahealthcare.org/jpcrr/
http://www.jpeds.com/current


 
 

 
 
Journal of Pharmaceutical Policy and Practice 
https://joppp.biomedcentral.com/ 
[Accessed 22 Jan 2022] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Journal of Public Health Management & Practice 
January/February 2022 - Volume 28 - Issue 1  
https://journals.lww.com/jphmp/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Public Health Policy 
Volume 42, issue 4, December 2021 
https://link.springer.com/journal/41271/volumes-and-issues/42-4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Refugee & Global Health  
Volume 4, Issue 1 (2021)  
https://ir.library.louisville.edu/rgh/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of the Royal Society – Interface 
January 2022  Volume 19  Issue 186 
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/toc/rsif/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Travel Medicine  
Volume 29, Issue 1, January 2022 
https://academic.oup.com/jtm/issue 
Editor's Choice 
A disease severity scale for the evaluation of vaccine and other preventive or therapeutic 
interventions for travellers’ diarrhoea  
Nicole Maier, PhD, Mark S Riddle, MD, DrPH, Ramiro Gutiérrez, MD, Jamie A Fraser, MPH, Patrick 
Connor, MD ...  
Journal of Travel Medicine, Volume 29, Issue 1, January 2022, taab139, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/jtm/taab139 
 
 
Journal of Virology 
Volume 96  Number 1  January 2022 
http://jvi.asm.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 

https://joppp.biomedcentral.com/
https://journals.lww.com/jphmp/pages/currenttoc.aspx
https://link.springer.com/journal/41271/volumes-and-issues/42-4
https://ir.library.louisville.edu/rgh/
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/toc/rsif/current
https://academic.oup.com/jtm/issue
https://academic.oup.com/jtm/article/29/1/taab139/6365136
https://academic.oup.com/jtm/article/29/1/taab139/6365136
https://academic.oup.com/jtm/search-results?f_Authors=Nicole+Maier
https://academic.oup.com/jtm/search-results?f_Authors=Mark+S+Riddle
https://academic.oup.com/jtm/search-results?f_Authors=Ramiro+Guti%c3%a9rrez
https://academic.oup.com/jtm/search-results?f_Authors=Jamie+A+Fraser
https://academic.oup.com/jtm/search-results?f_Authors=Patrick+Connor
https://academic.oup.com/jtm/search-results?f_Authors=Patrick+Connor
https://doi.org/10.1093/jtm/taab139
http://jvi.asm.org/content/current


 
 

 
 
The Lancet  
Jan 22, 2022  Volume 399  Number 10322  p335-410 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current 
Editorial 
Antimicrobial resistance: time to repurpose the Global Fund 
The Lancet 
Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) is a major cause of death globally, with a burden likely to be higher 
than that of HIV or malaria, according to the most comprehensive assessment of bacterial AMR to date 
published in The Lancet. The data presented in this analysis are striking: in 2019, the deaths of 4·95 
million people were associated with drug-resistant bacterial infections. 1·27 million deaths were directly 
caused by AMR. For the first time, the study provides estimates for 204 countries and territories, as 
well as data for the regional impacts of AMR. This study also reports details of AMR burden for 23 
bacterial pathogens—Escherichia coli is accountable for the most deaths—and 88 pathogen–drug 
combinations, with meticillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus causing the highest number of deaths. 
These new findings are pivotal to inform location-specific policy decisions and clinical practice. 
 
The threat of AMR has long been signalled. And the steps needed to tackle AMR—boosting public 
awareness, better surveillance, improved diagnostics, more rational use of antibiotics, access to clean 
water and sanitation, embracing One Health, and investments in new antimicrobials and vaccines—
have been consistently recommended in reports such as The Lancet Infectious Diseases Commission on 
Antibiotic Resistance in 2013 and the O’Neill report in 2016. There have been some noteworthy 
responses during the past decade. The Global Antimicrobial Resistance and Use Surveillance System 
was launched by WHO in 2015. The Fleming Fund (an aid programme supporting 24 countries across 
Africa and Asia to tackle AMR) was established in 2015. In December, 2021, G7 Finance Ministers 
issued statements to support antibiotic development. 
 
