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Milestones, Perspectives

Polio

Global leaders commit $US2.6 billion at World Health Summit to end polio

Press release

BERLIN, 18 October 2022 — Today, global leaders confirmed US$ 2.6 billion in funding toward the
Global Polio Eradication Initiative’s (GPEI) 2022-2026 Strategy to end polio at a pledging moment co-
hosted by Germany’s Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) at the World
Health Summit in Berlin. The funding will support global efforts to overcome the final hurdles to polio
eradication, vaccinate 370 million children annually over the next five years and continue disease
surveillance across 50 countries...

“The new detections of polio this year in previously polio-free countries are a stark reminder that if we
do not deliver our goal of ending polio everywhere, it may resurge globally,” said Dr. Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus, WHO Director-General. "We are grateful for donors’ new and continued support for
eradication, but there is further work to do to fully fund the 2022-2026 Strategy. We must remember
the significant challenges we have overcome to get this far against polio, stay the course and finish the
job once and for all.”

At a challenging time for countries around the world, governments and partners have stepped forward
to demonstrate their collective resolve to eradicate the second human disease ever. In addition to
eX|st|ng pledges, new commitments to the 2022-2026 Strategy this fall include:
Australia pledged AU$ 43.55 million
- France pledged EUR 50 million
- Germany pledged EUR 72 million
- Japan pledged US$ 11 million
- Republic of Korea pledged KRW 4.5 billion
- Luxembourg pledged EUR 1.7 million
- Malta pledged EUR 30 000
- Monaco pledged EUR 450 000
- Spain pledged EUR 100 000
- Turkey pledged US$ 20 000
- United States pledged US$ 114 million
- Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation pledged US$S 1.2 billion
- Bloomberg Philanthropies pledged US$ 50 million
- Islamic Food and Nutrition Council of America pledged US$ 1.8 million
- Latter-day Saint Charities pledged US$ 400 000
- Rotary International pledged US$ 150 million
- UNICEF pledged US$ 5 million

The pledging moment in Berlin marked the first major opportunity to pledge support
toward the US$ 4.8 billion needed to fully implement the 2022-2026 Strategy. If the
Strategy is fully funded and eradication achieved, it is estimated that it would result in US$ 33.1 billion
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in health cost savings this century compared to the price of controlling outbreaks. Further, continued
support for GPEI will enable it to deliver additional health services and immunizations alongside polio
vaccines to underserved communities...

Cholera; Vaccine Supply

Shortage of cholera vaccines leads to temporary suspension of two-dose strategy, as cases
rise worldwide

19/10/2022 | Press release

Joint press release by the International Coordinating Group (ICG), an international group that manages
and coordinates the provision of emergency vaccine supplies and antibiotics to countries during major
disease outbreaks. The ICG is composed of members of IFRC, WHO, Médecins Sans Frontieres, and
UNICEF.

Geneva/New York, 19 October 2022 - A strained global supply of cholera vaccines has obliged the
International Coordinating Group (ICG)—the body which manages emergency supplies of vaccines—to
temporarily suspend the standard two-dose vaccination regimen in cholera outbreak response
campaigns, using instead a single-dose approach.

The pivot in strategy will allow for the doses to be used in more countries, at a time of unprecedented
rise in cholera outbreaks worldwide.

Since January this year, 29 countries have reported cholera cases, including Haiti, Malawi and Syria
which are facing large outbreaks. In comparison, in the previous 5 years, fewer than 20 countries on
average reported outbreaks. The global trend is moving towards more numerous, more widespread
and more severe outbreaks, due to floods, droughts, conflict, population movements and other factors
that limit access to clean water and raise the risk of cholera outbreaks.

The one-dose strategy has proven to be effective to respond to outbreaks, even though evidence on
the exact duration of protection is limited, and protection appears to be much lower in children. With a
two-dose regimen, when the second dose is administrated within 6 months of the first, immunity
against infection lasts for 3 years.

The benefit of supplying one dose still outweighs no doses: although the temporary interruption of the
two-dose strategy will lead to a reduction and shortening of immunity, this decision will allow more
people to be vaccinated and provide them protection in the near term, should the global cholera
situation continue deteriorating.

The current supply of cholera vaccines is extremely limited. Its use for emergency response is
coordinated by the ICG which manages the global stockpile of oral cholera vaccines. Of the total 36
million doses forecast to be produced in 2022, 24 million have already been shipped for preventive
(17%) and reactive (83%) campaigns and an additional 8 million doses were approved by the ICG for
the second round for emergency vaccination in 4 countries, illustrating the dire shortage of the vaccine.
As vaccine manufactures are producing at their maximum current capacity, there is no short-term
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solution to increase production. The temporary suspension of the two-dose strategy will allow the
remaining doses to be redirected for any needs for the rest of the year.

This is a short-term solution but to ease the problem in the longer term, urgent action is needed to
increase global vaccine production. The ICG will continue to monitor the global epidemiological trends
as well as the status of the cholera vaccine stockpile, and will review this decision regularly.

UNICEF delivers lifesaving supplies to Syria to halt the spread of cholera
DAMASCUS, 20 October 2022 — UNICEF delivered lifesaving health and water, hygiene, and

sanitation supplies to Syria earlier this week to scale up efforts to halt the cholera outbreak. The
supplies included acute watery diarrhoea (AWD) kits to support health facilities and communities in
treating 36,000 moderate and severe AWD cases, and aqua tabs to help 350,000 people to treat water
for their households’ needs...

Cholera threat ‘close to a death sentence' for children with severe acute malnutrition in
Haiti as food insecurity worsens

PORT-AU-PRINCE/PANAMA/NEW YORK, 14 October 2022 — Nearly 100,000 children under the age of
five who are already suffering from severe acute malnutrition -also known as severe wasting - are
especially vulnerable to the ongoing cholera outbreak affecting Haiti, UNICEF has warned.

At a time when much of the country is facing growing food insecurity, acutely malnourished children
have weakened immune systems and they are at least three times more likely to die if they contract
cholera, further reinforcing the need for urgent action to contain the disease.

Since cholera was first reported on 2 October 2022, there have been 357 suspected cases with more
than half of these in children under the age of 14. Children aged between one and four years are at
the greatest risk...

Women, Children, Adolescent Health

Staggering backsliding across women'’s, children’s and adolescents’ health revealed in new
UN analysis

COVID-19, confiict, climate crises exacerbate setbacks for childhood and adolescent prospects,
women’s rights

News release

18 October 2022, Berlin

A new UN report shows that women’s and children’s health has suffered globally, as the impacts of
conflict, the COVID-19 pandemic and climate change converge with devastating effects on
prospects for children, young people and women. Data presented in the report show a
critical regression across virtually every major measure of childhood well-being, and many
key indicators of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Since the last Every Woman
Every Child Progress Report published in 2020, food insecurity, hunger, child marriage, risks from
intimate partner violence, and adolescent depression and anxiety have all increased.
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An estimated 25 million children were un- or under-vaccinated in 2021 — 6 million more
than in 2019 - increasing their risk of contracting deadly and debilitating diseases. Millions of children
missed out on school during the pandemic, many for more than a year, while approximately 80% of
children in 104 countries and territories experienced learning-loss because of school closures. Since the
start of the global pandemic, 10.5 million children lost a parent or caregiver to COVID-19.

“At the core of our unkept promise is the failure to address the gaping inequities at the root of global
crises, from the COVID-19 pandemic to conflicts and the climate emergency. The report describes the
impacts of these crises on women, children and adolescents, from maternal mortality to education
losses to severe malnutrition,” said Antonio Guterres, United Nations Secretary-General.

The report provides wide-ranging evidence that children and adolescents face wildly divergent chances
of leading a healthy life simply based on where they are born, their exposure to conflict, and the
economic circumstances of their families. For example:

= A child born in a low-income country has an average life expectancy at birth of around
63 years, compared to 80 in a high-income country. This devastating 17-year survival gap
has changed little over recent years. In 2020, 5 million children died even before the age of 5,
mostly from preventable or treatable causes. Meanwhile, most maternal, child, and adolescent
deaths and stillbirths are concentrated in just two regions — sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia.

= More than 45 million children had acute malnutrition in 2020, a life-threatening condition
which leaves them vulnerable to death, developmental delays and disease. Nearly three-quarters of
these children live in lower-middle-income countries. A staggering 149 million children were stunted
in 2020. Africa is the only region where the numbers of children affected by stunting increased over
the past 20 years, from 54.4 million in 2000 to 61.4 million in 2020.

* The six countries with the highest numbers of internally displaced persons —
Afghanistan, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ethiopia, Sudan, the Syrian Arab
Republic and Yemen — are also among the top 10 food insecure countries.

= A woman in sub-Saharan Africa has around a 130 times higher risk of dying from
causes relating to pregnancy or childbirth than a woman in Europe or North America.
Coverage of antenatal care, skilled birth attendance, and postnatal care is far from reaching all
women in low- and middle- income countries, leaving them at elevated risk of death and disability.

= Millions of children and their families are experiencing poor physical and mental health from recent
humanitarian disasters in Afghanistan, Ethiopia, Pakistan, Somalia, Ukraine and Yemen. In
2021, a record 89.3 million people worldwide were driven from their homes by war, violence,
persecution, and human rights abuse.

The report calls upon the global community to address this damaging trajectory and protect the
promises made to women, children, and adolescents in the Sustainable Development Goals. In
particular, it advocates for countries to continue investing in health services, to address all crises and
food insecurity, and empower women and young people around the world.

Protect the promise: 2022 progress report on the Every Woman Every Child Global
Strategy for Women'’s, Children’s and Adolescents’ Health (2016—2030)

WHO, UNICEF, UNFPA, Partnership for Maternal, Newborn & Child Health (PMNCH) and Countdown to
2030
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October 2022 :: 88 pages
PDF: https://protect.everywomaneverychild.org/assets/EWEC-2022-Report.pdf

The report is a bi-annual summary of progress in response to the UN Secretary General's Every
Woman Every Child Global Strategy for Women, Children's and Adolescents' Health. The most
comprehensive synthesis of evidence on the current state of maternal, newborn, child and adolescent
health, it updates the last Every Woman Every Child Global Strategy Progress Report published in 2020.

Featured Journal Content

Vaccine

Volume 40, Issue 42 pages 6001-6188 (6 October 2022)

https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/vaccine/vol/40/issue/42

Review article Full text access

Country immunization policies for refugees across 20 low-middle income and 20 high-

income countries

Jad A. Elharake, Saad B. Omer, Jason L. Schwartz

Pages 6017-6022

Highlights

» 13/20 LMICs and 14/20 HICs included refugees in their national routine immunization policies.

» Refugees should be included in national routine immunization policies.

= Refugees should be provided with accessible and affordable immunizations.

» Efforts would reduce vaccine-preventable diseases and protect the health of refugee populations—
especially during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Abstract

In 2020, 26 million refugees resettled in a new country—fleeing their homes due to conflict and

persecution. Due to low immunization coverage and underlying health conditions, refugees commonly

face an increased risk of contracting vaccine-preventable diseases. We collected and analyzed existing

routine immunization policies for refugees across 20 low- and middle-income countries (LMICs) and 20

high-income countries (HICs), each with the highest number of refugees per 1000 residents. Primary

and secondary data sources were used to collect policy evidence. Across 20 LMICs, 13 countries

specified standing nationwide routine immunization policies for refugees, while 14 out of the 20 HICs

included refugees in their national routine immunization programs. LMICs and HICs should include

refugees in their national routine immunization policies and provide accessible and affordable

immunizations. Such efforts would reduce vaccine-preventable diseases and protect the health of

refugee populations—especially during the COVID-19 pandemic.

