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Milestones - Perspectives 

 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Ukraine 
 
WHO - Emergency in Ukraine: external situation report #3, published 17 March 2022: 
reporting period: 11–16 March 2022    
 

 
 
The overall situation continues to deteriorate across Ukraine. To date, over 18 million people have been 
affected by the conflict. According to the latest government data compiled by the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), over three million refugees have now left Ukraine for 
surrounding countries, with over 60% of them in Poland. It is estimated that this number could rise to 
four million by July 2022. 
 
[Excerpt] 
2.2.2 Priority public health concerns 
iv. Risk of emergence and spread of infectious diseases  
Ongoing epidemics  
   A total of 35 396 new cases of COVID-19 and 556 new deaths were reported in Ukraine from 10 to 
16 March. However, the seven-day average number of polymerase chain reaction tests decreased from 
42 460 to 3913 from 23 February to 14 March, and the seven-day average number of antigen rapid 
diagnostic tests dropped from 51 484 to 3038. Therefore, the number of COVID-19 cases is likely to be 
underreported.  
Epidemic risk  
   Poor ventilation and overcrowding increase the risk of spread of respiratory infections, including 
COVID-19. Lack of access to safe water and sanitation heightens the risk of the emergence of water-
borne diseases. Of note, an outbreak of cholera was identified in Ukraine in 2011 in the Mariupol 
region, an area currently experiencing an escalation in conflict. A single case of cholera was also 
detected in the Zaporizhzhia oblast in 2016, highlighting the possibility of cholera cases occurring in 
parts of the country.  
   Suboptimal vaccination coverage of routine and childhood immunizations, including measles and 
poliomyelitis (polio), increases the risk of re-emergence and transmission of vaccine-preventable 
diseases.  
   With the arrival of spring and rising temperatures, disrupted access to safe water, sanitation and 
hygiene, and damage to homes may increase the risk of vector-borne diseases such as West Nile fever 
and tick-borne encephalitis.  
   Lack of access to barrier contraception and..increased risk of sexual and gender-based violence 
increases the risk of sexually transmitted infections … 
 

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-EURO-2022-5152-44915-63936
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-EURO-2022-5152-44915-63936
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-EURO-2022-5152-44915-63936
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-EURO-2022-5152-44915-63936


::::::  
::::::  
 
Polio Vaccination - Africa 
 
More than 80 million doses to be administered to southern African children targeted in 
mass polio vaccination drives    
18 March 2022 
Brazzaville/Lilongwe – Malawi will on Sunday launch the first round of vaccination campaigns against 
wild poliovirus type 1. More than 80 million doses will be administered to more than 23 
million children under 5 years in the four-round vaccination drive in five southern African 
countries after Malawi declared an outbreak on 17 February—the first such case in the 
country in 30 years, and the first in Africa since the region was certified free of indigenous 
wild poliovirus in 2020.  
 
The first phase of the campaigns targets 9.4 million children in Malawi, Mozambique, Tanzania and 
Zambia. Three subsequent rounds—in which Zimbabwe will also take part—are set for April, June 
and July and aim to reach over 23 million children with more than 80 million doses of the bivalent Oral 
Polio Vaccine recommended by World Health Organization (WHO) for wild poliovirus (type 1). 
 
Mass vaccinations, or supplementary vaccinations, aim to interrupt the circulation of poliovirus by 
immunizing every child under 5 years with oral polio vaccine regardless of previous immunization 
status. The objective is to reach children who are either not immunized, or only partially protected, and 
to boost immunity in those who have been immunized. Supplementary immunization is intended to 
complement—not replace—routine immunization… 
 
…The African region was declared and certified as free of indigenous wild polio in August 2020 after 
eliminating all forms of wild poliovirus. The region’s certification as wild polio-free remains unchanged. 
Laboratory analysis linked the strain detected in Malawi to the one circulating in Pakistan’s Sindh 
Province in 2019… 
 
…In preparation for the vaccination drives, trained surge teams of national officers have been deployed 
at district level to facilitate the campaign and ensure that all eligible children are vaccinated. 
Maintenance and repair of cold chain facilities are also ongoing… 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
COVID Vaccination - Africa 
 
Africa’s COVID-19 vaccine uptake increases by 15%   
17 March 2022  
Brazzaville – Africa’s COVID-19 vaccine uptake rose by 15% between January and February 
as several countries embarked on mass vaccination drives to expand coverage and protect 
populations against the adverse health impacts of the virus. 
 
Around 62 million doses were administered across the continent in February up from 54 million in 
January. The uptick was driven mainly by vaccination campaigns in populous countries 

https://www.afro.who.int/countries/malawi/news/more-80-million-doses-be-administered-southern-african-children-targeted-mass-polio-vaccination
https://www.afro.who.int/countries/malawi/news/more-80-million-doses-be-administered-southern-african-children-targeted-mass-polio-vaccination
https://www.afro.who.int/news/africas-covid-19-vaccine-uptake-increases-15


including Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ethiopia, Kenya, and Nigeria. To boost the 
COVID-19 vaccine uptake in Africa, World Health Organization (WHO), UNICEF, Gavi, the Vaccine 
Alliance, and partners are supporting mass vaccination drives in at least 10 priority countries to 
reach 100 million people by the end of April 2022… 
 
…“The vaccination drives have ignited a positive momentum against the pandemic in Africa. With every 
additional person vaccinated, the weaker the power of COVID-19 over our lives becomes,” said Dr 
Matshidiso Moeti, WHO Regional Director for Africa. “While this progress is welcome, the pace of 
vaccination across the continent needs to increase nine-fold if we are to reach our target 
of vaccinating 70% of the population by June 2022.” 
 
To date, the continent has fully vaccinated just 15% of the adult population. Of the 714 million doses 
received so far, 435 million or 61% has been administered.  Fifteen countries are yet to reach 10% of 
their population fully vaccinated. Twenty-one African countries have fully vaccinated between 10% and 
19% of their populations. Five countries have fully vaccinated between 40% and 69% of their 
populations. Only Mauritius and Seychelles have surpassed 70% vaccination coverage… 
 
As Africa strives to step up vaccine uptake, it is witnessing a sustained decline in COVID-
19 cases. Reported cases have fallen for nine straight weeks since the peak of the fourth pandemic 
wave in early January. The continent reported a 10% decline in cases in the week ending on 13 March 
compared with the week before. Deaths declined by 37% over the same period… 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
TRIPS IP Waiver - WTO Action 
 
Wall Street Journal 
World  
Countries Try to Win Support for Deal to Waive Patent Protections on Covid-19 Vaccines  
Compromise reached by U.S., EU, South Africa and India needs approval from World Trade 
Organization membership  
By Saeed Shah  
March 17, 2022 
After 18 months of fierce debate, a group of countries, including the U.S., has reached an agreement 
to waive patent protections on Covid-19 vaccines. Now they are racing to get other countries to 
support the deal at the World Trade Organization, officials involved in the discussions said. 
 
The U.S. and the European Union have reached a compromise with South Africa and India that would 
allow developing countries to manufacture Covid-19 vaccines without the permission of the holder of 
the intellectual-property rights. It also would set a precedent for future pandemics… 
 
…The U.K. and Switzerland, which have major pharmaceutical industries and opposed the waiver, 
weren’t part of the talks on the agreement. They complained of a lack of transparency around 
negotiations over the deal in a WTO meeting of all members on March 9, trade officials said… 
 
…“The difficult and protracted process has resulted in a compromise outcome,” said the U.S. Trade 
Representative. “While no agreement on text has been reached and we are in the process of consulting 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/countries-try-to-win-support-for-deal-to-waive-patent-protections-on-covid-19-vaccines-11647530740?mod=Searchresults_pos2&page=1


on the outcome, the U.S. will continue to engage with WTO Members as part of the Biden-Harris 
Administration’s comprehensive effort to get as many safe and effective vaccines to as many people as 
fast as possible.”… 
 
::::::  
 
Director-General Okonjo-Iweala hails breakthrough on TRIPS COVID-19 solution 
16 March 2022 
World Trade Organization Director-General Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala today warmly welcomed the 
breakthrough among four WTO Members on a waiver of the Trade Related Intellectual Property 
agreement for the production of vaccines against the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
“This is a major step forward and this compromise is the result of many long and difficult hours of 
negotiations. But we are not there yet. We have more work to do to ensure that we have the support 
of the entire WTO Membership,” the Director-General said.  
 
While the agreement between the European Union, India, South Africa and the United States is an 
essential element to any final deal, she cautioned that not all the details of the compromise have been 
ironed out and that internal domestic consultations within the four members are still ongoing. 
Moreover, she stressed that work must commence immediately to broaden the discussions to include 
all 164 members of the WTO. 
 
“In the WTO we decide by consensus, and this has not yet been achieved. My team and I have been 
working hard for the past three months and we are ready to roll up our sleeves again to work together 
with the TRIPS Council Chair Ambassador Lansana Gberie (Sierra Leone) to bring about a full 
agreement as quickly as possible. We are grateful to the four Members for the difficult work they have 
undertaken so far,” said Dr. Okonjo-Iweala.  
 
::::::  
 
IFPMA statement on TRIPS discussion document 
16 March 2022  [Text bolding from original] 
Following reports on the status of informal discussions led by the WTO Secretariat with the European 
Union (EU), India, South Africa, and the USA, on 16 March 2022, biopharmaceutical companies 
reaffirm their position that weakening patents now when it is widely acknowledged that 
there are no longer supply constraints of COVID-19 vaccines, sends the wrong signal.   
 
2022 kicked off with COVID-19 vaccine production from both developing and developed country 
manufacturers reaching 12 billion within a year of the first vaccine being authorized. Today industry is 
able to produce over a billion vaccine each month. COVAX is now fully meeting its commitments. Since 
the beginning of 2022, there has been broad consensus that the challenge now is how to get the 
vaccines into the arms of people who need them, rather than vaccine supply. When the IP TRIPS 
Waiver was first proposed in 2020, it was to the wrong solution to the problem of scaling up 
manufacturing of potential COVID-19 vaccines which at the time had not yet even been 
authorized. Now the problem of supply has been addressed thanks to unprecedented 
collaboration involving companies from industrialized and developing countries, the TRIPS 
Waiver is not only the wrong solution, it is also an outdated proposal, that has been 
overtaken by events. 

https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news22_e/dgno_16mar22_e.htm
https://www.ifpma.org/resource-centre/statement-ifpma-trips-discussion-document/


 
Weakening intellectual property (IP) will do nothing to help the scaling up of vaccine manufacturing. 
There is a broad consensus among experts that waiving patents would not add a single additional 
vaccine dose, because technology transfer goes far beyond the patent, is built on trust, know-how 
sharing and voluntary licensing. This is exactly what manufacturers have done on an unprecedented 
scale. As of now, there are 371 collaborations on vaccines manufacturing and 155 for therapeutics and, 
in addition, the multiple announcements of partnerships to improve geographical diversity of vaccine 
production, are proof in themselves that the proposed IP TRIPS waiver is unnecessary and 
irrelevant, at worst sends the wrong signal at the wrong time. 
 
The IP TRIPS Waiver proposals should be recognized for what they are – political posturing that are at 
best a distraction, at worse creating uncertainty that can undermine innovation’s ability to respond to 
the current and future response to pandemics. The current proposals should be shelved; and the 
focus should be directed, to admittedly more difficult actions that will change lives for the 
better: supporting country readiness, contributing to equitable distribution, and driving innovation (Ref 
Three priorities to urgently increase access to COVID-19 vaccines). 
 
