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Milestones, Perspectives

WHO calls for action to uphold right to health amidst inaction, injustice and crises
On the anniversary of its founding, the Organization urges countries to invest, tackle discrimination

and intolerance, and expand equitable access to quality health services
5 April 2024 News release

To mark World Health Day (7 April), the World Health Organization (WHO) is running the "My
health, my right” campaign to champion the right to health of everyone, everywhere. The campaign
advocates for ensuring universal access to quality health services, education, and
information, as well as safe drinking water, clean air, good nutrition, quality housing,
decent working and environmental conditions, and freedom from discrimination.

All around the world, the core challenges consistently compromising the right to health are political
inaction coupled with a lack of accountability and funding, compounded by intolerance,
discrimination and stigma. Populations facing marginalization or vulnerability suffer the most, such
as people who live in poverty, are displaced, are older or live with disabilities.

While inaction and injustice are the major drivers of the global failure to deliver on the
right to health, current crises are leading to especially egregious violations of this right.
Conflicts are leaving trails of devastation, mental and physical distress, and death.

The burning of fossil fuels is simultaneously driving the climate crisis and violating our right to
breathe clean air. The climate crisis is in turn causing extreme weather events that threaten health
and well-being across the planet and strain access to services to meet basic needs.

Everyone deserves access to quality, timely and appropriate health services, without being subjected
to discrimination or financial hardship. Yet, in 2021, 4.5 billion people, more than half of the
world’s population, were not covered by essential health services, leaving them
vulnerable to diseases and disasters. Even those who do access care often suffer economically
for it, with about 2 billion people facing financial hardship due to health costs, a situation that has
been worsening for two decades.

To expand coverage, an additional US$ 200—328 billion a year is needed globally to scale
up primary health care in low- and middle-income countries (i.e. 3.3% of

national forecast GDP). Progress has shown to be possible where there is political will. Since 2000,
42 countries, representing all regions and income levels, succeeded in improving both health service
coverage and protection against catastrophic health spending.

“Realizing the right to health requires governments to pass and implement laws, invest, address
discrimination and be held accountable by their populations,” said WHO Director-General Dr Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus. "WHO is working with governments, partners and communities to ensure
the highest attainable standard of health, as a fundamental right for all people, everywhere.”
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The right to health is enshrined within the WHO Constitution, and at least 140 countries
recognize the right to health in their national constitutions. But recognition alone is not
enough, which is why WHO supports countries to legislate the right to health across sectors and
integrate human rights into health policies and programmes. The aim of this support is to make
health services available, accessible and responsive to the needs of the populations they serve and
to increase community participation in health decision-making.

On this World Health Day and beyond, WHO is calling for governments to make meaningful
investments to scale up primary health care; to ensure transparency and accountability; and to
meaningfully involve individuals and communities in decision-making around health. Recognizing
the interdependence between the right to health and other fundamental rights, the
campaign includes calls to action on finance, agriculture, environment, justice,
transport, labour and social affairs.

Individuals, communities and civil society have long defended their right to health, improving access
to health care services by breaking down barriers and advocating for equity. WHO urges the public
to know, protect and promote their health rights, including those related to safe and quality care,
zero discrimination, privacy and confidentiality, information, bodily autonomy, and decision-making.

Message by the Director of the Department of Immunization, Vaccines and Biologicals
at WHO - March 2024

5 April 2024 Departmental news

Cholera

Global deployment of rapid diagnostic tests to boost fight against cholera

» More than 1.2 million cholera rapid diagnostic tests will be shipped to 14 countries in
largest-ever global deployment, with the first shipment landing today in Malawi.

» This first official deployment of tests through Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, will improve timely
detection and monitoring of outbreaks, effectiveness of vaccination campaigns in
response to current outbreaks, and targeting of future preventive vaccination efforts.

= The global cholera rapid diagnostic test procurement programme is a collaboration between
Gavi, WHO, UNICEF, FIND, and other partners.

5 April 2024

News release  Geneva/New York

The arrival of rapid diagnostic test (RDT) kits for cholera in Malawi today signals the start of a global

programme that will see more than 1.2 million tests distributed to 14 countries at high risk for

cholera over the next several months. Countries that will receive kits in the coming weeks in this
largest-ever global deployment include those currently severely impacted by cholera outbreaks, such
as Ethiopia, Somalia, Syria, and Zambia. This programme will improve the timeliness and
accuracy of outbreak detection and response by boosting routine surveillance and
testing capacity and helping rapidly identify probable cholera cases. Critically, it will also
help countries monitor trends and build an evidence base for future preventive programmes,
supporting the achievement of national cholera control and elimination targets.