But action has been episodic and uneven, resulting in global inequities in AMR. Sub-Saharan Africa and 
south Asia have the highest burden of AMR according to the new study, likely driven by high infection 
rates and a lack of access to antibiotics, compounded by serious data gaps. Innovation has been 
extremely slow. Vaccines are available for only one of the six leading pathogens described in the study. 
The clinical pipeline for antibiotics is too small to tackle the increasing emergence and spread of AMR. 
A lot of research has described the problem of AMR, but not enough has been done to study the 
solutions or how to change the political conversation. 
 
National leaders now have an obligation to move AMR to a higher position in their political agendas. 
Research efforts should be accelerated to address knowledge and innovation gaps and to inform policy 
and practices. Access to effective antibiotics must be ensured. Above all, AMR must be seen as a global 
issue, which needs a globally coherent plan with a One Health approach. AMR has too often been 
viewed as an abstract risk to health, a potential cause of illness and death at some point in the future. 
This way of thinking makes it easy to ignore. But the new comprehensive estimates show that AMR is 
killing large numbers of people now. The harms of AMR are with us today. The COVID-19 pandemic 
could even accelerate the problem of AMR due to antibiotic misuse and prolonged hospital stays. This 
fact demands that actions to address AMR be scaled up urgently. 
 
One immediate opportunity must be seized. Later this year, The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, 
Tuberculosis and Malaria will hold its Seventh Replenishment meeting. The focus for inviting donor 
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investment is likely to remain on the three diseases that have been the hallmark of its success. 
However, the Fund is actively considering how to broaden its remit in response to a very different 
global context—notably, the need for further measures to strengthen pandemic preparedness and 
create resilient health systems in an era of climate crisis. 2022 is also the 20th anniversary of The 
Global Fund's inception. Now is the right moment to review its fundamental purpose. The Fund was 
established to invest in programmes to end the infectious diseases that cause the greatest burden of 
illness and death, especially in low-income and middle-income countries. It has proven itself a highly 
effective instrument for protecting susceptible populations from preventable and treatable diseases. 
The existing burden of AMR and its future threat should be an urgent stimulus to revise and widen The 
Global Fund's mission. It is now time for the Fund to embrace AMR as one of its core responsibilities. 
And donors should invest generously in such a renewed and reinvigorated Fund. 
 
Comment 
The health and wellbeing of Indigenous adolescents: a global collective for an equitable 
and sustainable future 
Global Collective for Indigenous Adolescent Health and Evidence-Based Action 
 