::::::  
          
OXFAM - Media reaction in response to reports of a compromise on the vaccines TRIPS 
waiver  
16 March 2022   OXFAM 
In response to reports of a potential compromise agreed by the EU, South Africa, India and the US for 
a waiver of intellectual property rules for COVID vaccines, Max Lawson, Head of Inequality Policy for 
Oxfam and co-chair of the People's Vaccine Alliance, said:  
    “After almost 18 months of stalling and millions of deaths, the EU has climbed down and finally 
admitted that intellectual property rules and pharmaceutical monopolies are a barrier to vaccinating the 
world. This is a tribute to millions of campaigners across the world who have demanded a Peoples 
Vaccine, but this leaked proposal is not the comprehensive TRIPS waiver demanded by over 100 
governments. Unless it is significantly improved it will not do enough to bring an end to vaccine 
apartheid and ensure access for all. 
    “As it stands, this proposal seems to do little to address patents beyond the existing flexibilities in 
the TRIPS agreement. It ignores other intellectual property barriers like trade secrets which stand in 
the way of vaccine manufacturers. And by focusing only on vaccines and kicking the issue of COVID-19 
treatments into the long grass, it will leave life-saving treatments out of reach for millions. 
    “In a crisis, half measures are not acceptable. Every barrier to accessing these crucial vaccines and 
treatments must be cleared away. We urge member states to return to the negotiating table and come 
back with a comprehensive waiver that will work to cut short this pandemic and guarantee everyone is 
protected."  
Notes to editors 
The People’s Vaccine Alliance is a coalition of nearly 100 organizations and networks, supported by 
Nobel Laureates, health experts, economists, Heads of States, faith leaders and activists, working 
together for a People’s Vaccine, available free of charge to everyone, everywhere. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
:::::: 
 

https://www.ifpma.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Press_Release_Three-Priorities-Increase-Acccess-COVID-19-Vaccines-2.pdf
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/media-reaction-response-reports-compromise-vaccines-trips-waiver
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/media-reaction-response-reports-compromise-vaccines-trips-waiver
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/media-reaction-response-reports-compromise-vaccines-trips-waiver
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/media-reaction-response-reports-compromise-vaccines-trips-waiver
https://peoplesvaccine.org/


Coronavirus [COVID-19] - WHO 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019  
 
Weekly Epidemiological and Operational updates  
Last update: 18 Mar 2022 
Confirmed cases ::     464 809 377 
Confirmed deaths ::         6 062 536 
Vaccine doses administered:  10 925 055 390 
 
:::::: 
 
17 March 2022  
Speech 
WHO Director-General's opening remarks at the Member State Information Session on 
COVID-19 - 17 March 2022 
 
16 March 2022  
Speech 
WHO Director-General's opening remarks at the WHO press conference – 16 March 2022 
 
:::::: 
 
Weekly epidemiological update on COVID-19 - 15 March 2022 
Overview  
   After a consistent decrease in the number of new COVID-19 cases reported globally on a weekly 
basis since the end of January 2022, during the week of 7 through 13 March 2022, the number of 
new weekly cases has increased by 8% as compared to the previous week. Across the six 
WHO regions, over 11 million new cases and just over 43 000 new deaths were reported. As of 13 
March 2022, over 455 million confirmed cases and over 6 million deaths have been reported globally. 
   At the regional level, the Western Pacific Region, the African Region and the European Region 
reported an increase in new weekly cases of 29%, 12% and 2%, respectively, as compared with the 
previous week; while a decrease has been reported by the Eastern Mediterranean Region (-24%), the 
South-East Asia Region (-21%) and the Region of the Americas (-20%).   
   The number of new weekly deaths decreased globally by 17%. At the regional level, the 
Western Pacific Region reported an increase in new weekly deaths (+12%), while decreases were 
reported by the Eastern Mediterranean Region (-49%), the African Region (-41%), Europe Region (-
23%), the Region of the Americas and South-East Asia Region (both -15%). 
   In this edition we provide: 
- Updates on the new WHO Designation of SARS-CoV-2 Variants  
- Updates on the geographic distribution of circulating SARS-CoV-2 variants of concern (VOCs), 

including the spread and prevalence of the Omicron variant. 
- Special Focus: Contact tracing and quarantine in the context of the Omicron SARS-CoV-2 variant: 

interim guidance 
 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-member-state-information-session-on-covid-19---17-march-2022
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-member-state-information-session-on-covid-19---17-march-2022
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-member-state-information-session-on-covid-19---17-march-2022
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-member-state-information-session-on-covid-19---17-march-2022
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-member-state-information-session-on-covid-19---17-march-2022
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-who-press-conference-16-march-2022
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-who-press-conference-16-march-2022
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-who-press-conference-16-march-2022
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-who-press-conference-16-march-2022
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update-on-covid-19---15-march-2022


 
 

:::::: 
::::::  
 
Status of COVID-19 Vaccines within WHO EUL/PQ evaluation process 02 March 2022 

[Full scale view available at title link above] 
[Updated on 02 March 2022] 

 
:::::: 
 
COVID Vaccines/Therapeutics - Developer/Manufacturer Announcements  
[Selected press releases/announcements from organizations from WHO EUL/PQ listing above and other 
organizations] 
 
AstraZeneca 
Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified   
  
Bharat Biotech  
Press Releases   
Mar 16: Bharat Biotech and Biofabri partner to develop, manufacture and distribute a novel 
TB vaccine, MTBVAC  
 
BioCubaFarma – Cuba 
Últimas Noticias  - Website not leading at inquiry 
 
Biontech 
Press Releases    
Pfizer and BioNTech Submit for U.S. Emergency Use Authorization of an Additional Booster 
Dose of their COVID-19 Vaccine for Older Adults  
15 March 2022 
 
CanSinoBIO 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj69NvWpojvAhXORTABHU7pCfEQFjAAegQIAxAD&url=https%3A%2F%2Fextranet.who.int%2Fpqweb%2Fkey-resources%2Fdocuments%2Fstatus-covid-19-vaccines-within-who-eulpq-evaluation-process&usg=AOvVaw2ZuZgAiQ_JV1xYYPsr0GGJ
https://www.astrazeneca.com/media-centre/press-releases.html
https://www.bharatbiotech.com/press_releases.html
https://www.bharatbiotech.com/images/press/bharat-biotech-and-biofabri-partner-to-develop-manufacture-and-distribute-tb-vaccine-mtbvac.pdf
https://www.bharatbiotech.com/images/press/bharat-biotech-and-biofabri-partner-to-develop-manufacture-and-distribute-tb-vaccine-mtbvac.pdf
https://www.astrazeneca.com/content/astraz/media-centre/press-releases/2021/astrazeneca-360m-irish-manufacturing-investment.html
https://www.astrazeneca.com/content/astraz/media-centre/press-releases/2021/astrazeneca-360m-irish-manufacturing-investment.html
https://www.biocubafarma.cu/noticias/noticias.php?TOp=2
https://investors.biontech.de/press-releases
https://investors.biontech.de/news-releases/news-release-details/pfizer-and-biontech-submit-us-emergency-use-authorization
https://investors.biontech.de/news-releases/news-release-details/pfizer-and-biontech-submit-us-emergency-use-authorization


News - [Website not responding at inquiry]   
 
Clover Biopharmaceuticals - China 
News   
Mar 17,2022 
Clover’s COVID-19 Vaccine Candidate Demonstrates Durable High Protection and Immune 
Responses Against Omicron as a Booster 
--100% efficacy maintained against severe COVID-19 and 95% efficacy against hospitalization at five 
months after second dose of SCB-2019 (CpG 1018/Alum)-- 
 --Significant neutralizing antibodies against Omicron induced by SCB-2019 (CpG 1018/Alum) third dose 
in both homologous and heterologous booster settings-- 
 
Curevac  [Bayer Ag – Germany] 
News   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Gamaleya National Center 
Latest News and Events - See Russia below. 
 
IMBCAMS, China 
Home  - Website not responding at inquiry   
 
Janssen/JNJ 
Press Releases   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Moderna 
Press Releases   
March 17, 2022 
Moderna Submits Amendment to the Emergency Use Authorization for an Additional 
Booster Dose of its COVID-19 Vaccine in the U.S. 
 
March 17, 2022 
Health Canada Authorizes Moderna’s COVID-19 Vaccine in Children (6-11 Years) 
 
March 16, 2022 
Moderna and the Japanese Government Reach an Agreement to Supply Japan with 
Additional 70 Million Doses of Moderna's COVID-19 Booster Vaccine 
 
Novavax 
Press Releases - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Pfizer 
Recent Press Releases   
03.15.2022  
Pfizer and BioNTech Submit for U.S. Emergency Use Authorization of an Additional Booster 
Dose of their COVID-19 Vaccine for Older Adults 
 
Sanofi Pasteur 
Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified   

http://116.255.206.169:8080/html/1/179/180/index.html
https://www.cloverbiopharma.com/news.html
https://ir.cloverbiopharma.com/news-releases/news-release-details/clovers-covid-19-vaccine-candidate-demonstrates-durable-high
https://ir.cloverbiopharma.com/news-releases/news-release-details/clovers-covid-19-vaccine-candidate-demonstrates-durable-high
https://www.curevac.com/en/newsroom/news/
https://gamaleya.org/en/news/poslednie-novosti-i-sobytiya/
https://www.imbcams.ac.cn/Category_2142/Index.aspx
https://www.janssen.com/news
https://investors.modernatx.com/news-releases
https://investors.modernatx.com/news/news-details/2022/Moderna-Submits-Amendment-to-the-Emergency-Use-Authorization-for-an-Additional-Booster-Dose-of-its-COVID-19-Vaccine-in-the-U.S/default.aspx
https://investors.modernatx.com/news/news-details/2022/Moderna-Submits-Amendment-to-the-Emergency-Use-Authorization-for-an-Additional-Booster-Dose-of-its-COVID-19-Vaccine-in-the-U.S/default.aspx
https://investors.modernatx.com/news/news-details/2022/Health-Canada-Authorizes-Modernas-COVID-19-Vaccine-in-Children-6-11-Years/default.aspx
https://investors.modernatx.com/news/news-details/2022/Moderna-and-the-Japanese-Government-Reach-an-Agreement-to-Supply-Japan-with-Additional-70-Million-Doses-of-Modernas-COVID-19-Booster-Vaccine/default.aspx
https://investors.modernatx.com/news/news-details/2022/Moderna-and-the-Japanese-Government-Reach-an-Agreement-to-Supply-Japan-with-Additional-70-Million-Doses-of-Modernas-COVID-19-Booster-Vaccine/default.aspx
https://ir.novavax.com/press-releases
https://www.pfizer.com/news
https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/pfizer-and-biontech-submit-us-emergency-use-authorization
https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/pfizer-and-biontech-submit-us-emergency-use-authorization
https://www.sanofi.com/en/media-room/press-releases/2022


 
Serum Institute of India 
NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Shifa Pharmed [Iran] 
http://shafapharmed.com/ 
No news page identified. 
 
Sinopharm/WIBPBIBP 
News  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Sinovac 
Press Releases   
Chile Research: CoronaVac® is safe and likely to confer protection against infection caused 
by SARS-CoV-2 variants in participants aged 3-17 years old  
2022/03/16 
 
Chile Study: The World's First Real-World Study on the Effectiveness of CoronaVac Among 
Children 3 to 5 Years Old During Omicron Outbreak  
2022/03/16 
 
Latest Real-World Data Show Two-shots of CoronaVac® Provides 74.5% Protection 
Against COVID-19 For Children and Adolescents  
2022/03/16 
 
Vector State Research Centre of Viralogy and Biotechnology 
Home   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Zhifei Longcom, China 
[Anhui Zhifei Longcom Biologic Pharmacy Co., Ltd.] 

[No website identified] 
 
::::::  
 
GSK 
Press releases for media  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Merck 
News releases  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Novartis 
News  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
SK Biosciences 
Press releases   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Valneva 
Press Releases   - No new digest announcements identified   

https://www.seruminstitute.com/
http://shafapharmed.com/
http://www.sinopharm.com/en/g1363/m4173.aspx
http://www.sinovac.com/news/news.php?class2=154&lang=en
http://www.sinovac.com/news/shownews.php?id=1417&lang=en
http://www.sinovac.com/news/shownews.php?id=1417&lang=en
http://www.sinovac.com/news/shownews.php?id=1421&lang=en
http://www.sinovac.com/news/shownews.php?id=1421&lang=en
http://www.sinovac.com/news/shownews.php?id=1418&lang=en
http://www.sinovac.com/news/shownews.php?id=1418&lang=en
http://www.istc.int/en/institute/10150
https://www.gsk.com/en-gb/media/
https://www.merck.com/media/news/
https://www.novartis.com/news/news-archive?type=media_release
https://www.skbioscience.co.kr/en/news/news_01
https://valneva.com/media/


 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UNICEF COVID-19 Vaccine Market Dashboard :: Agreements Table Accessed 19 Mar 2022 
An overview of information collected from publicly announced bilateral and multilateral supply 
agreements [no new agreements since 10/22/2021 reported] 

 

 
 
 

::::::  
:::::: 
 
COVID-19 Global Targets and Progress Tracker - IMF 
   The COVID-19 Global Targets and Progress Tracker presents a consolidated view of the progress 
towards global COVID-19 targets, barriers in access to COVID-19 tools, and delivery of donor pledges. 
The global targets presented in the Tracker are based on an alignment of the targets identified in the 
IMF Pandemic Proposal, ACT-A Strategic Plan & Budget, and the US-hosted Global C19 Summit, and as 
such have been reaffirmed by multilateral institutions and global leaders. We will continue to enhance 
the tracker as we improve our data collection efforts. 
 