The global cholera diagnostics programme is funded and coordinated by Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance
(Gavi), with procurement and delivery to countries led by UNICEF, and undertaken in collaboration
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with the Global Task Force on Cholera Control (GTFCC), and WHO. It was developed in partnership
with FIND, who led development of a target product profile describing the required characteristics of
cholera RDTs, and other organizations. These initial shipments signal the start of the programme,
which aims to see partners deploy RDTs to additional countries that have expressed interest in the
future. Long-term sustainability of the programme depends on successful fundraising for Gavi’s next
strategic period, from 2026 to 2030.

Through this effort, rapid diagnostic tests from two manufacturers — that have to-date been
supplied via WHO and UNICEF for use in outbreak response — will now be used routinely for cholera
surveillance. Pilot studies across the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Niger and
Nepal, funded by Gavi and led by the United States Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), Johns Hopkins University (JHU) and Epicentre/ Médecins Sans
Frontiéres have helped increase understanding of effective rapid testing strategies.
Preliminary insights from these studies, which are still ongoing, have helped inform programme
design — making the rollout of these tests at scale more effective...

While global oral cholera vaccine supply has increased eighteen-fold between 2013 and
2023, the large and sustained spike in demand compared to the current availability has
put a strain on the global stockpile. Preventive vaccination campaigns have had to be delayed
to preserve doses for emergency outbreak response efforts. Recurring outbreaks in countries where
emergency vaccination campaigns have already been implemented further highlight the need for
improved speed and accuracy in identifying areas with new or persistent transmission — enabling
these areas to be targeted during initial outbreak response efforts.

In 2021, the Gavi Board approved US$ 55 million in funding to support a diagnostics
programme between 2022 and- 2025 across cholera, yellow fever, measles, rubella,
meningococcal meningitis and typhoid — with the aim to improve disease surveillance,
outbreak detection and response and the design of preventive programmes. Gavi then opened a
cholera diagnostics application window in June 2023 — which is still open — and so far 14
countries have submitted applications and been approved by an Independent Review
Committee of experts. In 2023, Gavi also launched a preventive cholera vaccination programme, to
support countries with long-term cholera control — a strategy that has successfully led to a decrease
in outbreaks of diseases such as yellow fever and meningitis...

“We are experiencing an unprecedented multi-year upsurge in cholera cases worldwide, and today’s
announcement provides a critical boost in the fight against the disease. The rise in infections is
being driven by continued gaps in access to safe water and sanitation, and our inability to reach
vulnerable communities that are being put further at risk by climate change, conflict and
displacement,” said Aurélia Nguyen, Chief Programme Officer at Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance. “Routine
use of diagnostics will bolster cholera surveillance in impacted countries, and must be leveraged to
better target vaccination efforts, which play a critical role in multisectoral cholera prevention and
control programmes.”

“Despite cholera being preventable and easily treatable, children continue to suffer from this
potentially fatal disease. This is why we are working with partners on all fronts and in novel ways to
stem outbreaks,” said Leila Pakkala, Director of UNICEF Supply Division. “Surveillance
diagnostics help pinpoint hotspots with great precision. This allows partners to target
cholera vaccines to exactly the time and place where the limited supply will save the
most lives.”...

Note to editors


https://www.who.int/home
https://www.finddx.org/

The 14 countries that have received Gavi IRC approvals so far are: Cameroon,
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ethiopia, Malawi, Mozambique, Nepal, Nigeria,
Pakistan, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Syria, Uganda, Zambia, and Zimbabwe.

Avian Influenza

High Pathogenicity Avian Influenza in Cattle
Statement - World Organisation for Animal Health

Published on 5 April 2024

The ongoing spread of High Pathogenicity Avian Influenza (HPAI) in different regions of
the world, alongside the recent detections of cases in cattle, is raising concerns within
the international community.

While HPAI primarily affects poultry and wild birds, avian influenza can occasionally be transmitted
to mammals, including humans. In the last two years, an increasing number of H5N1 avian influenza
cases have been reported in terrestrial and aquatic mammalians animals.

The recently reported detections of HPAI in dairy cattle in the United States of America , showing
clinical signs such as decreased lactation, reduced appetite, lethargy, fever and dehydration, have
raised concerns since such infections of cattle could indicate an increased risk of HSN1 viruses

becoming better adapted to mammals, and potentially spilling over to humans and other livestock.

Initial investigations so far have revealed no specific adaptation to either humans or
mammals. Regardless, several studies are being carried out to further explore the
virulence and transmissibility of these viruses, including among cattle, and to assess the risk
of transmission to animals and humans, which is currently considered very low.