[Excerpts]
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Table 1

Principal characteristics and features of routine immunization policies pertaining to refigess for 200 LMICs and 20 HICs,

Countries

LMICs

Standing Policics Applicable
Nationwide

Refugees only living in camps

Refugees only registered wilh Uhe
UNHCR

Relugees treated like natural borm
citizens

Duthreak-specific Resources

Vaccination Campaigns

HICs

Standing Policies Applicable
MNatinnwide

Specific rowtine vaccination policies
for refugees

Vaccinations for all ages

Vaccinations for children only

Basic Clinical Screenings

Pre-Arrival

Arrival

Community-based

Costs of Vaccinations
Free-ol-charge

Oul-ol-pockel lees
Specilic Vaccinations Upon Arrival

Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Kenya, Lebanon, Liberia, Montenegro, Naum, Pakistan, Rwanda, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Turkey, and
Upanda

Iraq, Iran, Jordan, Kenya, Lebanon, and Liberia

The Democralic Republic of Congo, Pakistan, amd Bwanda

Leshanon, Montemegro, amd Maum

Cameroon, Chad, lran, Sudan, amd Yemen
Chad, Djibouti, Matritania, Sidan, Syria, amd Turkey

Aunsiria, Belginm, Canada, Cyprus, Denmark, Finkand, France, Germany, Israel, Italy, Liechtenstein, Nonway, Sweden, and United
Kingdom
Belgium, Canada, Germany, lsrael, Italy, and Liechtenstein

Austria, Belgium, Canada, Cyprus, Finland, France, Germany, [srael, Italy, Liechtenstein, Norway, and United Kingdom
Denmark and Sweden

Austria, Belgium, Canada, Cyprus, France, Germany, Italy, PFanama, Switzerland, and United Kingdom

Austria, Belgium, Canada, Cyprus, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Italy, lsrael, Liechtenstein, Lixembourg, Malta,
Netherlands, Morway, Fanama. Switzerland, and United Kingdom

Austria. Belgium, Cyprus, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, laly. Isracl. Liechienstein, eembourg, Malta, Netherlands,
Norway. and United Kingdom

Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Ilaly, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Sweden, and Uniled
Kingdom

Australia, Canada, Israel, Liechiensiein, Norway, Panama, and Swilzerland

Belgivm, Canada, Cyprus, Finland, Israel, Malla, Netherlands, Norway, Panama, Sweden, and Swilzerland

4.1. Implications and lessons

Across both HICs and LMICs, the delivery of affordable routine immunization services for refugees as
part of the basic health services through national vaccine programs should be prioritized. For LMICs,
given that there are limitations in the countries’ health system capacity (e.g., the lack of much-needed
financial and human resources impacts the implementation of national recommendations and policies
and the supply of immunization services for refugees), financial and resource support from
international organizations is needed. In addition, mobile vaccination clinics, combined health care-
services, and routine immunization data collection would help bridge immunity gaps, especially in hard-
to-reach refugee settings and populations [20].

In HICs, culturally-appropriate and locally-organized routine immunization services may be helpful in
reaching refugees in geographic clusters, and would address any language and cultural barriers with
navigating a new health care system. Additionally, health care authorities should conduct survey
research and longitudinal studies, in collaboration with local and community organizations, to identify,
understand, and address potential vaccine hesitancy or knowledge gaps among the refugee population.
Lastly, countries, particularly LMICs, must strengthen their disease surveillance systems to evaluate the
role of routine immunization programs in reducing VPDs and continuously inform vaccine policy

decisions...

4.3. Strengths and limitations

To our knowledge, this is the first study to conduct a comparative analysis of routine immunization
policies pertaining to refugees within LMICs and HICs. Limitations of our analysis includes uncertainty
regarding the extent to which these national policies have been implemented in practice. Also, because
of how secondary data were collected in this research, policies that were unpublished were not
included in our data, unless provided by the public health officials contacted. In particular, additional
policy information may exist for the 9 LMICs for which responses from WHO-country officers to queries
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were not provided. Also, due to the nature of available immunization policy information, particularly for
LMICs, a comprehensive list of specifically available vaccines and the number of vaccine doses offered,
which may vary greatly among the different countries, could not be compiled. Additionally, we were
unable to compile comprehensive data on refugees being revaccinated, the usage of vaccine cards, or
self-referral. Given that our study was focused on national immunization policies, we did not include
any regional or local approaches. Lastly, additional research is needed to further understand the
continuously evolving landscape of vaccine policies for refugees worldwide, for both the 40 countries
included in this analysis and others...

One Health

One Health Joint Plan of Action launched to address health threats to humans, animals,
plants and environment

Published on 17 October 2022

Joint Press Release - FAO, UNEP, WHO and WOAH —

17 October 2022, Paris, Geneva, Nairobi, Rome — Today, a hew One Health Joint Plan of Action was
launched by the Quadripartite — the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAQO), the
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the World Health Organization (WHO), and the World
Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH, founded as OIE).

This first joint plan on One Health aims to create a framework to integrate systems and capacity so
that we can collectively better prevent, predict, detect, and respond to health threats. Ultimately, this
initiative seeks to improve the health of humans, animals, plants, and the environment, while
contributing to sustainable development.

The One Health Joint Plan of Action, developed through a participatory process, provides a set of
activities that aim to strengthen collaboration, communication, capacity building, and coordination
equally across all sectors responsible for addressing health concerns at the human-animal-plant-
environment interface.

The One Health Joint Plan of Action (OH JPA)

The five-year plan (2022-2026) focuses on supporting and expanding capacities in six areas: One
Health capacities for health systems, emerging and re-emerging zoonotic epidemics, endemic zoonotic,
neglected tropical and vector-borne diseases, food safety risks, antimicrobial resistance and the
environment.

This technical document is informed by evidence, best practices, and existing guidance. It covers a set
of actions which endeavour to advance One Health at global, regional and national levels. These
actions notably include the development of an upcoming implementation guidance for countries,
international partners, and non-State actors such as civil society organizations, professional
associations, academia and research institutions.

The plan sets out operational objectives, which include: providing a framework for collective and
coordinated action to mainstream the One Health approach at all levels; providing upstream policy and
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legislative advice and technical assistance to help set national targets and priorities; and promoting
multinational, multi-sector, multidisciplinary collaboration, learning and exchange of knowledge,
solutions and technologies. It also fosters the values of cooperation and shared responsibility,
multisectoral action and partnership, gender equity, and inclusiveness...

One Health Joint Plan of Action (2022-2026)

WORKING TOGETHER FOR THE HEALTH OF HUMANS, ANIMALS, PLANTS AND THE ENVIRONMENT
Strategic Plan

- Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

- United Nations Environment Programme

- World Health Organization

- World Organisation for Animal Health

Rome, 2022 :: 86 pages

PDF: https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2022/04/one-health-joint-plan-of-action-final.pdf

FIGURE 3: THE SIX OH JPA ACTION TRACKS

Enhancing One

Health capacities to strengthen
health systems

Integrating the Action track 2: Reducing the risks

Environment into One Health from emerging and re-emerging
zoonotic epidemics and pandemics

Action track 3: Controlling and
eliminating zoonotic, neglected
tropical and vector-bome diseases

Action track 5: Curbing the silent
pandemic of Antimicrobial
Resistance (AMR)

o

Action track 4: Strengthening
the assessment, management and
communication of food safety risks

The OH JPA is structured around six action tracks (areas of action) for addressing key health
challenges at the human—animal-plant—environment interface that require a One Health approach. The
action tracks are interdependent. They also capture a systems approach required to reduce health
threats shared by humans, animals, plants and the environment and contribute to achieving
sustainable health and food systems, as well as improved ecosystem management.

Overview
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The One Health Joint Plan of Action (2022—-2026) (OH JPA) outlines the commitment of the
Quadripartite organisations—the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the World Health Organization (WHO) and the World
Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH, founded as OIE)- to collectively advocate and support the
implementation of the One Health approach. It builds on, complements and adds value to existing
global and regional One Health and coordination initiatives aimed at strengthening capacity to address
complex multidimensional health risks with more resilient health systems at global, regional and
national level.

COVAX — COVID Vaccines

Gavi, Moderna update COVAX supply agreement; agree on access to variant-containing
vaccines for lower-income countries

- Gavi and Moderna agree to cancel remaining volumes under existing COVAX supply agreement

- Two parties establish framework for lower-income countries to access up to 100 million doses of
variant-containing vaccine (VCV) through COVAX

- Dr Seth Berkley, CEO of Gavi: "This agreement with Moderna represents a critical step for equitable
access, helping COVAX adjust its portfolio to current demand and ensuring lower income countries
have access to variant-containing vaccines to use where appropriate.”

Geneva, 17 October 2022 — Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance announced today that it had signed an
agreement with Moderna related to the supply of COVID-19 vaccines to lower-income countries
supported by the Gavi COVAX Advance Market Commitment (AMC). Under the agreement, Gavi and
Moderna agree to cancel remaining volumes under their previous agreement in 2022, and establish a
framework for lower-income countries to access doses of variant-containing vaccine (VCV)
beginning in 2023. Gavi will have the right to access up to 100 million VCV doses, at
Moderna’s lowest tiered price, on behalf of AMC participants...

In the two years since the first COVID-19 vaccine received WHO emergency approval in December
2020, COVAX has delivered 1.8 billion doses to 146 countries around the world — the largest and
fastest public health rollout in history. This includes nearly 186 million doses of the Moderna
vaccine, through both the advance purchase agreement with Moderna and dose donations.
This effort has enabled 92 lower-income countries to protect, on average, more than 50%
of their populations with two doses of COVID-19 vaccine — and protect the majority of
those at highest risk such as health care workers and the elderly...

A key element to COVAX'’s ability to deploy COVID-19 vaccines at a historically high rate has been its
ability to adapt to an unpredictable and rapidly changing pandemic environment. This latest
agreement is part of an on-going effort to actively manage COVAX'’s portfolio to meet
countries’ evolving needs and be prepared for unexpected future scenarios by rephasing,
resizing and updating supply agreements with manufacturers and donors.

Recognising that countries’ needs are still constantly changing, COVAX has also updated its
allocation model so that AMC participants can now request — and be rapidly allocated —
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doses at any time. To-date, COVAX has been able to make doses available for 100% of the country
requests received through this “rolling allocation” process.

Statement on the thirteenth meeting of the International Health Regulations (2005)
Emergency Committee regarding the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic

18 October 2022

Statement

Report of the thirteenth meeting of the International Health Regulations (2005) (IHR) Emergency
Committee regarding the coronavirus 2019 disease (COVID-19) pandemic, held on Thursday, 13
October 2022, from 12:00 to 16:00 CEST.

The WHO Director-General concurs with the advice offered by the Committee regarding
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and determines that the event continues to constitute a
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC).

The WHO Director-General considered the advice provided by the Committee regarding the proposed
Temporary Recommendations. The set of Temporary Recommendations issued by the WHO Director-
General is presented at the end of this statement.

[Excerpts]

Deliberative session

The Committee acknowledged progress in controlling the outbreak in many countries with the number
of severe cases and deaths substantially decreased and high levels of population immunity achieved in
many countries through vaccination and/or infection, leading to resumption of economic and social life
and lifting of most COVID-19-related restrictions.

However, the Committee was concerned that despite being well into the third year of the
pandemic, there remained considerable uncertainties as to the further trajectory of the
virus as well as to the genetic and antigenic characteristics and clinical impact of future
variants. The Committee also remained concerned over the increasing challenges in quantifying the
broader COVID-19 burden on health systems including thrombotic and endocrine complications as well
as the extent and burden of Post COVID-19 condition. More broadly, Committee members recognized
that many health systems remain under pressure because of other health emergencies and competing
health priorities, in addition to the challenges posed by COVID-19. In this context, the Committee
expressed concern about the heavy workload and associated burnout being experienced by health care
workers worldwide, leading to an increased deficit in the workforce.

The Committee also expressed concern over the reduction in epidemiological and
laboratory surveillance for SARS-CoV-2. This impedes assessments of currently circulating
and emerging variants of the virus, including genomic and phenotypic assessments, and hinders
abilities to interpret trends in transmission and burden of disease. The Committee continued to
highlight the importance of expediting the integration of COVID-19 surveillance into other routine
surveillance systems, including the integration of COVID-19 surveillance with the surveillance of other
respiratory pathogens, community-based surveillance, and the potential value of supplementing it with
wastewater surveillance.

The Committee acknowledged the ongoing work of WHO and partners to achieve WHO-
and SAGE-recommended vaccination targets, particularly reaching 100% vaccination


https://www.who.int/news/item/18-10-2022-statement-on-the-thirteenth-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-coronavirus-disease-(covid-19)-pandemic
https://www.who.int/news/item/18-10-2022-statement-on-the-thirteenth-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-coronavirus-disease-(covid-19)-pandemic
https://www.who.int/news/item/18-10-2022-statement-on-the-thirteenth-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-coronavirus-disease-(covid-19)-pandemic
https://www.who.int/news/item/18-10-2022-statement-on-the-thirteenth-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-coronavirus-disease-(covid-19)-pandemic

coverage among those in the highest priority groups. Nonetheless, concern remained as to the
lack of sharing of data needed to monitor progress of vaccination campaigns, and—where data is
available-the persistent inequities in access to vaccines as well as to WHO-recommended therapeutics.
These inequities in access have resulted in many COVID-19 deaths that may have otherwise been
avoided. The Committee acknowledged the disruption the pandemic continues to have on
routine (non—COVID-19) immunization activities, which has repeatedly manifested as
outbreaks of vaccine-preventable diseases in areas where essential immunization
activities have lapsed since early 2020.

