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Milestones, Perspectives 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Africa needs to vaccinate 33 million children to put progress back on track  
Brazzaville, 20 April 2023 – An estimated 33 million children will need to be vaccinated in 
Africa between 2023 and 2025 to put the continent back on track to achieve the 2030 
global immunization goals that include reducing morbidity and mortality from vaccine-preventable 
diseases, an analysis by World Health Organization (WHO) finds. 
 
The unprecedented impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on routine immunization services has driven up 
the number of zero-dose and under-immunized children, rising by 16% between 2019 and 2021 and 
pushing the cumulative total (2019–2021) to around 33 million, which represents nearly half the global 
figure, according to estimates by WHO and UNICEF. 
 
“The pandemic has seriously set back the region’s vaccination efforts and left millions of 
children vulnerable to vaccine-preventable diseases that can cause serious illness and 
even death,” said Dr Matshidiso Moeti, WHO Regional Director for Africa. “As countries strive 
to emerge from the long shadow of COVID-19, we cannot afford to lose further ground. Every effort 
must be made to ensure every child has access to essential vaccines.” 
 
Without renewed political will and intensified efforts by governments, it is estimated that 
vaccination coverage in Africa will not return to pre-pandemic levels until 2027. 
 
This year, African Vaccination Week and World Immunization Week, from 24–30 April, is being marked 
under the theme “The Big Catch-Up”. This is a global push by WHO and partners to intensify efforts to 
reach children who missed vaccinations, as well as to restore and strengthen routine immunization 
programmes… 
 
To urgently scale up coverage and protect children, WHO and partners are supporting 10 
priority African countries—which are among the top 20 countries globally with the highest 
numbers of zero-dose children—to carry out catch-up routine vaccination campaigns. 
 
African governments and healthcare workers made heroic efforts during an unprecedented public 
health emergency, vaccinating more people than ever before in history. But the ripples of this 
emergency response effort are still being felt. At the Vaccine Alliance we are intensifying our efforts to 
support countries to make up lost ground,” said Aurelia Nguyen, Chief Programme and Strategy Officer 
for Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance… 
 
Despite the disruptions, at least one third of African countries have sustained the target 
coverage of 90% or higher for the third dose of the diphtheria-tetanus-pertussis vaccine, 
and the third dose of the polio vaccine, over the past three years. However, only three 
countries have sustained this coverage for the second dose of the measles and yellow 
fever vaccines during the same period. 
 

https://www.afro.who.int/news/africa-needs-vaccinate-33-million-children-put-progress-back-track


The region has also continued to step up the polio response. More than 30 million children were 
vaccinated against polio in Malawi, Mozambique, Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe in 2022, following 
wild poliovirus type 1 cases being reported in Malawi and Mozambique. 
 
“The ambition to ensure that every child has access to essential vaccines by 2030 is still within our 
reach if we act now,” said Dr Moeti. “It is time for us to renew our commitment to this ambition and 
work… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
New data indicates declining confidence in childhood vaccines of up to 44 percentage 
points in some countries during the COVID-19 pandemic - UNICEF 
NEW YORK, 20 April 2023 –  
The public perception of the importance of vaccines for children declined during the 
COVID-19 pandemic in 52 out of 55 countries studied, UNICEF warned today in a new 
report on immunization. 
 
The State of the World’s Children 2023: For Every Child, Vaccination reveals the perception of the 
importance of vaccines for children declined by more than a third in the Republic of Korea, 
Papua New Guinea, Ghana, Senegal and Japan after the start of the pandemic. In the new 
data, collected by The Vaccine Confidence Project and published today by UNICEF, China, India and 
Mexico were the only countries studied where the data indicates the perception of the importance of 
vaccines held firm or even improved. In most countries, people under 35 and women were more likely 
to report less confidence about vaccines for children after the start of the pandemic.* 
 
Vaccine confidence is volatile and time specific. Additional data collection and further analysis will be 
required to determine if the findings are indicative of a longer-term trend. Despite the falls, overall 
support for vaccines remains relatively strong. In almost half the 55 countries studied 
more than 80 per cent of respondents perceived vaccines as important for children. 
 
However, the report warns the confluence of several factors suggest the threat of vaccine hesitancy 
may be growing. These factors include uncertainty about the response to the pandemic, 
growing access to misleading information, declining trust in expertise, and political 
polarisation. 
 
“At the height of the pandemic, scientists rapidly developed vaccines that saved countless lives. But 
despite this historic achievement, fear and disinformation about all types of vaccines circulated as 
widely as the virus itself,” said Catherine Russell, UNICEF Executive Director. “This data is a worrying 
warning signal. We cannot allow confidence in routine immunizations to become another 
victim of the pandemic. Otherwise, the next wave of deaths could be of more children with 
measles, diphtheria or other preventable diseases.” 
 
Alarmingly, the decline in confidence comes amid the largest sustained backslide in 
childhood immunization in 30 years, fuelled by the COVID-19 pandemic. The pandemic 
interrupted childhood vaccination almost everywhere, especially due to intense demands on health 
systems, the diversion of immunization resources to COVID-19 vaccination, health worker shortages 
and stay-at-home measures. 

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/sowc_2023_immunization
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/sowc_2023_immunization
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/WUENIC2022release
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/WUENIC2022release


 
Today’s report warns a total of 67 million children missed out on vaccinations between 
2019 and 2021, with vaccination coverage levels decreasing in 112 countries. Children born 
just before or during the pandemic are now moving past the age when they would normally be 
vaccinated, underscoring the need for urgent action to catch up on those who were missed and 
prevent deadly disease outbreaks.  
 
In 2022, for example, the number of measles cases was more than double the total in the previous 
year. The number of children paralysed by polio was up 16 per cent year-on-year in 2022. When 
comparing the 2019 to 2021 period with the previous three-year period, there was an eight-fold 
increase in the number of children paralysed by polio, highlighting the need to ensure vaccination 
efforts are sustained. 
 
The pandemic also exacerbated existing inequities. For far too many children, especially in the most 
marginalised communities, vaccination is still not available, accessible or affordable. Even before the 
pandemic, progress on vaccination had stalled for almost a decade as the world struggled to reach the 
most marginalised children. 
 
Of the 67 million children who missed out on routine vaccination between 2019 and 2021, 48 million 
didn’t receive a single routine vaccine, also known as “zero-dose”. As of the end of 2021, 
India and Nigeria (both countries with very large birth cohorts) had the largest numbers of zero-dose 
children but increases in the numbers of zero-dose children were especially notable in Myanmar and 
the Philippines. 
 
The children who are missing out live in the poorest, most remote and marginalised 
communities, at times impacted by conflict. New data produced for the report by the 
International Center for Equity in Health found that in the poorest households, 1 in 5 children are zero-
dose while in the wealthiest, it is just 1 in 20. It found unvaccinated children often live in hard-to-reach 
communities such as rural areas or urban slums. They often have mothers who have not been able to 
go to school and who are given little say in family decisions. These challenges are greatest in low- and 
middle-income countries, where about 1 in 10 children in urban areas are zero dose and 1 in 6 in rural 
areas. In upper-middle-income countries, there is almost no gap between urban and rural children. 
 
To vaccinate every child, it is vital to strengthen primary health care and provide its mostly 
female front-line workers with the resources and support they need. The report finds 
women are at the front line of delivering vaccinations, but they face low pay, informal 
employment, lack of formal training and career opportunities and threats to their security. 
 
To address this child survival crisis, UNICEF is calling on governments to double-down on their 
commitment to increase financing for immunization and to work with stakeholders to unlock available 
resources, including COVID-19 funds, to urgently implement and accelerate catch-up vaccination 
efforts to protect children and prevent disease outbreaks. 
 
The report is urging governments to: 
- Urgently identify and reach all children, especially those who missed vaccinations during the 

COVID-19 pandemic 
- Strengthen demand for vaccines, including by building confidence 
- Prioritise funding to immunization services and primary health care 



- Build resilient health systems through investment in female health workers, innovation and local 
manufacturing 

 
“Immunizations have saved millions of lives and protected communities from deadly disease 
outbreaks,” said Catherine Russell. “We know all too well that diseases do not respect borders. Routine 
immunizations and strong health systems are our best shot at preventing future pandemics, 
unnecessary deaths and suffering. With resources still available from the COVID-19 vaccination drive, 
now is the time to redirect those funds to strengthen immunization services and invest in sustainable 
systems for every child.” 
 
:::::: 
 
The State of the World's Children  
UNICEF’s flagship report – the most comprehensive analysis of global trends affecting children.  
April 2023 :: 226 pages 
https://www.unicef.org/media/108161/file/SOWC-2023-full-report-English.pdf 
Highlights  
The world is facing a red alert for children’s health: Routine vaccination coverage dropped sharply 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. UNICEF’s latest report, The State of the World’s Children 2023: For 
every child, vaccination, explores the reasons behind this red alert and the steps we as a global 
community must take to make sure that no child is left behind. 

 
 

https://www.unicef.org/reports/state-worlds-children-2023#Reportarea
https://www.unicef.org/media/108161/file/SOWC-2023-full-report-English.pdf


 
 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Featured Journal Content 
 
The Lancet   
Apr 22, 2023  Volume 401  Number 10385  p1313-1398 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current 
Editorial 
Routine immunisations: reversing the decline 
The Lancet 
Over the past 3 years, the COVID-19 pandemic has shown the power and potential of vaccination in 
real time. But it has also disrupted health services and caused supply chain challenges, resulting in 
stagnation and backsliding of routine vaccinations. For example, global coverage of the third dose of 
the diphtheria–tetanus–pertussis vaccine fell from 86% in 2019 to 81% in 2021—the lowest level since 
2008. Many other routine vaccinations showed similar reductions. 25 million children missed out on life-
saving measles, diphtheria, and tetanus vaccines in 2021. 18 million have never received a single dose 
of any vaccine (so called zero-dose children). To prevent further setbacks, World Immunization Week 
2023, from April 24 to 30, calls for a catch-up to return to pre-pandemic vaccination levels. But what 
are the prospects of doing so? 
 
