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Milestones, Perspectives 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Madrid conference marks reaching over 1 billion children vaccinated, reviews progress and 
resolves to tackle challenges 
▪ The Global Vaccine Impact Conference closed today, as the Vaccine Alliance marked more 

than 1 billion children vaccinated through its programmes – while looking to the future and focusing 
on the power of innovation and collaboration to tackle challenges in the post-pandemic era. 

▪ Hosted by the Spanish Government, the Conference brought together more than 20 heads 
of state and ministers as well as private sector innovators, civil society and the 
pharmaceutical industry, to evaluate the Alliance’s implementation of first two years of 
its current strategic period and deepen their commitment to routine immunisation and life-
saving vaccinations. 

▪ José Manuel Albares, Spanish Minister of Foreign Affairs, European Union and Cooperation, spoke 
as Spain prepares to take up the rotating EU presidency: “As co-hosts of the Gavi Mid Term 
Review, Spain has renewed its firm commitment to the Vaccine Alliance and to global health. 
Spain’s leadership role in Gavi is a testament of the solidarity and engagement both of the Spanish 
Government as well as of Spanish civil society.” 

 
Geneva/Madrid, 15 June 2023 – The Global Vaccine Impact Conference in Madrid was an important 
convening of global leaders to evaluate the past two years of implementation of the 
Vaccine Alliance’s five-year strategy against the complex backdrop of COVID-19, and to set out a 
strong new commitment to vaccination as Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance passed the mark of 1 billion 
children vaccinated since its founding in 2000. The Conference, convened by Spain’s Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, European Union and Cooperation, José Manuel Albares, saw health ministers from 17 
Gavi implementing countries and officials from 23 donor countries renew their commitment to work 
together, build on the successes of the past two years, tackle ongoing challenges, and harness 
innovation and collaboration to unleash the power of vaccination. 
 
This came as Gavi published its new Mid-Term Review report, Raising Generation ImmUnity, 
which looked at data from the first two years of the Alliance’s 2021-2025 strategic period. The report 
charted progress against the 2019 Investment Opportunity and showed that the Vaccine Alliance is on 
track to meet the majority of the key commitments made to donors. This includes supporting countries 
to immunise an additional 300 million children by 2025, saving more than seven million lives and 
generating economic benefits of US$ 80-100 billion. It also showed that countries are facing more 
challenges in transitioning out of Gavi support, for reasons that include the COVID-19 pandemic and 
other economic shocks. After a drop in routine immunisation during the pandemic, it also noted a 
recovery of vaccination in Gavi-supported countries in 2022, though more must be done to reach 
children who missed out during the pandemic… 
 
Against an increasingly complex operating environment for global vaccination, close to 
250 participants from governments, international organisations, civil society and the 
private sector discussed the progress and challenges of the Alliance over the past two 
years and the areas requiring increased emphasis in the near future. Health Ministers from 
Africa, Asia and Latin America spoke about their successes in working across the Vaccine Alliance to 
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grow vaccination over the past two decades, but also challenges posed by the pandemic, by instability 
and by climate change. Along with private sector partners and civil society, attendees came together to 
stress the power of innovation and community engagement in reaching more children with life-saving 
vaccinations (full programme here)… 
 
At the Global Vaccine Impact Conference, the Republic of Korea pledged US$ 70 million to allow 
Gavi to continue its efforts to fight against COVID-19; this funding could also support wider efforts by 
Gavi to make sure the world is better prepared for the next pandemic. This pledge is part of a 2022 
commitment of US$ 300 million to the Access to COVID-19 Tools (ACT) Accelerator. 
 
The summit also saw Gavi and the European Investment Bank announce the extension of EIB’s 
support beyond COVAX to frontload grants to Gavi to boost routine and outbreak 
vaccination programmes more quickly, thereby effectively bringing forward signed donor grants and 
immediately converting them to available funds. Allowing Gavi to accelerate funding across its broad 
vaccination efforts, EIB’s Board has approved a EUR 1 billion financing facility to be available to all 
sovereign donors. This facility goes beyond providing immediate liquidity from traditional grants by 
accepting contingent grants once those conditions have been met… 
 
A number of innovative partnerships with private sector, philanthropy and development 
finance partners were announced at the conference, many of which were matched through 
the Gavi Matching Fund, which is supported by the United Kingdom, the Netherlands and the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation… 
 
Pledges included: 
- The Children's Investment Fund Foundation (CIFF) and Gavi announced a US$ 30m co-

investment to reach zero dose children through an integrated immunisation, nutrition, and social 
protection programme in Ethiopia. The unique initiative, implemented by UNICEF, will extend the 
reach of joint service delivery to help address the dual burden of malnutrition and infectious 
disease.1 

- Girl Effect unveiled a US $8 million partnership that will expand the current collaboration with Gavi 
to bring integrated health services with a focus on routine immunization and the HPV vaccine to 
remote zero dose communities in Tanzania. Girl Effect will also launch a new programme to support 
the Government of India in its plan to launch the HPV vaccine, driving uptake of the HPV vaccine 
through parents, teachers, and health workers.2 

- Gavi and Integrate Health announced a US$ 6 million partnership to reach Zero Dose children in 
rural Guinea, in close collaboration with the Ministry of Health. The innovative approach integrates 
professional Community Health Workers with improved care in public clinics, a powerful 
combination that enables the detection and care of Zero Dose and under-vaccinated children. 
Integrate Health will pilot their approach in the Kouroussa district, evaluate what works, and scale 
successful innovations nationwide.3 

- The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints committed US$ 3 million, doubled by the 
Matching Fund, to strengthen the Alliance’s efforts to vaccinate children across Africa against 
malaria in advance of vaccine rollouts later this year. 4 

- The Eleanor Crook Foundation announced a US$ 2 million partnership, towards NutriVax, an 
implementation research partnership that aims to generate evidence on the interplay between 
nutrition services and demand for vaccines in Nigeria.5 

https://www.gavi.org/sites/default/files/investing/funding/resource-mobilisation/HL_Programme_V18_PARTIAL.pdf


- Omnicom, an inter-connected global network of leading marketing communications, provided US$ 
1.5 million in-kind support to Gavi, supporting Gavi’s communication and engagement efforts and 
its mission to accelerate equitable access to immunisation. 

- In honour of the 15 year celebration of the partnership for immunisation between “la Caixa” 
Foundation and Gavi, “la Caixa” Foundation reaffirmed its commitment to continue supporting 
Gavi’s vaccination programmes through the Alliance for Children’s Vaccination. 

- Arm renewed their commitment to Gavi’s ‘INFUSE’ innovation programme, again doubled by the 
Matching Fund and backed by the United Kingdom, which will extend the benefits of technology 
and innovation to improve immunisation programmes in Gavi supported countries. 

 
Additionally, the U.S. International Development Finance Corporation (DFC), in partnership 
with Gavi, announced it is seeking opportunities to expand their existing partnership to support a range 
of critical immunisation efforts, including COVID-19, routine childhood, and potential outbreak vaccines. 
 
“As we emerge from the public health emergency, we see cause for both optimism and concern: 
routine immunisation is showing signs of recovery and Gavi is on track to meet most of its goals for the 
2021-2025 period, but too many children still miss out on life-saving vaccinations,” said Dr Seth 
Berkley, Gavi CEO. “We thank the Spanish Government for bringing people together to re-commit to 
immunisation in the years to come. We’ve spent the past 23 years raising Generation ImmUnity – as 
another generation comes of age, we aim to protect even more children against even more diseases.” 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Gates Foundation Renews Collaboration with Beijing Government and Tsinghua University 
on Innovative Therapies for Infectious Diseases Prevalent in Low- and Middle-Income 
Countries 
Commitment and expertise will strengthen Global Health Drug Discovery Institute’s research and 
development capacity 
 
BEIJING (June 15, 2023) – The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation today announced a renewed 
collaboration with the Beijing Municipal Government and Tsinghua University to support 
the Global Health Drug Discovery Institute (GHDDI) in its efforts to improve health outcomes 
worldwide through lifesaving therapies for infectious diseases such as tuberculosis and malaria, which 
disproportionately affect the world’s poorest. 
 
Low- and middle-income countries (LMICs) bear 90% of the global burden of infectious diseases, but 
only 10% of global spending on drug research and development goes toward diseases that 
disproportionately affect these populations, underscoring a clear case of global health inequality.  
GHDDI, a nonprofit institution established in 2016 as China’s first public-private 
partnership on innovative research between the Beijing Municipal Government, Tsinghua 
University, and the Gates Foundation, aims to address this disparity in research priorities. 
 