The Committee recognized that many national COVID-19 policies reflect a perception that the
emergency may be over and that governments, healthcare workers and societies in general are
experiencing "COVID-19 fatigue." The Committee therefore emphasized the need to enhance social
listening and community engagement as means to better tailor risk communications and contextualize
policies, that will help people to continue to take the actions needed to protect their health. The
Committee highlighted persistent misinformation related to many aspects of the COVID-19 response,
particularly the dangers posed by pervasive disinformation on vaccination, vaccine hesitancy and the
convergence of organized anti-vaccination efforts in many countries.

Status of the Public Health Emergency of International Concern
...In advising the WHO Director-General that the event still constitutes a PHEIC, the Committee
developed the following arguments underpinning its advice.

First, the clear decoupling in incident cases and severe disease has led to a perception in
communities that the emergency may be over and that measures to reduce transmission
are no longer warranted. Although the number of weekly deaths reported to WHO is near the
lowest since the pandemic began, it remains high compared with other respiratory viruses, and the
added burden of COVID-19 related complications and Post COVID-19 Condition is also high and its full
impact not completely understood. The evolution of the outbreak during the upcoming winter season in
the Northern hemisphere must also be considered.

Second, although ongoing evolution of the virus is expected to continue, the genetic and
antigenic characteristics of future variants cannot yet be reliably predicted, partly due to the
current gaps in global surveillance that hinder identifying and evaluating these changes early. In
addition, the ongoing virus evolution, with potentially increased properties of immune escape, may
pose challenges to current vaccines and therapeutics.

Finally, inequities in access to COVID-19 vaccines and therapeutics persist between and
within countries, such that the highest priority groups do not currently have access to safe and
effective vaccine and therapeutics everywhere.

Given the above considerations, the Committee concurred that continued coordination of the
international response is necessary to reliably evaluate the health impact of the pandemic, monitor and
assess the evolution of the virus and the impact of future variants, to intensify efforts to ensure access
to safe and effective countermeasures, and to enhance tailored risk communication and community
engagement activities.



Overall, the Committee considered that the situation remains dynamic and requires
frequent reassessments, and that the termination of the PHEIC, when considered feasible, should
be implemented as safely as possible....

PHEIC

Coronavirus [COVID-19] - WHO

Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC)
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019

Weekly Epidemiological and Operational updates
Last update: 21 Oct 2022

Confirmed cases :: 623 893 894
Confirmed deaths :: 6 553 936
Vaccine doses administered: 12 814 704 622

Weekly epidemiological update on COVID-19 — 19 October 2022
Overview

Globally, the number of new weekly cases decreased by 6% during the week of 10 to 16 October
2022, as compared to the previous week, with over 2.9 million new cases reported. The number of new
weekly deaths decreased by 17%, as compared to the previous week, with about 8300 fatalities
reported.

As of 16 October 2022, 621 million confirmed cases and 6.5 million deaths have been reported
globally.

Figure 1. COVID-19 cases reported weekly by WHO Region, and global deaths, as of 16 October 2022**
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https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update-on-covid-19---19-october-2022

Status of COVID-19 Vaccines within WHO EUL/PQ evaluation process 21 July 2022
[New additions; Full scale view available at title link above]

UNICEF COVID-19 Vaccine Market Dashboard :: Agreements Table Accessed 22 Oct 2022
An overview of information collected from publicly announced bilateral and multilateral supply
agreements [no new agreements since 3/20/2022 reported]
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Global Dashboard on COVID-19 Vaccine Equity
The Dashboard is a joint initiative of UNDP, WHO and the University of Oxford with cooperation across
the UN system, anchored in the SDG 3 Global Action Plan for Healthy Lives and Well-being for All.

Dashboard on Vaccine Equity [accessed 22 Oct 2022]: https://data.undp.org/vaccine-equity/
See also visualization on Vaccine Access and Vaccine Affordability
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https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj69NvWpojvAhXORTABHU7pCfEQFjAAegQIAxAD&url=https%3A%2F%2Fextranet.who.int%2Fpqweb%2Fkey-resources%2Fdocuments%2Fstatus-covid-19-vaccines-within-who-eulpq-evaluation-process&usg=AOvVaw2ZuZgAiQ_JV1xYYPsr0GGJ
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiNmE0YjZiNzUtZjk2OS00ZTg4LThlMzMtNTRhNzE0NzA4YmZlIiwidCI6Ijc3NDEwMTk1LTE0ZTEtNGZiOC05MDRiLWFiMTg5MjAyMzY2NyIsImMiOjh9&pageName=ReportSectiona329b3eafd86059a947b
https://data.undp.org/vaccine-equity/
https://data.undp.org/vaccine-equity/accessibility/
https://data.undp.org/vaccine-equity/affordability/

COVID-19 Global Targets and Progress Tracker - IMF
The COVID-19 Global Targets and Progress Tracker presents a consolidated view of the progress
towards global COVID-19 targets, barriers in access to COVID-19 tools, and delivery of donor pledges.

The global targets presented in the Tracker are based on an alignment of the targets identified in the
IMF Pandemic Proposal, ACT-A Strategic Plan & Budget, and the US-hosted Global C19 Summit, and as
such have been reaffirmed by multilateral institutions and global leaders. We will continue to enhance
the tracker as we improve our data collection efforts.

Duke — Launch and Scale Speedometer

The Race for Global COVID-19 Vaccine Equity
See our COVID Vaccine Purchases research

See our COVID Vaccine Manufacturing research

See our COVID Vaccine Donations & Exports research

Overview of donations by top 10 donating countries (Country Category:
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https://www.imf.org/en/Topics/imf-and-covid19/COVID-19-Global-Targets-and-Progress-Tracker
https://launchandscalefaster.org/COVID-19
https://launchandscalefaster.org/covid-19/vaccinepurchases
https://launchandscalefaster.org/covid-19/vaccinemanufacturing
https://launchandscalefaster.org/covid-19/vaccinedonations

COVID Vaccines — OCHA:: HDX

COVID-19 Data Explorer: Global Humanitarian Operations
COVID-19 Vaccine Roll-out

15 Oct 2022 | COVAX (WHO,GAVI,CEPI), UNDESA, Press Reports | DATA

Global COVID-19 Figures: 120M total confirmed cases; 2.3M total confirmed deaths
Global vaccines administered: 12.9B

Number of Countries: 28

COVAX Allocations Round 4-9 (Number of Doses): 170M

COVAX Delivered (Number of Doses): 370M

Other Delivered (Number of Doses): 400M

Total Delivered (Number of Doses): 770M

Total Administered (Number of Doses): 520M

Global COVID-19 Access Tracker
https://www.covid19globaltracker.org/

The ACT-Accelerator and Multilateral Leaders Task Force Global COVID-19 Access Tracker
(GCAT) is a dynamic tool to transparently track progress towards the global targets for
access to COVID-19 vaccines, treatments, tests and PPE.

Vaccination > Testing > Therapeutics > Health Workers >

78 19 -= —=

Countries with Countries testing daily All cases cared forin All healthcare workers
vaccination coverage at rate >100/100K pop all countries protected {unavailable)
>70% (unavailable)

1.8 Bn 164 Mn US$ 276 Mn US$ 736 Mn

Doses delivered by COVAX to date Tests delivered via ACT-A to date Treatments & O2 supplies delivered via Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
ACT-A to date delivered via ACT-A to date

Updated on Oct 20, 2022 @ About these targets ©) Methodology  Download the data

Multilateral Leaders Task Force on COVID-19 [IMF, World Bank Group, WHO, WTO]
https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data



https://data.humdata.org/visualization/covid19-humanitarian-operations/?layer=covid-19_vaccine_roll-out
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/covid-19-vaccine-doses-in-hrp-countries
https://www.covid19globaltracker.org/
https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data

A global effort to help developing countries access and deliver COVID-19 vaccines, testing, and
therapeutics, as they work to end the pandemic and boost economic recovery.

The International Monetary Fund, World Bank Group, World Health Organization and World Trade
Organization have joined forces to accelerate access to COVID-19 vaccines, therapeutics and
diagnostics by leveraging multilateral finance and trade solutions, particularly in low- and middle-
income countries.

Website accessed 22 Oct 2022: https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data The global view below is
complemented by country-specific dashboards here.
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Our World in Data

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Vaccinations [Accessed22 Oct 2022]

11 68.4% of the world population has received at least one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine.

:: 12.86 billion doses have been administered globally, and 2.66 million are now administered each
day.

11 23.3% of people in low-income countries have received at least one dose.

U.S.: COVID-19 Vaccines — Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment

HHS
News
No new digest content identified.

FDA
Press Announcements
No new digest content identified.



https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data
https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data/countries
https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations
https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations#what-share-of-the-population-has-received-at-least-one-dose-of-vaccine
https://ourworldindata.org/explorers/coronavirus-data-explorer?zoomToSelection=true&pickerSort=asc&pickerMetric=location&Interval=Cumulative&Relative+to+Population=false&Align+outbreaks=false&country=~OWID_WRL&Metric=Vaccine+doses
https://ourworldindata.org/explorers/coronavirus-data-explorer?zoomToSelection=true&pickerSort=asc&pickerMetric=location&Interval=7-day+rolling+average&Relative+to+Population=false&Align+outbreaks=false&country=~OWID_WRL&Metric=Vaccine+doses
https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/share-people-vaccinated-covid?country=High+income~Upper+middle+income~Lower+middle+income~Low+income
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/index.html
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/fda-newsroom/press-announcements

Europe: COVID-19 Vaccines — Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment

European Medicines Agency
News & Press Releases
News: EMA recommends approval of Comirnaty and Spikevax COVID-19 vaccines for

children from 6 months of age (updated)
CHMP, Last updated: 19/10/2022

News: EMA recommends approval of second adapted Spikevax vaccine (new)
CHMP, Last updated: 19/10/2022

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en

Latest Updates [Selected]

News

New Omicron sub-lineage likely to cause further increase in covid-19 cases
Epidemiological update - 21 Oct 2022

News
Ebola outbreak in Uganda, as of 21 October 2022
Epidemiological update - 21 Oct 2022

News

High monkeypox vaccine acceptance among male users of smartphone-based online gay-

dating apps in Europe
News - 21 Oct 2022

News
Joint ECDC-WHO/Europe monkeypox surveillance bulletin
Epidemiological update - 19 Oct 2022

Monkeypox multi-country outbreak - second update
Risk assessment
18 Oct 2022

Africa: COVID-19 — Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment
https://africacdc.org/covid-19-vaccination/

Africa CDC COVID-19 Vaccine Dashboard

S Safeguarding Africa's Health

Vaccine Overview  \Vaccination Coverage  \accine Supply  Vaccine Utilization  Vaccine Policy  Vaccine Delivery Targets

Member State Vaccine Summary


https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/search/search/ema_editorial_content/ema_news?sort=field_ema_computed_date_field&order=desc
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/ema-recommends-approval-comirnaty-spikevax-covid-19-vaccines-children-6-months-age
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/ema-recommends-approval-comirnaty-spikevax-covid-19-vaccines-children-6-months-age
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https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/new-omicron-sub-lineage-likely-cause-further-increase-covid-19-cases
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/ebola-outbreak-uganda
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/ebola-outbreak-uganda
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/ebola-outbreak-uganda
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/ebola-outbreak-uganda
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/high-monkeypox-vaccine-acceptance-among-male-users-smartphone-based-online-gay-dating
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/high-monkeypox-vaccine-acceptance-among-male-users-smartphone-based-online-gay-dating
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/high-monkeypox-vaccine-acceptance-among-male-users-smartphone-based-online-gay-dating
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/high-monkeypox-vaccine-acceptance-among-male-users-smartphone-based-online-gay-dating
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/joint-ecdc-whoeurope-monkeypox-surveillance-bulletin
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/joint-ecdc-whoeurope-monkeypox-surveillance-bulletin
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/joint-ecdc-whoeurope-monkeypox-surveillance-bulletin
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/joint-ecdc-whoeurope-monkeypox-surveillance-bulletin
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/monkeypox-multi-country-outbreak-second-update
https://africacdc.org/covid-19-vaccination/
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Russia: COVID-19 Vaccines — Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment

Russia: Sputnik V — "the first registered COVID-19 vaccine”
https://sputnikvaccine.com/newsroom/pressreleases/

Press Releases

No new digest content identified.

India: COVID-19 Vaccines — Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
https://www.mohfw.gov.in/

COVID-19 INDIA as on :

33 October 2022 08:00 Active (0.05%) Discharged (98.76%) _
IST (GMT+5:30)

(11 Status change since 23432 44090349 528961

yesterday)

COVID-19 Vaccination

2023, G000 ST Total Vaccination : 2,19,55,98,943 (2,110,617 4)

(GMT+5:30)

Government of India — Press Information Bureau
Latest Press Releases
No new digest content identified.