Central to any effort to improve global immunisation rates is Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance. The 
organisation works with the public and private sector to secure access to critical vaccines in low-income 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(23)00815-2/fulltext


countries. More than 981 million children have been vaccinated through its programmes, preventing 
more than 16·2 million deaths. In August, Muhammad Ali Pate—formerly at the World Bank and Health 
Minister for Nigeria—will replace Seth Berkley as CEO. Pate says his priorities are to support countries 
to scale up critical routine immunisation programmes, reach more zero-dose children, expand access to 
new vaccines, transform primary health-care systems, and help fight outbreaks and future pandemics. 
 
With respect to bolstering national routine immunisations, the centrepiece of global efforts is WHO's 
Immunization Agenda 2030, launched in 2021, which aims to make immunisations accessible to all by 
integrating them into primary health-care services and encouraging the development of national 
strategy plans. As we argued in an Editorial in 2021, the Agenda's success depends on how well 
national plans are implemented and ensuring that financing is sustained. Whether any progress has 
been made will be revealed later this year in the Agenda's first monitoring and evaluation report. But 
the recent statistics on global immunisation coverage and continuous shortages of health-care workers 
do not bode well. 
 
Pate's mention of new vaccines is presumably an allusion to new malaria vaccines, which have the 
potential to safeguard millions of lives, although Gavi has not yet announced whether it will support 
funding and distribution. The RTS,S vaccine is undergoing pilot testing in Ghana, Kenya, and Malawi. A 
second vaccine, R21/Matrix-M, developed by the University of Oxford and manufactured by the Serum 
Institute of India, has been approved in Ghana; WHO is assessing whether to recommend it for wider 
use. There is also a great deal of hype around mRNA vaccines for diseases ranging from cancer to 
cardiovascular and autoimmune diseases, spurred on by the successes of COVID-19 vaccine 
development. 
 
Whether or not these promises come to pass, a key lesson from the COVID-19 pandemic is the 
difficulty of ensuring global vaccine equity. While high-income countries hoarded vaccines, low-income 
and middle-income countries were left behind. COVAX, the global initiative to ensure fair and equitable 
distribution of COVID-19 vaccines, failed to deliver. The new proposed treaty on pandemic 
preparedness and response aims to avoid repetition of these failings but it is often vague, woolly, 
idealistic, and lacking in practical details. For Pate to fulfil his aim to do better in future pandemics—
and to make new vaccines routinely available to all who need them—will require far more muscular and 
clearly articulated approaches to equity. 
 
One challenge Pate did not mention is vaccine hesitancy, which continues to threaten childhood 
immunisation. A new UNICEF report warns that public perception of the importance of childhood 
vaccines declined during the COVID-19 pandemic in 52 of 55 countries studied. A Lancet Viewpoint by 
Douglas J Opel published earlier this year, exploring how the COVID-19 pandemic might affect 
confidence in US childhood vaccinations, proposed a series of measures, including scientific literacy, 
further research on risk perception, reduction of childhood vaccination inequities, and restoration of 
trust in medicine and public health. Without tackling vaccine hesitancy, any attempt to boost coverage 
rates will struggle. 
 
Countries are facing many challenges in improving routine childhood immunisations. Reversing the 
downward trends will require action across several fronts. Pate's new leadership of Gavi—if he can fulfil 
his agenda—could be a timely chance to refresh. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(23)00435-X/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(21)00900-4/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(22)01693-2/fulltext


 
Key leadership appointments made to drive WHO strategic direction and initiatives 
17 April 2023   News release 
The World Health Organization (WHO) has appointed five new senior figures to its headquarters 
leadership team in Geneva. The new appointments follow the reappointment of Dr Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus to his second five-year term as Director-General. The overall leadership team has been 
consolidated to align with the Organization’s priorities for the next five years and will work closely with 
the Director-General to drive forward these priorities and WHO’s ambitious transformation agenda. 
 
To accelerate progress on implementation of WHO’s 13th General Programme of Work (GPW13), and 
achievement of its “triple billion” targets and the health-related Sustainable Development Goals, 
WHO’s work for the coming five years is focused on five priorities:  
- making a paradigm shift towards promoting health and preventing disease by 

addressing its root causes;  
- radically reorienting health systems towards primary health care;  
- strengthening the systems for health emergency preparedness and response;  
- harnessing the power of science, innovation, data and  technologies to advance health; 

and strengthening WHO as the leading authority on global health and to achieve impact 
in countries.  

 
The headquarters leadership team, comprising equal numbers of women and men, will work jointly 
with WHO regional and country offices. New members of the headquarters leadership team: 
 
Dr Jeremy Farrar will become WHO’s Chief Scientist as of 8 May 2023. The appointment of Dr 
Farrar was previously announced in December 2022. In this role Dr Farrar will oversee the Science 
Division, bringing together the best experts and networks in science and innovation from around the 
world to guide, develop and deliver high quality health policies and services to the people who need 
them most. Prior to joining WHO Dr Farrar was Director of the Wellcome Trust. Before joining 
Wellcome in 2013 Dr Farrar spent 17 years as Director of the Clinical Research Unit at the Hospital for 
Tropical Diseases in Viet Nam where his research interests were in global health with a focus on 
emerging infectious diseases. Dr Farrar is a clinician researcher with a medical degree and a PhD. 
 
Dr Ailan Li will become Assistant Director-General for Universal Health Coverage, Healthier 
Populations as of 8 May 2023. In this role Dr Li will oversee the Organization’s efforts to promote 
better health and well-being through interventions relating to the environmental, social, and economic 
determinants of health, including climate change, tobacco control, chemical safety, road safety, food 
systems and nutrition, physical activity, air pollution and radiation, through a One Health approach. Dr 
Li has been serving as the WHO Representative to the Kingdom of Cambodia since 15 July 2019. Prior 
to this role, Dr Li served as Regional Emergency Director for the WHO Health Emergencies Programme 
in the WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific. Dr Li holds a medical degree and degree in health 
social sciences. 
 
Dr Yukiko Nakatani will become Assistant Director-General for Access to Medicines and 
Health Products as of 2 May 2023. In this role Dr Nakatani will oversee the development and 
implementation of WHO’s norms and policies to ensure equitable access to quality medicines, vaccines 
and diagnostics for all populations everywhere, including for preventing and responding to epidemics. 
Dr Nakatani has been serving as the Director of the Cancer and Disease Control Division of the 
Japanese Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare and as the Technical Advisor to the Minister of State 

https://www.who.int/news/item/17-04-2023-key-leadership-appointments-made-to-drive-who-strategic-direction-and-initiatives


for the COVID-19 Vaccination Task Force in Japan. Dr Nakatani holds a medical degree and a PhD in 
public health. 
 
Dr Razia Pendse will become the Chef de Cabinet as of 4 May 2023. In this role Dr Pendse will 
head the Director-General’s Office, helping to drive the Organization’s priorities and initiatives, and will 
ensure alignment within the WHO leadership team and across the three levels of WHO. Dr Pendse has 
been serving as the Director of Healthier Populations and Noncommunicable Diseases in the WHO 
Regional Office for South-East Asia and was previously the WHO Representative to Sri Lanka. Dr 
Pendse holds a medical degree and master's degree in public health. 
 
Dr Jérôme Salomon will become Assistant Director-General for Universal Health Coverage, 
Communicable and Noncommunicable Diseases as of 17 April 2023. In this role Dr Salomon will 
oversee a broad portfolio of technical programmes covering HIV, viral hepatitis, sexually-transmitted 
infections, tuberculosis, malaria, neglected tropical diseases, mental health, substance use disorders, 
and noncommunicable diseases such as cardiovascular disease, diabetes, chronic respiratory diseases 
and cancer. Dr Salomon has been serving as the Director-General for Health at the Ministry of Health 
and Prevention of France. He was a Member of the WHO Executive Board prior to his appointment and 
has extensive experience in health systems management, communicable diseases and international 
public health. Dr Salomon holds a medical degree, a master’s degree in public health and a PhD in 
epidemiology. 
 
The portfolios of existing members of the headquarters leadership team: 
Dr Samira Asma will continue as the Assistant Director-General for Data, Analytics and 
Delivery for Impact. Dr Asma oversees a portfolio which ensures that health data are reliable and 
accessible, and are used to improve health outcomes worldwide, including tracking and accelerating 
progress towards the triple billion targets and the health-related Sustainable Development Goals. Prior 
to joining WHO in 2018, Dr Asma held leadership positions at the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) for over two decades. She holds a doctorate degree in dental surgery and a master's 
degree in public health. 
 
Dr Bruce Aylward has been appointed Assistant Director-General of the Universal Health 
Coverage, Life Course Division as of 4 May 2023. Dr Aylward has been leading WHO’s 
Transformation Agenda and the Organization’s work on the multi-agency Access to COVID-19 Tools 
Accelerator (ACT-A) Hub. In his new role, Dr Aylward will drive the Organization’s agenda to transform 
primary health care as central to universal health coverage, as well as overseeing WHO’s work on 
health systems, immunization and reproductive, maternal and child health. Dr Aylward holds a medical 
degree and a master’s degree in public health. 
 
Dr Hanan Balkhy will continue as Assistant Director-General for Antimicrobial Resistance. 
Dr Balkhy provides technical and political leadership to curb the health and economic burdens of drug 
resistance, including through multi-sectoral collaboration with the Food and Agriculture Organization, 
the World Organization for Animal Health, and the United Nations Environment Programme. Prior to 
joining WHO, Dr Balkhy was Executive Director for Infection Prevention and Control at Saudi Arabia’s 
Ministry of National Guard. Dr Balkhy holds a medical degree with specialization in paediatric infectious 
diseases. 
 