Offline: COVID-19 as culture war 
Richard Horton 
 
Viewpoint 
COVID-19 vaccine strategies must focus on severe disease and global equity 
Peter B McIntyre, et al. 
[Excerpt] 
Global COVID-19 vaccine strategies in 2022 
:: COVID-19 vaccine strategies should continue to prioritise prevention of severe disease 
:: Variants of concern such as delta and potentially omicron render strategies aimed at SARS-CoV-2 
transmission unlikely to have more than a short-term effect on preventing severe COVID-19 
:: In countries with a high prevalence of previous infection and a low proportion of the population 
being older than 60 years prioritising delivery of the first dose will have the greatest effect on 
preventing severe COVID-19 
:: In countries with a low prevalence of previous infection and a high proportion of the population 
being older than 60 years, protection against severe disease in adults requires at least two doses 
:: In people who are severely immunocompromised or older than 60 years, evidence supports booster 
doses of mRNA or adenoviral vector vaccines to prevent severe disease; booster doses for all adults 
could compromise timely global availability of first doses 
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Significance 
Research fields that hold transformative possibilities for improving the human condition also raise risks 
of negative ethical and societal outcomes. These ethical and societal risks fall outside the purview of 
most research reviews. We introduce an iterative review process that draws these fields into reflection 
and mitigation of ethical and societal risks by conditioning access to grant funding on completion of the 
process. A 1-y evaluation of our approach with an artificial intelligence funding program at our 
university suggests that this approach is well-received by researchers and positively influenced the 
design of their research. This process has also generated lists of common risks and mitigation 
strategies, to provide scaffolding for future processes. 
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Researchers in areas as diverse as computer science and political science must increasingly navigate 
the possible risks of their research to society. However, the history of medical experiments on 
vulnerable individuals influenced many research ethics reviews to focus exclusively on risks to human 
subjects rather than risks to human society. We describe an Ethics and Society Review board (ESR), 
which fills this moral gap by facilitating ethical and societal reflection as a requirement to access grant 
funding: Researchers cannot receive grant funding from participating programs until the researchers 
complete the ESR process for their proposal. Researchers author an initial statement describing their 
proposed research’s risks to society, subgroups within society, and globally and commit to mitigation 
strategies for these risks. An interdisciplinary faculty panel iterates with the researchers to refine these 
risks and mitigation strategies. We describe a mixed-method evaluation of the ESR over 1 y, in 
partnership with a large artificial intelligence grant program at our university. Surveys and interviews of 
researchers who interacted with the ESR found 100% (95% CI: 87 to 100%) were willing to continue 
submitting future projects to the ESR, and 58% (95% CI: 37 to 77%) felt that it had influenced the 
design of their research project. The ESR panel most commonly identified issues of harms to minority 
groups, inclusion of diverse stakeholders in the research plan, dual use, and representation in datasets. 
These principles, paired with possible mitigation strategies, offer scaffolding for future research 
designs. 
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Editorial 
Strengthening scientific integrity 
Download PDF 
BY Alondra Nelson, Jane Lubchenco 
11 Jan 2022: 247-24 
A robust democracy requires a common well-spring of reliable information. During his first days in 
office, US President Biden affirmed that evidence-based decision-making—informed by vigorous science 
and unimpeded by political interference—would be a pillar of his administration. He directed ambitious 
actions to implement that goal, including the creation of an interagency Scientific Integrity Task Force, 
which has just released the first-ever, comprehensive assessment of scientific integrity policy and 
practices in the US government. 
 
The task force included 48 scientists, statisticians, engineers, lawyers, and policy-makers with a 
diversity of experiences from 29 federal agencies, and it received input from hundreds of outside 
experts from academia, the nonprofit sector, industry, and the public. The group found that although 
federal agency science is generally sound—that is, reported violations of scientific integrity policies are 
small in number compared to the magnitude of the federal scientific enterprise—there have been 
lapses that could undermine public trust in science and jeopardize federal scientists’ and technologists’ 
morale and motivation to innovate. 
 
For example, during Hurricane Dorian’s approach in 2019, then US President Trump tweeted 
information contradicting the official forecast of scientists at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA). Senior political leadership then directed NOAA to issue a press release 
supporting the president’s inaccurate forecast, in effect manipulating scientific information, jeopardizing 
public safety, and undermining public confidence in government. In another instance, the Trump 
administration added a citizenship question to the 2020 census, overruling Census Bureau scientists 
who cited clear evidence that doing so would depress the response rate and could jeopardize census 
quality. 
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These and other violations informed the task force’s recommendations, including the importance of 
best practices that continually reinforce a culture of integrity across the government. The report 
recommends the creation of a permanent interagency Scientific Integrity Council to facilitate 
dissemination and uptake of best practices, and communication training for scientists so that they can 
be more effective in explaining results to their policy superiors, to the media, and to the public. It also 
emphasizes the importance of meaningful and appropriate consequences for violations. 
 
In 2009, under US President Obama, the Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP) identified six 
principles of scientific integrity: science and technology positions in the executive branch should be 
filled by candidates with appropriate experience; agencies should have rules to ensure the integrity of 
their scientific process; research that informs agency decisions should be subject to peer review; 
barring restrictions, scientific or technological findings that inform policy decisions should be available 
to the public; agencies should address instances in which the integrity of scientific and technological 
processes and information may be compromised; and agencies should adopt procedures that ensure 
the integrity of scientific and technological processes and information used to inform decision-making. 
 