Indian Council for Medical Research (ICMR)
https://www.icmr.gov.in/media.html

Press Releases

No new digest content identified.



https://sputnikvaccine.com/newsroom/pressreleases/
https://www.mohfw.gov.in/
https://pib.gov.in/indexm.aspx
https://www.icmr.gov.in/media.html

China: COVID-19 Vaccines — Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment

[We did not identify any substantive, official announcements about China’s COVID response in general,
or in Shanghai, Beijjing or other China locations. ]

PHEIC

Monkeypox

Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC)
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/monkeypox-oubreak-2022

Multi-country outbreak of monkeypox, External situation report #8 - 19 October 2022

Laboratory Deaths
Risk assessment confirmed
Global risk — Moderate cases territories
WHO Regional risk 73 437 109

European Region, Region of the Americas — High
African Region, Eastern Mediterranean Region, Southeast Asia Region — Moderate
Western Pacific Region — Low

Highlights

:: During the week of 10 October to 16 October 2022, the number of monkeypox cases reported in the
Regions of Europe and the Americas continue to decline, driving the overall downward trend observed
since August 2022.

:: Since the last Situation Report published on 5 October 2022, 4537 new cases (6.6% increase in total
cases) and four new deaths have been reported.

:: WHO has circulated, through its Regional Offices, a protocol to support the in-depth case
investigation form (CIF) for Member State use, to better understand case characteristics and
transmission dynamics.

:: Multi-disciplinary country support missions have been conducted by WHO in the past two weeks to
lend support to optimizing surveillance and other areas of monkeypox response, including in Ghana,
Nigeria, and (remotely) to the Gulf Centre for Disease Prevention and Control for a Gulf Coordinating
Council (GCC) States regional risk assessment exercise.

:: For strategic planning and global support, WHO is appealing for US$ 33.82 million to take immediate
action to stop the monkeypox outbreak in collaboration with the Member States, partners, and other
stakeholders...


https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/monkeypox-oubreak-2022
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/multi-country-outbreak-of-monkeypox--external-situation-report--8---19-october-2022
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/multi-country-outbreak-of-monkeypox--external-situation-report--8---19-october-2022

Polio

Polio this week as of 19 Oct 2022 - GPEI

:: In Berlin, Germany, this week at the World Health Summit, global leaders confirmed US$2.6 billion in
funding toward the GPEI's 2022-2026 Strategy, at a pledging moment co-hosted by Germany’s Federal
Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ). “No place is safe until polio has been
eradicated everywhere. As long as the virus still exists somewhere in the world, it can spread —
including in our own country. We now have a realistic chance to eradicate polio completely, and we
want to jointly seize that chance,” said Svenja Schulze, Federal Minister for Economic Cooperation and
Development, Germany. “Germany will remain a strong and committed partner in the global fight
against polio. This year, it is providing 35 million euros for this cause. And next year we plan to further
strengthen our efforts and support GPEI with 37 million euros — pending parliamentary approval.”

:: 24 October is World Polio Day, a global day to raise awareness and resources for the worldwide
effort to eradicate polio. Communities, Rotarians, civil society, governments and partners around the
world are organizing events to mark the occasion and draw attention to the opportunity to rid the
world of an infectious disease once and for all, including at a special event at WHQ's European
Regional Office with keynote speakers from partners and the Global Certification Commission for Polio
Eradication.

i1 21-22 October: World Polio Day and Beyond: a healthier future for mothers and children. A joint
Rotary/WHO in-person and digital event at WHO in Geneva. WHO Director-General Dr. Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus and Rotary International President for 2022-2023 Jennifer Jones will discuss the
work the two organizations have done together for decades to eradicate polio and how they will
continue to work together on a healthier future for mothers and children.

Summary of new polfoviruses this week:

- Pakistan: two WPV1 positive environmental samples
- Benin: One cVDPV2 case

- DR Congo: 18 cVDPV1 cases and 17 cVDPV2 cases

- Malawi: one cVDPV1 case

- Niger: two cVDPV2 positive environmental samples

- Senegal : one cVDPV2 positive environmental sample
- Togo: one cVDPV2 positive environmental sample

- Yemen: five cVDPV2 cases

UN OCHA — Current Emergencies
Current Corporate Emergencies

Afghanistan
No new digest content identified.

Northern Ethiopia
Ethiopia - Situation Report, 15 Oct 2022

Somalia
No new digest content identified.


https://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
https://polioeradication.org/news-post/global-leaders-commit-usd-2-6-billion-at-world-health-summit-to-end-polio/
https://polioeradication.org/news-post/global-leaders-commit-usd-2-6-billion-at-world-health-summit-to-end-polio/
https://www.who.int/europe/news-room/events/item/2022/10/24/default-calendar/world-polio-day-2022--20-years-polio-free-europe
https://www.who.int/europe/news-room/events/item/2022/10/24/default-calendar/world-polio-day-2022--20-years-polio-free-europe
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2022/10/21/default-calendar/world-polio-day-2022-and-beyond--a-healthier-future-for-mothers-and-children
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/afghanistan
https://www.unocha.org/ethiopia
https://reliefweb.int/node/3897151?_gl=1*s3km8l*_ga*MTc3MTQ4MzQ4Mi4xNjI3MTYyMDA5*_ga_E60ZNX2F68*MTY2NjQ5NTgyNy42LjEuMTY2NjQ5NTg1MS4zNi4wLjA.
https://www.unocha.org/somalia

Ukraine
Situation Highlights 12 Oct 2022

WHO & Regional Offices [to 22 Oct 2022]
https://www.who.int/news

Selected News/Announcements/Statements
21 October 2022

Statement

World Health Organization (WHO) response to the External Evaluation of the Access to
COVID-19 Tools Accelerator (ACT-A)

20 October 2022

Departmental news

Building next generation sequencing capacity for SARS-CoV-2 through workforce
strengthening in Kyrgyzstan

20 October 2022
Departmental news

WHO announces the update of the Consolidated Guidelines on HIV Testing Services
(update 2022-23)

19 October 2022
Departmental news
Oman first country in the Eastern Mediterranean Region to eliminate mother-to-child

transmission of HIV and syphilis

19 October 2022
News release

Shortage of cholera vaccines leads to temporary suspension of two-dose strateqgy, as cases
rise worldwide

18 October 2022
News release
Global leaders commit US$ 2.6 billion at World Health Summit to end polio

18 October 2022
Statement

Statement on the thirteenth meeting of the International Health Regulations (2005)

Emergency Committee regarding the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic

18 October 2022
News release
Staggering backsliding across women'’s, children’s and adolescents’ health revealed in new

UN analysis
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18 October 2022
Departmental news
Launch of major new progress report on women and children’s health

17 October 2022
Departmental news
Sustaining Action Against Antimicrobial Resistance: A Case Series of Country Experiences

17 October 2022
News release

UNICEF and WHO welcome KSrelief funding for measles and polio epidemics prevention

17 October 2022

News release

One Health Joint Plan of Action launched to address health threats to humans, animals
plants and environment

WHO Director General Speeches [selected]
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches
Selected Speeches

21 October 2022

Speech

WHO Director-General's remarks at the World Polio Day 2022 and Beyond event - 21
October 2022

20 October 2022
Speech
WHO Director-General's opening remarks at 3rd meeting of the IHR Emergency

Committee: multi-country outbreak of monkeypox - 20 October 2022

19 October 2022
Speech

WHO Director-General's opening remarks at media briefing — 19 October 2022

19 October 2022

Speech

WHO Director-General's opening remarks at the 11th Meeting of the WHO Member State
mechanism on substandard and falsified medical products - 19 October 2022

18 October 2022

Speech

WHO Director-General's opening remarks at "Protect the Promise: Equal access and
opportunity for every woman, child and adolescent”, World Health Summit - 18 October
2022
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18 October 2022
Remarks

WHO Director-General's closing remarks at the World Health Summit: Moving into the
Future: Making the Political Choice for Health - 18 October 2022

WHO Regional Offices
Selected Press Releases, Announcements

WHO African Region
:: Ghana targets over 7 million in polio vaccination drive 21 October 2022

:: COVID-19 vaccination roll-out stagnates in Africa 20 October 2022

Brazzaville — COVID-19 vaccination coverage has stagnated in half of African countries, while the
number of doses administered monthly declined by over 50% between July and September, a World
Health Organization (WHO) analysis finds. Although Africa is far from reaching the year-end global
target of protecting 70% of the population, modest progress has been made in vaccinating high-risk
population groups, particularly the elderly...

:: Sierra Leone targets cervical cancer mortality by vaccinating girls 11 October 2022

WHO Region of the Americas PAHO

:: Statement on the thirteenth meeting of the International Health Regulations (2005)
Emergency Committee regarding the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic

19 October 2022 — The WHO Director-General has the pleasure of transmitting the Report of the
thirteenth meeting of the International Health Regulations (2005) (IHR) Emergency Committee
regarding the coronavirus 2019 disease (COVID-19) pandemic, held on Thursday, 13 October 2022,
from 12:00 to 16:00 CEST. The WHO Director-General...

:: Discussions at the Cuba Salud 2022 International Health Convention Focus on Post-
pandemic Health and Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals

Havana, Cuba, 19 October 2022 (PAHO)- The current challenges facing health systems after the
COVID-19 pandemic, as well as how to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030,
were the focus of a high-level panel on the second day of the fourth edition of Cuba Salud 2022, an
international health convention that continues in Havana...

:: Statement: Circulation of “Public Warning Alert” on COVID-19 vaccines fraudulently
using PAHO’s name and logo

Washington, D.C. (PAHO) — A social media video from an unidentified source unlawfully using the logo
and name of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) is circulating in English-speaking Caribbean
countries as a “Public Warning Alert” on COVID-19 vaccination in children. PAHO would like to inform
the public that the message does not reflect...

WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO
No new digest content identified.

WHO European Region EURO

:: 20 October 2022 News release

While heavily pregnant, Darina fled from Ukraine to Bulgaria, where many hands guided
her towards critical health care

11 20 October 2022 News release
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Collaboration is key to countering online misinformation about noncommunicable diseases
—new WHO/Europe toolkit shows how

:: 20 October 2022 News release

Joining forces to meet unprecedented need: How Bulgaria has responded to the Ukrainian
refugee crisis

:: 19 October 2022 News release

How WHO is supporting Azerbaijan in improving rehabilitation and assistive technology
services

WHO Western Pacific Region
No new digest content identified.

Disease Outbreak News (DONSs)

Latest WHO Disease Outbreak News (DONSs), providing information on confirmed acute public health
events or potential events of concern.

20 October 2022 | Rift Valley fever - Mauritania
19 October 2022 | Cholera - Lebanon
17 October 2022 | Malaria - Pakistan

WHO Events

https://www.who.int/news-room/events/1

[Selected]

Strategic & Technical Advisory Group on Infectious Hazards with Pandemic and Epidemic
Potential (STAG-IH) - October 2022

24 — 26 October 2022

New WHO Publications

https://www.who.int/publications/i

Selected Titles

18 October 2022

Report of the Regional Director : the work of WHO in the Western Pacific Region, 1 July
2021 - 30 June...

18 October 2022
Informal consultation on end-game challenges for trachoma elimination

17 October 2022
Updated recommendations on treatment of adolescents and children with chronic HCV
infection, and HCV...
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17 October 2022
Good practice statement on the use of variant-containing COVID-19 vaccines

CDC/ACIP [U.S.] [to 22 Oct 2022]
http://www.cdc.gov/media/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html
Latest News Releases
CDC Director Tests Positive For COVID-19
October 22, 2022
Last night, CDC Director Dr. Rochelle Walensky tested positive for COVID-19. She is up to date with
her vaccines. Dr. Walensky is experiencing mild symptoms.

ACIP Immunization Schedule Vote
October 20, 2022

Today, CDC’s Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) recommended updates to the
2023 childhood and adult immunization schedules, which includes incorporating additional information
for approved or authorized COVID-19 vaccines.

CDC Allows Novavax Monovalent COVID-19 Boosters for Adults Ages 18 and Older
Wednesday, October 19, 2022

Inequities Found in Flu Vaccine Uptake
Tuesday, October 18, 2022

The U.S. Response to Ebola Outbreaks in Uganda
Tuesday, October 18, 2022

ACIP Meetings
Next ACIP Meeting

No meetings identified.