Dr Catharina Boehme will become Assistant Director-General, External Relations and 
Governance as of 4 May 2023. In this role Dr Boehme will lead WHO’s strategic engagement in the 



areas of governance, resource mobilization and partner relations. Her portfolio will include critical 
Member States processes, such as their negotiation of a pandemic accord, the reform of WHO’s 
governance and the implementation of recommendations on sustainable financing. Dr Boehme has 
been serving as the Director-General’s Chef de Cabinet during which time she drove the leadership’s 
strategic vision, ensuring alignment across the Organization and with Member States and partners. She 
joined WHO in 2021, having been the Chief Executive Officer of FIND, the international alliance for 
diagnostics. Dr Boehme holds a medical degree and diplomas in public health and management. 
 
Dr Chikwe Ihekweazu will continue as Assistant Director-General for the Division of Health 
Emergency Intelligence and Surveillance Systems in the Emergencies Programme. As part of his 
portfolio, Dr Ihekweazu leads the WHO Hub for Pandemic and Epidemic Intelligence, bringing together 
partners to address future pandemic and epidemic risks with better access to data, analytical 
capacities, and tools for decision-making. Prior to joining WHO, Dr Ihekweazu was the first Director 
General of the Nigeria Centre for Disease Control (NCDC), from 2016 to 2021. Dr Ihekweazu holds a 
medical degree, with specialization as an infectious disease epidemiologist, and a master’s degree in 
public health. 
 
Dr Michael Ryan will continue as Executive Director of WHO’s Health Emergencies 
Programme. Dr Ryan has been managing health emergencies in WHO for the past 25 years and most 
recently led WHO’s emergency response to the COVID-19 pandemic. He leads WHO’s response to 
disease outbreaks, humanitarian crises and other public health emergencies. Dr Ryan is a founding 
member of the Global Outbreak Alert and Response Network (GOARN), which has aided the response 
to hundreds of disease outbreaks around the world.  Dr Ryan holds a degree in medicine and a 
master’s degree in public health. 
 
Mr Raul Thomas will continue as Assistant Director-General for Business Operations. Mr 
Thomas has overall responsibility for WHO’s business functions, including budget, finance, human 
resources, administration, audit, risk management, accountability and compliance, and general 
management. He is responsible for implementing many of the initiatives under the Organization’s 
transformation agenda and creating a respectful, inclusive workplace. During his 20 years of 
employment with WHO, Mr Thomas has served in the regions of Africa, the Americas, the Eastern 
Mediterranean and the Western Pacific, as well as with the International Agency for Research on 
Cancer (IARC). Mr Thomas holds a master’s degree in organizational management and a bachelor’s 
degree in business administration. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Malaria 
 
R21/Matrix-M™ malaria vaccine developed by University of Oxford receives regulatory 
clearance for use in Ghana 
13 April 2023 
The University of Oxford-developed and Serum Institute of India PvT Ltd (SIIPL)- manufactured and 
scaled up R21/Matrix-MTM malaria vaccine, leveraging Novavax’s adjuvant technology, has been 
licensed for use in Ghana by the country’s Food and Drugs Authority. 
 

https://www.ox.ac.uk/news/2023-04-13-r21matrix-m-malaria-vaccine-developed-university-oxford-receives-regulatory
https://www.ox.ac.uk/news/2023-04-13-r21matrix-m-malaria-vaccine-developed-university-oxford-receives-regulatory


This marks the first regulatory clearance for the R21/Matrix-M malaria vaccine for use in any country. 
The successful registration was notified to SIIPL by the FDA Ghana. SIIPL is the manufacturing and 
commercialisation license holder for the vaccine. The vaccine has been approved for use in children 
aged 5 to 36 months, the age group at highest risk of death from malaria. It is hoped that this first 
crucial step will enable the vaccine to help Ghanaian and African children to effectively combat 
malaria…  
 
Professor Adrian Hill, Chief investigator, R21/Matrix-M programme, and Director of the University of 
Oxford’s Jenner Institute at the Nuffield Department of Medicine, said: ‘This marks a culmination of 30 
years of malaria vaccine research at Oxford with the design and provision of a high efficacy vaccine 
that can be supplied at adequate scale to the countries who need it most. I congratulate our superb 
clinical trial partners in Africa who have generated the dataset supporting the safety and efficacy of the 
vaccine in children. As with the Oxford-AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine, our partnership with the Serum 
Institute of India has been key to successful very large-scale manufacturing and rapid development... 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 

PHEIC 
Coronavirus [COVID-19] - WHO 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019  
 
Weekly Epidemiological and Operational updates  
Last update: 29 March 2023 
Confirmed cases ::      763 740 140 
Confirmed deaths ::          6 908 554 
Vaccine doses administered:   13 321 463 740 
 
Weekly epidemiological update on COVID-19 - 20 April 2023 
 

 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update-on-covid-19---20-april-2023
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update-on-covid-19---20-april-2023


Overview  
Globally, over 2.8 million new cases and almost 18 000 deaths were reported in the last 28 days 
(20 March to 16 April 2023), a decrease of 27% and 32%, respectively, compared to the previous 28 
days (20 February to 19 March 2023). Contrary to the overall trend, significant increases in reported 
cases and deaths were seen in some WHO regions and countries. As of 16 April 2023, over 763 million 
confirmed cases and over 6.9 million deaths have been reported globally. 
 
:::::: 
 
Global Compendium of Knowledge on COVID-19 
19 April 2023   Departmental news 
  The Global Compendium of Country Knowledge on COVID-19 vaccination is now available on 
TechNet21.   
   The Compendium stores over 140 documents and has recorded over 300 visits to the most popular 
ones. The Compendium is maintained and expanded to reflect the most relevant experiences and 
learnings from COVID-19 vaccination.   
   The Compendium is a space that:  
- Facilitates the sharing of documented successes and challenges of national COVID-19 programmes 

with other countries, development partners, NGOs and entities supporting vaccine rollout.  It is an 
opportunity to inform others on real-time issues, disseminate lessons learned and share possible 
solutions.  

- Establishes a knowledge platform to inform planning for expanding vaccination across the life-
course in non-emergency settings, and consider how emergency vaccination could be scaled-up in 
a future health crisis.  

- Sends “information alerts” when updates become available, so users have access to latest 
experiences in a comprehensive and organized manner. 

 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
COVID Vaccines – OCHA:: HDX 
 
COVID-19 Data Explorer: Global Humanitarian Operations 
COVID-19 Vaccine Roll-out 
Apr 03, 2023 | COVAX (WHO,GAVI,CEPI), UNDESA, Press Reports | DATA 
Website not responding at inquiry. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Our World in Data 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Vaccinations   [Accessed 22 Apr 2023] 
:: 69.9% of the world population has received at least one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine. 
:: 13.37 billion doses have been administered globally, and 238,508 are now administered each day.  
:: 29.5% of people in low-income countries have received at least one dose. 
 

https://www.who.int/news/item/19-04-2023-global-compendium-of-knowledge-on-covid-19
https://www.who.int/news/item/19-04-2023-global-compendium-of-knowledge-on-covid-19
https://www.technet-21.org/en/covid-compendium
https://data.humdata.org/visualization/covid19-humanitarian-operations/?layer=covid-19_vaccine_roll-out
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/covid-19-vaccine-doses-in-hrp-countries
https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations
https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations#what-share-of-the-population-has-received-at-least-one-dose-of-vaccine
https://ourworldindata.org/explorers/coronavirus-data-explorer?zoomToSelection=true&pickerSort=asc&pickerMetric=location&Interval=Cumulative&Relative+to+Population=false&Align+outbreaks=false&country=~OWID_WRL&Metric=Vaccine+doses
https://ourworldindata.org/explorers/coronavirus-data-explorer?zoomToSelection=true&pickerSort=asc&pickerMetric=location&Interval=7-day+rolling+average&Relative+to+Population=false&Align+outbreaks=false&country=~OWID_WRL&Metric=Vaccine+doses
https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/share-people-vaccinated-covid?country=High+income~Upper+middle+income~Lower+middle+income~Low+income


 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Global Dashboard on COVID-19 Vaccine Equity 
The Dashboard is a joint initiative of UNDP, WHO and the University of Oxford with cooperation across 
the UN system, anchored in the SDG 3 Global Action Plan for Healthy Lives and Well-being for All. 
 
Dashboard on Vaccine Equity [accessed 22 Apr 2023]: https://data.undp.org/vaccine-equity/ 
See also visualization on Vaccine Access and Vaccine Affordability 

   

https://data.undp.org/vaccine-equity/
https://data.undp.org/vaccine-equity/accessibility/
https://data.undp.org/vaccine-equity/affordability/


 

  
 
::::::  
:::::: 

 
Global COVID-19 Access Tracker 
https://www.covid19globaltracker.org/ 
 

 
Last Update on Mar 30, 2023 

:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Duke – Launch and Scale Speedometer 
The Race for Global COVID-19 Vaccine Equity 
See our COVID Vaccine Purchases research 
See our COVID Vaccine Manufacturing research 
See our COVID Vaccine Donations & Exports research 
 

https://www.covid19globaltracker.org/
https://launchandscalefaster.org/COVID-19
https://launchandscalefaster.org/covid-19/vaccinepurchases
https://launchandscalefaster.org/covid-19/vaccinemanufacturing
https://launchandscalefaster.org/covid-19/vaccinedonations


 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
U.S.: COVID-19/Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 
HHS 
News 
Statement from HHS Secretary Xavier Becerra on CDC’s Recommendation Allowing Older 
and Immunocompromised Adults to Receive Second Dose of Updated Vaccine 
April 19, 2023 | News Release 
 
Fact Sheet: HHS Announces ‘HHS Bridge Access Program For COVID-19 Vaccines and 
Treatments’ to Maintain Access to COVID-19 Care for the Uninsured 
April 18, 2023 | News Release 
 
 
FDA 

https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/index.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2023/04/19/statement-hhs-secretary-xavier-becerra-cdcs-recommendation-allowing-older-immunocompromised-adults-receive-second-dose-updated-vaccine.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2023/04/19/statement-hhs-secretary-xavier-becerra-cdcs-recommendation-allowing-older-immunocompromised-adults-receive-second-dose-updated-vaccine.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2023/04/18/fact-sheet-hhs-announces-hhs-bridge-access-program-covid-19-vaccines-treatments-maintain-access-covid-19-care-uninsured.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2023/04/18/fact-sheet-hhs-announces-hhs-bridge-access-program-covid-19-vaccines-treatments-maintain-access-covid-19-care-uninsured.html