Over the next five years, the Gates Foundation will provide US$50 million to GHDDI, which 
will be matched by the Beijing Municipal Government, in order to bolster the institute’s drug discovery 
capacity. Tsinghua University will also continue to support GHDDI in areas such as building and sharing 
research platforms, translating research discovery, and developing talent. The commitment was 
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announced after today’s visit by Bill Gates, co-chair of the Gates Foundation, to GHDDI, where he 
delivered a speech titled, “The Power of Innovation to Solve Global Challenges.” 
 
GHDDI primarily focuses on developing new drugs for communicable diseases such as 
tuberculosis and malaria, which have a significant impact on women, children, people living with 
HIV/AIDS, and other vulnerable populations in LMICs. 
 
Over the last six years, the institute has built a state-of-the-art research center and 
established an extensive global drug discovery network, yielding promising preclinical and 
clinical assets. Its existing preclinical pipeline contains more than 10 projects, including a preclinical 
antimalarial candidate developed in collaboration with Medicines for Malaria Venture (MMV) and Malaria 
Drug Accelerator (MalDA). The candidate has demonstrated promising potential in reducing drug 
resistance, minimizing dosage, and even preventing malaria. 
 
GHDDI has also collaborated with several international research institutions in the discovery of a series 
of novel compounds that have synergistic effects with existing anti-tuberculosis drugs to potentially 
shorten the treatment regimen of tuberculosis. Though still in the laboratory stage, these studies, once 
clinically tested, will provide new tools for the prevention and control of malaria and tuberculosis, 
significantly reducing disease transmission and burden. 
 
“GHDDI exemplifies our foundation’s commitment to catalyzing innovation for the discovery and 
translation of transformative solutions to global health and development inequity,” said Zhi-Jie Zheng, 
China country director at the Gates Foundation. “We are excited to see its growing potential within the 
global health drug innovation ecosystem. With this new funding, we hope GHDDI will continue to drive 
R&D breakthroughs, ultimately improving the availability and accessibility of drugs for those in need 
around the world.”… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
CDC 
 
President Biden Announces Intent to Appoint Dr. Mandy Cohen as Director of the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention  
White House - Statements and Releases  
June 16, 2023 
Today, President Biden announced his intent to appoint Dr. Mandy Cohen as Director of the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. Statement from President Biden: 
 
“Dr. Cohen is one of the nation’s top physicians and health leaders with experience leading large and 
complex organizations, and a proven track-record protecting Americans’ health and safety. 
 
“As Secretary of North Carolina’s Department of Health and Human Services, Dr. Cohen developed 
innovative and nationally recognized programs that improved the health and lives of families across the 
state. Her leadership through the COVID-19 crisis drew bipartisan praise, as did her successful 
transformation of North Carolina’s Medicaid program and pivotal role in the bipartisan passage of 
Medicaid expansion. Before serving in North Carolina, Dr. Cohen held senior roles at the Centers for 
Medicare & Medicaid Services where she helped implement Affordable Care Act programs, including 
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expanding insurance coverage and protections.  
 
“Dr. Cohen has been recognized by leaders from both parties for her ability find common ground and 
put complex policy into action. I look forward to working with Dr. Cohen as she leads our nation’s 
finest scientists and public health experts with integrity and transparency.” 
 
Statement by HHS Secretary Xavier Becerra on Appointment of Dr. Mandy Cohen as Next 
Director of the CDC 
June 16, 2023 News Release 
   Today, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary Xavier Becerra issued the 
following statement in response to President Biden’s announcement that he intends to appoint Dr. 
Mandy Cohen to be the next Director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
   “Dr. Mandy Cohen is a renowned physician and public health expert. She led North Carolina through 
the pandemic with a steady hand and strategy focused on restoring trust in public health institutions. 
She also created innovative public health programs to equitably connect communities to care, including 
preventive care.”    
   “Her experience at both the federal and state level equips her to meet the challenges we face today, 
tomorrow, and in the years ahead.  I am confident that her leadership will help us build on the work of 
Dr.Walensky and the Biden-Harris Administration to transform essential elements of our public health 
infrastructure. I am delighted to welcome Dr. Cohen to our HHS leadership team and look forward to 
working with her.”   
 
Statement by CDC Director Rochelle P. Walensky on the Appointment of Dr. Mandy Cohen 
as the 20th CDC Director 
June 16, 2023 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Featured Journal Content 
 
Lancet Infectious Diseases 
Jun 2023  Volume 23 Number 6 p635-762, e198-e226 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/issue/current 
Editorial 
Back to the future—of immunisations 
The Lancet Infectious Diseases 
Out with the old, in with the new. The emergence of COVID-19 underscored the need for a new 
vaccine to halt the pandemic while catastrophically disrupting routine vaccinations worldwide. With 
unprecedented focus on vaccine development, came lockdowns, border closures, overburdened health 
services and economic distress that undid generations of hard-earned vaccination successes by 
disrupting mass immunisation programmes. In 2021, data from the UN revealed the worst 
regress in global vaccination coverage in more than 30 years for several diseases. The rapid 
pace of the development of vaccines against COVID-19, although heralded as a public health triumph, 
met with widespread vaccine hesitancy that was bolstered by misinformation and escalating anti-
vaccine sentiments, furthering the decline in routine immunisations. 
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Although the COVID-19 pandemic disrupted all health services across the globe, childhood 
immunisation was hit particularly hard. WHO estimated that, in 2021, 25 million children under 
the age of 1 year missed receiving basic vaccines. An increase in outbreaks of diphtheria, measles, 
polio, and yellow fever was seen in over 100 countries during the pandemic. Addressing these 
disruptions, UNICEF Executive Director, Catherine Russell said: “Routine vaccines are typically a child's 
first entry into their health system and so children who miss out on their early vaccines are at added 
risk of being cut out of health care in the long run.” For the child, routine vaccination is the first step 
towards and the foundation for lifelong protection from vaccine-preventable diseases. In an effort to 
restore childhood vaccinations to pre-pandemic levels or better, WHO, UNICEF, Gavi, the 
Vaccine Alliance, and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, along with other health 
partners, announced “The Big Catch-Up” during World Immunization Week (April 24–30, 
2023). A targeted effort aimed at 20 countries that are home to three-quarters of the children who 
missed vaccinations in 2021, countries involved in The Big Catch-Up include Afghanistan, Brazil, 
Ethiopia, India, Myanmar, Tanzania, and Viet Nam. 
 
What challenges might an immense effort such as this be expected to face? The salient 
features of this plan include strengthening health-care workforces and health service delivery, but what 
catches the eye is “building trust and demand for vaccines within communities”. To what extent is 
distrust and exacerbation of vaccine hesitancy due to the pandemic impeding the implementation of 
childhood immunisation programmes? While expressing concerns about escalating disinformation, Kate 
O’Brien, WHO Immunisation Director, said: “The main reason that kids are unvaccinated is not anti-
vax. The main reason why children are unvaccinated has to be access to services, quality of services, 
and full availability of programmes.” Barriers and inequality in access to vaccines in low-income and 
middle-income countries (LMICs) can be a broad, contextual mix of demographic, geographical, 
educational, and socioeconomic factors. Awareness of immunisation services and the benefits of 
vaccination, travel distance to a health-care facility, cost and safety of travel, and security in areas of 
political instability are some limiting factors. Multiple vaccinations with multi-dose schedules compound 
these challenges, urging the development of simplified schedules in LMICs. Studies that examine 
transitioning to a reduced-dose schedule for pneumococcal vaccines for children in Africa are notable in 
this regard. 
 