MMWR Weekly: Current Volume (71)

October 21, 2022 / No. 42

PDF of this issue

- Progress Toward Poliomyelitis Eradication — Pakistan, January 2021—July 2022

- Influenza and COVID-19 Vaccination Coverage Among Health Care Personnel — United States,
2021-22

- Effectiveness of Monovalent mRNA Vaccines Against COVID-19-Associated Hospitalization Among
Immunocompetent Adults During BA.1/BA.2 and BA.4/BA.5 Predominant Periods of SARS-CoV-2
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Omicron Variant in the United States — IVY Network, 18 States, December 26, 2021—-August 31,
2022

- Effectiveness of COVID-19 mRNA Vaccines Against COVID-19—Associated Hospitalizations Among
Immunocompromised Adults During SARS-CoV-2 Omicron Predominance — VISION Network, 10
States, December 2021— August 2022

- Ocular Monkeypox — United States, July—September 2022

- Monkeypox Virus Infection Resulting from an Occupational Needlestick — Florida, 2022

Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19)- CDC
Approximately 15 announcements/reports/data summaries.

Africa CDC [to 22 Oct 2022]

http://www.africacdc.org/

News

Call for Applications: African Union (AU) COVID-19 Vaccination Bingwa Initiative — Eastern

Africa Region
19 October 2022

China CDC
http://www.chinacdc.cn/en/

National Health Commission of the People's Republic of China [to 22 Oct 2022]
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/
News
Oct 22: Daily briefing on novel coronavirus cases in China

On Oct 21, 31 provincial-level regions and the Xinjiang Production and Construction Corps on the
Chinese mainland reported 215 new cases of confirmed infections.

National Medical Products Administration — PRC [to 22 Oct 2022]
http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/

Chinese mainland reports 158 new local confirmed COVID-19 cases

2022-10-21

The Chinese mainland on Thursday reported 158 locally transmitted confirmed COVID-19 cases, the
National Health Commission said Friday.

CCDC Weekly Reports: Current Volume (4)
2022-10-21 / No. 42 AGING AND HEALTH ISSUE
View PDF of this issue
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- Preplanned Studies: Greenness and Asthma in the Middle-Aged and Elderly Population in a
Prospective Cohort Study — China, 2011-2018

- Preplanned Studies: Association Between Physical Activity and Physical Fithess Among Adults Aged
40 to 79 Years — Beijing, China, 2020—2021

- Preplanned Studies: Changes in Sleep Duration and the Risk of Cognitive Impairment Among Older
Adults Aged 65 Years and Over — China, 2014-2019

- Vital Surveillances: Trends in the Prevalence of Cognitive Impairment Among Older Adults Aged 65
to 105 Years — China, 2002—-2018

Organization Announcements

Edlitor’s Note:

Careful readers will note that the number and range of organizations now monitored in our
Announcements section below has grown as the impacts of the pandemic have spread across global
economies, supply chains and programmatic activity of multilateral agencies and INGOs.

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group [to 22 Oct 2022]

https://alleninstitute.org/news-press/

News

Allen Institute names Chris Beaudoin as Chief Operations Officer

October 21, 2022

Beaudoin brings more than two decades of leadership experience in the healthcare field to the Institute

BMGF - Gates Foundation [to 22 Oct 2022]
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/ideas/media-center
Press Releases and Statements

No new digest content identified.

Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute [to 22 Oct 2022]
https://www.gatesmri.org/news
The Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute is a non-profit biotech organization. Our mission Is
to develop products to fight malaria, tuberculosis, and diarrheal diseases—three major causes of
mortality, poverty, and inequality in developing countries. The world has unprecedented scientific tools
at its disposal; now is the time to use them to save the lives of the world’s poorest people
News: Articles and Publications
Merck and the Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute Announce Licensing
Agreement for Novel Candidate Tuberculosis Antibiotics
October 18, 2022 Press Release, Written by Gates MRI

Merck and the Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute today announced a licensing
agreement for two preclinical antibacterial candidates for evaluation as potential components of
combination regimens for the treatment of tuberculosis (TB).
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Developing Tuberculosis Vaccines for People with HIV: Consensus Statements from an
International Expert Panel
October 11, 2022 Publication

Gate MRI's Head of Vaccine Development, Alex Schmidt, joins a panel of international experts on a
recent consensus statement for the development of TB vaccines in those with HIV. The paper outlines
recommendations for vaccine developers on which vaccines, patient populations, and efficacy
endpoints to prioritize when investigating a TB vaccine in individuals with HIV as well as ethical and
regulatory factors to consider.

CARB-X [to 22 Oct 2022]
https://carb-x.org/

News

No new digest content identified.

Center for Vaccine Ethics and Policy — GE2P2 Global Foundation [to 22 Oct 2022]
https://centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.net/

News/Analysis/Statements

:: Past weekly editions of Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review are available here.
:: Informed Consent: A Monthly Review — October 2022 is now posted_here

:: Genomic Medicine Governance, Ethics, Policy: A Quarterly Review - May 2022 is how
posted_here

CEPI — Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations [to 22 Oct 2022]
http://cepi.net/

Latest News

News; Publications

No new digest content identified.

CIOMS — COUNCIL FOR INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS OF MEDICAL SCIENCES [to22
Oct 2022]

https://cioms.ch/

News; Publications

No new digest content identified.

DARPA — Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency [U.S.] [to 22 Oct 2022
https://www.darpa.mil/news

News

No new digest content identified.

Duke Global Health Innovation Center [to 22 Oct 2022]
https://dukeghic.org/
Our Blog
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No new digest content identified.

EDCTP [to 22 Oct 2022]

http://www.edctp.org/

The European & Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership (EDCTP) aims to accelerate the
development of new or improved drugs, vaccines, microbicides and diagnostics against HIV/AIDS,
tuberculosis and malaria as well as other poverty-related and neglected infectious diseases in sub-
Saharan Africa, with a focus on phase II and III clinical trials

No new digest content identified.

Emory Vaccine Center [to 22 Oct 2022]
http://www.vaccines.emory.edu/

Vaccine Center News

No new digest content identified.

European Vaccine Initiative [to 22 Oct 2022]
http://www.euvaccine.eu/

Latest News, Events

No new digest content identified

Evidence Aid [to 22 Oct 2022]

Evidence Aid aims to save lives and livelihoods in disasters by providing decision-makers with the best
avallable evidence and by championing its use.

http://www.evidenceaid.org/

Rapid, point-of-care antigen and molecular-based tests for SARS-CoV-2 (research up to 8

March 2021)
Added October 18, 2022

Transmission of Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) Coronavirus infections among
healthcare workers in the Middle East
Added October 18, 2022

Risk factors for communicable disease outbreaks in complex humanitarian emergencies
Added October 17, 2022

Fondation Merieux [to 22 Oct 2022]
http://www.fondation-merieux.org/
News, Events

No new digest content identified

Gavi [to 22 Oct 2022]
https://www.qgavi.org/
News Releases
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17 October 2022

Gavi, Moderna update COVAX supply agreement; agree on access to variant-containing

vaccines for lower-income countries

- Gavi and Moderna agree to cancel remaining volumes under existing COVAX supply agreement

- Two parties establish framework for lower-income countries to access up to 100 million doses of
variant-containing vaccine (VCV) through COVAX

- Dr Seth Berkley, CEO of Gavi: “This agreement with Moderna represents a critical step for equitable
access, helping COVAX adjust its portfolio to current demand and ensuring lower income countries
have access to variant-containing vaccines to use where appropriate.”

GHIT Fund [to 22 Oct 2022]
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press
Press Releases

No new digest content identified

Global Fund [to 22 Oct 2022]
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/
News & Stories

No new digest content identified.

Global Research Collaboration for Infectious Disease Preparedness [GIoPID-R] [to 22 Oct
2022]

https://www.glopid-r.org/news/

News

GloPID-R General Assembly: October 19-20 in Berlin

October 18, 2022

Hilleman Laboratories [to 22 Oct 2022]
http://www.hilleman-labs.org/

News & Insights

No new digest content identified.

HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute [to 22 Oct 2022]
https://www.hhmi.org/news

Press Room

No new digest content identified.

Human Vaccines Project [to 22 Oct 2022]
http://www.humanvaccinesproject.org/

News

No new djgest content identified.
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IAVI [to 22 Oct 2022]
https://www.iavi.org/

Latest News

No new digest content identified.

ICRC [to 015 Oct 2022]
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
What's New [Selected] o

No new digest content identified.

International Coalition of Medicines Regulatory Authorities [ICMRA]
http://www.icmra.info/drupal/en/news

Selected Statements, Press Releases, Research

ICMRA COVID-19 Working Group - Summary of Achievements

21 October 2022

IFFIm

http://www.iffim.org/

Press Releases/Announcements

How the World Bank built trust in vaccine bonds
21 Oct 2022

Q&A with Doris Herrera-Pol and Heike Reichelt.

IFRC [to 22 Oct 2022]

http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/

Press Releases [Selected]

Shortage of cholera vaccines leads to temporary suspension of two-dose strategy, as cases
rise worldwide

19/10/2022 | Press release

[See Milestones above for detail]

Institut Pasteur [to 22 Oct 2022]
https://www.pasteur.fr/en/press-area
Press Documents

No new digest content identified.

IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 22 Oct 2022]
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases

News

No new digest content identified.
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ISC / International Science Council [to 22 Oct 2022]
https://council.science/current/
ISC is a non-governmental organization with a unique global membership that brings together 40
International scientific Unions and Associations and over 140 national and regional scientific
organizations including Academies and Research Councils.
Current
News
Global developments on research evaluation and assessment
20.10.2022 Blogs
An update on the ISC partnership with the Global Young Academy (GYA) and InterAcademy
Partnership (IAP) on research evaluation.

5 Key Takeaways from NASEM'’s Webinar: ‘Censorship and the Right to Information during
the Pandemic’
19.10.2022 News

Call for expressions of interest to establish regional nodes of the African Open Science

Platform (AOSP)
17.10.2022

International Union of Immunological Societies (IUIS)
https://iuis.org/

News/Events [Selected]

No new digest content identified.

IVAC [to 22 Oct 2022]
https://www.jhsph.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/ivac/index.html
Updates; Events

No new digest content identified.

IVI [to 22 Oct 2022]

http://www.ivi.int/

IVI News & Announcements

IVI gathers member countries for 2022 State Forum and celebrates its 25th anniversary

with key partners

IVI launches Global Advisory Group of Experts chaired by Dr. Deborah Birx

October 20, 2022, SEOUL, Republic of Korea — The International Vaccine Institute (IVI), an
international organization with a mission to discover, develop, and deliver safe, effective, and
affordable vaccines for global health, launched its Global Advisory Group of Experts today during its
inaugural meeting held in Seoul, Republic of Korea. Dr. Deborah Birx, former U.S. Special
Representative for Global Health Diplomacy and White House Coronavirus Response Coordinator, chairs
the GAGE and other members include subject matter experts across international diplomacy,
government affairs, international corporations and non-profits, and public policy...
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Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security [to 22 Oct 2022]
https://www.centerforhealthsecurity.org/news/center-news/
Center News [Selected]

No new digest content identified.

MSF/Médecins Sans Frontiéres [to 22 Oct 2022]

http://www.msf.org/

Latest [Selected Announcements]

Syria

Cholera spreads across Syria putting vulnerable people at serious risk
Project Update 21 Oct 2022

Haiti
Haiti on the verge of health disaster
Press Release 21 Oct 2022

National Academy of Medicine - USA [to 22 Oct 2022]
https://nam.edu/programs/
News [Selected]

National Academy of Medicine Elects 100 New Members
October 17, 2022

National Academy of Sciences - USA [to 22 Oct 2022]
http://www.nasonline.org/news-and-multimedia/

News

No new digest content identified.

National Vaccine Program Office - U.S. HHS [to 22 Oct 2022]
https://www.hhs.gov/vaccines/about/index.html

Upcoming Meetings/Latest Updates

No new digest content identified.

NIH [to 22 Oct 2022]

http://www.nih.gov/

News Releases

Early HIV diagnosis and treatment important for better long-term health outcomes
October 21, 2022 — When HIV diagnosis and treatment are delayed, HIV continues to replicate.

Three-dose hepatitis B vaccine regimen protects people with HIV
October 20, 2022 — Finding is part of an ongoing clinical trial.
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PATH [to 22 Oct 2022]
https://www.path.org/media-center/
Press Releases
Ministry of Health Rolls Out New Plan for Strengthening Private-Sector Engagement in
Vietham’s HIV Program
October 20, 2022 by PATH
The Vietnam Ministry of Health and USAID through its supported project, PATH STEPS, outlined an
implementation road map for Vietnam's first-ever HIV private-sector engagement plan

Rockefeller Foundation [to22 Oct 2022]
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/
Selected Reports/Press Releases

No new digest content identified.