Press Announcements 
April 18, 2023 - Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update: FDA Authorizes Changes to Simplify Use of 
Bivalent mRNA COVID-19 Vaccines 
 
 
FDA VRBPAC 
Advisory Committee Calendar 
Vaccines and Related Biological Products Advisory Committee May 18, 2023 Meeting 
Announcement - 05/18/2023 
   On May 18, 2023, the committee will meet in open session to discuss and make recommendations on 
the safety and effectiveness of ABRYSVO (Respiratory Syncytial Virus Vaccine), manufactured by Pfizer 
Inc., with a requested indication, in Biologics License Application (BLA) 125768 (STN 125768/0), for the 
prevention of lower respiratory tract disease and severe lower respiratory tract disease caused by RSV 
in infants from birth through 6 months of age by active immunization of pregnant individuals.:::::: 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Europe: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 
European Medicines Agency  [EMA] 
News & Press Releases       
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control  
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en 
News/Updates/Reports  [Selected]  
News  
European Immunization Week 2023  
Campaign - 21 Apr 2023  
 
Weekly COVID-19 country overview  
Epidemiological update - 21 Apr 2023  
 
WHO/ECDC report: antimicrobial resistance threatens patient safety in European Region  
Press release - 14 Apr 2023  
 
ECDC highlights measures to mitigate possible increase in mpox cases during spring and 
summer  
Press release - 14 Apr 2023  
 
Joint ECDC-WHO/Europe mpox (monkeypox) surveillance bulletin  
Epidemiological update - 5 Apr 2023  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 

https://www.fda.gov/news-events/fda-newsroom/press-announcements
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-authorizes-changes-simplify-use-bivalent-mrna-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-authorizes-changes-simplify-use-bivalent-mrna-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/advisory-committee-calendar
https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/advisory-committee-calendar/vaccines-and-related-biological-products-advisory-committee-may-18-2023-meeting-announcement
https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/advisory-committee-calendar/vaccines-and-related-biological-products-advisory-committee-may-18-2023-meeting-announcement
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/search/search/ema_editorial_content/ema_news?sort=field_ema_computed_date_field&order=desc
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/eu-recommendations-2023-2024-seasonal-flu-vaccine-composition
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/eu-recommendations-2023-2024-seasonal-flu-vaccine-composition
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/european-immunization-week-2023
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/european-immunization-week-2023
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/weekly-covid-19-country-overview
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/weekly-covid-19-country-overview
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/whoecdc-report-antimicrobial-resistance-threatens-patient-safety-european-region
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/whoecdc-report-antimicrobial-resistance-threatens-patient-safety-european-region
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/ecdc-highlights-measures-mitigate-possible-increase-mpox-cases-during-spring-and-summer
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/ecdc-highlights-measures-mitigate-possible-increase-mpox-cases-during-spring-and-summer
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/ecdc-highlights-measures-mitigate-possible-increase-mpox-cases-during-spring-and-summer
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/ecdc-highlights-measures-mitigate-possible-increase-mpox-cases-during-spring-and-summer
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/joint-ecdc-whoeurope-mpox-monkeypox-surveillance-bulletin
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/joint-ecdc-whoeurope-mpox-monkeypox-surveillance-bulletin


 
Africa: COVID-19 – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
https://africacdc.org/covid-19-vaccination/ 
 

 

 
(Last Update: April 17, 2023) 

 

::::::   
:::::: 
 
China: COVID-19/Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment 
 
National Medical Products Administration – PRC  [to 22 Apr 2023] 
http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/  
News 
Vulnerable urged to get vaccinated for COVID 
2023-04-21 
   Health experts have urged people who have not been fully vaccinated against COVID-19 to get 
vaccinated, especially the elderly and those with weakened immune systems, so as to protect 
themselves and maintain herd immunity levels. 
   Zheng Hui, a researcher at the Chinese Center for Disease Control and Prevention's national 
immunization program, said that following the wave of COVID-19 that peaked in late December and 
subsided in late February, China's population has accumulated "good hybrid immunity", that is, 
immunity provided by a combination of infection and vaccination. 
   "How will the virus mutate in the future, and with the hybrid immunity in place, when will the next 
wave of epidemic arrive and peak remain uncertain," she said. "But currently and in the short term, our 
vaccination strategy is to close up immunity gaps across the population." 
   Two categories of people are deemed as harboring less potent immunity against the virus, according 
to Zheng — those who have not been infected and have not completed recommended inoculation 
procedures, as well as recovered COVID-19 patients who had not been fully vaccinated before 
infection. 

https://africacdc.org/covid-19-vaccination/
http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/news.html
http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/2023-04/21/c_880054.htm


   "Even though getting infected will induce a certain level of antibodies, human bodies will need 
antigenic stimulation at least three times to generate a relatively high level of protective effects," she 
said. Antigenic stimulation can be achieved either through infection or vaccination… 
 
::::::   
:::::: 
 
Russia: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 
Russia: Sputnik V – “the first registered COVID-19 vaccine”   
https://sputnikvaccine.com/newsroom/pressreleases/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. Last press release issued 31.08.2022. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
India: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 
Government of India – Press Information Bureau 
Latest Press Releases 
COVID-19 UPDATE 
Posted On: 22 APR 2023 10:24AM by PIB Delhi  
- 220.66 cr Total Vaccine doses (95.21 cr Second Dose and 22.87 cr Precaution Dose) have been 

administered so far under Nationwide Vaccination Drive 
- 5,602 doses administered in last 24 hours 
- India's Active caseload currently stands at 67,556 
- Active cases stand at 0.15% 
- Recovery Rate currently at 98.66% 
- 10,765 recoveries in the last 24 hours increases Total Recoveries to 4,42,83,021 
- 12,193 new cases recorded in the last 24 hours 
- Daily positivity rate (6.17%) 
- Weekly Positivity Rate (5.29%) 
- 92.52 cr Total Tests conducted so far; 1,97,477 tests conducted in the last 24 hours 
 
Indian Council for Medical Research (ICMR)  
https://www.icmr.gov.in/media.html  
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 
https://www.mohfw.gov.in/ 

https://sputnikvaccine.com/newsroom/pressreleases/
https://pib.gov.in/indexm.aspx
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetailm.aspx?PRID=1918706
https://www.icmr.gov.in/media.html
https://www.mohfw.gov.in/


 
:::::: 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 

PHEIC 
Mpox 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/monkeypox-oubreak-2022 
 
Last Update: 
Multi-country outbreak of mpox, External situation report #20 -13 April 2023 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 

PHEIC 
Polio 
 
Polio this week as of 19 April 2023 - GPEI 
Headlines  [Selected] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
Summary of new polioviruses this week: 
- Afghanistan: three WPV1 positive environmental samples 
- Algeria: one cVDPV2 positive environmental sample 
- Burundi: two cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
- Mozambique: three cVDPV1 cases 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Current Emergencies 
Current Corporate Emergencies 
Afghanistan 
Editor’s Note: 
We observe that OCHA has removed Afghanistan from its listing of “Current Emergencies.” We did not 
identify any explanation for its removal. 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/monkeypox-oubreak-2022
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/multi-country-outbreak-of-mpox--external-situation-report--20--13-april-2023
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/multi-country-outbreak-of-mpox--external-situation-report--20--13-april-2023
https://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/afghanistan


 
Northern Ethiopia 
No new digest content identified. 
 
Somalia 
No new digest content identified. 
 
Türkiye/Syria Earthquakes 
No new digest content identified. 
 
Ukraine 
Last Updated: 10 Feb 2023 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 22 Apr 2023]  
https://www.who.int/news 
Selected News/Announcements/Statements 
21 April 2023   Departmental news 
WHO applauds Brazil’s leadership in advancing multisectoral engagement towards ending 
TB 
 
21 April 2023   Departmental news 
Testing the accuracy of an innovation in diverse settings: A multi-country study assessing 
a smartphone blood pressure application 
 
21 April 2023   Departmental news 
Message by the Director of the Department of Immunization, Vaccines and Biologicals at 
WHO - April 2023 
 
20 April 2023   News release 
WHO releases the largest global collection of health inequality data 
   Today, WHO is launching the Health Inequality Data Repository, the most comprehensive global 
collection of publicly available disaggregated data and evidence on population health and its 
determinants. The repository allows for tracking health inequalities across population groups and over 
time, by breaking down data according to group characteristics, ranging from education level to 
ethnicity.  
   The data from the repository show that, in just a decade, the rich-poor gap in health service 
coverage among women, newborns and children in low- and middle-income countries has nearly 
halved. They also reveal that, in these countries, eliminating wealth-related inequality in under-five 
mortality could help save the lives of 1.8 million children. 
   The Health Inequality Data Repository (HIDR) includes nearly 11 million data points and consists of 
59 datasets from over 15 sources. The data include measurements of over 2000 indicators broken 
down by 22 dimensions of inequality, including demographic, socioeconomic and geographical factors. 
Topics covered include: the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs); COVID-19; reproductive, maternal 
and child health; immunization; HIV; tuberculosis; malaria; nutrition; health care; non-communicable 
diseases and environmental health… 

https://www.unocha.org/ethiopia
https://www.unocha.org/somalia
https://www.unocha.org/t%C3%BCrkiyesyria-earthquakes
https://www.unocha.org/ukraine
https://www.who.int/news
https://www.who.int/news/item/21-04-2023-who-applauds-brazil-s-leadership-in-advancing-multisectoral-engagement-towards-ending-tb
https://www.who.int/news/item/21-04-2023-who-applauds-brazil-s-leadership-in-advancing-multisectoral-engagement-towards-ending-tb
https://www.who.int/news/item/21-04-2023-who-applauds-brazil-s-leadership-in-advancing-multisectoral-engagement-towards-ending-tb
https://www.who.int/news/item/21-04-2023-who-applauds-brazil-s-leadership-in-advancing-multisectoral-engagement-towards-ending-tb
https://www.who.int/news/item/21-04-2023-multi-country-study-assessing-a-smartphone-blood-pressure-application
https://www.who.int/news/item/21-04-2023-multi-country-study-assessing-a-smartphone-blood-pressure-application
https://www.who.int/news/item/21-04-2023-multi-country-study-assessing-a-smartphone-blood-pressure-application
https://www.who.int/news/item/21-04-2023-multi-country-study-assessing-a-smartphone-blood-pressure-application
https://www.who.int/news/item/21-04-2023-message-by-the-director-of-the-department-of-immunization--vaccines-and-biologicals-at-who---april-2023
https://www.who.int/news/item/21-04-2023-message-by-the-director-of-the-department-of-immunization--vaccines-and-biologicals-at-who---april-2023
https://www.who.int/news/item/21-04-2023-message-by-the-director-of-the-department-of-immunization--vaccines-and-biologicals-at-who---april-2023
https://www.who.int/news/item/21-04-2023-message-by-the-director-of-the-department-of-immunization--vaccines-and-biologicals-at-who---april-2023
https://www.who.int/news/item/20-04-2023-who-releases-the-largest-global-collection-of-health-inequality-data
https://www.who.int/news/item/20-04-2023-who-releases-the-largest-global-collection-of-health-inequality-data
https://www.who.int/news/item/20-04-2023-who-releases-the-largest-global-collection-of-health-inequality-data
https://www.who.int/news/item/20-04-2023-who-releases-the-largest-global-collection-of-health-inequality-data