Amid the global decline in vaccination coverage, a few tales of endurance lift the pall of 
gloom. India registered a strong resurgence in essential immunisations in 2022, Kenya engaged local 
leaders to increase immunisation among its nomadic populations, and Uganda sustained high 
vaccination rates during the pandemic. With much written about the burden of the pandemic borne by 
LMICs, their pioneering efforts that informed global policies must be spoken of in equal measure. South 
Africa's sequencing drive, leading to the identification of the Omicron variant of SARS-CoV-2, and 
India's leveraging of its domestic manufacturing capacity to develop intranasal and injectable COVID-
19 vaccines remain memorable examples. Although tales of resilience emerge from all calamities, the 
one legacy of the COVID-19 pandemic that we can wholly embrace is the renewed interest in 
vaccinology. Adenovirus-vectored vaccines, previously used against Ebola virus, were developed and 
administered against COVID-19 at a pandemic scale with demonstrable success. Evidence of the 
effectiveness and safety of mRNA vaccines against COVID-19 is driving further research in applying 
mRNA technologies to thwart existing diseases and future pandemics. This is the new we take forward; 
the hope of advancement and restored trust in vaccines. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 



 
Pandemic Accord 

 

Bureau’s text of the WHO convention, agreement or other international instrument on 
pandemic prevention, preparedness and response (WHO CA+) 
A/INB/5/6   2 June 2023 :: 43 pages 
 
Countries set out way forward for continued negotiations on global agreement on 
pandemic prevention, preparedness, and response 
17 June 2023   News release 
Countries of the World Health Organization (WHO) have moved forward negotiations on a global 
accord on pandemic prevention, preparedness and response, with a view to presenting a draft accord 
to the World Health Assembly in May 2024. 
 
Ending yesterday, discussions on the draft pandemic accord took place during the five-day resumed 
session of the fifth meeting of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Body (INB), which includes WHO’s 
194 member countries.  
 
Discussions were based on the text prepared by the Bureau of the INB and distributed to all WHO’s 
Member States in May 2023 (the “Bureau’s text”), first through an open plenary session where Member 
States and relevant stakeholders provided their general comments, followed by a closed session in the 
Drafting Group. 
 
The Drafting Group discussed Chapter II, addressing Articles 9 (Research and development), 10 
(Liability risk management), 11 (Co-development and transfer of technology and know-how), 12 
(Access and benefit-sharing), 13 (Supply chain and logistics), and 14 (Regulatory strengthening), 
where participants engaged and exchanged views.  
 
The meeting then agreed to continue consideration of several of these articles through informal 
meetings of the Drafting Group. As a pilot, informal meetings on Article 9 (Research and development) 
of the Bureau’s text were held twice on the sidelines of the Drafting Group meeting.  
The INB agreed to a series of intersessional informal meetings for Drafting Group participants in 
advance of the sixth meeting of the INB: 
Article 9 (Research and development)  
Article 12 (Access and benefit-sharing)  
Article 13 (Supply chain and logistics)  
 
The sixth meeting of the INB will be held from 17–21 July 2023 and the Drafting Group will be invited 
to continue its work with consideration of the Bureau’s text, continuing with the remaining articles of 
Chapter II and thereafter Chapters III and I… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Rabat Declaration adopted to improve refugee and migrant health 
16 June 2023   News release   Rabat, Morocco 
Ministers and government representatives adopted a groundbreaking political declaration, the Rabat 
Declaration, to strengthen the global commitment to improve the health of refugees and migrants.  
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The Rabat Declaration was adopted during the high-level segment of the Third Global 
Consultation on the Health of Refugees and Migrants that took place on 13–15 June 2023. 
The event, co-hosted by the Kingdom of Morocco, the World Health Organization (WHO), IOM, the UN 
Migration Agency, and UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, was attended by government representatives 
from 48 United Nations Member States (1) and observers as well as representatives from humanitarian 
organizations, civil society and refugee and migrant communities and UN agencies.  
 
The meeting aimed to promote the inclusion of refugees and migrants in national health 
systems as part of the global movement for universal health coverage, and work towards 
resilient and sustainable health emergency prevention, preparedness and response 
capacities.  One in eight people globally is either a migrant or is forcibly displaced by factors including 
conflict, persecution, environmental degradation, or the lack of human security and opportunity.  
 
Taking stock of the progress achieved in refugee and migrant health and considering the lessons 
learned during the COVID-19 pandemic, the countries supporting the Rabat Declaration 
committed to: 
- accelerate efforts to improve the health of refugees, migrants and their host 

communities; 
- address the root causes that negatively influence their health; and 
- work towards including health and social protection considerations in national policies 

related to refugees and migrants.  
 
The declaration also reaffirms the right of every human being, including refugees and migrants, to 
enjoy the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health...  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 

PHEIC 
Polio 
 
Polio this week as of 14 June 2023 - GPEI 
 
Summary of new polioviruses this week: 
- Afghanistan: one WPV1 positive environmental sample 
- Pakistan: one WPV1 positive environmental sample 
- Côte d’Ivoire: one cVDPV2 case 
- DRC: 10 cVDPV1 and six cVDPV2 cases 
- Madagascar: two cVDPV1 positive environm ental samples 
- Mali: two cVDPV2 cases 
- Nigeria: four cVDPV2 cases 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 

Coronavirus [COVID-19]  
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https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019  
 
WHO Weekly Epidemiological and Operational updates  
Last update: 14 June 2023 
Confirmed cases ::      767 984 989 
Confirmed deaths ::          6 943 390 
Vaccine doses administered:   13 397 334 282 
 
Weekly epidemiological update on COVID-19 - 15 June 2023 
Overview  
Globally, nearly 1.5 million new cases and 7300 deaths were reported in the last 28 days (15 May to 11 
June 2023). At the regional level, all six WHO regions reported decreases in cases and deaths. As of 11 
June 2023, over 767 million confirmed cases and over 6.9 million deaths have been reported globally. 
Reported cases are not an accurate representation of infection rates due to the reductions in testing 
and due to continued reductions in reporting globally. During this 28-day period, only 59% (139 of 
234) of countries and territories reported cases – a proportion that has been consistently declining 
since mid-2022. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Our World in Data 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Vaccinations   [Accessed 17 Jun 2023] 
:: 70.1% of the world population has received at least one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine. 
:: 13.42 billion doses have been administered globally, and 222,390 are now administered each day.  
:: 30.2% of people in low-income countries have received at least one dose. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Current Emergencies 
Current Corporate Emergencies 
Afghanistan 
Editor’s Note: 
We observe that OCHA has removed Afghanistan from its listing of “Current Emergencies.” We did not 
identify any explanation for its removal. 
 
Northern Ethiopia 
Ethiopia - Situation Report, 14 Jun 2023 
 
Somalia 
No new digest content identified. 
 
Türkiye/Syria Earthquakes 
15 Jun 2023 
Today's top news: Syria Conference, Ukraine 
 
Ukraine 
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Highlights Last Updated: 26 May 2023  
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WHO & Regional Offices [to 17 Jun 2023]  
https://www.who.int/news 
Selected News/Announcements/Statements 
17 June 2023   News release 
Countries set out way forward for continued negotiations on global agreement on 
pandemic prevention, preparedness, and response 
 
16 June 2023   News release 
Rabat Declaration adopted to improve refugee and migrant health 
 
16 June 2023   Departmental news 
Just 3 days to go: Please apply to join the second UN High-Level Meeting on TB 
 
14 June 2023   Departmental news 
WHO prequalifies additional HPV test, expanding options as countries pursue cervical 
cancer elimination 
 
14 June 2023   News release 
WHO’s Global Neglected Tropical Diseases Programme Partners’ Meeting ends with stirring 
call for worldwide action 
   Delegates and representatives left the Global Neglected Tropical Diseases Programme Partners’ 
Meeting with a stirring call to action from its director Dr Ibrahima Socé Fall. 
   As the multinational meeting, attended by some 300 key partners, came to an end in Geneva on 
Tuesday 13 June, Dr Fall urged participants to take on board the message that, “if we do not challenge 
ourselves, we cannot evolve and improve”… 
 
13 June 2023   Feature story 
Training to build community capacity to meaningfully engage in mpox response 
 
13 June 2023   Departmental news 
Frontline health facilities faltering without water, sanitation, hygiene and electricity – 
WHO, UNICEF new report 
   Worldwide, millions of lives could be saved and billions in economic losses prevented through one 
simple, affordable intervention: water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) services in health care facilities.  
   Safe WASH services enable life-saving infection prevention and control practices, curb the spread of 
antimicrobial resistance, and help in delivering quality primary health care services to all. Yet, actions 
taken in countries are insufficient, according to a new report by the World Health Organization (WHO) 
and UNICEF (United Nations Children's Fund) released today. 
   Water, Sanitation, Hygiene, Waste and Electricity Services in Health Care Facilities: 2023 Global 
Progress Report highlights that an estimated 8 million people die annually in 137 low- and middle-
income countries from poor-quality health care, resulting in US$6 trillion in economic losses from poor 
health and premature mortality… 
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13 June 2023   Departmental news 
Public notice and comment on new members of the Global Validation Advisory Committee 
(GVAC) 
   The global secretariat of the Global Validation Advisory Committee (GVAC) on the validation of 
elimination of mother-to-child transmission (EMTCT) or vertical transmission of HIV, syphilis and 
hepatitis B virus (HBV) has considered the appointment of 3 new members to the committee. The new 
members bring laboratory expertise on HIV, syphilis and hepatitis, expertise on Sexually Transmitted 
Infections (STIs) data and programmes, and advocacy experience with communities of women living 
with HIV to the GVAC. With these appointments, the Global Validation Secretariat bolsters the capacity 
of the GVAC to conduct its mission for assessing whether countries have met the criteria for validation 
of EMTCT.  
1. Dr Monique Andersson, Consultant in Clinical Infection, Oxford University Hospitals NHS Foundation 

Trust, United Kingdom. Dr Andersson will bring expertise in laboratory quality and diagnostics.  
2. Dr Robert McDonald, Global Health Coordinator and Congenital Syphilis Lead, The Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention, United States of America. Dr McDonald will bring expertise in data 
analysis and programmes for the prevention and treatment of maternal and congenital syphilis.  