Sabin Vaccine Institute [to 22 Oct 2022]
https://www.sabin.org/press/

Latest News & Press Releases

No new digest content identified.

UNAIDS [to 22 Oct 2022]
http://www.unaids.org/en

Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements
No new digest content identified.

UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 22 Oct 2022]
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html
News Releases

No new digest content identified.

UNICEF [to 22 Oct 2022]

https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases

Press Releases, News Notes, Statements [Selected]

Press release

21 October 2022

More than 1.5 million children at risk as devastating floods hit Nigeria

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/more-15-million-children-risk-devastating-floods-hit-nigeria
ABUJA/NEW YORK, 21 October 2022— More than 2.5 million people in Nigeria are in need of

humanitarian assistance — 60 per cent of which are children — and are at increased risk of waterborne

diseases, drowning and malnutrition due to the most severe flooding in the past decade, UNICEF

warned today. The floods, which have affected 34 out of the 36...

Press release
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21 October 2022
More than 1 in 9 children in flood-affected areas of Pakistan suffering from severe acute
malnutrition
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/more-1-9-children-flood-affected-areas-pakistan-suffering-
severe-acute-malnutrition

ISLAMABAD, 21 October 2022 — In the aftermath of the devastating floods in Pakistan, health
facilities are reporting alarming levels of severe acute malnutrition among children in affected areas,
UNICEF warned today. More than 1 in 9 children under five admitted to health facilities in flood-
affected areas of Sindh and Balochistan were found to be...

News note

20 October 2022

UNICEF delivers lifesaving supplies to Syria to halt the spread of cholera

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-delivers-lifesaving-supplies-syria-halt-spread-cholera
DAMASCUS, 20 October 2022 — UNICEF delivered lifesaving health and water, hygiene, and

sanitation supplies to Syria earlier this week to scale up efforts to halt the cholera outbreak. The

supplies included acute watery diarrhoea (AWD) kits to support health facilities and communities in

treating 36,000 moderate and severe AWD cases, and aqua tabs...

Press release
19 October 2022
UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador Priyanka Chopra Jonas meets children suffering from severe
malnutrition in Kenya
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-goodwill-ambassador-priyanka-chopra-jonas-meets-
children-suffering-severe

NAIROBI/NEW YORK, 20 October 2022 — UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador Priyanka Chopra Jonas
travelled to northern Kenya this week to meet children suffering from severe acute malnutrition as a
result of prolonged drought across the Horn of Africa. During the two-day visit, Chopra Jonas travelled
to Turkana County — among 15 drought-affected counties in...

Press release
18 October 2022
Global leaders commit $US2.6 billion at World Health Summit to end polio
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/global-leaders-commit-us26-billion-world-health-summit-end-
polio

BERLIN, 18 October 2022 — Today, global leaders confirmed US$ 2.6 billion in funding toward the
Global Polio Eradication Initiative’s (GPEI) 2022-2026 Strategy to end polio at a pledging moment co-
hosted by Germany’s Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) at the World
Health Summit in Berlin. The funding will support...

Remarks

18 October 2022

UNICEF warns of unprecedented numbers of child deaths in Somalia

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-warns-unprecedented-numbers-child-deaths-somalia
DOLLOW, Somalia, 18 October 2022 — “Today in Somalia, every single minute of every single day, a

child is admitted to a health facility for treatment of severe acute malnutrition. The latest admission

rates from August show 44,000 children admitted with severe acute malnutrition. That is a child per

minute. "A child whose mother has walked for...
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Press release
17 October 2022
UNICEF and WHO welcome KSrelief funding for measles and polio epidemics prevention
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-and-who-welcome-ksrelief-funding-measles-and-polio-
epidemics-prevention

BERLIN, 17 October 2022 — The World Health Organization (WHO) and UNICEF welcomed today
funding agreements from the King Salman Humanitarian Aid and Relief Centre (KSRelief) valued at US$
10 million to further bolster polio and measles programmes in eight countries. The agreement was
signed on the sidelines of the World Health Summit in Berlin....

Press release
17 October 2022
Staggering backsliding across women's, children's and adolescents' health revealed in new
UN analysis
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/staggering-backsliding-across-womens-childrens-and-
adolescents-health-revealed-new

Berlin, 18 October 2022 — A new UN report shows that women’s and children’s health has suffered
globally, as the impacts of conflict, the COVID-19 pandemic and climate change converge with
devastating effects on prospects for children, young people and women. Data presented in the report
show a critical regression across virtually every major...

Press release

16 October 2022

Child poverty across eastern Europe and Central Asia soars by 19 per cent, as Ukraine war
and rising inflation drive four million children into pove - UNICEF

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/child-poverty-across-eastern-europe-and-central-asia-soars-19-
cent-ukraine-war-and

GENEVA/NEW YORK, 17 October 2022 — The war in Ukraine and rising inflation have driven an
additional four million children across eastern Europe and Central Asia into poverty, a 19 per cent
increase since 2021, according to a new UNICEF study published today. The impact of the war in
Ukraine and subsequent economic downturn on child poverty in...

Press release
14 October 2022
Cholera threat ‘close to a death sentence' for children with severe acute malnutrition in
Haiti as food insecurity worsens
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/cholera-threat-close-death-sentence-children-severe-acute-
malnutrition-haiti-food

PORT-AU-PRINCE/PANAMA/NEW YORK, 14 October 2022 — Nearly 100,000 children under the age of
five who are already suffering from severe acute malnutrition -also known as severe wasting - are
especially vulnerable to the ongoing cholera outbreak affecting Haiti, UNICEF has warned. At a time
when much of the country is facing growing food insecu

Unitaid [to 22 Oct 2022]
https://unitaid.org/
Featured News
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19 October 2022
Unitaid issues call for proposals to help avert the most common causes of death among

people living with HIV

Vaccine Equity Cooperative [nee Initiative] [to 22 Oct 2022]
https://vaccineequitycooperative.org/news/

News

No new digest content identified.

Vaccination Acceptance & Demand Initiative [Sabin) [to 22 Oct 2022]
https://www.vaccineacceptance.org/

Announcements, Blog

No new digest content identified.

Vaccine Confidence Project [to 22 Oct 2022]
http://www.vaccineconfidence.org/

News, Research and Reports

No new digest content identified.

Vaccine Education Center — Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia [to 22 Oct 2022]
http://www.chop.edu/centers-programs/vaccine-education-center

News

No new digest content identified.

Wellcome Trust [to 22 Oct 2022]
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news

News. Opinion, Reports

No new digest content identified.

The Wistar Institute [to22 Oct 2022]
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases
Press Releases
“The London Patient” Adam Castillejo Speaks at William Way Community Center to Spread
Hope for a Future HIV Cure

PHILADELPHIA—(October 20, 2022)—William Way Community Center, Philadelphia FIGHT, BEAT-HIV
Delaney Collaboratory, Philadelphia Foundation, The Penn Center for AIDS Research, and The Wistar
Institute are proud to announce that “The London Patient” Adam Castillejo will take part in a reception,
followed by a panel conversation and Q&A on Wednesday, October 26 from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. at the
William Way Community Center.

WFPHA: World Federation of Public Health Associations [to 22 Oct 2022]
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https://www.wfpha.org/
Latest News - Blog
Driving Pediatric Vaccines Recovery in Europe
Oct 18, 2022
Pediatric vaccination helps protect children and adults against serious, preventable and sometimes
life-threatening diseases. Childhood vaccination coverage in Europe has increased in recent decades,...

World Bank [to 015 Oct 2022]
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all
All News

No new digest content identified.

World Customs Organization — WCO [to 22 Oct 2022]
http://www.wcoomd.org/

Latest News

No new digest content identified.

World Medical Association [WMA] [to22 Oct 2022]
https://www.wma.net/news-press/press-releases/

Press Releases
Healthcare discrimination against elderly must end, says WMA
19.10.2022

A call to the medical profession and governments around the world to eliminate all forms of
healthcare discrimination against the elderly has come from the World Medical Association. In a new
policy document, the WMA says that elderly individuals experience all kinds of discrimination in health
care...

World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) [to 22 Oct 2022]
https://www.oie.int/en/
Press Releases, Statements
Joint Press Release
One Health Joint Plan of Action launched to address health threats to humans, animals,
plants and environment
Published on 17 October 2022
The initiative by the Quadripartite - FAO, UNEP, WHO and WOAH — also aims to contribute to
sustainable development.
[See Milestones above for detail]

WTO - World Trade Organisation [to22 Oct 2022]
http://www.wto.org/english/news e/news e.htm
WTO News and Events [Selected]

No new digest content identified.
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ARM [Alliance for Regenerative Medicine] [to 22 Oct 2022]
https://alliancerm.org/press-releases/

Selected Press Releases

No new digest content identified.

BIO [to 22 Oct 2022]
https://www.bio.org/press-releases
Press Releases

No new digest content identified.

DCVMN - Developing Country Vaccine Manufacturers Network [to 22 Oct 2022]
http://www.dcvmn.org/

News, Upcoming events

No new digest content identified.

ICBA - International Council of Biotechnology Associations [to 22 Oct 2022]
https://internationalbiotech.org/news/

News

No new digest content identified.

IFPMA [to 22 Oct 2022]

http://www.ifpma.org/resources/news-releases/

Selected Press Releases, Statements, Publications

IFPMA statement at the 69th session of the WHO EMRO committee on agenda item
EM/RC69/14

18 October 2022

International Alliance of Patients’ Organizations — IAPO [to 22 Oct 2022]
https://www.iapo.org.uk/news/topic/6

Press and media [Selected]

No new digest content identified.

International Generic and Biosimilar Medicines Association [IGBA]
https://www.igbamedicines.org/
News
Press Releases
IGBA’s CEO Advisory Committee Meets with WHO Director General and WHO Leadership
(October 2022)

The International Generic and Biosimilar Medicines Association’s (IGBA) newly established CEO
Advisory Committee held its first in-person meeting in Geneva this week and had a far-reaching
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exchange with the World Health Organization’s (WHO) Director-General Dr. Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus and other WHO leaders. This was the first opportunity for Dr. Tedros to engage in a
direct dialogue with the IGBA CEO Advisory Committee following its launch and the admission of IGBA
as a non-State actor in official relations with WHO earlier this year.

PhRMA [to 22 Oct 2022]
http://www.phrma.org/

Press Releases

No new digest content identified.

Vaccines/Therapeutics/Medicines — Selected Developer/Manufacturer Announcements

AstraZeneca

Press Releases

IDWeek data reinforces AstraZeneca’s commitment to advance science in vaccines and

immune therapies

20 October 2022

- Additional analyses from TACKLE Phase III treatment trial further demonstrate Evusheld’s potential
to reduce COVID-19 severity and mortality
Analysis of long-acting antibody Beyfortus across respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) season further
underscores the potential of the investigational treatment to be the first and only single-dose
preventative option for all infants

Bharat Biotech
Press Releases - No new digest announcements identified

BioCubaFarma — Cuba
Ultimas Noticias - No new digest announcements identified

Biological E
News - No new digest announcements identified

BioNTech
Press Releases
Pfizer and BioNTech Receive Positive CHMP Opinion for COMIRNATY® in Children 6

Months to less than 5 Years in the European Union
19 October 2022

CanSinoBIO
News - Website not responding at inquiry

CIGB
Latest News - No new digest announcements identified
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Cinnagen
Recent News - No new digest announcements identified

Clover Biopharmaceuticals - China
News - No new digest announcements identified

Curevac [Bayer Ag — Germany]
News - No new digest announcements identified

Gamaleya National Center
Latest News and Events - See Russia above.

GSK
Press releases for media
21 October 2022
GSK reqgulatory submission accepted by Japanese reqgulator for respiratory syncytial virus
older adult vaccine candidate

The proposed indication is for adults aged 60 years and above to prevent lower respiratory tract
diseases (LRTD) caused by RSV.