 
20 April 2023   Statement 
mRNA Technology Transfer Programme moves to the next phase of its development 
 
19 April 2023   Departmental news 
WHO releases new guide on developing national programmes for age-friendly cities and 
communities 
 
19 April 2023   Departmental news 
Global Compendium of Knowledge on COVID-19 
  The Global Compendium of Country Knowledge on COVID-19 vaccination is now available on 
TechNet21.   
   The Compendium stores over 140 documents and has recorded over 300 visits to the most popular 
ones. The Compendium is maintained and expanded to reflect the most relevant experiences and 
learnings from COVID-19 vaccination.   
   The Compendium is a space that:  
- Facilitates the sharing of documented successes and challenges of national COVID-19 programmes 

with other countries, development partners, NGOs and entities supporting vaccine rollout.  It is an 
opportunity to inform others on real-time issues, disseminate lessons learned and share possible 
solutions.  

- Establishes a knowledge platform to inform planning for expanding vaccination across the life-
course in non-emergency settings, and consider how emergency vaccination could be scaled-up in 
a future health crisis.  

- Sends “information alerts” when updates become available, so users have access to latest 
experiences in a comprehensive and organized manner. 

 
19 April 2023   Departmental news 
WHO releases first-ever Standard on universal access to rapid TB diagnostics 
 
18 April 2023   Departmental news 
WHO/UNICEF have started the Immunization Annual Data Collection Process 
  We are pleased to announce that the World Health Organization (WHO) / United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF) electronic Joint Reporting Form on Immunization (eJRF), is open for completion since 
March 1st and it covers reporting data for 2022.  
   The eJRF is an online data collection portal, open to all Member States, Reporting Entities, and 
Associate Members for the collection of immunization performance data.   
   Since 1997, WHO and UNICEF have jointly collected information on immunization programmes and 
vaccine-preventable diseases. Data is gathered annually and used to support important global and 
regional monitoring and planning functions, as well as track progress towards global and regional 
indicators. In 2020, WHO Member States endorsed the Immunization Agenda 2030 (IA2030), where 
eJRF data is used to report on the monitoring and evaluation framework that guides immunization 
strategies at global and regional levels.   
   Countries enter immunization data through the application directly into a secure, centralized 
database, facilitating its validation and management… 
 
18 April 2023   Departmental news 
WHO releases three online products to support implementation of NTD programmes 
 

https://www.who.int/news/item/20-04-2023-mrna-technology-transfer-programme-moves-to-the-next-phase-of-its-development
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https://www.who.int/news/item/19-04-2023-who-releases-new-guide-on-developing-national-programmes-for-age-friendly-cities-and-communities
https://www.who.int/news/item/19-04-2023-global-compendium-of-knowledge-on-covid-19
https://www.who.int/news/item/19-04-2023-global-compendium-of-knowledge-on-covid-19
https://www.who.int/news/item/19-04-2023-global-compendium-of-knowledge-on-covid-19
https://www.who.int/news/item/19-04-2023-global-compendium-of-knowledge-on-covid-19
https://www.technet-21.org/en/covid-compendium
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https://www.who.int/news/item/19-04-2023-who-releases-first-ever-standard-on-universal-access-to-rapid-tb-diagnostics
https://www.who.int/news/item/19-04-2023-who-releases-first-ever-standard-on-universal-access-to-rapid-tb-diagnostics
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https://www.who.int/news/item/18-04-2023-who-unicef-have-started-the-immunization-annual-data-collection-process
https://www.immunizationagenda2030.org/
https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/immunization/ia2030_annex_frameworkforactionv04.pdf?sfvrsn=8fd85d98_4
https://www.who.int/news/item/18-04-2023-who-releases-three-online-products-to-support-implementation-of-ntd-programmes
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https://www.who.int/news/item/17-04-2023-key-leadership-appointments-made-to-drive-who-strategic-direction-and-initiatives


17 April 2023   News release 
Key leadership appointments made to drive WHO strategic direction and initiatives 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region  
:: Africa needs to vaccinate 33 million children to put progress back on track  
   Brazzaville, 20 April 2023 – An estimated 33 million children will need to be vaccinated in Africa 
between 2023 and 2025 to put the continent back on track to achieve the 2030 global immunization 
goals that include reducing morbidity and mortality from vaccine-preventable diseases, an analysis by 
World Health Organization (WHO) finds. 
:: Mothers in Malawi value the first malaria vaccine   18 April 2023  

 

WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
:: 21 Apr 2023 
Canada and PAHO collaborate to strengthen vaccine manufacturing in Latin America and 
the Caribbean 
Washington D.C., 21 April 2023.- The Government of Canada and the Pan American Health 
Organization (PAHO) are collaborating to strengthen manufacturing capacities to increase the safe and 
timely access to vaccines in countries of Latin America and the Caribbean. Through C$ 15 million (US$ 
11.1 million) funding provided by Global Affairs Canada (… 
:: 20 Apr 2023 
Risk of vaccine-preventable disease outbreaks at 30-year high, PAHO Director says 
In 2021, one in five children under the age of one year did not receive all vaccine doses. With 
Vaccination Week in the Americas 2023 starting next week, countries must accelerate efforts to 
improve routine vaccination coverage. Washington D.C. 20 April 2023 (PAHO) – The Pan American 
Health Organization (PAHO) Director, Dr. Jarbas Barbosa, calls… 
:: 17 Apr 2023 
PAHO and partners launch report series to support healthy aging strategies in the 
Americas 
While life expectancy has increased in the region, people spend an average of 11 years in poor health 
Washington, DC, April 17, 2023 (PAHO)- A series of reports that seek to contribute to the development 
of healthy aging strategies in the Americas was launched today by the Pan American Health 
Organization (PAHO), in collaboration with other… 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: 21 April 2023   News release 
WHO certifies Azerbaijan and Tajikistan as malaria-free 
:: 21 April 2023  News release 
Small countries face challenges in human resources for health, says working group 
:: 20 April 2023   Media release 
WHO/Europe calls for urgent action on oral disease as highest rates globally are recorded 
in European Region 

https://www.who.int/news/item/17-04-2023-key-leadership-appointments-made-to-drive-who-strategic-direction-and-initiatives
https://www.who.int/news/item/17-04-2023-key-leadership-appointments-made-to-drive-who-strategic-direction-and-initiatives
http://www.afro.who.int/
https://www.afro.who.int/news/africa-needs-vaccinate-33-million-children-put-progress-back-track
Mothers%20in%20Malawi%20value%20the%20first%20malaria%20vaccine
https://www.paho.org/en/news/news-releases
https://www.paho.org/en/news/21-4-2023-canada-and-paho-collaborate-strengthen-vaccine-manufacturing-latin-america-and
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:: 20 April 2023   News release 
Armenia and WHO work towards achieving tuberculosis elimination goal 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Disease Outbreak News (DONs)  
Latest WHO Disease Outbreak News (DONs), providing information on confirmed acute public health 
events or potential events of concern.  
 
21 April 2023 | Human Infection caused by Avian Influenza A (H5N1) - Chile  
 
20 April 2023 | Circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2) - Burundi  
 
17 April 2023 | Circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2) - Indonesia  
 
:::::: 
 
New WHO Publications  
https://www.who.int/publications/i 
Selected 
20 April 2023  
Monoclonal antibodies for malaria prevention 
 
20 April 2023  
Malaria chemoprevention 
  
20 April 2023  
Guidance for clinical case management of thrombosis with thrombocytopenia syndrome 
(TTS) following...  
 
20 April 2023  
Global celebrations of world patient safety day, 17 September 2022 
 
19 April 2023  
National programmes for age-friendly cities and communities: a guide 
 
19 April 2023 
Pandemic influenza preparedness framework: partnership contribution high-level 
implementation plan III...  
Overview  
The Pandemic Influenza Pandemic (PIP) Framework's Partnership Contribution (PC) High-Level 
Implementation Plan III (HLIP III) outlines the strategy for strengthening global pandemic influenza 
preparedness from 2024 to 2030. HLIP III takes into consideration the lessons learned from the 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the gains made over time, including from previous HLIPs, and 
the broader programmatic and policy context in order to address gaps in pandemic influenza 
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preparedness. Implementation of HLIP III will strengthen global, regional, and country-level pandemic 
influenza preparedness. 
 