 

https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiNmE0YjZiNzUtZjk2OS00ZTg4LThlMzMtNTRhNzE0NzA4YmZlIiwidCI6Ijc3NDEwMTk1LTE0ZTEtNGZiOC05MDRiLWFiMTg5MjAyMzY2NyIsImMiOjh9&pageName=ReportSectiona329b3eafd86059a947b
https://www.imf.org/en/Topics/imf-and-covid19/COVID-19-Global-Targets-and-Progress-Tracker


:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Global Dashboard on COVID-19 Vaccine Equity 
The Dashboard is a joint initiative of UNDP, WHO and the University of Oxford with cooperation across 
the UN system, anchored in the SDG 3 Global Action Plan for Healthy Lives and Well-being for All. 
 
Dashboard on Vaccine Equity [accessed 19 Mar 2022]: https://data.undp.org/vaccine-equity/ 
See also visualization on Vaccine Access and Vaccine Affordability 
 

  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 

 
Global COVID-19 Access Tracker 
https://www.covid19globaltracker.org/ 
 

 
 
::::::  
:::::: 

https://data.undp.org/vaccine-equity/
https://data.undp.org/vaccine-equity/accessibility/
https://data.undp.org/vaccine-equity/affordability/
https://www.covid19globaltracker.org/


 
Duke – Launch and Scale Speedometer 
The Race for Global COVID-19 Vaccine Equity 
   A flurry of nearly 200 COVID-19 vaccine candidates are moving forward through the development 
and clinical trials processes at unprecedented speed; more than ten candidates are already in Phase 3 
large-scale trials and several have received emergency or limited authorization. Our team has 
aggregated and analyzed publicly available data to track the flow of procurement and manufacturing 
and better understand global equity challenges. We developed a data framework of relevant variables 
and conducted desk research of publicly available information to identify COVID vaccine candidates and 
status, deals and ongoing negotiations for procurement and manufacturing, COVID burden by country, 
and allocation and distribution plans. We have also conducted interviews with public officials in key 
countries to better understand the context and challenges facing vaccine allocation and distribution 
[accessed 24 July 2021] 
See our COVID Vaccine Purchases research 
See our COVID Vaccine Manufacturing research 
See our COVID Vaccine Donations & Exports research 

 

 

https://launchandscalefaster.org/COVID-19
https://launchandscalefaster.org/covid-19/vaccinepurchases
https://launchandscalefaster.org/covid-19/vaccinemanufacturing
https://launchandscalefaster.org/covid-19/vaccinedonations


:::::: 
:::::: 
 
COVID Vaccines – OCHA:: HDX 
 
COVID-19 Data Explorer: Global Humanitarian Operations 
COVID-19 Vaccine Roll-out 
19 Mar 2022 | COVAX (WHO,GAVI,CEPI), UNDESA, Press Reports | DATA 
Global COVID-19 Figures:  465M total confirmed cases;  6.1M total confirmed deaths 
Global vaccines administered: 11.0B   
Number of Countries: 28  
COVAX Allocations Round 4-9 (Number of Doses): 170M   
COVAX Delivered (Number of Doses): 260M   
Other Delivered (Number of Doses): 260M   
Total Delivered (Number of Doses): 520M   
Total Administered (Number of Doses): 350M 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Multilateral Leaders Task Force on COVID-19 [IMF, World Bank Group, WHO, WTO] 
https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data 
   A global effort to help developing countries access and deliver COVID-19 vaccines, testing, and 
therapeutics, as they work to end the pandemic and boost economic recovery.  
   The International Monetary Fund, World Bank Group, World Health Organization and World Trade 
Organization have joined forces to accelerate access to COVID-19 vaccines, therapeutics and 
diagnostics by leveraging multilateral finance and trade solutions, particularly in low- and middle-
income countries.  
    Website accessed 19 Mar 2022: https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data  The global view below is 
complemented by country-specific dashboards here. 
 

 
 

::::::  
:::::: 
 
Our World in Data 

https://data.humdata.org/visualization/covid19-humanitarian-operations/?layer=covid-19_vaccine_roll-out
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/covid-19-vaccine-doses-in-hrp-countries
https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data
https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data
https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data/countries


Coronavirus (COVID-19) Vaccinations   [Accessed 19 Mar 2022] 
- 64% of the world population has received at least one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine. 

10.99 billion doses have been administered globally, and 17.03 million are now administered each 
day.  
Only 14.4% of people in low-income countries have received at least one dose. 

 

 

 

https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations
https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations#what-share-of-the-population-has-received-at-least-one-dose-of-the-covid-19-vaccine
https://ourworldindata.org/explorers/coronavirus-data-explorer?zoomToSelection=true&pickerSort=asc&pickerMetric=location&Interval=Cumulative&Relative+to+Population=false&Align+outbreaks=false&country=~OWID_WRL&Metric=Vaccine+doses
https://ourworldindata.org/explorers/coronavirus-data-explorer?zoomToSelection=true&pickerSort=asc&pickerMetric=location&Interval=7-day+rolling+average&Relative+to+Population=false&Align+outbreaks=false&country=~OWID_WRL&Metric=Vaccine+doses
https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/share-people-vaccinated-covid?country=High+income~Upper+middle+income~Lower+middle+income~Low+income


:::::: 
:::::: 
 
U.S.: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 
HHS 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BARDA – U.S. Department of HHS   [to 19 Mar 2022] 
https://aspr.hhs.gov/newsroom/Pages/NewsRoomHome.aspx 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
FDA 
Press Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
Vaccines and Related Biological Products Advisory Committee- FDA  
https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/blood-vaccines-and-other-biologics/vaccines-and-related-
biological-products-advisory-committee 
Calendar 
No calendar announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
White House [U.S.]    [to 19 Mar 2022] 
Briefing Room – Selected Major COVID Announcements 
FACT SHEET: Biden Administration Launches Effort to Improve Ventilation and Reduce the 
Spread of COVID-⁠19 in Buildings  
March 17, 2022 • Statements and Releases  
 
Statement by President Joe Biden on the White House COVID-⁠19 Response Coordinator  
March 17, 2022 • Statements and Releases  
   …To lead this effort, I am excited to name Dr. Ashish Jha as the new White House COVID-19 
Response Coordinator. Dr. Jha is one of the leading public health experts in America, and a well known 
figure to many Americans from his wise and calming public presence. And as we enter a new moment 
in the pandemic – executing on my National COVID-19 Preparedness Plan and managing the ongoing 
risks from COVID – Dr. Jha is the perfect person for the job. 
   I appreciate both Jeff and Dr. Jha for working closely to ensure a smooth transition, and I look 
forward to continued progress in the months ahead. 
 
FACT SHEET: Consequences of Lack of Funding for Efforts to Combat COVID-⁠19 if Congress 
Does Not Act  
March 15, 2022 • Statements and Releases  

https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/index.html
https://aspr.hhs.gov/newsroom/Pages/NewsRoomHome.aspx
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/fda-newsroom/press-announcements
https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/blood-vaccines-and-other-biologics/vaccines-and-related-biological-products-advisory-committee
https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/blood-vaccines-and-other-biologics/vaccines-and-related-biological-products-advisory-committee
https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/advisory-committee-calendar
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/03/17/fact-sheet-biden-administration-launches-effort-to-improve-ventilation-and-reduce-the-spread-of-covid-19-in-buildings/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/03/17/fact-sheet-biden-administration-launches-effort-to-improve-ventilation-and-reduce-the-spread-of-covid-19-in-buildings/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/03/17/statement-by-president-joe-biden-on-the-white-house-covid-19-response-coordinator/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/03/15/fact-sheet-consequences-of-lack-of-funding-for-efforts-to-combat-covid-19-if-congress-does-not-act/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/03/15/fact-sheet-consequences-of-lack-of-funding-for-efforts-to-combat-covid-19-if-congress-does-not-act/


 
 
U.S. Department of State   [to 19 Mar 2022] 
https://www.state.gov/coronavirus/releases/ 
Press Statement 
The United States Shares 500 Million COVID-19 Vaccine Doses Worldwide  
Antony J. Blinken March 17, 2022  
   The United States has now shared over 500 million safe and effective COVID-19 vaccine doses, free 
of cost, to more than 110 countries and economies around the world – for the sole purpose of saving 
lives. 
   Since the start of the pandemic, we have provided nearly $20 billion in health, humanitarian, 
economic, and development assistance to over 120 countries, including rapid response support for 
urgent health needs and technical assistance to expand vaccine access.  We have also invested and 
supported the expansion of regional COVID-19 vaccine manufacturing in Africa and Asia. Today, we 
continue to work tirelessly with governments and international organizations, vaccine producers, NGOs, 
the private sector, and others to deliver vaccines, get shots in arms, increase testing and treatment, 
support and protect healthcare workers, and more.  Our recently announced COVID-19 Global Action 
Plan provides a clear roadmap for this international coordination… 
 
 
USAID [to 19 Mar 2022] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/2021 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Announcements 
News 
USAID Announces an Additional $12.8 million in Assistance to Malawi  
March 18, 2022 
The U.S. Government, through the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), has 
announced an additional $12.8 million in assistance for Malawi to tackle food insecurity, strengthen 
anti-corruption efforts and respond to Tropical Cyclone Ana. 
 
Marking Delivery of Half a Billion U.S.-Donated COVID-19 Vaccines  
March 17, 2022 
Today, the United States has delivered half a billion COVID-19 vaccines, all donated free of charge, to 
more than 110 countries in every region of the world—more doses than any other nation. For every 
shot we have given in the United States, nearly one has been shipped abroad. Today marks an 
important milestone in reaching President Biden’s extraordinary pledge to donate more than 1.2 billion 
safe and effective shots worldwide, with no expectations in return. 
 
The United States Announces nearly $585 Million in New Humanitarian Assistance for the 
People of Yemen as Crisis Threatens Millions of Lives  
March 16, 2022 
Today, the U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken announced nearly $585 million in humanitarian 
assistance for the people of Yemen at the 2022 High-Level Pledging Event for the Humanitarian Crisis 
in Yemen. In recent weeks, life-saving humanitarian programs in Yemen have been halted or forced to 
scale back significantly due to a lack of resources. This newly announced funding will enable continued 
provision of life-saving aid for Yemen’s most vulnerable people amid the intensifying conflict and the 
country’s devastating economic deterioration. The United States remains one of the largest donors of 

https://www.state.gov/coronavirus/releases/
https://www.state.gov/the-united-states-shares-500-million-covid-19-vaccine-doses-worldwide/
https://www.state.gov/the-covid-19-global-action-meeting/
https://www.state.gov/the-covid-19-global-action-meeting/
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/2021
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/mar-18-2022-usaid-announces-additional-128-million-assistance-malawi
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/mar-17-2022-marking-delivery-half-billion-us-donated-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/mar-16-2022-united-states-announces-nearly-585-million-new-humanitarian-assistance-yemen
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/mar-16-2022-united-states-announces-nearly-585-million-new-humanitarian-assistance-yemen


humanitarian assistance to Yemen, providing nearly $4.5 billion since the conflict began seven years 
ago. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Europe: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 
European Medicines Agency 
News & Press Releases        
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control  
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en 
Latest Updates [Selected] 
Publication 
Guidance for the prevention and control of COVID-19 in temporary reception centres in the 
context of the large numbers of people fleeing Ukraine  
Technical report - 18 Mar 2022  
 
News 
COVID-19 testing, vaccination and implementation of protective measures recommended 
for reception centres of displaced people from Ukraine  
 
:::::: 
 

 

 
 

Accessed 19 Mar 2022 
https://vaccinetracker.ecdc.europa.eu/public/extensions/COVID-19/vaccine-tracker.html#uptake-tab 

 
:::::: 
 
European Commission  

https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/search/search/ema_editorial_content/ema_news?sort=field_ema_computed_date_field&order=desc
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/guidance-prevention-control-covid-19-temporary-reception-centres-people-fleeing-ukraine
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/guidance-prevention-control-covid-19-temporary-reception-centres-people-fleeing-ukraine
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/covid-19-testing-vaccination-and-implementation-protective-measures-recommended
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/covid-19-testing-vaccination-and-implementation-protective-measures-recommended
https://vaccinetracker.ecdc.europa.eu/public/extensions/COVID-19/vaccine-tracker.html#uptake-tab


https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/home/en    
Latest  [Selected] 
Press release  18 March 2022 
Ukraine refugees: Operational guidelines to support Member States in applying the 
Temporary Protection Directive 
Today, the Commission is presenting operational guidelines to support Member States in applying the 
Directive. 
Russian and Belarussian oligarchs, has now stepped up its action at international level.  
 