19 October 2022
New data show Shingrix can provide at least 10 years of protection against shingles in
adults aged 50 years and over

The ZOSTER-049 extension study shows that Shingrix can provide at least a decade of protection
against shingles after initial vaccination

IMBCAMS, China
Home - Website not responding at inquiry

Janssen/JNJ]

Press Releases - No new digest announcements identified
Medicago

Media - No new digest announcements identified

Merck

News releases

Merck and the Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute Announce Licensing

Agreement for Novel Tuberculosis Antibiotic Candidates
October 18, 2022

Moderna

Press Releases

19 October, 2022

EMA Committee For Medicinal Products For Human Use Adopts Positive Opinion
Recommending Authorization Of Moderna's Omicron BA.4-BA.5 Targeting Bivalent Covid-
19 Vaccine In The European Union
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19 October, 2022
EMA Committee for Medicinal Products for Human Use Issues Positive Opinion

Recommending Authorization for the Use of Spikevax (mRNA-1273) in Children 6 Months -

5 Years in the European Union

19 October, 2022
90-Day Analysis Shows Moderna’s Omicron BA.1-Targeting Bivalent Vaccine, mRNA-
1273.214, Demonstrates Superior Antibody Response as Fourth Booster Compared to

Spikevax Prototype Booster

17 October, 2022

Moderna Announces Update to 2022 Supply Agreement with Gavi that Secures Access to
Updated Variant-Specific COVID-19 Vaccines for Low-and-Middle Income Countries

Nanogen
News - No new digest announcements identified

Novartis
News - No new digest announcements identified

Novavax
Press Releases
Oct 20, 2022

Novavax Showcases Data from Expanding Vaccine Portfolio at IDWeek 2022

Oct 19, 2022
Statement
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Recommends Novavax COVID-19 Vaccine,

Adjuvanted as a Booster in Adults

Oct 19, 2022

U.S. FDA Grants Emergency Use Authorization for Novavax COVID-19 Vaccine, Adjuvanted
as a Booster for Adults

Pfizer

Recent Press Releases

10.18.2022

Pfizer Presents Scientific Advancements in Infectious Disease Prevention and Treatments

at IDWeek 2022

- Data demonstrate diversity of vaccine and anti-infective portfolio and cutting-edge scientific
approach to battling viral and bacterial infections

- Presentations of interest include a late-breaking abstract with the first full data of the efficacy and
safety of Pfizer’s bivalent respiratory syncytial virus (RSVpreF) vaccine candidate in older adults;
and new data regarding PAXLOVID™ (nirmatrelvir [PF-07321332] tablets and ritonavir tablets),
including its effect on COVID-19-related hospitalizations and other medical visits

R-Pharm
https://rpharm-us.com/index.php
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[No news or media page identified]

Sanofi Pasteur
Press Releases - No new digest announcements identified

Serum Institute of India
NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS - No new digest announcements identified

Shifa Pharmed [Iran]
http://shafapharmed.com/
No news page identified.

Sinopharm/WIBPBIBP
News - No new digest announcements identified

Sinovac

Press Releases

SINOVAC Joins Hands with UdeA to Boost Biomedicine R&D in Colombia
2022/10/21

...the two parties agree to enhance the exchange of information and technical know-how related to
vaccines and therapeutics to promote scientific studies on immunology and microbiology, develop groups of
local young talent, and integrate basic and applied immunology into new vaccines, diagnostics and
treatments for infectious diseases, etc...

SK Biosciences
Press Releases
SK bioscience Appoints New Executives towards Global Business Growth
2022.10.21

Seoul, South Korea- SK bioscience, a global innovative vaccine and biotech company committed to
promoting human health from prevention to cure across the globe, today announced that Dr. Harry
Kleanthous, formerly Senior Program Officer in Global Health at the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
(BMGF), has joined the Company as Executive Vice President of Vaccine R&D Strategy and External
Innovation...

Takeda

Newsroom

Takeda Receives Positive CHMP Opinion Recommending Approval of Dengue Vaccine

Candidate in EU and Dengue-Endemic Countries

October 14, 2022

- TAK-003 Recommended for the Prevention of Dengue Disease Caused by Any Dengue Virus
Serotype in Individuals Four Years of Age and Older in the EU and in Dengue-Endemic Countries
Participating in the EU-M4all Procedure

- Positive Opinion for TAK-003 Based on 4.5 Years of Safety and Efficacy Data from Pivotal Phase 3
Trial of Over 20,000 Children and Adolescents Across Eight Dengue-Endemic Countries

- Marketing Authorization Expected in Coming Months in Europe Followed by Regulatory Decisions in
Latin America and Asia

Valneva
Press Releases


https://www.sanofi.com/en/media-room/press-releases/2022
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October 10, 2022
Valneva to Present on its Single-Shot Chikungunya Vaccine Candidate at Leading Scientific
Conferences

Vector State Research Centre of Viralogy and Biotechnology
Home - Website not responding [404 error]

WestVac Biopharma
Media - No new digest announcements identified

Zhifei Longcom, China
[Anhui Zhifei Longcom Biologic Pharmacy Co., Ltd.]
[No website identified]

Journal Watch

Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review continues its weekly scanning of key peer-reviewed
journals to identify and cite articles, commentary and editorials, books reviews and other content
supporting our focus on vaccine ethics and policy. Journal Watch is not intended to be exhaustive, but
indicative of themes and issues the Center is actively tracking. We selectively provide full text of some
editorial and comment articles that are specifically relevant to our work. Successful access to some of
the links provided may require subscription or other access arrangement unique to the publisher.

If you would like to suggest other journal titles to include in this service, please contact David Curry

at: david.r.curry@centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.org

AJOB Empirical Bioethics

Volume 13, 2022 Issue 3
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uabr21/current
[Reviewed earlier]

AMA Journal of Ethics

Volume 24, Number 10: E913-1027 Oct 2022
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/issue/health-care-waste

Health Care Waste

Most health care generated waste is not hazardous, but it is voluminous. Health care organizations
have obligations to manage waste in ways that minimize environmental impact and express their status
as good citizens of their global, domestic, and regional communities. Resource-rich countries generate
on average more than double the amount of hazardous waste per bed per day than resource-poor
countries, and waste processing is concentrated in minoritized communities nearly everywhere.
Segregating waste and reducing overall volume are key to curbing primary and secondary emissions
that contaminate air and water. Decarbonization and moving the health care sector to net-zero
emissions are key expressions of sincerity about motivating health equity.
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American Journal of Infection Control
October 2022 Volume 50 Issue 10 p1077-1192
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current

[Reviewed earlier]

American Journal of Preventive Medicine
October 2022 Volume 63 Issue 4 p469-668
https://www.ajpmonline.org/current
[Reviewed earlier]

American Journal of Public Health

October 2022 112(10)
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current
[Reviewed earlier]

American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene

Volume 107 (2022): Issue 4_Suppl (Oct 2022)

https://www.ajtmh.org/view/journals/tpmd/107/4 Suppl/tpmd.107.issue-4 Suppl.xml
International Centers of Excellence for Malaria Research (ICEMR): Achievements in the
Last Decade

Editorial

International Centers of Excellence for Malaria Research: Achievements of the
Collaborative Network during the Past Decade

Malla R. Raol and B. Fenton Halll

[Excerpt]

... Because of the collaborative nature of the network, the ICEMRs have been able to establish joint
projects across regions, comparing research findings obtained concomitantly using similar protocols,
case definitions, and technologies. As a result, it was possible to conduct comparative studies of
cerebral malaria (CM) in Africa and Asia using MRI. Radiologists across continents assessed and
classified independently scans of children and adults using standardized approaches. Brain magnetic
resonance images and blood profiles from cohorts of pediatric and adult CM cases in India and
pediatric cohorts in Malawi identified common correlates of brain swelling—namely, high parasite
biomass and increased P. falciparum var transcripts associated with binding to host endothelial protein
C receptor.27,28 ICEMR investigators in India also showed that brain swelling was increased in older
patients with CM, and further evaluated brain volume using the apparent diffusion coefficient (ADC).
Fatal CM was associated with decreased ADC in adults, suggesting cytotoxic edema, whereas in
children it was associated with increased ADC, consistent with vasogenic edema. They also found brain
swellings had different areas of restricted diffusion in children compared with adults. Although brain
swelling was observed in approximately two thirds of children and adults, it resolved upon treatment in
both populations, and scanned images of survivors exhibited similarities to the “posterior reversible
encephalopathy syndrome.”29

By encouraging and facilitating collaboration among centers, the ICEMR program structure has enabled
the centers to develop shared protocols and technologies. The ICEMRs have made efforts to harmonize
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outcomes and predictor variable definitions, and—to the extent possible—they have adopted Clinical
Data Interchange Standards Consortium (https://www.cdisc.org/standards) standards that enable data
sharing and facilitate merging of data sets. ICEMRs have also made their data sets publicly accessible
via ClinEpiDB (https://clinepidb.org/) and VEuPathDB (https://veupathdb.org/)—databases that host
demographic, clinical, vector, phenotypic, and genomic data. In addition to being data repositories,
these resources provide access to data mining and analytical tools, thus providing a computational
platform to the scientific community. Public access to these resources allows researchers and
policymakers to query data across regions and view or download results immediately, obviating the
need to merge data sets or struggle with the definitions of variables and their codes.30,31

What sets the ICEMR program apart from most malaria research programs is not only the broad
scientific scope and geographic coverage, but also the extensive collaborations between ICEMRs and
local ministries of health, non-governmental organizations, and other stakeholders involved in malaria
research and control. Quite often, these interactions have resulted in changes to local control strategies
and have spurred further linkages and collaborations among partners. The ICEMR program is also
unusual in its inclusion of training of early-stage investigators (ESIs) and building research capacity in
endemic-country institutions. Over the years, more than 50 ESIs have received hands-on field
experience through the ICEMR network, with many going on to become principal investigators on their
own NIH grants. In a recent survey by an external consultant, 81% of current and former ICEMR ESIs
indicated they were “very satisfied” with the mentorship provided by the program (internal
communication, NIAID). In addition to training, ICEMR collaborations have provided endemic-country
institutions with valuable experience in grants administration and multidisciplinary field research
methods.

For this Supplement, each ICEMR has provided two articles, the first covering some of their salient
research findings and achievements during the past decade, and the second describing their
engagement with in-country partners and impact on local malaria control policy. The Supplement
provides an overview of the how the ICEMRs’ field research and findings have influenced various
stakeholders across the spectrum from fundamental malaria research to malaria control and elimination
programs.

Annals of Internal Medicine

October 2022 Volume 175, Issue 10

http://annals.org/aim/issue

Reviews

Maternal, Infant, and Child Health Outcomes Associated With the Special Supplemental
Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children - A Systematic Review

FREE

Maya Venkataramani, MD, MPH, S. Michelle Ogunwole, MD, PhD, Laura E. Caulfield, PhD,
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Special Articles

Current Clinical Challenges in the Prevention and Management of COVID-19
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Asymptomatic Infection? Another Reason to Consider Monkeypox a Disease of Public
Health Concern

Stuart N. Isaacs, MD

Pages:1485-1486

Artificial Intelligence — An International Journal

Volume 311  October 2022
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/artificial-intelligence/vol/310/suppl/C
[Reviewed earlier]

BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/
(Accessed 22 Oct 2022)

[No new digest content identified]

BMJ Global Health
September 2022 - Volume 7 - 9
https://gh.bmj.com/content/7/9
[Reviewed earlier]
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http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content
(Accessed 22 Oct 2022)

[No new digest content identified]

BMC Infectious Diseases
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content
(Accessed 22 Oct 2022)

[No new digest content identified]

BMC Medical Ethics
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content
(Accessed 22 Oct 2022)

[No new digest content identified]

BMC Maedicine
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content
(Accessed 22 Oct 2022)
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Effectiveness of inactivated and Ad5-nCoV COVID-19 vaccines against SARS-CoV-2
Omicron BA. 2 variant infection, severe illness, and death

Limited data are available on the effectiveness of inactivated and Ad5-nCoV COVID-19 vaccines in real-
world use—especially against Omicron variants in SARS-CoV-2 infection-naive population.

Authors: Zhuoying Huang, Shuangfei Xu, Jiechen Liu, Linlin Wu, Jing Qiu, Nan Wang, Jia Ren, Zhi Li,
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The White House executive order on Advancing Biotechnology and Biomanufacturing Innovation for a
Sustainable, Safe, and Secure American Bioeconomy, issued last month, highlights the importance of
biotechnologies. In the context of CRISPR and genome editing, global competition is fierce, with strong
commitments in technology development around the world, especially in agriculture in Asia, as well as
regulatory challenges in the European Union.

The urge to deploy genome editing commercially at scale is also a reminder that, beyond human
genome editing, many complexities remain to editing various genomes. There are important technical
and practical considerations to ponder. The development of the CRISPR effector toolbox has been well
chronicled, including here, but its deployment in nonmodel commercial species across phylogenetic
groups warrants attention. In an ocean of possibilities, the article depicted on the cover of this issue,
from Zhang and colleagues, represents a timely example of efforts in metagenomic mining.

Researchers now have access to a portable CRISPR toolbox enabling flexible editing from a single
nucleotide (e.g., a base editor) to large-scale genome manipulation (e.g., removing genomic islands in
excess of 100 kb), spanning nearly six orders of magnitude in the size of the edit. This elasticity also
applies to the size of the organisms that are being manipulated, from submicroscopic viruses (<10-7
m) to trees that exceed 10 m in height—that is more than eight orders of magnitude in the size of the
edited organism. This obviously correlates with the size of the genomes in play, from tens of kilobases
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to tens of gigabases, respectively (seven orders of magnitude in the size of the genome being
manipulated).