18 April 2023  
Committing to implementation of the Global Strategy for Women’s, Children’s and 
Adolescents’ Health (2016–2030) 
 
18 April 2023  
WHO standard: universal access to rapid tuberculosis diagnostics 
Overview  
   The WHO standard: Universal access to rapid tuberculosis diagnostics sets benchmarks to achieve 
universal access to WHO-recommended rapid diagnostics (WRDs), increase bacteriologically confirmed 
tuberculosis and drug resistance detection, and reduce the time to diagnosis. WHO-recommended rapid 
diagnostics are highly accurate, cost-effective, reduce the time to treatment initiation, and impact 
patient-important outcomes.  
   The WHO Standard comprises twelve benchmarks to be computed by countries in the four steps of 
the diagnostic cascade: identifying presumptive tuberculosis, accessing testing, being tested, and 
receiving a diagnosis. Mapping of enablers, approaches, and solutions to scale up the use of WRDs is 
provided to assist countries in meeting the standard and related benchmarks. Specific investment 
considerations are also provided, as well as two country case studies providing real-world examples of 
implementation Universal access to tuberculosis diagnostics will result in better health for all and 
reduce the unacceptably high mortality due to this curable and preventable disease. It will require 
investment and concerted work by countries, partners, donors and civil society.  
 
18 April 2023  
Checklist for rapid assessment of policies and actions in environment, climate change and 
health: scaling...  
 
18 April 2023  
Self-care interventions: human papillomavirus (HPV) self-sampling as part of cervical 
cancer screening...  
 
17 April 2023  
Report of the second joint meeting (hybrid) of the WHO Global Advisory Committee on 
Vaccine Safety and the WHO Advisory Committee on Safety of Medicinal Products, 14–16 
December 2022 
Overview  
   The Global Advisory Committee on Vaccine Safety (GACVS) was established in 1999 to provide 
independent, authoritative scientific advice to WHO on vaccine safety issues of global or regional 
concern. The Advisory Committee on Safety of Medicinal Products (ACSoMP) was established in 2003 
as an independent body for all WHO programmes that have a medicines component. Over the years, 
WHO has convened independent meetings of the 2  committees. In 2020, the 2 teams were merged 
into 1 pharmacovigilance (PVG) team. WHO plans to complement the independent meetings of 
ACSoMP and GACVS with a joint meeting of the 2 committees at least once a year, to provide expert 
advice on areas of pharmacovigilance that are common to both medicines and vaccines. A summary of 
the presentations and recommendations from the vaccine specific sessions and from sessions of 
common interest for pharmacovigilance of both medicines and vaccines is provided below. 
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::::::   
::::::   
:::::: 
 
CDC/ACIP [U.S.] [to 22 Apr 2023] 
http://www.cdc.gov/media/index.html 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html 
Latest News Releases 
CDC’s Disease Detectives Give First-Hand Accounts from the Front Lines of Public Health 
   April 20, 2023The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) will hold its annual 
Epidemic Intelligence Service (EIS) Conference April 24–27, 2023 in Atlanta. The event will feature 97 
presentations on recent groundbreaking investigations... 
 
CDC simplifies COVID-19 vaccine recommendations, allows older adults and 
immunocompromised adults to get second dose of the updated vaccine 
   April 19, 2023Following FDA regulatory action, CDC has taken steps to simplify COVID-19 vaccine 
recommendations and allow more flexibility for people at higher risk who want the option of added 
protection from additional COVID-19 vaccine doses. 
 
:::::: 
 

ACIP Meetings 
Next ACIP Meeting:  June 21-22 
 
:::::: 
 
MMWR  Weekly 
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/index2023.html 
April 21, 2023 / No.16 
PDF of this issue 
- Suspected Suicide Attempts by Self-Poisoning Among Persons Aged 10–19 Years During the 

COVID-19 Pandemic — United States, 2020–2022 
- Stroke Mortality Among Black and White Adults Aged ≥35 Years Before and During the COVID-19 

Pandemic — United States, 2015–2021 
- The Association of Reported Experiences of Racial and Ethnic Discrimination in Health Care with 

COVID-19 Vaccination Status and Intent — United States, April 22, 2021–November 26, 2022 
- Use of COVIDTests.gov At-Home Test Kits Among Adults in a National Household Probability 

Sample — United States, 2022 
 
:::::: 
 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19)- CDC 
Announcements/reports/data summaries [Selected] 
4/19/23 
Overall US COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution and Administration Update as of Wed, 19 Apr 
2023 06:00:00 EST 
 
4/19/23 
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CDC simplifies COVID-19 vaccine recommendations, allows older adults and 
immunocompromised adults to get second dose of the updated vaccine 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Africa CDC   [to 22 Apr 2023] 
http://www.africacdc.org/ 
Press Releases 
Improving COVID-19 vaccine uptake in Sierra Leonne using people-centred approaches  
18 April 2023  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
China CDC   
http://www.chinacdc.cn/en/ 
 
National Health Commission of the People's Republic of China  [to 22 Apr 2023] 
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 

National Medical Products Administration – PRC  [to 22 Apr 2023] 
http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/  
News 
Vulnerable urged to get vaccinated for COVID 
2023-04-21 
   Health experts have urged people who have not been fully vaccinated against COVID-19 to get 
vaccinated, especially the elderly and those with weakened immune systems, so as to protect 
themselves and maintain herd immunity levels. 
 
Traditional Chinese medicine spreads to 196 countries, regions: official 
2023-04-21 
   Traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) has spread to 196 countries and regions and gained worldwide 
recognition for its unique strengths in disease prevention and control and rehabilitation, an official told 
a press conference on Thursday. 
 
TCM specialists sent to 29 countries during COVID-19 fight: official 
2023-04-21 
   China had dispatched traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) specialists to 29 countries to aid the fight 
against COVID-19 during the pandemic, an official told a press conference on Thursday. 
 
 
China CDC Weekly Reports: Current Volume (5) 
2023-04-21 / No. 16 
View  PDF of this issue 
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No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
:::::: 
 

Organization Announcements 
 
Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 22 Apr 2023] 
https://alleninstitute.org/news-press/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 22 Apr 2023] 
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/ideas/media-center 
Press Releases and Statements  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute    [to 22 Apr 2023] 
https://www.gatesmri.org/news 
The Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute is a non-profit biotech organization. Our mission is 
to develop products to fight malaria, tuberculosis, and diarrheal diseases—three major causes of 
mortality, poverty, and inequality in developing countries. The world has unprecedented scientific tools 
at its disposal; now is the time to use them to save the lives of the world's poorest people  
News: Articles and Publications 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CARB-X   [to 22 Apr 2023] 
https://carb-x.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Center for Vaccine Ethics and Policy – GE2P2 Global Foundation   [to 22 Apr 2023] 
https://centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.net/ 
News/Analysis/Publications-Digests/Statements 
:: Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review -22 April 2023 
:: Informed Consent: A Monthly Review – April 2023  
:: Genomic Medicine – Governance, Ethics, Policy, Practice: A Monthly Digest – April 2023 
:: Public Consultations Watch :: Global Calls for Input/Public Comment/RFIs -   
      20 April 2023 – Issue 02  
 
 
CEPI – Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations  [to 22 Apr 2023] 
http://cepi.net/  
Latest News 
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CEPI and GHIC collaborate to advance vaccine R&D for emerging infectious diseases 
19 Apr 2023 
OSLO, Norway/ NEW YORK, NY; 19 April 2023: The Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations 
(CEPI) and the Global Health Investment Corporation (GHIC) have signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) to enhance cooperation between the two organizations in the fields of vaccine 
research, development, manufacturing and stockpiling. 
 
CEPI and GHIC have complementary mandates focused on accelerating the development and enabling 
equitable access to medical countermeasures against epidemic and pandemic threats. This new 
collaboration will support both organizations to deliver on their respective missions by fostering closer 
scientific and technical cooperation between the partners in pursuit of their common goals. 
 
The partners will share information and expertise relevant to medical countermeasures with the 
potential to address emerging infectious disease threats and public health emergencies. They will also 
pursue opportunities for practical cooperation including strengthening both organizations’ investment 
portfolios by jointly identifying – and potentially jointly funding – promising vaccine development 
platforms and technologies for the benefit of global health, including vaccine R&D for priority 
pathogens and virus families of mutual interest… 
 
 
CIOMS – COUNCIL FOR INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS OF MEDICAL SCIENCES  [to 22 
Apr 2023] 
https://cioms.ch/ 
News; Publications; Events 
CIOMS Glossary of ICH terms and definitions: Version 3 now available 
Version 3 of the CIOMS Glossary of ICH terms and definitions is now freely available here. It can also 
be accessed from the ICH webpage here. 
 
 
DARPA – Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency [U.S.] [to 22 Apr 2023 
https://www.darpa.mil/news 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Duke Global Health Innovation Center  [to 22 Apr 2023] 
https://dukeghic.org/ 
Our Blog 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EDCTP    [to 22 Apr 2023] 
http://www.edctp.org/ 
The European & Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership (EDCTP) aims to accelerate the 
development of new or improved drugs, vaccines, microbicides and diagnostics against HIV/AIDS, 
tuberculosis and malaria as well as other poverty-related and neglected infectious diseases in sub-
Saharan Africa, with a focus on phase II and III clinical trials 
News 
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Emory Vaccine Center    [to 22 Apr 2023] 
http://www.vaccines.emory.edu/ 
Vaccine Center News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
European Vaccine Initiative  [to 22 Apr 2023] 
http://www.euvaccine.eu/  
Latest News, Events  
News, Events   
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 22 Apr 2023] 
Evidence Aid aims to save lives and livelihoods in disasters by providing decision-makers with the best 
available evidence and by championing its use. 
http://www.evidenceaid.org/  
Resources [Selected]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Fondation Merieux  [to 22 Apr 2023] 
http://www.fondation-merieux.org/ 
News, Events   
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gavi [to 22 Apr 2023] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
News Releases  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 22 Apr 2023] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund  [to 22 Apr 2023] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
News & Stories  
21 April 2023  
Global Fund Selects Roslyn Morauta as Board Chair and Bience Gawanas as Vice-Chair  
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   The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria announced its Board has selected Lady 
Roslyn Morauta as Chair and Bience Gawanas as Vice-Chair, bringing two women with an exceptional 
level of leadership and international expertise to the gove...  
 