Press release   16 March 2022 
Yemen: Commission pledges €154 million for conflict-affected people 
   The European Commission has today announced €154 million for 2022 to support those most in need 
in Yemen at the high-level pledging event for Yemen co-hosted by the United Nations, Sweden and 
Switzerland. 
 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Africa: COVID-19 – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/home/en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_1727
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_1727
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_1784


 
 

Accessed 19 Mar 2022. Full scale, interactive dashboard available at:  
https://africacdc.org/covid-19-vaccination/ 

 
::::::   
:::::: 
 
Russia: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 
Russia: Sputnik V – “the first registered COVID-19 vaccine”   
https://sputnikvaccine.com/newsroom/pressreleases/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
India: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 
https://www.mohfw.gov.in/ 

 

 
 

Government of India – Press Information Bureau 
Latest Press Releases 
COVID-19 UPDATE 
Posted On: 19 MAR 2022 9:24AM by PIB Delhi  
- 181.04 cr vaccine doses have been administered so far under Nationwide Vaccination Drive 
- India's Active caseload currently stands at 27,802 
- Active cases stand at 0.06% 
- Recovery Rate currently at 98.73% 
- 3,383 recoveries in the last 24 hours increases Total Recoveries to 4,24,61,926 
- 2,075 new cases recorded in the last 24 hours 
- Daily positivity rate (0.56%) 
- Weekly Positivity Rate (0.41%) 

https://africacdc.org/covid-19-vaccination/
https://sputnikvaccine.com/newsroom/pressreleases/
https://www.mohfw.gov.in/
https://pib.gov.in/indexm.aspx
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetailm.aspx?PRID=1807215


- 78.22 cr Total Tests conducted so far; 3,70,514 tests conducted in the last 24 hours 
 
Indian Council for Medical Research (ICMR)  
https://www.icmr.gov.in/media.html  
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 

::::::  
:::::: 
 
China: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 
[See China CDC below] 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 

Emergencies 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
https://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/ 
 
Polio this week as of 16 March 2022 
 
Summary of new WPV and cVDPV viruses this week (AFP cases and ES positives):  
– DR Congo: three cVDPV2 cases 
– Nigeria: one cVDPV2 case 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Disease Outbreak News (DONs)  
No new reports identified. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
WHO/OCHA Emergencies 
 
Editor’s Note: 
WHO has issued a single situation report on Ukraine [5 March 2022  Emergency in Ukraine – Situation 
Report 1] which we featured in last week’s edition.  Ukraine has not yet been listed in the omnibus 
inventory on WHO emergencies below. 
 
 
Health emergencies list - WHO 

https://www.icmr.gov.in/media.html
https://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
https://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/disease-outbreak-news
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/emergency-in-ukraine---situation-report-1
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/emergency-in-ukraine---situation-report-1
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations


“The health emergencies list details the disease outbreaks, disasters and humanitarian crises where 
WHO plays an essential role in supporting countries to respond to and recover from emergencies with 
public health consequences.” 
Afghanistan crisis  
Measles vaccination campaign kicks off in Afghanistan to fight ongoing outbreak: around 
1.2 million children in 24 provinces to get vaccinated  14 March 2022  
 
Crisis in Northern Ethiopia   [Last apparent update: 1 June 2021] 
 
Ebola outbreak, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 2021  [Last apparent update: 17 Aug 2021] 
 
Ebola outbreak outbreak, N'Zerekore, Guinea, 2021  [Last apparent update: 17 Aug 2021] 
 
Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic  [See COVID above] 
 
Ebola outbreak, Equateur Province, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 2020  
[Last apparent update: 17 Aug 2021] 
 
Ebola outbreak, North Kivu, Ituri, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 2018 – 2020   
[Last apparent update: 17 Aug 2021] 
 
Ebola outbreak, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 2018  [Last apparent update: 24 July 2018] 
 
Yemen crisis  [Last apparent update: 12 February 2021] 
 
Syria crisis  [Last apparent update: 18 June 2021] 
 
Somalia crisis   [Last apparent update: 24 March 2018] 
 
Nigeria crisis   [Last apparent update: 1 Oct 2021] 
 
Ebola outbreak, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 2017     [Last apparent update: 17 Aug 
2021] 
 
Zika virus disease outbreak, 2015-2016  [Last apparent update: 24 Jan 2020] 
 
Ebola outbreak: West Africa, 2014-2016  [Last apparent update: 17 Aug 2021] 
 
Iraq crisis   [Last apparent update: 9 Jan 2008] 
 
South Sudan crisis  [Last apparent update: 23 Sep 2020] 
 
Avian influenza A (H7N9) virus outbreak   [Last apparent update: 13 September 2021] 
 
Middle East respiratory syndrome (MERS-CoV) outbreak  [Last apparent update: 8 July 2019] 
 
Influenza A (H1N1) virus, 2009-2010 pandemic  [Last apparent update: 10 Aug 2010] 
 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/afghanistan-crisis
http://www.emro.who.int/afg/afghanistan-news/measles-vaccination-kicks-off-in-afghanistan-to-fight-ongoing-outbreak-around-12-million-children-in-24-provinces-to-get-vaccinated.html?format=html
http://www.emro.who.int/afg/afghanistan-news/measles-vaccination-kicks-off-in-afghanistan-to-fight-ongoing-outbreak-around-12-million-children-in-24-provinces-to-get-vaccinated.html?format=html
http://www.emro.who.int/afg/afghanistan-news/measles-vaccination-kicks-off-in-afghanistan-to-fight-ongoing-outbreak-around-12-million-children-in-24-provinces-to-get-vaccinated.html?format=html
http://www.emro.who.int/afg/afghanistan-news/measles-vaccination-kicks-off-in-afghanistan-to-fight-ongoing-outbreak-around-12-million-children-in-24-provinces-to-get-vaccinated.html?format=html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/crisis-in-tigray-ethiopia
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/ebola-2021-north-kivu
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/ebola-2021-north-kivu
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/ebola-2021-nzerekore-guinea
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/ebola-2021-nzerekore-guinea
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/ebola-health-update---équateur-province-democratic-republic-of-the-congo-2020
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/ebola-health-update---équateur-province-democratic-republic-of-the-congo-2020
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/Ebola-2019-drc-
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/Ebola-2019-drc-
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/Ebola-2018-drc
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/Ebola-2018-drc
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/yemen-crisis
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/yemen-crisis
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/syria-crisis
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/syria-crisis
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/somalia-crisis
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/somalia-crisis
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/nigeria-crisis
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/ebola-outbreak-2017---drc
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/ebola-outbreak-2017---drc
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/zika-virus-outbreak
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/zika-virus-outbreak
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/ebola-outbreak-2014-2016-West-Africa
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/ebola-outbreak-2014-2016-West-Africa
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/iraq-crisis
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/iraq-crisis
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/south-sudan-crisis
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/south-sudan-crisis
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/avian-influenza-a-(h7n9)-virus-outbreak
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/middle-east-respiratory-syndrome-outbreak
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/middle-east-respiratory-syndrome-outbreak
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/influenza-a-(h1n1)-outbreak
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/influenza-a-(h1n1)-outbreak


:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Current Emergencies 
Current Corporate Emergencies 
Afghanistan 
No new updates identified. 
 
Northern Ethiopia 
Ethiopia - Northern Ethiopia Humanitarian Update Situation Report, 17 March 2022 
HIGHLIGHTS 
- With the Meher planting season a month away, only 4,000 tonnes of improved seed (of 49,000 

tonnes required) is available in Tigray.  
- Thanks to the batch received through UNHAS, 117,870 animals were vaccinated during the 

reporting period, and 2.93 million vaccinated since 7 July 2021 in Tigray (24% of target).  
- Only 5 of 100 large rubber tents required in Jara IDP site in North Wollo Zone, Amhara are in place. 

Additional plastic sheets also required for 150,000 IDPs to be relocated there.  
- 11 schools are sheltering IDPs in Afdera and Kori woredas in Afar and an additional 198 schools 

remain closed due to insecurity, impacting more than 48,000 children. 
 

Ukraine 
Ukraine: Humanitarian Impact Situation Report (As of 3:00 p.m. (EET) on 18 March 2022) 
:: Now in its fourth week, the ongoing military offensive has already caused 2,149 civilian casualties, 
including 816 killed, according to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR). The 
actual figures are likely much higher as fierce clashes continue across the country. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 19 Mar 2022]  
https://www.who.int/ 
News  [Selected]  
15 March 2022  
Departmental news 
WHO and Kuaishou Technology provide access to COVID-19 information and mental health 
tips 
 
14 March 2022  
Departmental news 
WHO released a new operational guide to promote COVID-19 vaccination uptake and 
tackle vaccine hesitancy among refugees and migrants 
 
13 March 2022  
Statement 
Stop attacks on health care in Ukraine 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Director General Speeches  [selected]  

https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
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https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/ethiopia-northern-ethiopia-humanitarian-update-situation-report-17-mar-2022
https://www.unocha.org/ukraine
https://reliefweb.int/node/3829024
https://www.who.int/
https://www.who.int/news/item/15-03-2022-who-and-kuaishou-technology-provide-access-to-covid-19-information-and-mental-health-tips
https://www.who.int/news/item/15-03-2022-who-and-kuaishou-technology-provide-access-to-covid-19-information-and-mental-health-tips
https://www.who.int/news/item/15-03-2022-who-and-kuaishou-technology-provide-access-to-covid-19-information-and-mental-health-tips
https://www.who.int/news/item/15-03-2022-who-and-kuaishou-technology-provide-access-to-covid-19-information-and-mental-health-tips
https://www.who.int/news/item/15-03-2022-who-and-kuaishou-technology-provide-access-to-covid-19-information-and-mental-health-tips
https://www.who.int/news/item/15-03-2022-who-and-kuaishou-technology-provide-access-to-covid-19-information-and-mental-health-tips
https://www.who.int/news/item/14-03-2022-who-released-a-new-operational-guide-to-promote-covid-19-vaccination-uptake-and-tackle-vaccine-hesitancy-among-refugees-and-migrants
https://www.who.int/news/item/14-03-2022-who-released-a-new-operational-guide-to-promote-covid-19-vaccination-uptake-and-tackle-vaccine-hesitancy-among-refugees-and-migrants
https://www.who.int/news/item/14-03-2022-who-released-a-new-operational-guide-to-promote-covid-19-vaccination-uptake-and-tackle-vaccine-hesitancy-among-refugees-and-migrants
https://www.who.int/news/item/14-03-2022-who-released-a-new-operational-guide-to-promote-covid-19-vaccination-uptake-and-tackle-vaccine-hesitancy-among-refugees-and-migrants
https://www.who.int/news/item/14-03-2022-who-released-a-new-operational-guide-to-promote-covid-19-vaccination-uptake-and-tackle-vaccine-hesitancy-among-refugees-and-migrants
https://www.who.int/news/item/14-03-2022-who-released-a-new-operational-guide-to-promote-covid-19-vaccination-uptake-and-tackle-vaccine-hesitancy-among-refugees-and-migrants
https://www.who.int/news/item/13-03-2022-stop-attacks-on-health-care-in-ukraine
https://www.who.int/news/item/13-03-2022-stop-attacks-on-health-care-in-ukraine
https://www.who.int/news/item/13-03-2022-stop-attacks-on-health-care-in-ukraine
https://www.who.int/news/item/13-03-2022-stop-attacks-on-health-care-in-ukraine


https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches 
Selected 
17 March 2022  
Speech 
WHO Director-General's remarks at United Nations Security Council meeting on Ukraine – 
17 March 2022 
 