3. Ms Olena Stryzhak, Director of organization, Positive Women, Ukraine. Ms Stryzhak will bring 
expertise in advocacy for human rights, gender equality and community engagement. 

 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region  
:: WHO requires US$ 145 million to respond to health emergency in Sudan and 
neighbouring countries  
16 June 2023  

 

WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
:: PAHO Streamlines Administrative Processes to Bolster Technical Cooperation 
   Washington, D.C., 16 June 2023 (PAHO/WHO)—The Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) 
approved important administrative modifications this week aimed at strengthening its ability to assist 
Member States. These changes, designed to boost PAHO's efficiency, transparency, and accountability, 
align with the 5th pillar of PAHO Director Jarbas Barbosa's… 
:: Small islands agree bold plan of action on health and climate crises 
   Bridgetown, Barbados, 15 June 2023 – Today, the 2023 Bridgetown Declaration on 
Noncommunicable Diseases (NCDs) and Mental Health was launched, to address some of the world’s 
deadliest diseases in Small Island Developing States, which are especially at risk. The declaration is a 
key outcome of the SIDS Ministerial Conference on Noncommunicable… 
:: PAHO Director statement on External Evaluation Report of Organization’s Response to 
COVID-19 
   15 June 2023   As the Director of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), I welcome the 
External Evaluation Report of PAHO’s Response to COVID-19. This important document reaffirms our 
unwavering commitment to accountability, transparency, desire for improvement and continuous 
learning.  
   This first external evaluation of the COVID-19 response among all World Health Organization (WHO) 
regions symbolizes a significant milestone for PAHO and the global public health community. The 
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endeavor reflects PAHO’s steadfast dedication to learning from major public health emergency 
responses, with a view to better prepare the Organization for the future. 
   PAHO is in the process of translating the recommendations within the report into effective and 
sustainable strategies and actions, in line with our mandate to support countries in the Region of the 
Americas. For this purpose, we have established a dedicated Task Force Team that includes staff from 
across the Organization to take the recommendations forward. 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
:: Focus on unvaccinated children, strengthen routine immunization capacities: WHO 
12 June 2023   News release  New Delhi 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
::  16 June 2023   News release 
WHO/Europe explores collaborations to improve quality of health information online 
:: 15 June 2023  News release 
New WHO report outlines concrete steps to make health care more accessible for people in 
Ukraine 
:: 14 June 2023   News release 
Ukraine: new data shed light on wartime health-care service disruptions 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
:: 13 June 2023   News release 
Antimicrobial resistance expected to cause 5.2 million deaths in the Western Pacific by 
20... 
 
:::::: 
 
Disease Outbreak News (DONs)  
Latest WHO Disease Outbreak News (DONs), providing information on confirmed acute public health 
events or potential events of concern.  
 
16 June 2023 | Influenza A(H1N1) variant virus - Brazil  
   On 7 June 2023, Brazil notified the World Health Organization (WHO) of a fatal laboratory-confirmed 
human case of infection with a swine-origin influenza A(H1N1) variant (v) virus in the inner state of 
Paraná. 
   Sporadic human cases of influenza A(H1N1)v have been reported previously, including from Brazil. 
According to the International Health Regulations (IHR) 2005, a human infection caused by a novel 
influenza A virus subtype is an event that has the potential for high public health impact and must be 
notified to the WHO. 
   Based on the information currently available, WHO considers this a sporadic case, and there is no 
evidence of person-to-person transmission of this event. The likelihood of community-level spread 
among humans and/or international disease spread through humans is low… 
 
:::::: 
 
New WHO Publications        
https://www.who.int/publications/i 
Selected 
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15 June 2023  
Contingency Fund for Emergencies: 2022 annual report: enabling quick action 
 
14 June 2023  
Integrating psychosocial interventions and support into HIV services for adolescents and 
young adults 
 
13 June 2023  
Health and economic impacts of antimicrobial resistance in the Western Pacific Region, 
2020–2030 
   
::::::   
 
USA – HHS, FDA, CDC  
 
HHS 
News 
Statement by HHS Secretary Xavier Becerra on Appointment of Dr. Mandy Cohen as Next 
Director of the CDC 
June 16, 2023 News Release 
 
FDA 
Press Announcements 
FDA Roundup: June 16, 2023  
   Today, the FDA posted information on its website regarding the formula for COVID-19 vaccines for 
the 2023-2024 fall and winter seasons. The FDA has advised manufacturers seeking to update their 
COVID-19 vaccines that they should develop vaccines with a monovalent XBB.1.5 composition. This 
recommendation incorporates advisory committee input and is based on the totality of the available 
evidence to select the vaccine composition that the FDA anticipates will best protect public health. The 
agency anticipates the timely submission of the data and filings to support FDA action on updated 
COVID-19 vaccines, in order to make vaccines available this fall that meet our standards for safety, 
effectiveness and quality.  
 
FDA VRBPAC 
Advisory Committee Calendar 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CDC/ACIP [U.S.] [to 17 Jun 2023] 
http://www.cdc.gov/media/index.html 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html 
Latest News Releases 
Statement by CDC Director Rochelle P. Walensky on the Appointment of Dr. Mandy Cohen 
as the 20th CDC Director 
June 16, 2023 
   Today, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Director Dr. Rochelle P. Walensky issued the 
following statement in response to President Biden’s announcement that he intends to appoint Dr. 
Mandy Cohen to be the next CDC director. 
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ACIP Meetings 
Next ACIP Meeting:  June 21-22 
Agenda: June 21-23, 2023 [3 pages] 
 
MMWR  Weekly 
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/index2023.html 
June 16, 2023 / No. 24 
PDF of this issue 
- Genomic Surveillance for SARS-CoV-2 Variants: Circulation of Omicron Lineages — United States, 

January 2022–May 2023 
- Interim Recommendations for Use of Bivalent mRNA COVID-19 Vaccines for Persons Aged ≥6 

Months — United States, April 2023 
- Notes from the Field: Increase in Meningococcal Disease Among Persons with HIV — United States, 

2022 
- Notes from the Field: Tetanus in an Unvaccinated Man from Mexico — Oregon, 2022 
- Notes from the Field: Comparison of COVID-19 Mortality Rates Among Adults Aged ≥65 Years Who 

Were Unvaccinated and Those Who Received a Bivalent Booster Dose Within the Preceding 6 
Months — 20 U.S. Jurisdictions, September 18, 2022–April 1, 2023 

 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19)- CDC 
Announcements/reports/data summaries [Selected] 
6/15/23 
Interim Recommendations for Use of Bivalent mRNA COVID-19 Vaccines for Persons Aged 
≥6 Months — United States, April 2023 
 
6/15/23 
Genomic Surveillance for SARS-CoV-2 Variants: Circulation of Omicron Lineages — United 
States, January 2022–May 2023 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Europe  
 
European Medicines Agency  [EMA] 
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/search/search/ema_editorial_content/ema_news?sort=field_ema_com
puted_date_field&order=desc 
News & Press Releases  
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control  
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en 
News/Updates/Reports  [Selected]  
No new digest content identified. 
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:::::: 
 
Africa CDC   [to 17 Jun 2023] 
http://www.africacdc.org/ 
News 
The Mass COVID-19 vaccination Campaign in the Democratic Republic of Congo reaches 
over 300,000 people  
14 June 2023  
   The Ministry of Health of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), the Expanded Programme on 
Immunization (EPI), with the support of Africa Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (Africa CDC) 
and implementing partners, recently conducted a two-week Rapid Results Initiative (RRI) COVID-19 
mass vaccination campaign in April 2023. The campaign’s primary objective was to accelerate the 
COVID-19 vaccination efforts and improve the low vaccination rates in DRC. A total of 304,801 
individuals were successfully vaccinated during this initiative… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
China CDC   
http://www.chinacdc.cn/en/ 
 
National Health Commission of the People's Republic of China  [to 17 Jun 2023] 
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
National Medical Products Administration – PRC  [to 17 Jun 2023] 
http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/  
News 
COVID wave on decline, say experts 
2023-06-16 
   The recent wave of COVID-19 is now trending downward, with experts saying China's medical 
system and the public have coped with the fresh outbreak in an orderly and calm manner. 
 