18 April 2023  
Global Fund Investment in Medical Oxygen Infrastructure Launches in Kenya  
   Kenyan President William Ruto inaugurated the procurement and distribution of US$41.7 million 
worth of oxygen products throughout the country this week, with funding from the Global Fund COVID-
19 Response Mechanism (C19RM) in partnership with the gov...  
 
 
Global Research Collaboration for Infectious Disease Preparedness [GloPID-R] [to 22 Apr 
2023] 
https://www.glopid-r.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Hilleman Laboratories   [to 22 Apr 2023] 
http://www.hilleman-labs.org/ 
News & Insights 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 22 Apr 2023] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news  
Press Room                
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Human Vaccines Project   [to 22 Apr 2023] 
http://www.humanvaccinesproject.org/  
News    
IMMUNOME Report 
Apr 21, 2023  
Deep Learning Uncovers New Viruses Linked to Cancer  
 
 
IAVI  [to 22 Apr 2023] 
https://www.iavi.org/ 
Latest News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICRC  [to  015 Oct 2022] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
What’s New   [Selected]       
Sudan: Pause in fighting needed to deliver medical supplies 
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   Geneva (ICRC) – A statement from Mirjana Spoljaric, the president of the International Committee of 
the Red Cross: 
21-04-2023 | News release 
 
 
INSERM   [to 22 Apr 2023] 
https://www.inserm.fr/en/home/ 
Press Releases   
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Coalition of Medicines Regulatory Authorities [ICMRA] 
http://www.icmra.info/drupal/en/news 
Selected Statements, Press Releases, Research  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFFIm 
http://www.iffim.org/ 
Press Releases/Announcements  
Against the clock: Kenyan runner, 15, organises 10km run to beat cervical cancer 
18 Apr 2023 
   More than 3,200 Kenyan women die of vaccine-preventable cervical cancer each year, but teenage 
athlete Stecy Bosse of Kisumu is racing to change that. 
 
 
IFRC   [to 22 Apr 2023] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Press Releases [Selected]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Institut Pasteur   [to 22 Apr 2023] 
https://www.pasteur.fr/en/press-area 
Press Documents 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ISC / International Science Council  [to 22 Apr 2023] 
https://council.science/current/ 
ISC is a non-governmental organization with a unique global membership that brings together 40 
international scientific Unions and Associations and over 140 national and regional scientific 
organizations including Academies and Research Councils.  
Latest Updates 
Blogs   
Statement on concerns over escalation of extreme violence in Sudan 
21.04.2023  
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http://www.iffim.org/
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The role of transdisciplinarity in advancing SDG implementation across African cities 
   The ISC-led research funding programme “Leading Integrated Research for Agenda 2030 in Africa” 
(LIRA 2030 Africa) took a distinctive approach to researching urban challenges to sustainability through 
transdisciplinary, and in this blog, we seek to synthesize the key benefits that transdisciplinary 
approach provided to the LIRA projects. 
19.04.2023 
 
 
International Union of Immunological Societies (IUIS) 
https://iuis.org/ 
News/Events [Selected]  
2023 International Day of Immunology 
Saturday 29th April 2023 
   The 2023 Day of Immunology  theme is ‘Immunology Talks to Public Health.’ IUIS & EFIS invite all 
international societies to join in the effort to increase global awareness of the importance of 
immunology and demonstrate how our understanding of human immunology can improve public 
health. 
Read more about the Day of Immunology.   REGISTER TODAY!   
 
 
IVAC  [to 22 Apr 2023] 
https://www.jhsph.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/ivac/index.html 
Updates; Events  
World Immunization Week 2023 (Webinar): Game Changers–Vaccine Innovations on the 
Horizon 
When: April 26th, 10:00am-11:30am EDT 
Registration: https://jh.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_t9sySAZwQoiJXZMd4W6z-Q 
 
 
IVI   [to 22 Apr 2023] 
http://www.ivi.int/ 
IVI News & Announcements 
LSHTM-IVI Webinar | Hepatitis E Vaccination and Implementation 
Thursday, 27 April 2023 | Online 
09:00-10:00 (BTS) | 17:00-18:00 (KST) 
 
 
Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security   [to 22 Apr 2023] 
https://www.centerforhealthsecurity.org/news/center-news/ 
Center News  [Selected]  
Health Security publishes special commentary on the White House Office of National Drug 
Control Policy’s approach to designating evolving and emerging drug threats 
April 17, 2023 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 22 Apr 2023]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Latest [Selected Announcements]  
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https://www.centerforhealthsecurity.org/news/center-news/2023-04-17-Health-Security-special-commentary.html
http://www.msf.org/


Sudan  
MSF urges for safety of medical teams as fighting escalates in Sudan  
Press Release 17 Apr 2023  
 
 
National Academy of Medicine - USA  [to 22 Apr 2023] 
https://nam.edu/programs/ 
News [Selected]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
National Academy of Sciences - USA  [to 22 Apr 2023] 
http://www.nasonline.org/news-and-multimedia/ 
News  
Registration Now Open -- May 24-26 Nobel Prize Summit on Misinformation and Trust in 
Science 
March 19, 2023 
   Registration is now open for the Nobel Prize Summit 'Truth Trust and Hope' a global conversation on 
how to stop misinformation from eroding public trust in science. Hosted by NAS and the Nobel 
Foundation the summit takes place May 24-26 in Washington D.C. and virtually. 
 
 
National Vaccine Program Office - U.S. HHS  [to 22 Apr 2023] 
https://www.hhs.gov/vaccines/about/index.html 
Upcoming Meetings/Latest Updates  
National Vaccine Advisory Committee (NVAC) 
June 15-16, 2023 NVAC Meeting 
 
 
NIH  [to 22 Apr 2023] 
http://www.nih.gov/  
News Releases   
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
PATH  [to 22 Apr 2023]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
Press Releases 
PATH launches search for Chief Scientific Officer 
April 20, 2023 by PATH  
   Seattle, April 20, 2023 – PATH is searching for a Chief Scientific Officer (CSO) to head a new division 
that will oversee the organization’s vaccine, biologics, diagnostics, devices, and drug research, 
development, and introduction activities. 
   The CSO will report to PATH’s CEO and President and will be a key member of the Executive Team, 
and will also work closely with partners to ensure that PATH’s product development efforts are 
complementary and aligned with the organization’s overall vision, mission, and strategy. The CSO will 
also drive the identification and alignment of strategic priorities for investments in scientific innovation 
efforts and act as a strategic liaison with program leaders for efforts related to scientific innovation... 
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Rockefeller Foundation  [to 22 Apr 2023] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/ 
Selected Reports/Press Releases  
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
Sabin Vaccine Institute  [to 22 Apr 2023] 
https://www.sabin.org/press/ 
Latest News & Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 22 Apr 2023]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
18 April 2023 
The power of visibility — My story as the first person who came out as a person living with 
HIV in Fiji  
 
 
UNICEF  [to 22 Apr 2023] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Latest press releases, news notes and statements 
Press release   20 April 2023  
New data indicates declining confidence in childhood vaccines of up to 44 percentage 
points in some countries during the COVID-19 pandemic  
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/sowc_2023_immunization  
NEW YORK, 20 April 2023 – The public perception of the importance of vaccines for children declined 
during the COVID-19 pandemic in 52 out of 55 countries studied, UNICEF warned today in a new 
report on immunization. The State of the World’s Children 2023: For Every Child, Vaccination reveals 
the perception of the importance of vaccines for…  
 
 
Unitaid  [to 22 Apr 2023] 
https://unitaid.org/ 
Featured News 
20 April 2023 
Africa leading the fight against malaria as world faces up to climate change 
 
18 April 2023 
Unitaid makes US$31 million investment in harm reduction efforts to prevent hepatitis C 
among people who inject drugs and others at high risk 
 
16 April 2023 
Key stakeholders convene ahead of the G20 second health working group to strengthen 
global collaboration in research and accelerate regional manufacturing for diagnostics 
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https://unitaid.org/news-blog/key-stakeholders-convene-ahead-of-the-g20-second-health-working-group-to-strengthen-global-collaboration-in-research-and-accelerate-regional-manufacturing-for-diagnostics/


- G20 co-branded event was conducted by the Department of Pharmaceuticals, GoI, FIND, and 
Unitaid to discuss efforts for the sustainable development and manufacturing of effective, quality, 
and affordable diagnostic countermeasures 

- The objectives of the meeting inform the Health Working Group of the G20 Presidency, hosted by 
India  

- The meeting provides recommendations to the G20 and its Member States and international 
partners on the establishment of an R&D and manufacturing network for diagnostics  

   GOA, INDIA – 16 April 2023. The Department of Pharmaceuticals, Government of India, FIND, and 
Unitaid co-hosted a high-level meeting to strengthen cooperation and enable sustainable development 
and manufacturing of effective, quality, and affordable diagnostic countermeasures prior to the G20 
second health working group meeting, which will take place on 17–19 April 2023 in Goa, India. 
Stakeholders in attendance included representatives of the Government of India, G20 Member States 
(Australia, France, United Kingdom, Indonesia, Russia, Brazil, and observers Mauritius, Netherlands, 
and Oman), international organizations, and over 20 diagnostics manufacturers from around the 
world… 
 
 
Vaccine Equity Cooperative [nee Initiative]   [to 22 Apr 2023] 
https://vaccineequitycooperative.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Vaccination Acceptance & Demand Initiative [Sabin)  [to 22 Apr 2023] 
https://www.vaccineacceptance.org/ 
Announcements, Blog 
2nd Annual Vaccination Acceptance Research Network Conference 
VARN2023 Registration 
Conference dates: June 13-15, 2023 
Conference location: Bangkok, Thailand (venue information to come) 
 