17 March 2022  
Speech 
WHO Director-General's keynote speech at the Thailand International Health Expo 2022 - 
17 March 2022 
 
17 March 2022  
Speech 
WHO Director-General's opening remarks at the Member State Information Session on 
COVID-19 - 17 March 2022 
 
16 March 2022  
Speech 
WHO Director-General's opening remarks at 28th Tripartite Executive Annual Meeting 
Tripartite Joint Secretariat on AMR – 17 March 2022 
 
16 March 2022  
Speech 
WHO Director-General's opening remarks at the WHO press conference – 16 March 2022 
 
16 March 2022  
Speech 
WHO Director-General's closing remarks at the High-level pledging event for the 
humanitarian crisis in Yemen – 16 March 2022 
 
16 March 2022  
Speech 
WHO Director-General's remarks at the 4th Meeting of Global Leaders Group on AMR – 16 
March 2022 
 
::::::   
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region  
:: More than 80 million doses to be administered to southern African children targeted in mass polio 
vaccination drives   18 March 2022  
:: Africa’s COVID-19 vaccine uptake increases by 15%  17 March 2022  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
:: 16 Mar 2022  As cases rise in other regions, the Americas must focus on vaccines to protect the most 
vulnerable  
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   While many countries and territories in the region are on track to reach 70% coverage for COVID-19 
vaccines, 21 have yet to reach half their populations. Washington D.C., 16 March 2022 (PAHO) – As 
COVID-19 vaccination continues to expand in the Americas, countries must continue to focus on the 
protection of the most vulnerable, such as the… 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
No new digest content identified 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: Hungary: the importance of mental health and psychosocial support to refugees and displaced 
people – one mother’s story of a life upended through the Ukraine war 18-03-2022  
:: Prioritizing the health of refugees and migrants: an urgent, necessary plan of action for countries 
and regions in our interconnected world 18-03-2022  
:: The impacts of war on children with cancer – ensuring continuation of care for those whose lives 
depend on it 16-03-2022  
:: Romania: civil society on the front line of health-care provision to refugees from Ukraine 15-03-2022  
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: High-level delegation of WHO visits Iraq to boost health system  16 March 2022   
:: Measles vaccination campaign begins in Afghanistan to fight ongoing outbreak  :: 14 March 2022  
:: Integrated public health teams helping Sudan move forward on polio transition  13 March 2022 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
No new digest content identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Events   
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/1 
[Selected]   
COVID-19 Case Management Webinar Series: COVID-19 in children and young persons 
22 March 2022 13:30 – 15:30 CET  
 
21st meeting of the Malaria Policy Advisory Group (MPAG) 
23 – 24 March 2022  
 
World TB Day 
World TB Day 2022: Invest to End TB. Save Lives 
24 March 2022  
 
:::::: 
 
New WHO Publications  
https://www.who.int/publications/i 
Selected Titles 
17 March 2022  
Emergency in Ukraine: external situation report #3, published 17 March 2022: reporting 
period: 11–16...  
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http://www.emro.who.int/afg/afghanistan-news/measles-vaccination-kicks-off-in-afghanistan-to-fight-ongoing-outbreak-around-12-million-children-in-24-provinces-to-get-vaccinated.html?format=html
http://www.emro.who.int/sdn/sudan-news/integrated-public-health-teams-helping-sudan-move-forward-on-polio-transition-and-integration.html
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15 March 2022 
Interim recommendations for use of the inactivated COVID-19 vaccine, CoronaVac, 
developed by Sinovac 
 
15 March 2022  
Annexes to the recommendations for use of the Sinovac-CoronaVac vaccine against 
COVID-19: Grading of...  
 
15 March 2022  
Interim recommendations for use of the inactivated COVID-19 vaccine BIBP developed by 
China National...  
 
15 March 2022  
Annexes to the interim recommendations for use of the Bharat Biotech BBV152 COVAXIN® 
vaccine against...  
  
15 March 2022 
Interim recommendations for use of the Bharat Biotech BBV152 COVAXIN® vaccine 
against COVID-19 
 
15 March 2022  
Interim recommendations for use of the ChAdOx1-S [recombinant] vaccine against 
COVID-19  (AstraZeneca...  
 
15 March 2022  
Annexes to the interim recommendations for use of theChAdOx1-S [recombinant] vaccine 
against COVID-19...  
 
14 March 2022  
Strengthening COVID-19 vaccine demand and uptake in refugees and migrants 
 
14 March 2022  
Virtual cGMP Training Marathon for Vaccine Manufacturing: Questions & Answers 
  
:::::: 
::::::   
:::::: 
 
CDC/ACIP [U.S.] [to 19 Mar 2022] 
http://www.cdc.gov/media/index.html 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html 
Latest News Releases, Announcements [Selected] 
No new digest content identified. 
 

:::::: 
 

ACIP Meetings 
Next meeting scheduled for June 22-23, 2022 
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:::::: 
 
MMWR  Weekly: Current Volume (71) 
March 18, 2022 / No. 11 
PDF of this issue 
- Progress Toward Achieving and Sustaining Maternal and Neonatal Tetanus Elimination — 

Worldwide, 2000–2020 
- The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices’ Recommendation for Use of Moderna COVID-

19 Vaccine in Adults Aged ≥18 Years and Considerations for Extended Intervals for Administration 
of Primary Series Doses of mRNA COVID-19 Vaccines — United States, February 2022 

- Effectiveness of 2-Dose BNT162b2 (Pfizer BioNTech) mRNA Vaccine in Preventing SARS-CoV-2 
Infection Among Children Aged 5–11 Years and Adolescents Aged 12–15 Years — PROTECT Cohort, 
July 2021–February 2022 

- Hospitalization of Infants and Children Aged 0–4 Years with Laboratory- Confirmed COVID-19 — 
COVID-NET, 14 States, March 2020–February 2022 

 
:::::: 
 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19)- CDC 
Approximately 25 announcements/reports/data summaries. 
:: 3/18/22 COVID-19 vaccines continue to protect against hospitalization and death among adults 
:: 3/18/22 COVID-19 vaccines continue to protect against hospitalization and death among adults 
:: 3/17/2 2The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices’ Recommendation for Use of Moderna 
COVID-19 Vaccine in Adults Aged ≥18 Years and Considerations for Extended Intervals for 
Administration of Primary Series Doses of mRNA COVID-19 Vaccines — United States, February 2022 
:: 3/17/22 Hospitalization of Infants and Children Aged 0–4 Years with Laboratory-Confirmed COVID-19 
— COVID-NET, 14 States, March 2020–February 2022 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Africa CDC   [to 19 Mar 2022] 
http://www.africacdc.org/ 
News  
Outbreak Brief 113: Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) Pandemic 
Date of Issue: 14 March 2022 
… As of 6 p.m. East African Time (EAT) 14 March 2022, a total of 11,283,362 COVID-19 cases and 
250,393 deaths (CFR: 2.2%) have been reported by the 55 African Union (AU) Member States (MS). 
This represents 3% of all cases and 4.1% of all deaths reported globally. Thirty-four (62%) AU MS are 
reporting CFRs higher than the global CFR. Since the detection of COVID-19 on the African continent in 
February 2020, 53 (96%) AU MS have experienced three COVID-19 waves, 47 (72%) countries have 
experienced four waves and nine countries have experienced five waves.One country (Mauritius) is 
currently experiencing a sixth wave. Figure 1 shows the trend of new COVID-19 cases reported per day 
by the AU region from 15 February 2020 to 14 March 2022. Despite a test positivity rate of 11.2%, the 
daily reported number of new cases across the continent is on a downward trend. More information on 
the COVID-19 situation in Africa is available on the Africa CDC daily dashboard and hotspot dashboard 
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:::::: 
:::::: 
 
China CDC  http://www.chinacdc.cn/en/ 
 
National Health Commission of the People's Republic of China  [to 19 Mar 2022] 
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/ 
News 
March 19: Daily briefing on novel coronavirus cases in China 
On March 18, 31 provincial-level regions and the Xinjiang Production and Construction Corps on the 
Chinese mainland reported 2,228 new cases of confirmed infections. 

 

 
National Medical Products Administration – PRC  [to 19 Mar 2022] 
http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/  
News 
Chinese mainland reports 2,388 new local COVID-19 cases 
2022-03-18 
The Chinese mainland on Thursday reported 2,388 locally transmitted COVID-19 cases, up from 1,226 
on Wednesday, the National Health Commission said on March 18. 
 
 
CCDC Weekly Reports: Current Volume (4) 
2022-03-18 / No. 11 
View  PDF of this issue 
- Preplanned Studies: Acceptability of Tuberculosis Preventive Treatment Strategies Among 

Healthcare Workers Using an Online Survey — China, 2021  
- Preplanned Studies: The Impact of COVID-19 Epidemic on Tuberculosis Reports Among Students — 

Guizhou Province, China, 2020  
- Preplanned Studies: Application of Disability-Adjusted Life Years to Evaluate the Burden and Trend 

of Tuberculosis — China, 1990–2019  
- Vital Surveillances: A Time-Series Analysis on the Association Between Fine Particulate Matter and 

Daily Mortality — Shijiazhuang City, Hebei Province, China, 2015–2020  
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Organization Announcements 
Editor’s Note: 
Careful readers will note that the number and range of organizations now monitored in our 
Announcements section below has grown as the impacts of the pandemic have spread across global 
economies, supply chains and programmatic activity of multilateral agencies and INGOs. 
 
 
Airfinity    [to 19 Mar 2022] 
https://www.airfinity.com/insights 
INSIGHTS & COMPANY NEWS  
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 19 Mar 2022] 
https://alleninstitute.org/news-press/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 19 Mar 2022] 
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/ideas/media-center 
Press Releases and Statements  
Press release 
Mar 14, 2022 
Novo Nordisk Foundation, Open Philanthropy, and Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation Launch 
Initiative to Support New Antiviral Medicines for Future Pandemics 
Global initiative will accelerate the discovery and development of antiviral drug candidates that can be 
distributed quickly and equitably next time the world faces a pandemic threat 
   COPENHAGEN – SAN FRANCISCO – SEATTLE (March 14, 2022) – Today, the Novo Nordisk 
Foundation, Open Philanthropy, and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation announced an initial 
commitment of up to $90 million of coordinated funding toward Pandemic Antiviral Discovery (PAD), a 
new initiative to catalyze discovery and early development of antiviral medicines for future pandemics. 
With equitable access as a core principle of the initiative, the founding partners are committed to 
ensuring that discoveries and innovations supported by PAD are accessible to people in low- and 
middle-income countries… 
 
 
Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute    [to 19 Mar 2022] 
https://www.gatesmri.org/news 
The Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute is a non-profit biotech organization. Our mission is 
to develop products to fight malaria, tuberculosis, and diarrheal diseases—three major causes of 
mortality, poverty, and inequality in developing countries. The world has unprecedented scientific tools 
at its disposal; now is the time to use them to save the lives of the world's poorest people  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CARB-X   [to 19 Mar 2022] 
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https://carb-x.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Center for Vaccine Ethics and Policy – GE2P2 Global Foundation   [to 19 Mar 2022] 
https://centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.net/ 
News/Analysis/Statements 
:: Informed Consent: A Monthly Review – March 2022 is now posted here 
:: Past weekly editions and posting of all segments of Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in 
Review are available here. 
:: Statement on ICF [Informed Consent Form] Posting for Clinical Trials Involving Gene 
Editing/Gene Therapies - Invitation to Endorse  
 
 
CEPI – Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations  [to 19 Mar 2022] 
http://cepi.net/  
Latest News 
Nipah survivors study to advance new vaccines against highly fatal threat 
15 Mar 2022  By CEPI 
- CEPI will expand its partnership with icddr,b in Bangladesh, providing near to an additional $1 

million in funding to advance understanding of the Nipah virus. 
- Nipah virus remains one of the deadliest infections known to infect humans, however no vaccines 

are currently licensed for use. 
- Research will also support the development of key tools needed for upcoming CEPI-supported and 

other Nipah vaccine clinical trials and potential future regulatory review. 
 