Some of these theoretical combinations consequently add up to sobering orders of magnitude, from a
single base edit in a 30-kb bacteriophage delivered in a single 1-mL dose to 1 kb inserted in a 30-Gb
tree genome scaled up to 100,000 hectares of a commercial forest. The depth of our knowledge of
most commercial trees and crops oftentimes pales in comparison with how well we know the genomes
of some model phage and bacteria. (This too spans orders of magnitude!)

Editing the World

Once a particular genome has been edited for a particular purpose in a select species, one must
contemplate the scale at which the edited genome will be deployed. Small viruses such as CRISPR-
engineered phages targeting bacteria for infectious disease may be delivered in a single dose (e.g.,
1010 particles in 1 mL) released locally at a site of infection in a single patient. Bacteria used in food
fermentations may be scaled up industrially to manufacture dairy products such as cheese and yoghurt
(humankind consumes ~1021 CRISPR-enhanced starter cultures annually).

Genome-edited crops are anticipated to be planted in 100 million farms (up to 15% of all farms on the
planet) by 2030, accounting for ~2% of our global agricultural production. Applications of genome
editing in the realm of forestry will of course take more time, but there are already plans to scale up to
hundreds of thousands of hectares of edited forests by 2050. Lifespan elasticity is also in play, from
simple organisms that replicate in 20 min in ideal conditions to long-lived trees that will hopefully thrive
for hundreds of years.

Straightforward Approach, Complicated Processes

Despite the seemingly simple processes inherent to using CRISPR effectors to edit genomes, each
species presents unique difficulties (delivery, efficiency, and specificity) and scale up challenges (across
space and time). This is compounded by our relatively primitive understanding of important processes
(DNA repair pathways and controlling editing outcomes) and limited toolbox (delivery in many plant
species).

Thankfully, some enabling technologies will help mitigate certain challenges, such as the affordability of
high-throughput sequencing technologies to deepen our understanding of genotypes (what genes
should be targeted), machine learning and artificial intelligence to inform editing strategies (how many
and what kind of edits should be designed, with multiplexing typically needed for complex traits), and,
as always, delivery modalities (RNA-only payloads, viral discovery, and synthetic biology).

Inspired by the pioneers leading CRISPR-based clinical trials, an army of livestock, crop, and tree
breeders are already defining the next era of agriculture. Meanwhile, molecular microbiologists are
manipulating viromes and microbiomes to shape the environment, with hopes to do so at scale.

The White House executive order also tasks regulatory agencies to engage with industrial innovators to
ensure we collectively do so responsibly, safely, and transparently to mitigate risks. Time will tell
whether technical hurdles or regulatory challenges are the limiting factor, in a globally competitive
context where geopolitical considerations are also in play, not to mention fears of climate change and
economic uncertainty.

Perspective Free

The CRISPR Revolution in the Drug Discovery Workflow: An Industry Perspective
Annalisa Lattanzi and Danilo Maddalo
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Abstract

In a relatively short time, the pharmaceutical industry has witnessed a rapid integration of the CRISPR
technology in multiple areas of research, development, therapy, and diagnostics. A unique feature to
this system compared with other technologies is the exceptional versatility in adapting to the broad
range of needs across the drug discovery pipeline, such as target identification, cell engineering, and in
vivo modeling. As a consequence, the CRISPR toolbox has been evolving to address key questions
around preclinical and clinical drug development. In this review, we provide a high-level perspective of
how CRISPR has impacted several aspects of the drug discovery workflow and the future ahead for this

exciting technology.
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people. Nature has played its part in creating this divisive legacy. In this special issue — the first in the
journal’s 153-year history to be overseen by guest editors — Melissa Nobles, Chad Womack, Ambroise
Wonkam and Elizabeth Wathuti present articles that examine some of the ways racism has manifested
in science, and the direct and detrimental effects this toxic ideology has had on individuals and their
communities. By highlighting these issues, Nature aims to help build a more inclusive future for
science, and society, in which people of all colours can thrive.
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COVID-19 is the latest zoonotic RNA virus epidemic of concern. Learning how it began and spread
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since 1967 to identify common features and opportunities to ...
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Editorial

Remember, do no harm?

H. Holden Thorp, Editor-in-Chief, Science journals.

When the advocacy group America’s Frontline Doctors appeared on the steps of the United States
Supreme Court in 2020, falsely stating that hydroxychloroquine was a cure for COVID-19, their
pronouncement was virally shared by right-wing media and soundly debunked by medical
academicians. A year later, one of these frontliners, Joseph Ladapo, became the surgeon general of
Florida and a faculty member at the University of Florida College of Medicine. He has continued to
spread dangerous misinformation about COVID-19 while his academic colleagues are shamefully silent.

Many assumed that Ladapo’s faculty appointment was the result of political pressure by the university’s
administration as it aimed to please Florida Governor Ron DeSantis. It was unsurprising that anti-vax
DeSantis wanted a surgeon general with antiscience views. But it was shocking that the medical school
accepted Ladapo as a colleague. Even more shocking was a statement from the university president in
the Tampa Bay Times confirming that Ladapo was voted into his position by the faculty and approved
through the usual procedures. Even Ladapo’s former supervisor at the University of California, Los
Angeles, considered his approach to COVID-19 so dangerous as to violate the Hippocratic oath to do no
harm, and declined to endorse him as the state surgeon general.

In his own defense, Ladapo told Politico that he was disappointed with the criticism because good
science requires respect for all perspectives. “It's OK to disagree, and I've had no problem with
disagreement,” he said, “but what has been really disappointing is how disagreement has become a
ticket or a passport to activate personal attacks.” No one would disagree that personal attacks are out
of bounds, but his depiction of science is off the mark. Unequal perspectives do not deserve equal
time, and challenging scientific consensus requires evidence that has been subjected to peer review
and published with all the data disclosed so that the scientific community can replicate the findings.

Ladapo recently has been circulating an unattributed study apparently showing that the risk of heart
complications from mRNA vaccines to COVID-19 makes them harmful for males under 40. To be taken
seriously, such a major challenge to scientific consensus requires rigorous review and wide evaluation
of the underlying data. Nothing like that happened. “Ladapo’s dissemination of flawed data that
purports a risk of cardiac death among men age 18 to 39 after mRNA vaccines was baseless, reckless,
and irresponsible,” said cardiologist Eric Topol. “The risk of myocarditis in this demographic is real and
notable, but all studies with close follow-up have indicated it is typically mild and fully resolves in nearly
all affected.”

Ladapo has tried to initiate a scientific “"debate” on Twitter about the study, saying "I love the
discussion that we've stimulated.” This move is from page 1 of the antiscience playbook. A credentialed
scientist from outside the field questions scientific consensus in a public manner that undermines trust
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in science. Many have played this role during the pandemic, but the pattern reaches back decades to
scientists who have, for political purposes, challenged consensus on tobacco, ozone, strategic defense,
and climate change.

This raises the question of what responsibility the scientific community has to condemn its members
when they enable the spread of misinformation. The situation at the University of Florida creates an
opportunity to wrestle with this issue. Ladapo has confirmed his doubters’ fears and has betrayed the
responsibilities afforded by academic freedom and tenure. So far, the university doesn’t seem to want
to wrestle with the situation. When I asked for a comment, the university health system did not
specifically address the Ladapo affair but said in a statement that they continued to support
recommendations from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention on vaccination and that “peer-
reviewed publications and data analyses are the gold standard in ensuring accurate conclusions are
drawn from the research questions scientists are asking.” That’s far from an adequate response.

It's easy to blame the politicians, right-wing cable TV hosts, and podcast hucksters for spreading
misinformation. But is it defensible to blame these folks without also acknowledging that unchallenged
members of the scientific community are making it possible for them to sow this doubt? Until the
scientific community deals with misinformation from within, it cannot expect to deal with it from
without.

Policy Forum
Science, misinformation, and the role of education
BY Jonathan Osborne, Daniel Pimentel, 20 Oct 2022: 246-248

“Competent outsiders” must be able to evaluate the credibility of science-based arguments
Abstract
Because of the limits to our knowledge and time, we all depend on the expertise of others. For
example, most readers of Science accept the anthropogenic origin of climate change. Yet far fewer
have actually read a report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), let alone
evaluated the evidence and arguments. Nevertheless, we trust its claims because we rely on the
credibility of its authors, the social practices of peer review used to vet any theoretical biases and
errors, and the fact that it represents a consensus report of the relevant experts. Alternatively, we can
choose to trust the media that report its findings. Amid increasing concern about trust in science being
undermined by an ocean of misinformation (1-3), we consider how scientists, science curricula, and
science educators must help equip individuals to evaluate the credibility of scientific information, even
if the science is beyond their understanding (4).
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A research and development (R&D) roadmap for broadly protective coronavirus vaccines:
Setting a path to address coronavirus threats

Kristine A. Moore, Michael T. Osterholm, Eve M. Lackritz, Gregory A. Poland

Pages 6001-6003

Review article Full text access

Country immunization policies for refugees across 20 low-middle income and 20 high-
income countries

Jad A. Elharake, Saad B. Omer, Jason L. Schwartz

Pages 6017-6022

Highlights

= 13/20 LMICs and 14/20 HICs included refugees in their national routine immunization policies.
= Refugees should be included in national routine immunization policies.
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= Refugees should be provided with accessible and affordable immunizations.
= Efforts would reduce vaccine-preventable diseases and protect the health of refugee populations—
especially during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Abstract
In 2020, 26 million refugees resettled in a new country—fleeing their homes due to conflict and
persecution. Due to low immunization coverage and underlying health conditions, refugees commonly
face an increased risk of contracting vaccine-preventable diseases. We collected and analyzed existing
routine immunization policies for refugees across 20 low- and middle-income countries (LMICs) and 20
high-income countries (HICs), each with the highest number of refugees per 1000 residents. Primary
and secondary data sources were used to collect policy evidence. Across 20 LMICs, 13 countries
specified standing nationwide routine immunization policies for refugees, while 14 out of the 20 HICs
included refugees in their national routine immunization programs. LMICs and HICs should include
refugees in their national routine immunization policies and provide accessible and affordable
immunizations. Such efforts would reduce vaccine-preventable diseases and protect the health of
refugee populations—especially during the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Even amid the unprecedented public health challenges attributable to the COVID-19 pandemic,
opposition to vaccinating against the novel coronavirus has been both prevalent and politically
contentious in American public life. In this paper, we theorize that attitudes toward COVID-19
vaccination might ...
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Exploring the Effects of the COVID-19 Pandemic on Low-Cost Private Schools in Nairobi,
Kenya
Olivier Habimana et al.
October 19, 2022
To contain the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic, schools in Kenya, as in many other countries, had
to temporarily close. This study investigates the extent to which lockdowns and school closures
affected households and low-cost private schools (LCPS) in four urban informal settlements in Nairobi.

Qua...

CGD NOTES
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to Tackle Anti-Microbial Resistance
Anthony McDonnell and Katherine Klemperer
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This note was first published as evidence submitted to the joint inquiry of the UK All-Party
Parliamentary Groups (APPGs) on WASH and Antibiotics into the links between antibiotic resistance and
lack of access to WASH.
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October 21, 2022 | Jeffrey Sturchio, Mackenzie Burke, Maclane Speer Midway through the first phase
of Ending the HIV Epidemic in the U.S., the program is off track from its goal of reducing new HIV
infections to 9,250 people or fewer by 2025. This moment presents an opportunity to evaluate the
initiative and address the challenges ahead.
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Biden Administration has announced that it will have to end its purchase and distribution of COVID
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Report
Policy Decisionmaking in Long-Term Care: Lessons from Infection Control During the
COVID-19 Pandemic

Policies to prevent the spread of COVID-19 in long-term care facilities have failed to balance
community safety and resident well-being. Input from a range of stakeholders highlighted a need for
inclusive policy decisionmaking in long-term care.
Oct 20, 2022
Lori Frank, Thomas W. Concannon, Jordan M. Harrison, Sarah Zelazny
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Gene Therapy Access Can Significantly Reduce Global Disease Burden

News 18 Oct 2022

- Gene therapy can help millions of people globally if applied appropriately across all markets

- However, the complexity and record-breaking prices of these new medical innovations severely
limits access for those most in need

- New World Economic Forum paper outlines path to ensuring that countries and communities with
high burdens of disease are not left behind

- Explore the full report, figures and more information here
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