NMPA holds training on NRA for vaccines in Beijing 
2023-06-13 
The National Medical Products Administration (NMPA) held a special training session in Beijing from 
June 6 to 7, where experts from the World Health Organization (WHO) introduced the National 
Regulatory Authority (NRA) for vaccines. 
 
China CDC Weekly Reports: Current Volume (5) 
2023-06-16 / No. 24   CHINESE STUDENTS NUTRITION ISSUE 
View  PDF of this issue 
No new digest content identified. 
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:::::: 
 

Organization Announcements 
 
 Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 17 Jun 2023] 
https://alleninstitute.org/news-press/ 
News 
Many long COVID patients suffer from persistent inflammation, study finds  
06.09.2023 
   Molecular footprint of the chronic condition could help guide clinical trial and treatment decisions 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 17 Jun 2023] 
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/ideas/media-center 
Press Releases and Statements  
Press release  Jun 15, 2023 
Gates Foundation Renews Collaboration with Beijing Government and Tsinghua University 
on Innovative Therapies for Infectious Diseases Prevalent in Low- and Middle-Income 
Countries 
 
 
Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute    [to 17 Jun 2023] 
https://www.gatesmri.org/news 
The Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute is a non-profit biotech organization. Our mission is 
to develop products to fight malaria, tuberculosis, and diarrheal diseases—three major causes of 
mortality, poverty, and inequality in developing countries. The world has unprecedented scientific tools 
at its disposal; now is the time to use them to save the lives of the world's poorest people  
News: Articles and Publications 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CARB-X   [to 17 Jun 2023] 
https://carb-x.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified 
 
 
Center for Vaccine Ethics and Policy – GE2P2 Global Foundation   [to 17 Jun 2023] 
https://centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.net/ 
News/Analysis/Publications-Digests/Statements 
:: Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review - Current edition 
:: Informed Consent: A Monthly Review – June 2023  
:: Genomic Medicine – Governance, Ethics, Policy, Practice: A Monthly Digest – June 2023 
:: Public Consultations Watch :: Global Calls for Input/Public Comment/ -   
      03 May 2023 – Issue 03  
 
 
CEPI – Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations  [to 17 Jun 2023] 
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http://cepi.net/  
Latest News 
CEPI partners with Celestial Therapeutics Inc to develop self-adjuvanting mRNA vaccine 
platform 
   New partnership will seek to establish preclinical proof of concept for the novel vaccine platform 
which, if successful, could have substantial advantages over existing mRNA platform technologies.  
13 Jun 2023 
 
 
CIOMS – COUNCIL FOR INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS OF MEDICAL SCIENCES  [to 17 
Jun 2023] 
https://cioms.ch/ 
News; Publications; Events 

Benefit-risk balance for medicinal products  
CIOMS Working Group VII report draft, 12 June 2023 
Draft report: CIOMS WG XII_For Comment_12June2023 
Posted: 03 June 2023    Comments deadline: 24th of July 2023 
   The WG will build on previous considerations established by CIOMS WG IV, incorporating the latest 
thinking in quantitative and qualitative approaches to the evaluation of benefit-risk (B-R), as well as 
assimilating visual presentations of benefits and risks to improve transparency and understanding 
amongst key stakeholders, including patients. The perspective of healthcare professionals and patients 
will be considered based on other ongoing initiatives as well as new guidelines from regulatory 
authorities and public-private partnerships. 
 
Real-World Data and Real-World Evidence in Regulatory Decision Making 
CIOMS Working Group XIII  
Submissions deadline 14th of July 2023.  
Draft: CIOMS WG XIII_6June2023_Draft report for comment 
Background 
   There is increasing interest in the use of Real-World data (RWD) to support regulatory decision 
making across the product life cycle. Key sources of RWD are electronic health records, claims data, 
prescription data, and patient registries. Real-world evidence (RWE) is the clinical evidence about the 
usage and potential benefits or risks of a medical product derived from an analysis of RWD. For 
decades, such evidence has been well accepted for satisfying post-approval safety monitoring 
requirements but has not been used commonly to demonstrate drug effectiveness, which is a relatively 
new concept. 
   As applications are increasing, it is proposed that CIOMS develop a consensus report and 
recommendations for the use of RWD and RWE in regulatory decision-making related to 
biopharmaceutical products. This report will cover three key areas: 
:: Articulate the different RWD/RWE requirements depending on the intent of use e.g. Regulatory, 
Payers, and Public Health; 
::  Propose harmonized practices and guidance for using RWD and RWE for regulatory purposes (given 
that there are no existing consensus guidelines); 
:: Articulate point of view (POV) on key ethical issues relevant to RWD and RWE and a provisional set 
of standards to address those issues (the high-level POV may lead to a separate/satellite group of 
ethicists to deal with it). Full Concept Note (31 March 2020) 
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DARPA – Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency [U.S.] [to 17 Jun 2023 
https://www.darpa.mil/news 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Duke Global Health Innovation Center  [to 17 Jun 2023] 
https://dukeghic.org/ 
Report 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EDCTP    [to 17 Jun 2023] 
http://www.edctp.org/ 
The European & Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership (EDCTP) aims to accelerate the 
development of new or improved drugs, vaccines, microbicides and diagnostics against HIV/AIDS, 
tuberculosis and malaria as well as other poverty-related and neglected infectious diseases in sub-
Saharan Africa, with a focus on phase II and III clinical trials 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Emory Vaccine Center    [to 17 Jun 2023] 
http://www.vaccines.emory.edu/ 
Vaccine Center News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
European Vaccine Initiative  [to 17 Jun 2023] 
http://www.euvaccine.eu/  
Latest News, Events  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 17 Jun 2023] 
Evidence Aid aims to save lives and livelihoods in disasters by providing decision-makers with the best 
available evidence and by championing its use. 
http://www.evidenceaid.org/  
Resources [Selected]  
Sexual and reproductive health status and service delivery among Syrian refugees in 
Jordan 
Added June 16, 2023  
 
UNRWA’s role in promoting the health of Palestinian refugees in Jordan 
Added June 15, 2023 
 
 
Fondation Merieux  [to 17 Jun 2023] 
http://www.fondation-merieux.org/ 
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News, Events   
June 26 – 28, 2023  
Mérieux Foundation co-organized event  
10th Annual Meeting of the Global Task Force on Cholera Control (GTFCC) 
 
 
Gavi [to 17 Jun 2023] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
News Releases  
15 June 2023 
Madrid conference marks reaching over 1 billion children vaccinated, reviews progress and 
resolves to tackle challenges 
 
13 June 2023 
Vaccine Alliance reaches more than one billion children 
 
13 June 2023 
Spanish Government brings global leaders together to take stock of the state of global 
vaccination, discuss its future 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 17 Jun 2023] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
Press Releases  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund  [to 17 Jun 2023] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
News & Stories  
16 June 2023  
PEPFAR, Global Fund and UNAIDS Leaders Visit Mozambique in Support of a Sustainable 
HIV/AIDS Response  
   Ambassador Dr. John N. Nkengasong, U.S. Global AIDS Coordinator and Special Representative for 
Global Health Diplomacy, visited Maputo June 14-16. Ambassador Nkengasong was accompanied by 
UNAIDS Executive Director Winnie Byanyima, who leads the Unite...  
 