 
Vaccine Confidence Project  [to 22 Apr 2023] 
http://www.vaccineconfidence.org/ 
News, Research and Reports 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Vaccine Education Center – Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia  [to 22 Apr 2023] 
http://www.chop.edu/centers-programs/vaccine-education-center 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 22 Apr 2023] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
News. Opinion, Reports 
No new digest content identified. 
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The Wistar Institute   [to 22 Apr 2023] 
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
Media 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WFPHA: World Federation of Public Health Associations  [to 22 Apr 2023] 
https://www.wfpha.org/ 
Latest News - Blog 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Medical Association [WMA]   [to 22 Apr 2023] 
https://www.wma.net/news-press/press-releases/ 
Press Releases  
“Grave Concern” Expressed Over UK Government’s Migrants Proposal [Rwanda] 
22 April 2023 
   …The United Kingdom Government’s proposal to allow ministers to disregard interim measures 
issued by the European Court of Human Rights in relation to the treatment of migrants has been 
strongly criticised by the World Medical Association. 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 22 Apr 2023] 
https://www.oie.int/en/ 
Press Releases, Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
ARM [Alliance for Regenerative Medicine]  [to 22 Apr 2023] 
https://alliancerm.org/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BIO    [to 22 Apr 2023] 
https://www.bio.org/press-releases 
Press Releases 
BIO to redouble efforts to ensure regulatory decision-making is "grounded in scientific and 
medical expertise" 
April 21, 2023 
   The Supreme Court ruled today that mifepristone will remain accessible during the appeals process 
of the April 7 Texas ruling that would have declared the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approval 
of the drug invalid.   
  BIO interim President and CEO, Rachel King, made the following statement: “Today’s decision is an 
important development for patients and for ensuring access to approved medicines. However, we must 
redouble our efforts to preserve and protect the FDA’s long-standing role as the authority in 
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determining the safety and efficacy of medicines. As legal and medical experts have noted, the courts 
do not have the expertise or medical training to make these types of complex scientific determinations. 
At BIO, we will continue to organize and mobilize on behalf of patients and will work tirelessly to 
ensure that regulatory decision-making is grounded in scientific and medical expertise.” 
 
 
DCVMN – Developing Country Vaccine Manufacturers Network  [to 22 Apr 2023] 
http://www.dcvmn.org/ 
News; Upcoming events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICBA – International Council of Biotechnology Associations   [to 22 Apr 2023] 
https://internationalbiotech.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFPMA   [to 22 Apr 2023] 
https://ifpma.org/ 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Publications 
Statement   17 Apr 2023  
Third meeting of the Working Group on Amendments to the International Health 
Regulations (2005) 
   On 17 April, IFPMA delivered a statement at the third meeting of the Working Group on Amendments 
to the International Health Regulations (2005) held from 17-20 April 2023.  
The innovative pharmaceutical industry appreciates the WGIHR for providing us with an opportunity to 
provide our brief comments. Given the lack of time, we will focus on three key areas.    
 
First, the core of International Health Regulations (IHR) reform should be to ensure and promote the 
sharing of outbreak information, including pathogen samples and sequence data, in a timely way as a 
critical step to help inform a coordinated global response to outbreaks and trigger R&D. Year-round, 
pathogen-agnostic global surveillance of all human or likely zoonotic pathogens with epidemic or 
pandemic potential should be strengthened to support the objectives of the IHR.   
 
Secondly, equity in access to health products is a significant topic that must be tackled through an 
inclusive dialogue between all stakeholders. Via the Berlin Declaration, industry has expressed its 
commitment to early access by reserving an allocation of real-time production of vaccine, treatments, 
and diagnostics for priority populations in lower-income countries and to take measures to make them 
available and affordable.    
 
Lastly, we continue to encourage close coordination between not only the IHR and INB processes, but 
the work from WHO on the “Health Emergency Preparedness, Response and Resilience (HEPR)” and 
“Medical countermeasures platform” efforts, and how all of these discussions are progressing in other 
multilateral fora (e.g. G7, WTO, G20 and the UN). There are complex interdependencies that should be 
considered and incorporated into the discussions, avoiding unnecessary overlaps and duplications.   
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International Alliance of Patients’ Organizations – IAPO  [to 22 Apr 2023] 
https://www.iapo.org.uk/news/topic/6  
Press and media [Selected] 
Save the date: 10th Global Patients Congress 
  We are delighted to announce that IAPO's 10th Global Patients Congress (GPC 2023) - "Innovative 
patient partnerships at the heart of global health advancement" will be held on 19 - 20 May 2023 at 
the Maison Internationale des Associations (MIA) in Geneva, Switzerland as a hybrid event.  
 
 
International Generic and Biosimilar Medicines Association [IGBA] 
https://www.igbamedicines.org/ 
News 
IGBA Perspectives on Pandemic Accord (Zero Draft – April 2023) 
[Undated] 
   The criticality of supply chain resilience has become increasingly apparent in recent years, including 
for essential medicines and health products. The COVID-19 pandemic and geopolitical tensions have 
highlighted certain vulnerabilities of global supply chains, particularly in the areas of raw materials, 
manufacturing, transportation, and logistics. Early in COVID 19 pandemic, widespread disruption of 
global trade created challenges for the uninterrupted supply of essential medicines, underscoring the 
importance of uniform support for resilient global supply chains. 
 
 
PhRMA    [to 22 Apr 2023] 
http://www.phrma.org/  
Press Releases 
- No new digest announcements identified   
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Vaccines/Therapeutics/Medicines – Selected Developer/Manufacturer Announcements  
 
AstraZeneca 
Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Bharat Biotech  
Press Releases   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
BioCubaFarma – Cuba 
Últimas Noticias  - Website not responding at inquiry 
 
Biological E  
News   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
BioNTech 
Press Releases    - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Boehringer 
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Press Releases   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
CanSinoBIO 
News - Website not responding at inquiry 
 
CIGB 
Latest News   - Website not responding at inquiry 
 
Cinnagen 
Recent News   - No new digest announcements identified   
  
Clover Biopharmaceuticals - China 
News  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Curevac  [Bayer Ag – Germany] 
News   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Gamaleya National Center 
Latest News and Events - See Russia above. 
 
GSK 
Press releases for media  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
IMBCAMS, China 
Home  - Website not responding at inquiry   
 
Janssen/JNJ 
Press Releases   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Merck 
News releases - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Moderna 
Press Releases   
16 April, 2023 
Moderna and Merck Announce mRNA-4157 (V940), an Investigational Individualized 
Neoantigen Therapy, in Combination With KEYTRUDA® (pembrolizumab), Demonstrated 
Superior Recurrence-Free Survival in Patients With High-Risk Stage III/IV Melanoma 
Following Complete Resection Versus KEYTRUDA 
 
Nanogen 
News   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Novartis 
News  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Novavax 
Press Releases   - No new digest announcements identified   

https://www.boehringer-ingelheim.com/press
http://116.255.206.169:8080/html/1/179/180/index.html
https://www.cigb.edu.cu/en/home/
https://www.cinnagen.com/
https://www.cloverbiopharma.com/
https://www.curevac.com/en/newsroom/news/
https://gamaleya.org/en/news/poslednie-novosti-i-sobytiya/
https://www.gsk.com/en-gb/media/
https://www.imbcams.ac.cn/Category_2142/Index.aspx
https://www.janssen.com/news
https://www.merck.com/media/news/
https://investors.modernatx.com/news-releases
https://www.merck.com/news/moderna-and-merck-announce-mrna-4157-v940-an-investigational-individualized-neoantigen-therapy-in-combination-with-keytruda-pembrolizumab-demonstrated-superior-recurrence-free-survival-in/
https://www.merck.com/news/moderna-and-merck-announce-mrna-4157-v940-an-investigational-individualized-neoantigen-therapy-in-combination-with-keytruda-pembrolizumab-demonstrated-superior-recurrence-free-survival-in/
https://www.merck.com/news/moderna-and-merck-announce-mrna-4157-v940-an-investigational-individualized-neoantigen-therapy-in-combination-with-keytruda-pembrolizumab-demonstrated-superior-recurrence-free-survival-in/
https://www.merck.com/news/moderna-and-merck-announce-mrna-4157-v940-an-investigational-individualized-neoantigen-therapy-in-combination-with-keytruda-pembrolizumab-demonstrated-superior-recurrence-free-survival-in/
https://nanogenpharma.com/news
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Pfizer 
Recent Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
R-Pharm 
https://rpharm-us.com/index.php 
[No news or media page identified] 
 
Sanofi Pasteur 
Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Serum Institute of India 
NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Sinopharm/WIBPBIBP 
News  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Sinovac 
Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
SK Biosciences 
Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Takeda 
Newsroom  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Valneva 
Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Vector State Research Centre of Viralogy and Biotechnology 
Home   - Website not responding [404 error] 
 
WestVac Biopharma  
Media   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Zhifei Longcom, China 
[Anhui Zhifei Longcom Biologic Pharmacy Co., Ltd.] 

[No website identified] 
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::::::: 
::::::: 

 
Journal Watch 
   Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review continues its weekly scanning of key peer-reviewed 
journals to identify and cite articles, commentary and editorials, books reviews and other content 
supporting our focus on vaccine ethics and policy. Journal Watch is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative of themes and issues the Center is actively tracking. We selectively provide full text of some 
editorial and comment articles that are specifically relevant to our work. Successful access to some of 
the links provided may require subscription or other access arrangement unique to the publisher.  
     If you would like to suggest other journal titles to include in this service, please contact David Curry 
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Abstract 
   Misinformation is hypothesized to be more heavily monetized than other kinds of online content. We 
test this hypothesis with several scalable measures of website monetization. We examine over 400,000 
links shared in more than 400 vaccine-related Facebook groups/pages, comparing anti-vaccine venues 
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Background: Antimicrobial resistance surveillance is essential for empiric antibiotic prescribing, infection 
prevention and control policies and to drive novel antibiotic discovery. However, most existing 
surveillance systems are isolate-based without supporting patient-based clinical data, and not widely 
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Background: Malawi's National Malaria Control Programme (NMCP) is developing a new strategic plan 
for 2023-2030 to combat malaria and recognizes that a blanket approach to malaria interventions is no 
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from various sectors, which convened a meeting to stratify the malaria burden in Malawi and 
recommend interventions for each stratum. 
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