 
DARPA – Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency [U.S.] [to 19 Mar 2022 
https://www.darpa.mil/news 
News 
3/3/2022 
Developing Algorithms that Make Decisions Aligned with Human Experts 
   Military operations – from combat, to medical triage, to disaster relief – require complex and rapid 
decision-making in dynamic situations where there is often no single right answer. Two seasoned 
military leaders facing the same scenario on the battlefield, for example, may make different tactical 
decisions when faced with difficult options. As AI systems become more advanced in teaming with 
humans, building appropriate human trust in the AI’s abilities to make sound decisions is vital.  
 
 
Duke Global Health Innovation Center  [to 19 Mar 2022] 
https://dukeghic.org/ 
Our Blog 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EDCTP    [to 19 Mar 2022] 
http://www.edctp.org/ 
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The European & Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership (EDCTP) aims to accelerate the 
development of new or improved drugs, vaccines, microbicides and diagnostics against HIV/AIDS, 
tuberculosis and malaria as well as other poverty-related and neglected infectious diseases in sub-
Saharan Africa, with a focus on phase II and III clinical trials 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Emory Vaccine Center    [to 19 Mar 2022] 
http://www.vaccines.emory.edu/ 
Vaccine Center News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
European Vaccine Initiative  [to 19 Mar 2022] 
http://www.euvaccine.eu/  
Latest News, Events  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 19 Mar 2022] 
Evidence Aid aims to save lives and livelihoods in disasters by providing decision-makers with the best 
available evidence and by championing its use. 
http://www.evidenceaid.org/  
New Resources  
Professional interpreters can help in the care of hospitalized children from migrant and 
refugee families Added March 18, 2022  
 
Focused psychosocial interventions for children in low-resource humanitarian settings 
Added March 17, 2022  
 
Eastern European migrants’ use and experience of UK healthcare services (search done in 
February 2017) Added March 16, 2022 
 
 
Fondation Merieux  [to 19 Mar 2022] 
http://www.fondation-merieux.org/ 
News, Events   
Mérieux Foundation co-organized event 
2nd Workshop of the Global Collaboration on Advanced Vaccinology Training 
March 22 - 24, 2022 - Centre des Pensières, Veyrier-du-Lac (France) 
   From  March 22-24, 2022, the second Workshop of the Global Collaboration on Advanced 
Vaccinology Training will be held at Les Pensières Center for Global Health, with approximately 70 
participants. 
 
 
Gavi [to 19 Mar 2022] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
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News Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 19 Mar 2022] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund  [to 19 Mar 2022] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
News & Stories 
Update on the RTS,S Malaria Vaccine 
17 March 2022 
   The Global Fund’s malaria Strategic Initiative, alongside Gavi and Unitaid, continues to fund the 
Malaria Vaccine implementation program to generate further evidence on the RTS,S vaccine’s impact, 
safety, and feasibility over the next two years. 
 
Global Health Supply Chain Dialogue 
17 March 2022 
  The Global Fund is organizing a Global Health Supply Chain Dialogue from 29 to 31 March 2022 under 
the theme “Building Resilient Supply Chains for Effective Pandemic Preparedness”. The conference 
aims to foster discussion between countries and partners on NEXTGen market shaping strategies, and 
generate commitment to an action plan that will strengthen public health supply chains, an essential 
element in the path to more resilient health systems. 
 
 
Global Research Collaboration for Infectious Disease Preparedness [GloPID-R] [to 19 Mar 
2022] 
https://www.glopid-r.org/news/ 
News 
Upcoming webinar: Response to COVID-19 vaccine in patients with a hematological 
condition and primary immunodeficiencies 
07/03/2022 
   The second webinar in the ZonMw series ‘Response to COVID-19 vaccine in patients with a 
hematological condition and primary immunodeficiencies’... Monday April 4, 2022, from 5pm to 6pm 
CET. 
 
 
Hilleman Laboratories   [to 19 Mar 2022] 
http://www.hilleman-labs.org/ 
News & Insights 
No new digest content identified 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 19 Mar 2022] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news  
Press Room                   
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No new digest content identified 
 
 
Human Vaccines Project   [to 19 Mar 2022] 
http://www.humanvaccinesproject.org/  
News 
Press Release 
Mar 18, 2022  
Michelson Philanthropies and Science Reveal the Next Innovators in Immunology  
 
 
IAVI  [to 19 Mar 2022] 
https://www.iavi.org/ 
Latest News  
March 17, 2022 
HVTN 302 begins first dosing of mRNA HIV vaccine antigens  
HVTN, NIAID, and Moderna partner on trial of HIV Env trimers designed by IAVI's William Schief.  
 
 
ICRC  [to 19 Mar 2022] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
What’s New    
ICRC President: The suffering in Mariupol must not become the future of Ukraine 
   The following is a statement from Peter Maurer, the president of the International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC), who is currently in Ukraine: Kyiv (ICRC) – Driving toward Kyiv this week, the signs 
of conflict grew. 
17-03-2022 | News release 
   
Yemen: Even as global attention shifts, the world must not abandon Yemen 
   Seven years of raging conflict in Yemen has exhausted the population’s capacity to cope, even as 
global attention is shifting toward other high-profile crises. 
17-03-2022 | News release 
   
ICRC President makes four calls at High-level Pledging Conference for the Humanitarian 
Crisis in Yemen 
   ICRC President Peter Maurer makes four calls regarding the conflict in Yemen at High-level Pledging 
Conference for the Humanitarian Crisis in Yemen 
17-03-2022 | Statement 
 
Horn of Africa: Alarming situation as hundreds of thousands of Somalis suffer from the 
most severe drought in the last decade 
   Somalia is the most severely affected of the countries facing the ongoing drought in the Horn of 
Africa. The situation is alarming, and it is deteriorating. People are massively abandoning their homes 
in search for water and food. 
16-03-2022 | News release 
 
 
International Coalition of Medicines Regulatory Authorities [ICMRA] 
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http://www.icmra.info/drupal/en/news 
Selected Statements, Press Releases, Research  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFFIm 
http://www.iffim.org/ 
Press Releases/Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFRC   [to 19 Mar 2022] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements  
17/03/2022  
IFRC urges countries in the Caribbean to build vaccine confidence in communities  
   Jamaica, 17 March 2022 - The low rate of vaccination against COVID-19 in the Caribbean must be 
addressed through building confidence among the population as well as responding to the inequity of 
vaccine access, says the International Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC). 
   Building this confidence is a key factor in promoting universal vaccination and therefore fostering 
socio-economic recovery in the Caribbean, where only 40 per cent of the population counts with a 
complete scheme of vaccination, in comparison with 68 per cent in South America and 60 per cent in 
Central America. In the Americas region more than 1.7 billion COVID-19 vaccine doses have been 
administered… 
 
16/03/2022  
Philippines: 2 million exposed to climate disasters 3 months after Typhoon Rai  
 
 
Institut Pasteur   [to 19 Mar 2022] 
https://www.pasteur.fr/en/press-area 
Press Documents 
Press release  
14.03.2022 
Discovery of an immune escape mechanism promoting Listeria infection of the central 
nervous system  
   Some "hypervirulent" strains of Listeria monocytogenes have a greater capacity to infect the central 
nervous system....  
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 19 Mar 2022]  
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
News - Selected 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ISC / International Science Council  [to 19 Mar 2022] 
https://council.science/current/ 
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ISC is a non-governmental organization with a unique global membership that brings together 40 
international scientific Unions and Associations and over 140 national and regional scientific 
organizations including Academies and Research Councils.  
News  Blogs  Podcasts  Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IVAC  [to 19 Mar 2022] 
https://www.jhsph.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/ivac/index.html 
Updates; Events 
Webinar: Reaching Zero-dose Children and Supporting Immunization Equity in 
Humanitarian Contexts 
March 2022 
   Register for the webinar: https://bit.ly/zero-dose-ivac-webinar When: March 28th from 8:00-9:00am 
Description: How do we restore and strengthen immunization to effectively reach populations in 
humanitarian settings? An estimated two-thirds of zero-dose children live in conflict-affected settings. 
Research suggests that global conflicts are lasting longer and becoming more complex with greater 
impacts on civilian populations. A panel […] 
   Register for the webinar: https://bit.ly/zero-dose-ivac-webinar 
   When: March 28th from 8:00-9:00am 
 
 
IVI   [to 19 Mar 2022] 
http://www.ivi.int/ 
IVI News & Announcements 
IVI welcomes the United Arab Emirates as its 37th member state with flag-raising 
ceremony 
   March 17, 2022 – SEOUL, South Korea – The International Vaccine Institute (IVI) announced today 
that the United Arab Emirates (UAE) joined IVI, becoming the international organization’s 37th member 
state. His Excellency Abdulla Saif Al Nuaimi, Ambassador of the UAE to the Republic of Korea, raised 
the flag of the UAE at IVI headquarters… 
 
 
Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security   [to 19 Mar 2022] 
https://www.centerforhealthsecurity.org/news/center-news/ 
Center News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 19 Mar 2022]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Latest [Selected Announcements] 
Central American Migration  
Peru: Venezuelan migrants struggle to survive  
Project Update 18 Mar 2022  
 
War in Ukraine  
Staff in major Kyiv hospital receive training for potential increase in casualties  
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Project Update 18 Mar 2022  
 
Ethiopia Tigray crisis  
Ethiopia: MSF seeks answers from government after new media report on killing of its staff  
Statement 17 Mar 2022  
 
War in Ukraine  
War in Ukraine has displaced me twice and I’m on the road again  
Voices from the Field 16 Mar 2022  
 
War in Ukraine  
Every day thousands of Ukrainians arrive in Slovakia – traumatised and exhausted  
Interview 14 Mar 2022  
 
 
National Academy of Medicine - USA  [to 19 Mar 2022] 
https://nam.edu/programs/ 
News 
Statement by NAM President Victor Dzau on Responding to the Health Crisis In and Around 
Ukraine 
March 15, 2022 
   I have been watching with increasing sadness and alarm as health care facilities come under fire 
during Russia’s invasion of Ukraine with devastating impacts on patients, civilians, and frontline 
workers. Earlier this week, the World Health Organization confirmed at least 31 such attacks, including 
the shelling of a children’s and maternity hospital. Many facilities are […] 
 
 
National Academy of Sciences - USA  [to 19 Mar 2022] 
http://www.nasonline.org/news-and-multimedia/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
National Vaccine Program Office - U.S. HHS  [to 19 Mar 2022] 
https://www.hhs.gov/vaccines/about/index.html 
Upcoming Meetings/Latest Updates  
Vaccines Federal Implementation Plan 2021-2025 
   On Wednesday March 2, 2022, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) published 
a Request for Information (RFI) to solicit stakeholder written public comments on the draft Vaccines 
Federal Implementation Plan 2021-2025- PDF*. HHS values input from all stakeholders and will take all 
public comments into consideration before finalizing this document. 
   We encourage your input or comments and ask that you circulate this information to others who may 
also wish to provide comments. Information about how to provide written public comment is found on 
HHS.gov and the deadline for submissions is 5 p.m. EST Tuesday March 29, 2022. 
   The Vaccines Federal Implementation Plan is a companion document to the Vaccines National 
Strategic Plan 2021-2025 published in January 2021. This plan outlines the federal government’s broad 
national vaccination goals and offers a framework to eliminate vaccine-preventable diseases through 
safe and effective vaccination over the lifespan, for both federal agencies and external partners. 
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   The implementation plan focuses on the specific actions that federal agencies can take to further 
those same national vaccination goals. 
 