 
Global Research Collaboration for Infectious Disease Preparedness [GloPID-R] [to 17 Jun 
2023] 
https://www.glopid-r.org/news/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Hilleman Laboratories   [to 17 Jun 2023] 
http://www.hilleman-labs.org/ 
News & Insights 
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 17 Jun 2023] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news  
Press Room            
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Human Vaccines Project   [to 17 Jun 2023] 
http://www.humanvaccinesproject.org/  
News    
IMMUNOME Report 
Jun 15, 2023  
The Rise of AI-Generated Antibodies  
 
 
IAVI  [to 17 Jun 2023] 
https://www.iavi.org/ 
Latest News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
INSERM   [to 17 Jun 2023] 
https://www.inserm.fr/en/home/ 
Press Releases  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Coalition of Medicines Regulatory Authorities [ICMRA] 
http://www.icmra.info/drupal/en/news 
Selected Statements, Press Releases, Research  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICRC  [to  015 Oct 2022] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
What’s New   [Selected]       
Syria: Urgent Action Needed to Address Humanitarian Needs 
   Communities in Syria have lived through more than 12 years of a deadly armed conflict and a 
devastating earthquake that caused further humanitarian suffering earlier this year. 
14-06-2023 | News release 
   
 
IFFIm 
http://www.iffim.org/ 
Press Releases/Announcements  
No new digest content identified. 
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IFRC   [to 17 Jun 2023] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Press Releases [Selected]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Institut Pasteur   [to 17 Jun 2023] 
https://www.pasteur.fr/en/press-area 
Press Documents 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ISC / International Science Council  [to 17 Jun 2023] 
https://council.science/current/ 
ISC is a non-governmental organization with a unique global membership that brings together 40 
international scientific Unions and Associations and over 140 national and regional scientific 
organizations including Academies and Research Councils.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Union of Immunological Societies (IUIS) 
https://iuis.org/ 
News/Events [Selected]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IVAC  [to 17 Jun 2023] 
https://www.jhsph.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/ivac/index.html 
Updates; Events  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IVI   [to 17 Jun 2023] 
http://www.ivi.int/ 
IVI News & Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security   [to 17 Jun 2023] 
https://www.centerforhealthsecurity.org/news/center-news/ 
Center News  [Selected]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 17 Jun 2023]  
http://www.msf.org/ 

http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/
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Latest [Selected Announcements]  
Mediterranean migration  
The EU must not be complicit in the loss of lives at sea and in rights violations at Europe’s 
borders  
Press Release 16 Jun 2023  
 
Chad  
Over 300 war-wounded Sudanese arrive in eastern Chad hospital in just three days  
Press Release 16 Jun 2023  
 
Syria  
Inadequate water and sanitation pose health threats in Syria  
Project Update 16 Jun 2023  
 
Conflict in Sudan  
Over 1,100 patients in five weeks mark level of suffering in Khartoum  
Press Release 15 Jun 2023  
 
Conflict in Sudan  
Displaced people face disease and dire conditions after latest violence in Khartoum  
Project Update 13 Jun 2023  
 
 
National Academy of Medicine - USA  [to 17 Jun 2023] 
https://nam.edu/programs/ 
News [Selected]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
National Academy of Sciences - USA  [to 17 Jun 2023] 
https://www.nationalacademies.org/newsroom? 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
National Vaccine Program Office - U.S. HHS  [to 17 Jun 2023] 
https://www.hhs.gov/vaccines/about/index.html 
Upcoming Meetings/Latest Updates  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
NIH  [to 17 Jun 2023] 
http://www.nih.gov/  
News Releases   
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
PATH  [to 17 Jun 2023]  
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https://www.path.org/media-center/  
Press Releases 
WHO resolution on strengthening diagnostics capacity key for global progress  
June 12, 2023 by PATH 
   In a groundbreaking move toward advancing universal health coverage (UHC) and health equity, the 
World Health Organization recently passed a significant resolution on strengthening diagnostics 
capacity. This resolution, adopted during the 76th World Health Assembly on May 23, 2023, aims to 
address the challenges related to access, affordability, and quality of diagnostic tests. 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 17 Jun 2023] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/ 
Selected Reports/Press Releases  
Jun 16 2023  Press Releases 
New Lancet Global Health Study Finds Wastewater Surveillance Poised to Anchor Public 
Health Disease Surveillance Worldwide 
   NEW YORK | June 16, 2023 – First-ever multi-country survey of wastewater monitoring programs in 
43 countries sheds new light on the richness of the existing wastewater monitoring ecosystem and … 
 
 
Sabin Vaccine Institute  [to 17 Jun 2023] 
https://www.sabin.org/press/ 
Latest News & Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 17 Jun 2023]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
12 June 2023 
A Thank You letter to the American people from the Executive Director of UNAIDS: PEPFAR 
is the Greatest Contribution Made by Any Country to Ending AIDS  
   
 
 UNICEF  [to 17 Jun 2023] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Latest press releases, news notes and statements 
Remarks  16 June 2023  
UNICEF Executive Director Catherine Russell's remarks at the ECOSOC Special Session on 
Haiti - “Saving Lives: Addressing the urgent food security needs of Haiti”  
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-executive-director-catherine-russells-remarks-ecosoc-
special-session-haiti  
   NEW YORK, 16 June 2023 – "Ambassador Stoeva, Ambassador Rae, excellencies, thank you for 
convening this special session today and also for inviting me to brief on the plight of children in Haiti. 
"Haiti is on the precipice of catastrophe. Half the population needs humanitarian assistance, including 
nearly 3 million children. But half of those in…  
 
Press release  15 June 2023  
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Over one million children newly displaced in two months as Sudan faces escalating conflict  
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/over-one-million-children-newly-displaced-two-months-sudan-
faces-escalating-conflict  
   PORT SUDAN, 15 June 2023 – More than one million children have now been displaced by two 
months of conflict in Sudan. Across Sudan, UNICEF has received credible reports that over 330 children 
have been killed, and over 1,900 have been injured, as of 6 June and many more are at grave risk. 
Access is constrained for the most basic lifesaving…  
 
Statement  15 June 2023  
Over 625,000 children at risk as Cyclone Biparjoy makes landfall  
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/over-625000-children-risk-cyclone-biparjoy-makes-landfall  
   KATHMANDU, 15 June 2023 – “Over 625,000 children are at immediate risk from strong winds, 
heavy rainfall and flooding as Cyclone Biparjoy made landfall today. “We are deeply concerned about 
the health and safety of children in districts at risk of coastal flooding, many of whom were vulnerable 
even before the current cyclone hit. “In Pakistan ,…  
 
Press release  15 June 2023  
Nearly 3 million children need support in Haiti – highest number on record  
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/nearly-3-million-children-need-support-haiti-highest-number-
record  
   PORT-AU-PRINCE, 15 June 2023:  Nearly 3 million children – the highest number on record – need 
humanitarian support in Haiti, where they face staggering levels of violence that have exacerbated 
hunger and malnutrition in a country already mired in poverty and a resurgence of cholera. “Being a 
child in Haiti today is harsher and more dangerous than…  
 
Press release  13 June 2023  
Number of displaced children reaches new high of 43.3 million  
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/number-displaced-children-reaches-new-high-433-million  
   NEW YORK, 14 June 2023 – By the end of 2022, a record 43.3 million children lived in forced 
displacement, according to UNICEF estimates, many of them for their entire childhood. The number of 
children forcibly displaced from their homes doubled in the last decade, outpacing efforts to include 
and protect refugee and internally displaced children.…  
 
Remarks  13 June 2023  
UNICEF Executive Director Catherine Russell's opening remarks at the annual session of 
the UNICEF Executive Board   
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-executive-director-catherine-russells-opening-remarks-
annual-session-unicef-0  
   NEW YORK, 13 June 2023 – "Excellencies, distinguished delegates, colleagues, welcome to the 
annual session of the UNICEF Executive Board. Thank you to Ambassador Wegter and the Bureau for 
your steadfast leadership and support to UNICEF over the first half of this year. And thank you in 
advance to our Executive Board members for your engagement and…  
 
News note  13 June 2023  
Frontline health facilities faltering without water, sanitation, hygiene and electricity – 
WHO, UNICEF  
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/frontline-health-facilities-faltering-without-water-sanitation-
hygiene-and  
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   AMMAN, GENEVA, NEW YORK, 13 June 2023 – Worldwide, millions of lives could be saved and 
billions in economic losses prevented through one simple, affordable intervention: water, sanitation, 
and hygiene (WASH) services in health care facilities. Safe WASH services enable life-saving infection 
prevention and control practices, curb the spread of…  
 