Drawing on the 2021 task force report, the OSTP now proposes five additional principles. Because 
science benefits from dissent within the scientific community to sharpen ideas and thinking, scientists’ 
ability to freely voice legitimate disagreement should not be constrained. Another principle is that 
scientific integrity policies should apply to all federal agencies and departments engaged in the 
production, analysis, use, and communication of evidence, science, and technology. Moreover, these 
policies must apply to political appointees, career employees, and contractors. A further principle is 
grounded in the knowledge that science needs to be understood and actively considered during 
decision-making. Therefore, scientists should routinely participate actively in policy-making. Also, to 
promote accountability to the American public, federal scientists should be able to speak freely about 
their unclassified research, including to the press. And, accountability must be upheld. Violations of 
scientific integrity policies should be taken seriously and considered comparable to violations of 
government ethics rules. 
 
In phase two, OSTP will work to implement these best practices and make the new principles 
operational. Every day, federal scientists and technologists help to tackle the greatest challenges that 
society faces. Let’s make sure that this crucial work is supported and protected. 
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How privacy’s past may shape its future 
BY Alessandro Acquisti, Laura Brandimarte, Jeff Hancock 
20 Jan 2022: 270-272 
An account of privacy’s evolutionary roots may hold lessons for policies in the digital age  
Abstract 
Continued expansion of human activities into digital realms gives rise to concerns about digital privacy 
and its invasions, often expressed in terms of data rights and internet surveillance. It may thus be 
tempting to construe privacy as a modern phenomenon—something our ancestors lacked and 
technological innovation and urban growth made possible. Research from history, anthropology, and 
ethnography suggests otherwise. The evidence for peoples seeking to manage the boundaries of 
private and public spans time and space, social class, and degree of technological sophistication. 
Privacy—not merely hiding of data, but the selective opening and closing of the self to others—appears 
to be both culturally specific and culturally universal (1). But what could explain the simultaneous 
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universality and diversity of a human drive for privacy? An account of the evolutionary roots of privacy 
may offer an answer and teach us about privacy’s digital future and how to manage it (2). 
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Barbara A. Cohn, Piera M. Cirillo, Caitlin C. Murphy, Nickilou Y. Krigbaum, Arthur W. Wallace 
04 Nov 2021: 331-336 
Open Access 
   Vaccine protection against SARS-CoV-2 infection declined through August 2021 as the Delta variant 
emerged in the United States.   We report severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-
CoV-2) vaccine effectiveness against infection (VE-I) and death (VE-D) by vaccine type in 780,225 
veterans in the Veterans Health Administration, covering 2.7% of the US population.  
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A phase 2a clinical trial of molnupiravir in patients with COVID-19 shows accelerated 
SARS-CoV-2 RNA clearance and elimination of infectious virus 
BY William A. Fischer II, et al. 
19 Jan 2022 
Open Access 
   Molnupiravir (800-mg dose) accelerated SARS-CoV-2 RNA clearance in patients with COVID-19 
compared to placebo.  
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https://link.springer.com/journal/11017/volumes-and-issues/42-3 
Special Issue: A plea for an experimental philosophy of medicine 
Editorial Notes 
A plea for an experimental philosophy of medicine 
Andreas De Block & Kristien Hens  
   This special issue aims to explore and investigate a new subfield, namely experimental philosophy of 
medicine. Whereas experimental philosophy is relatively new on the philosophical block, some of its 
takes and findings have already shaped central debates in ethics, philosophy of action, philosophy of 
language, and epistemology. Interestingly, the approach of this program was for a long time almost 
wholly ignored within bioethics and philosophy of medicine—although this seems to have changed 
somewhat recently. In this introduction, we briefly sketch the program of experimental philosophy and 
how it can be used to shed philosophical light on issues in the philosophy of medicine. 
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