 
NIH  [to 19 Mar 2022] 
http://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases 
News Releases   
NIH’s All of Us Research Program Releases First Genomic Dataset of Nearly 100,000 Whole 
Genome Sequences 
March 17, 2022 — Contributions from diverse participants set to change the landscape of genomics 
ressearch.  
 
NIH launches clinical trial of three mRNA HIV vaccines 
March 14, 2022 — Phase 1 study is among first to examine mRNA technology for HIV.  
 
 
OECD  [to 19 Mar 2022] 
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/ 
Newsroom 
OECD calls for well-targeted support to the vulnerable as war undermines global recovery  
   Russia’s war against the people of Ukraine is a deeply distressing moment for the world. Thousands 
of people have been killed with millions fleeing from the war. Beyond the ongoing humanitarian 
disaster, the economic damage is already being felt worldwide and risks becoming increasingly severe.  
17-March-2022 
 
 
OXFAM [to 19 Mar 2022] 
https://www.oxfam.org/en/ 
Press Releases          
Media reaction in response to reports of a compromise on the vaccines TRIPS waiver  
16 March 2022 
[See Perspectives above for deatil] 
 
 
PATH  [to 19 Mar 2022]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Sabin Vaccine Institute  [to 19 Mar 2022] 
http://www.sabin.org/updates/pressreleases 
Statements and Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 19 Mar 2022]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
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Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
18 March 2022 
UNAIDS staff member talks about the invasion of Ukraine  
 
17 March 2022 
Supporting the HIV response for young people in Eswatini  
 
15 March 2022 
Social enterprises and financial saving supporting Madagascan sex workers through 
COVID-19  
 
14 March 2022 
UNAIDS Executive Director's Statement at the 65th session of the Commission on Narcotic 
Drugs  
 
14 March 2022 
Discriminatory attitudes remain common  
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 19 Mar 2022] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Selected News Releases, Announcements  
UNHCR and partners seek US$1.2 billion to address Africa’s largest refugee crisis 
18 Mar 2022  
 
UNHCR warns of rising needs in Ukraine and neighbouring countries, calls for cessation of 
hostilities  
18 Mar 2022  
 
Poland welcomes more than two million refugees from Ukraine 
18 Mar 2022  
 
 
UNICEF  [to 19 Mar 2022] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Press Releases, News Notes, Statements  [Selected]  
News note 
03/18/2022  
UNICEF sends additional life-saving supplies for Ukraine response  
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-sends-additional-life-saving-supplies-ukraine-response  
NEW YORK, 18 March 2022 –, As of 17 March 2022, UNICEF has dispatched 85 trucks carrying 858 
tons of emergency supplies to support children and families in war-torn Ukraine and neighbouring 
countries. Out of this total, 78 trucks carrying over 780 tons were sent to Ukraine while the remaining 
7 trucks were sent to nearby countries. A total of 34 trucks have already arrived…  
 
Remarks 
03/16/2022  
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Remarks by UNICEF Executive Director Catherine Russell at the high-level pledging event 
on the humanitarian crisis in Yemen  
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/remarks-unicef-executive-director-catherine-russell-high-level-
pledging-event  
While public attention on Yemen waxes and wanes amid other global crises, the brutal war continues 
unabated. Yemen has become a living hell for children.  Millions of parents don’t know if their children 
will survive from one day to the next. More than 10,200 children have been killed or injured. Ongoing 
violence, mines and explosive remnants of…  
 
Remarks 
03/15/2022  
"Particularly shocking" - Every single minute, 55 children have fled their country. A 
Ukrainian child has become a refugee almost every single second since the start of the 
war.  
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/particularly-shocking-every-single-minute-55-children-have-fled-
their-country  
GENEVA, 15 March 2022 -, "Since February 24, scores of children have been killed in Ukraine. Many 
more have been injured.  "And more than 1.5 million children have fled the country.  "Putting this last 
statistic another way, on average, every day in Ukraine from the start of the war, more than 75,000 
children have become refugees.  Every day. "This last number is…  
 
Press release 
03/15/2022  
Syria: children struggle with physical and psychological scars after 11 years of war  
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/syria-children-struggle-physical-and-psychological-scars-after-
11-years-war  
DAMASCUS, 15 March 2022, – Eleven years since the crisis began in Syria, violence, displacement, and 
lack of access to essential services continue to put children’s lives at risk. Just yesterday, three children 
were reportedly killed by unexploded ordnance in Aleppo city. Last year, nearly 900 children in Syria 
lost their lives or were injured. This brings the total…, ######, Notes for editors, More than 14.6 
million Syrians require humanitarian assistance. This includes 5.3 million internally displaced 
persons.  In 2021, UNICEF reached 11.3 million people, including 7.3 million children with humanitarian 
assistance across Syria. UNICEF and partners provided 220,892 children with mental health and 
psychosocial support services through…  
 
Press release 
03/14/2022  
Yemen: Acute hunger at unprecedented levels as funding dries up  
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/yemen-acute-hunger-unprecedented-levels-funding-dries  
SANA’A, ADEN, ROME, NEW YORK, 14 March 2022, - Yemen’s already dire hunger crisis is teetering on 
the edge of outright catastrophe, with 17.4 million people now in need of food assistance and a 
growing portion of the population coping with emergency levels of hunger, UN agencies have warned. 
The humanitarian situation in the country is poised to get even worse between June and December 
2022…  
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https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/stop-attacks-health-care-ukraine  
NEW YORK/GENEVA, 13 March 2022 –, “Today, we call for an immediate cessation of all attacks on 
health care in Ukraine. These horrific attacks are killing and causing serious injuries to patients and 
health workers, destroying vital health infrastructure and forcing thousands to forgo accessing health 
services despite catastrophic needs. "To attack t 
 
 
Unitaid  [to 19 Mar 2022] 
https://unitaid.org/ 
Featured News 
18 March 2022 
Unitaid to introduce new long-lasting injection to prevent HIV in Brazil and South Africa, 
as high-income countries begin deployment  
- Unitaid will fund implementation of the latest innovation in HIV prevention – an injectable version 

of pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) that has shown to be more effective than daily oral PrEP in 
reducing the risk of HIV infection, with just six injections a year.  

- United Nations’ targets to reach three million people with PrEP by 2020 were missed by two-thirds. 
Long-acting cabotegravir provides a new alternative that addresses challenges associated with oral 
PrEP including inconsistent use and fear of stigma or discrimination, and could extend benefits to 
millions of people at risk of HIV infection.   

- Unitaid, in partnership with Fiocruz in Brazil, Wits RHI in South Africa, and local health authorities in 
both countries, will integrate long-acting PrEP into national sexual health programmes and generate 
crucial real-world evidence that will underpin efforts for rapid global scale-up.  

- Parallel action is urgently required to secure broader access for long-acting cabotegravir so 2025 
UN prevention targets to reach 95% of people at risk of infection can be achieved   

 
17 March 2022 
Unitaid commits US$ 56 million to boost access to medical oxygen globally, calls on other 
donors to close US$ 1 billion gap 
- New investments will boost access to medical oxygen globally and save lives during the COVID-19 

pandemic and beyond  
- In low- and middle-income countries, these grants will increase liquid oxygen supplies, lower costs, 

strengthen infrastructure, expand technical capacity, and ensure the safe use of medical oxygen  
- Oxygen remains a critical component of the global COVID-19 response – 75% of patients 

hospitalized for COVID-19 can be treated with oxygen alone — without any other advanced care  
- Oxygen is a high-return lifesaving treatment, a hallmark of functional health systems. Investments 

now will save lives for years to come. But access to oxygen still does not meet needs for COVID-19 
and/or other serious illnesses  

- Unitaid calls on donors to close the ~US$ 1 billion gap in the oxygen response, building on the 
~US$ 700 million investments by the Access to COVID-19 Tools Accelerator Oxygen Emergency 
Taskforce partners since the beginning of 2021 

 
 
Vaccine Equity Cooperative [nee Initiative]   [to 19 Mar 2022] 
https://vaccineequitycooperative.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
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Vaccination Acceptance & Demand Initiative [Sabin)  [to 19 Mar 2022] 
https://www.vaccineacceptance.org/ 
Announcements, Blog 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Vaccine Confidence Project  [to 19 Mar 2022] 
http://www.vaccineconfidence.org/ 
News, Research and Reports 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Vaccine Education Center – Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia  [to 19 Mar 2022] 
http://www.chop.edu/centers-programs/vaccine-education-center 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 19 Mar 2022] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
News. Opinion, Reports 
New funding calls aim to improve mental health interventions 
17 March 2022 
   Some mental health treatments and interventions are effective. Others aren’t. And there’s still little to 
no understanding of why, or how to improve the outlook for anxiety, depression and psychosis. New 
Wellcome funding aims to address that. 
 
 
The Wistar Institute   [to 19 Mar 2022] 
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WFPHA: World Federation of Public Health Associations  [to 19 Mar 2022] 
https://www.wfpha.org/ 
Latest News - Blog 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Bank [to 19 Mar 2022] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
Selected News, Announcements 
Monitoring COVID-19 impacts on Latin American and Caribbean Households 
   To respond swiftly to the growing demand for data to monitor the welfare impacts of COVID-19 on 
households, the World Bank and various partners embarked on an initiative to implement High-
Frequency Phone...  
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Date: March 14, 2022 Type: Brief L 
 
Additional Financing of $25 Million to Boost COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout in Tajikistan, with 
World Bank Support 
   DUSHANBE, March 14, 2022 – The Government of Tajikistan and the World Bank signed today a $25 
million grant agreement as additional financing to the Tajikistan Emergency COVID-19 Project, which 
has been...  
Date: March 14, 2022 Type: Press Release  
 
 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 19 Mar 2022] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
Latest News 
16 March 2022  
WCO reiterates the key role of Customs in humanitarian crises  
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 19 Mar 2022] 
https://www.oie.int/en/media/news/ 
Press Releases, Statements 
Influenzas with zoonotic potential: the contribution of the animal health sector for 
pandemic preparedness 
Editor's Choice   15 March 2022 
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 19 Mar 2022] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
WTO News and Events 
DDG González: the trading system, a crucial ally in the fight against the pandemic  
17 March 2022 
Trade policy is health policy, and WTO members have a unique responsibility to leverage the full force 
of trade to achieve better health outcomes around the world, according to Deputy Director-General 
Anabel González. In an article published on 17 March in Think Global Health Trade, a multi-contributor 
website by the Council on Foreign Relations, DDG González points at the three main lessons which 
have emerged from the pandemic: global trade equals strength, a rules-based trading system matters 
in times of crisis, and better trade collaboration will improve health outcomes around the world.  
 
Director-General Okonjo-Iweala hails breakthrough on TRIPS COVID-19 solution 
16 March 2022 
World Trade Organization Director-General Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala today warmly welcomed the 
breakthrough among four WTO Members on a waiver of the Trade Related Intellectual Property 
agreement for the production of vaccines against the COVID-19 pandemic.  
[See Perspectives above for detail] 
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ARM [Alliance for Regenerative Medicine]  [to 19 Mar 2022] 
https://alliancerm.org/press-releases/ 
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Selected Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BIO    [to 19 Mar 2022] 
https://www.bio.org/press-releases 
Press Releases, Letters, Testimony, Comments [Selected] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
DCVMN – Developing Country Vaccine Manufacturers Network  [to 19 Mar 2022] 
http://www.dcvmn.org/ 
News; Upcoming events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICBA – International Council of Biotechnology Associations   [to 19 Mar 2022] 
https://internationalbiotech.org/news/ 
News 
ICBA Statement on Leaked QUAD Proposal for a COVID-19 Vaccine IP Rights Waiver  
[undated] 
   Steve Bates Chair of ICBA said “The leaked QUAD proposal of a waiver on intellectual property rights 
for COVID vaccines would, if agreed, have a chilling impact on investment into the small companies 
that have been at the heart of the solutions to COVID-19. It would do nothing to solve the challenges 
we face in 2022 and make it far harder for small companies pioneering in this space in future” 
   “Small biotechs throughout ICBA member countries, including, for example, companies such as 
Canada-based Acuitas Therapeutics, BioNtech from Germany and the UK’s Vaccitech, all depend on 
their intellectual property to deliver key innovations that underpin the current generation of COVID -19 
vaccines. Alongside these successes are many, many companies in our community that invested 
heavily and failed to make breakthroughs. This proposal directly threatens this innovative ecosystem’s 
ability to attract the capital needed to develop next generation of vaccines whilst doing nothing to solve 
the access challenges we have in 2022.”   
   “The reported proposal misguidedly casts IP as a barrier to COVID-19 vaccine access and distribution 
despite there being abundant supply of COVID-19 vaccines given the collective manufacturing globally 
of over 11 billion doses in 2021. Weakening IP rights does nothing to facilitate the distribution of these 
manufactured vaccines to people around the world who most need them – rather prioritizing 
addressing healthcare infrastructure and vaccine hesitancy in the developing world would lead to more 
shots in arms.” 
 