Press release  12 June 2023  
UNICEF condemns attack on camp for displaced people in eastern DRC that kills 23 
children  
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-condemns-attack-camp-displaced-people-eastern-drc-
kills-23-children-0  
   KINSHASA, 12 JUNE 2023 - UNICEF is horrified by an attack on a camp for displaced people in the 
early hours of 12 June 2023 in Ituri Province in the east of the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
(DRC). The brutal attack on the Lala displacement camp left more than 45 people dead including 23 
children, according to initial reports. At least seven…  
 
Press release  12 June 2023  
Burkina Faso: UNICEF to reach 5 million people in one month with lifesaving interventions 
and information for children  
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/burkina-faso-unicef-reach-5-million-people-one-month-
lifesaving-interventions-and  
   OUAGADOUGOU, BURKINA FASO, 12 JUNE 2023 – Between 9 June and 18 July, UNICEF and 
partners will reach at least 5 million people, including adolescents and youths, across Burkina Faso with 
lifesaving interventions and information on the prevention of child malnutrition and  
 
 
Unitaid  [to 17 Jun 2023] 
https://unitaid.org/ 
Featured News 
15 June 2023 
Unitaid set to play a crucial role in meeting global health targets by 2030 through the 
introduction of 30 critical innovations 
 
 
Vaccine Equity Cooperative [nee Initiative]   [to 17 Jun 2023] 
https://vaccineequitycooperative.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Vaccination Acceptance & Demand Initiative [Sabin)  [to 17 Jun 2023] 
https://www.vaccineacceptance.org/ 
Announcements, Blog 
Three Case Study Reports 
Community-led Strategies to Aid Vaccine Acceptance: Nine Case Studies from Around the 
World 
June 12, 2023 
   The Sabin Vaccine Institute’s 2021-2022 Social and Behavioral Grants Program partners concluded 
their year-long research projects in December 2022. This cohort worked to apply a range of social and 
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behavioral science approaches to investigate and inform locally suitable solutions to support 
acceptance and uptake of COVID-19 vaccination, develop strategies to address the misinformation 
within the COVID-19 infodemic, and assess the impact of the pandemic on routine vaccination among 
hard-to-reach communities and zero-dose populations. Each case study has been compiled to inform 
action and investment around the globe that seek to build more vaccine confident communities. 
 
 
Vaccine Confidence Project  [to 17 Jun 2023] 
http://www.vaccineconfidence.org/ 
News, Research and Reports 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Vaccine Education Center – Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia  [to 17 Jun 2023] 
http://www.chop.edu/centers-programs/vaccine-education-center 
Vaccine Update for Providers 
May 2023 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 17 Jun 2023] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
News. Opinion, Reports 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
The Wistar Institute   [to 17 Jun 2023] 
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
Press Releases 
Jun. 14, 2023  
The Wistar Institute Appoints Former City Solicitor Sozi Tulante to Its Board of Trustees  
   A respected legal scholar and strategist, Tulante comes to the role with an extensive background in 
corporate and intellectual property law, policy matters, regulatory issues, and a record of building and 
leading diverse and sophisticated teams. 
 
 
WFPHA: World Federation of Public Health Associations  [to 17 Jun 2023] 
https://www.wfpha.org/ 
Latest News - Blog 
Insights from the 3rd International Indigenous Health & Wellbeing Conference 
Jun 15, 2023 
 
 
World Medical Association [WMA]   [to 17 Jun 2023] 
https://www.wma.net/news-press/press-releases/ 
Press Releases  
No new digest content identified. 
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World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 17 Jun 2023] 
https://www.oie.int/en/ 
Press Releases, Statements 
Statements 
New Diplomatic Agreement Recognises WOAH Sub-Regional Representation for the 
Arabian Gulf 
Published on 16 June 2023  
   Agreement establishes the diplomatic status of the Sub-Regional Office based in Abu Dhabi, United 
Arab Emirates, the 13th local representation of the World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH). 

 
:::::: 
 
ARM [Alliance for Regenerative Medicine]  [to 17 Jun 2023] 
https://alliancerm.org/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BIO    [to 17 Jun 2023] 
https://www.bio.org/press-releases 
Press Releases 
BIO Elects Dr. Ted W. Love as New Board Chair 
June 5, 2023 
2023-2024 BIO Executive Committee is Accomplished, Energetic and Diverse  
 
 
DCVMN – Developing Country Vaccine Manufacturers Network  [to 17 Jun 2023] 
http://www.dcvmn.org/ 
News; Upcoming events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICBA – International Council of Biotechnology Associations   [to 17 Jun 2023] 
https://internationalbiotech.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFPMA   [to 17 Jun 2023] 
https://ifpma.org/ 
Selected Press Releases/Statement 
Expert insight  
What role did regulatory agilities play during the COVID-19 pandemic and what can we 
learn from this experience? 
14 June 2023  
Janis Bernat Director, Scientific and Regulatory Affairs  
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   The COVID-19 pandemic has had a drastic impact on all the activities related to the development, 
assessment and approval of medicines and vaccines, unlocking opportunities to work in more agile and 
collaborative manners. 
   To accelerate R&D and ensure continuity of regulatory activities, national regulatory authorities 
(NRAs) and the biopharmaceutical industry successfully implemented regulatory agilities. These 
agilities, consisting of quicker, streamlined and more efficient ways of working, have been key to allow 
the rapid development, assessment and approval of safe, effective and quality medicinal products. 
Between 2021 and 2022, IFPMA assessed regulatory agilities used during the pandemic and focussed 
on identifying learnings to improve both pandemic preparedness and standard regulatory processes.     
IFPMA reviewed 36 international publications and surveys and conducted interviews with four 
participants from member associations in Africa, Asia, Latin America and the USA. As a result, we 
published a manuscript , policy briefings and recommendations for three common areas where agilities 
were applied: regulatory, quality and supply, and clinical trials… 
 
 
International Alliance of Patients’ Organizations – IAPO  [to 17 Jun 2023] 
https://www.iapo.org.uk/news/topic/6  
Press and media [Selected] 
No new digest announcements identified   
 
 
International Generic and Biosimilar Medicines Association [IGBA] 
https://www.igbamedicines.org/ 
News 
IGBA CEO Advisory Committee Vienna Statement - Four Keys to More Predictable Supply 
Chains (June 2023) 
   Vienna, June 14, 2023 - The COVID-19 pandemic demonstrated the critical importance of resilient 
global supply chains. As the CEO Advisory Committee of the International Generic and Biosimilar 
Medicines Association (IGBA), we underscore the essential role of the off-patent pharmaceutical sector 
in ensuring that patients worldwide have equitable access to quality-assured, and affordable medicines. 
 
 
PhRMA    [to 17 Jun 2023] 
http://www.phrma.org/  
Press Releases 
No new digest announcements identified   
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Vaccines/Therapeutics/Medicines – Selected Developer/Manufacturer Announcements  
 
AstraZeneca 
Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Bharat Biotech  
Press Releases   - No new digest announcements identified   
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BioCubaFarma – Cuba 
Últimas Noticias  - Website not responding at inquiry 
 
Biological E  
News    
BE’s Injectable Facility at Shamirpet Receives EIR from USFDA 
Hyderabad, June 16, 2023 
 
BioNTech 
Press Releases    - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Boehringer 
Press Releases   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
CanSinoBIO 
News - Website not responding at inquiry 
 
CIGB 
Latest News    
IV International Symposium Cancer 2023 
Varadero, Cuba, September, 2023 
 
Cinnagen 
Recent News   - No new digest announcements identified   
  
Clover Biopharmaceuticals - China 
News  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Curevac  [Bayer Ag – Germany] 
News   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Gamaleya National Center 
Latest News and Events - See Russia above. 
 