 
IFPMA   [to 19 Mar 2022] 
http://www.ifpma.org/resources/news-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Publications 
IFPMA statement on TRIPS discussion document 
16 March 2022 
[See Perspectives above for detail] 
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International Generic and Biosimilar Medicines Association [IGBA] 
https://www.igbamedicines.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Alliance of Patients’ Organizations – IAPO  [to 19 Mar 2022] 
https://www.iapo.org.uk/news/topic/6  
Press and media [Selected] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
PhRMA    [to 19 Mar 2022] 
http://www.phrma.org/  
Latest News [Selected] 
PhRMA Statement on the War in Ukraine 
 
 
   WASHINGTON, D.C. (March 16, 2022) – The Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of America 
released the following statement on the war in Ukraine: 
   “We are deeply saddened by the war taking place against the people of Ukraine. The 
biopharmaceutical research industry is united in our mission of providing vaccines and treatments to all 
patients who need them. Like the broader health care sector, biopharmaceutical companies serve a 
critical humanitarian role in sustaining access to medicines and clinical trials for patients wherever they 
are. PhRMA’s member companies are working in a variety of ways to support those affected by this 
humanitarian crisis, including by providing free essential medicines, making monetary donations to 
non-profits providing aid, monitoring for supply chain disruptions, and addressing the safety of 
employees and their families through financial assistance, transportation and other resources. 
   “We condemn the violence unfolding against the people of Ukraine and hope for its immediate end.” 
 
To learn more about individual company efforts, please visit the website set up by our European sister 
association, the European Federation of Pharmaceutical Industries and Associations’ (EFPIA), found 
here. 
 
 
   *  *  *  * 
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disease surveillance and helps guide health officials in implementing effective countermeasures. For 
disea...  
Authors: Nino Antulov-Fantulin and Lucas Böttcher  
Citation: BMC Infectious Diseases 2022 22:251  
Content type: Research article Published on: 14 March 2022  
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 19 Mar 2022)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 19 Mar 2022)  
Impact of a delayed second dose of mRNA vaccine (BNT162b2) and inactivated SARS-CoV-
2 vaccine (CoronaVac) on risks of all-cause mortality, emergency department visit, and 
unscheduled hospitalization  
Safety after the second dose of the SARS-CoV-2 vaccine remains to be elucidated, especially among 
individuals reporting adverse events after their first dose. This study aims to evaluate the impact of a 
delaye...  
Authors: Carlos King Ho Wong, Xi Xiong, Kristy Tsz Kwan Lau, Celine Sze Ling Chui, Francisco Tsz Tsun 
Lai, Xue Li, Esther Wai Yin Chan, Eric Yuk Fai Wan, Ivan Chi Ho Au, Benjamin John Cowling, Cheuk 
Kwong Lee and Ian Chi Kei Wong  
Citation: BMC Medicine 2022 20:119  
Content type: Research article Published on: 17 March 2022  
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 

https://gh.bmj.com/content/7/3
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content
https://bmcinfectdis.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12879-022-07205-9
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content
https://bmcmedicine.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12916-022-02321-4
https://bmcmedicine.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12916-022-02321-4
https://bmcmedicine.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12916-022-02321-4
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content


(Accessed 19 Mar 2022) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 19 Mar 2022)  
Public knowledge, attitude, and acceptance toward COVID-19 vaccines in Palestine: a 
cross-sectional study  
The consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic on physical and mental health in addition to the global 
economy are huge. Vaccination is a pivotal measure to decrease COVID-19 morbidity and mortality and 
to help bri...  
Authors: Mohammed Al-kafarna, Sajeda Ghassan Matar, Hossam Waleed Almadhoon, Bashar Khaled 
Almaghary, Mohamed Sayed Zaazouee, Asmaa Ahmed Elrashedy, Dalia Sami Wafi, Sami D. Jabari, 
Omar H. Salloum, Eman Ahmed Ibrahim, Hala ZI Alagha and Elfatih A. Hasabo  
Citation: BMC Public Health 2022 22:529  
Content type: Research Published on: 17 March 2022  
 
Public perception of isolation, quarantine, social distancing and community containment 
during COVID-19 pandemic  
Effective strategies of prevention have been and can aid in reducing and overcoming contagious 
diseases including COVID-19, still there is dearth of knowledge regarding general public awareness and 
perception....  
Authors: Tahreem Hussain, Nida Jawed, Saba Mughal and Kashif Shafique  
Citation: BMC Public Health 2022 22:528  
Content type: Research Published on: 17 March 2022  
 
Determinants of pentavalent and measles vaccination dropouts among children aged 12–
23 months in The Gambia  
Every year, vaccination averts about 3 million deaths from vaccine-preventable diseases (VPDs). 
However, despite that immunization coverage is increasing globally, many children in developing 
countries are sti...  
Authors: Peter A. M. Ntenda, Alick Sixpence, Tisungane E. Mwenyenkulu, Kondwani Mmanga, Angeziwa 
C. Chirambo, Andy Bauleni and Owen Nkoka  
Citation: BMC Public Health 2022 22:520  
Content type: Research Published on: 17 March 2022  
 
How (not) to mobilize health workers in the fight against vaccine hesitancy: Experimental 
evidence from Germany’s AstraZeneca controversy  
COVID-19 vaccine hesistancy is a serious policy issue in Germany as vaccinations have stagnated at 
low levels compared to most other European countries. In this context, we study whether and how 
health workers...  
Authors: Jan Priebe, Henning Silber, Christoph Beuthner and Steffen Pötzschke  
Citation: BMC Public Health 2022 22:516  
Content type: Research Published on: 16 March 2022  
 
Ethical challenges and moral distress among field epidemiologists  

http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-022-12932-4
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-022-12932-4
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-022-12970-y
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-022-12970-y
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-022-12914-6
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-022-12914-6
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-022-12725-9
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-022-12725-9
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-022-12950-2


As ‘disease detectives’ and directors of public health programs, field epidemiologists play essential roles 
in protecting public health. Although ethical issues receive considerable attention in medical and re...  
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   Human antibody responses to SARS-CoV-2 differ between vaccination and infection, with mRNA 
vaccination inducing more productive lymph node GC responses and several vaccine types stimulating 
IgG antibodies capable of recognizing a broader range of viral variants. 
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Willingness to Accept Expedited COVID-19 Vaccine Research for Children Aged <12 Years 
After Adult Vaccine Approval 
Ran D. Goldman, Jeffrey N. Bone, Renana Gelernter,... Mark A. Griffiths, Ahmed Mater, for the 
International COVIPAS (COVID-19 Parental Attitude Study) Group 
Published online: November 15, 2021 
ABSTRACT 
Purpose 
The goal of this study was to assess if caregivers’ attitudes toward the regulatory process of approving 
the vaccine against coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) for children aged <12 years changed after a 
vaccine was approved for adults. 
Methods 
This was a larger scale COVIPAS (COVID-19 Parental Attitude Study) survey of caregivers presenting 
with their children aged ≤12 years for emergency care in 12 hospitals in the United States, Canada, 
and Israel. The study compared willingness to support abridged research into COVID-19 vaccines for 
children between the peak of the pandemic (March–May 2020) and after a COVID-19 vaccine became 
available for adults (December 2020–March 2021). 
Findings 
A total of 1956 surveys were included in the analyses. Overall, 385 (30.9%) caregivers in the pre–
vaccine approval period and 250 (35.3%) caregivers in the post–adult vaccine phase supported 
abridged research into COVID-19 vaccines (P < 0.001). In both phases, mothers were less likely to 
favor abridged approval. Those with children who were fully vaccinated based on the pediatric schedule 
in their country favored abridged approval in phase 1 (odds ratio, 1.98; 95% confidence interval, 1.31–
3.08) but less so in phase 2. In both phases, age and concerns of parents that they had COVID-19 or 
their child had COVID-19 were not associated with changes in response between phases. 
Implications 
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Willingness to expedite vaccine approval increased after the emergency approval of COVID-19 vaccine 
for adults. Mothers are much less likely to approve expedited approval. No significant changes have 
been found in the composition of caregivers willing to forego regulatory demands on vaccine approval. 
 
Reviews 
Dynamic Regulatory Assessment: evolving the European Regulatory Framework for the 
Benefit of Patients and Public Health—an EFPIA View 
Esteban Herrero-Martinez, Nasir Hussain, Nadege Le Roux,...Mark Mayer, Rodrigo Palacios, Thomas C. 
Kühler 
Published online: November 27, 2021 
p132-138 
Open Access 
ABSTRACT 
   The European Union regulatory framework supports development, review, authorization, and 
maintenance of medicines to benefit public health; however, many elements are 2 decades old and 
undergoing review. Scrutiny was triggered by the coronavirus disease 2019 pandemic, the need to 
support future innovative medicines, the digital transformation of data exchange, and the need to 
address efficiency and capacity limitations. There are also ongoing evolutions in regulatory science for 
medicines (eg, cell and gene therapies), medical device combinations, and software, as well as the 
need to fully leverage contemporary information technology (IT). Important initiatives to address these 
challenges include the European Medicines Agency (EMA) Regulatory Science Strategy,1 the EU 
Regulatory Network Strategy,2 and the Big Data Steering Group,3 alongside European Commission–led 
initiatives such as the Pharmaceutical Strategy.4 
   Dynamic regulatory assessment (DRA) is a concept that seeks to integrate these various elements to 
re-imagine regulatory review interactions across the product life cycle. DRA calls for iterative regulatory 
dialogue, data submission, and evidence assessment, enabled by contemporary IT. DRA will facilitate 
iterative interaction and data assessment as it accumulates over a product's life cycle, bringing 
significant efficiencies for all product types. The DRA concept primarily evolved through dialogue within 
working groups of the European Federation of Pharmaceutical Industries and Associations. This article 
describes the long-term vision of the European Federation of Pharmaceutical Industries and 
Associations and outlines important strategic elements of progress, including: aligning on a multi-
stakeholder vision for DRA in the European Union and across regions; leveraging learnings from 
ongoing initiatives; and advancing IT, governance, and standards considerations. Ultimately, DRA 
should consider outcomes that deliver optimal benefits for patients in the European Union and 
worldwide. 
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The Economist  
This week A special edition on our coronavirus coverage  
March 19th 2022 
China is enduring its first big outbreak of the Omicron variant. At least 40m people are under some 
form of lockdown (though the authorities in some regions prefer the term “life on pause”). The 
restrictions pose a threat to China’s economic rebound and the world’s supply chains.  
 
In Hong Kong the death rate from covid-19 is twice as large as the peak of Britain’s second wave in 
early 2021. Morgues are overflowing with victims and hospitals are struggling to cope. 
 
The latest outbreak has delayed any relaxation of China’s zero-covid policy. Our Chaguan column 
explains why beating covid on the mainland will require less fear, and more vaccinations. 
 
African countries are also struggling to get people jabbed against covid. Just 13% of the continent has 
been fully vaccinated. Africa has plenty of covid doses but the increased deliveries are exposing 
logistical defects in the distribution of vaccines.  
 
To end on a sliver of good news: covid has led to other vaccine victories. Our data-driven coverage this 
week shows how a jab against malaria is arriving at last. It could save as many lives as covid has 
taken. And in our Asia section, we look at changing attitudes towards the human papillomavirus 
vaccine in Japan as inoculations become more routine. 
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