GSK 
Press releases for media  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
IMBCAMS, China 
Home  - Website not responding at inquiry   
 
Janssen/JNJ 
Press Releases   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Merck 
News releases - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Moderna 
Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified   
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Nanogen 
News   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Novartis 
News   
Sandoz introduces Act4Biosimilars Action Plan to accelerate patient access to biosimilar 
medicines  
Jun 15, 2023  
- Despite nearly 20 years of availability, biosimilars show worldwide adoption rate of only 14% in 

initiative-tracked countries, while reference medicines still represent 86% of biologic treatments1 
- Unregulated biocopies, legal and regulatory decisions, and misaligned incentives within healthcare 

delivery models contribute to barriers that prevent patients in the Americas from accessing 
biosimilars 

- Newly launched Act4Biosimilars Action Plan identifies key challenges and provides actionable steps 
for countries to take to increase global biosimilar adoption by at least 30 percentage points in 30+ 
countries by 2030 

 
Novavax 
Press Releases    
Jun 15, 2023 
Novavax Prepared to Deliver Protein-based Monovalent XBB COVID Vaccine Consistent 
with FDA VRBPAC Recommendation for the Fall 
 
Pfizer 
Recent Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
R-Pharm 
https://rpharm-us.com/index.php 
[No news or media page identified] 
 
Sanofi Pasteur   
Press Releases   
Press Release: Sanofi “all in” on artificial intelligence and data science to speed 
breakthroughs for patients 
   Paris, June 13, 2023. Sanofi takes the next step in its company-wide digital transformation and rolls-
out plai at scale. plai, Sanofi’s industry-leading app developed with artificial intelligence (AI) platform 
company Aily Labs, delivers real-time, reactive data interactions and gives an unprecedented 360° view 
across all Sanofi activities. The app aggregates available company internal data across functions and 
harnesses the power of AI to provide timely insights and personalized “what if” scenarios to support 
thousands of Sanofi teams decision makers to take informed decisions in a simple and modern digital 
user experience.  
 
Serum Institute of India 
NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Sinopharm/WIBPBIBP 
News  - No new digest announcements identified   
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Sinovac 
Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
SK Biosciences 
Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Takeda 
Newsroom  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Valneva 
Press Releases   
June 13, 2023  
Valneva Announces Publication of its Chikungunya Vaccine Candidate Phase 3 Data in The 
Lancet 
 
Vector State Research Centre of Viralogy and Biotechnology 
Home   - Website not responding [404 error] 
 
WestVac Biopharma  
Media    
China Approves the World’s First Vaccine against XBB Descendent Lineages of SARS-CoV-2 
for Emergency Use  

   On June 8th, 2023, Coviccine® Trivalent XBB.1.5-Recombinant COVID-19 Trivalent（

XBB.1.5+BA.5+Delta）Protein  

 
Zhifei Longcom, China 
[Anhui Zhifei Longcom Biologic Pharmacy Co., Ltd.] 

[No website identified] 
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Journal Watch 
   Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review continues its weekly scanning of key peer-reviewed 
journals to identify and cite articles, commentary and editorials, books reviews and other content 
supporting our focus on vaccine ethics and policy. Journal Watch is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative of themes and issues the Center is actively tracking. We selectively provide full text of some 
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editorial and comment articles that are specifically relevant to our work. Successful access to some of 
the links provided may require subscription or other access arrangement unique to the publisher.  
     If you would like to suggest other journal titles to include in this service, please contact David Curry 
at: david.r.curry@centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.org 
 
 
AJOB Empirical Bioethics 
Volume 14, 2023  Issue 2 
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uabr21/current 
Article 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
AMA Journal of Ethics 
Volume 25, Number 6: E381-465  June 2023 
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/issue/ipe-and-innovation 
Patient-Centered Transgender Surgical Care  
The November 2016 issue of the journal, Transgender Health, focused on the importance of expanding 
gender-affirming health care services, enhancing the quality of transgender patients’ clinical 
encounters, and improving general medical and mental health outcomes among gender diverse 
patients. This current issue follows up on that initial inquiry, delving specifically into relationships 
among autonomy protections and patient-centered informed consent and shared decision-making 
processes in gender-affirming surgical care. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
June 2023  Volume 51  Issue 6   p603-724 
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
June 2023   Volume 64  Issue 6  p781-940 
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
July 2023  113(7) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 

 

 

American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 108 (2023): Issue 6 (Jun 2023)  
https://www.ajtmh.org/view/journals/tpmd/108/5/tpmd.108.issue-6.xml 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Annals of Internal Medicine 
May 2023 Volume 176, Issue 5 
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Artificial Intelligence – An International Journal 
Volume 319   June 2023 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/artificial-intelligence/vol/319/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 17 Jun 2023) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
June 2023 - Volume 8 - 6 
https://gh.bmj.com/content/8/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 17 Jun 2023) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 17 Jun 2023) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 17 Jun 2023)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 17 Jun 2023)  
Efficacy of COVID-19 mRNA vaccination in patients with autoimmune disorders: humoral 
and cellular immune response  
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The impact of immunosuppressive therapies on the efficacy of vaccines to SARS-CoV-2 is not 
completely clarified. We analyzed humoral and T cell-mediated response after COVID-19 mRNA vaccine 
in immunosuppressed...  
Authors: Federica Filippini, Mauro Giacomelli, Chiara Bazzani, Micaela Fredi, Paolo Semeraro, Cesare 
Tomasi, Franco Franceschini, Arnaldo Caruso, Ilaria Cavazzana and Cinzia Giagulli  
Citation: BMC Medicine 2023 21:210  
Content type: Research article Published on: 14 June 2023  
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 17 Jun 2023) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 17 Jun 2023)  
World Hepatitis day 2021 –screening and vaccination against Hepatitis B virus in Accra, 
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without physical contact between research teams and participants at various stages, such as 
recruitment, enrolment, informed consent, administering study interventions, obtaining patient-
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participants' safety and research integrity, while sometimes reducing participant burden and trial cost. 
Research sponsors and investigators are interested in expanding the use of decentralised clinical trials. 
The US Food and Drug Administration and other regulators worldwide have issued guidance on how to 
implement such adaptations. However, there has been little focus on the distinct ethical challenges 
these trials pose. In this Health Policy report, which is informed by both traditional research ethics and 
digital ethics frameworks, we group the related ethical issues under three areas requiring increased 
ethical vigilance: participants' safety and rights, scientific validity, and ethics oversight. Our aim is to 
describe these issues, offer practical means of addressing them, and prompt the delineation of ethical 
standards for decentralised trials. 
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COVID-19-related disruption and resiliency in immunisation activities in LMICs: a rapid 
review  
Anna-Maria Hartner, Xiang Li, Katy Gaythorpe 
medRxiv 2023.06.12.23291133; doi: https://doi.org/10.1101/2023.06.12.23291133  
Abstract 
Objectives Rapid review to determine the extent that immunisation services in LMICs were disrupted by 
the COVID-19 pandemic and what factors can be considered to build resilience in future. 
Setting We searched PubMed on 28th Feb 2023 for studies published after 1st December 2019 in 
English that focused on LMICs. 
Participants Screening and data extraction were conducted by two experienced reviewers with one 
reviewer vote minimum per study per stage. Of 3801 identified studies, 66 met the eligibility criteria. 
Outcomes Routine vaccine coverage achieved; Supplementary immunisation activity timing; Vaccine 
doses given; Timing of vaccination; Supply chain changes; factors contributing to disruption or 
resilience. 
Results Included studies showed evidence of notable declines in immunisation activities across LMICs 
related to the COVID-19 pandemic. These have included reductions in achieved routine coverage, 
cancellation or postponement of campaigns, and underimmunised cohorts. Immunisation was most 
disrupted in the early months of the pandemic, particularly March to May 2020; however, the amount 
of recovery seen varied by country, age-group, and vaccine. Though many countries observed partial 
recovery beginning after lockdown policies were lifted in 2020, disruption in many countries has also 
continued into 2021. It has also been noted that clinician staff shortages and vaccine stock outs caused 
by supply chain disruptions contributed to immunisation delays but that concern over COVID 
transmission was a leading factor. Key resiliency factors included community outreach and healthcare 
worker support. Finally, whilst our search took place in February 2023, the latest dataset used across 
all studies was from November 2022 and many focused on 2020; as a result some of the study 
conclusions do not take recovery into account. 
Conclusions There is limited information on whether reductions in vaccination coverage or delays have 
persisted beyond 2021. Further research is needed to assess ongoing disruptions and identify missed 
vaccine cohorts. 
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human capital development? and (ii) what roles, if any, do global governance institutions play in 
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meningitis belt, we assemble data on meningitis cases, epidemics, the flow of the World Bank’s aid 
expenditure, and child health outcomes to investigate the effects of epidemics on human capital 
outcomes… 
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   As the ITC undertakes an investigation on whether to extend flexibilities under the WTO TRIPS 
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HIV, a public information initiative of KFF, along with health departments and community 
organizations, to provide free HIV testing and counseling as part of the largest National HIV Testing 
Day event in the nation.… 
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