In collaboration with its Reference Centres, OFFLU networks of experts and Members, the World
Organisation for Animal Health (WOARH) is closely monitoring the situation to assess the risks to
animals and humans. Timely and transparent reporting is crucial to maintain a good understanding
of the disease situation and prevent any type of misinformation or disinformation.

WOAH reminds its 183 Members that, based on the information currently available, restrictions on
the movement of healthy cattle and their products are not recommended unless justified by an
import risk analysis conducted according to the WOAH Terrestrial Animal Health Code Chapter 2.1.

Understanding avian influenza pandemic drivers crucial in reducing risks to human
health

3 Apr 2024

In a joint report released today, the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC)
and the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) outline the contributing drivers for influenza
A(H5N1) viruses to acquire the ability to spread efficiently among humans, thereby increasing their
pandemic potential. The report also addresses which mitigation measures could be implemented in
animals and humans to reduce the risk to human health.

The report examines intrinsic drivers related to virus characteristics or host
susceptibility. It also discusses extrinsic drivers which may increase exposure of
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mammals and humans to avian influenza viruses, thereby stimulating mutation and
adaptation to mammals. Such drivers include the ecology of host species such as wildlife, human
activities like farming practices and use of natural resources, climatic and environmental factors.

Influenza viruses remain prevalent among wild bird populations in the EU/EEA, leading to significant
illness and death in birds. Transmission between bird and mammal species has been observed,
including in fur animal farms where outbreaks have been reported. Angeliki Melidou, ECDC Principal
Expert on Respiratory Viruses, said: “Transmission from infected birds to humans remains a rare
event, with no confirmed human infection identified in the EU/EEA. Nonetheless, the potential for
avian influenza viruses to adapt to humans and cause a pandemic remains a concern. Ongoing
vigilance, preparedness efforts and an increased understanding of underlying drivers is therefore
crucial”...

Drivers for a pandemic due to avian influenza and options for One Health mitigation
measures - Report

Avian influenza viruses (AIV) remain prevalent among wild bird populations in the European Union
and European Economic Area (EU/EEA), leading to significant illness in and death of birds.

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control

03 April 2024

PDF: “Drivers for a pandemic due to avian influenza and options for One Health mitigation measures
- EN - [PDF-376.81 KB]

Executive summary

Transmission between bird and mammal species has been observed, particularly in fur animal
farms, where outbreaks have been reported. While transmission from infected birds to humans is
rare, there have been instances of exposure to these viruses since 2020 without any symptomatic
infections reported in the EU/EEA. However, these viruses continue to evolve globally, and
with the migration of wild birds, new strains carrying potential mutations for
mammalian adaptation could be selected. If avian A(H5N1) influenza viruses acquire
the ability to spread efficiently among humans, large-scale transmission could occur due
to the lack of immune defences against H5 viruses in humans.

The emergence of AIV capable of infecting mammals, including humans, can be facilitated by
various drivers. Some intrinsic drivers are related to virus characteristics or host
susceptibility. Other drivers are extrinsic and may increase exposure of mammals and
humans to AIV thereby stimulating mutation and adaptation to mammals. Extrinsic drivers
include the ecology of host species, such as including wildlife, human activities like farming practices
and the use of natural resources, climatic and environmental factors.

One Health measures to mitigate the risk of AIV adapting to mammals and humans
focus on limiting exposure and preventing spread. Key options for actions include enhancing
surveillance targeting humans and animals, ensuring access to rapid diagnostics, promoting
collaboration between animal and human sectors, and considering the implementation of preventive
measures such as vaccination of poultry.

Effective communication to different involved target audiences should be emphasised, as well as
strengthening veterinary infrastructure, enforcing biosecurity measures at farms, and reducing
wildlife contact with domestic animals. Careful planning of poultry and fur animal farming, especially
in areas with high waterfowl! density, is highlighted for effective risk reduction.

Polio — PHEIC
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Polio this week as of 03 Apr 2024 - GPEI

Headlines

:: Irag has achieved a major milestone, becoming the first polio transition priority country to take on
all responsibility for sustaining polio functions with a commitment to provide full domestic funding.
Dr Hanan Balkhy, WHO Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean, commended Iraq’s public
health win and the positive impact it will yield: “I would like to congratulate Iraq for the
achievement of polio transition in full in a considerably short period of time. This is a great step
towards enhancing the health system’s resilience and regaining its capabilities to better serve the
Iraqi population, making the best use of the polio programme assets.”

:: In Eradicating Polio is Possible: Stories of Resilience and Hope the United Nations Foundation
interviews polio survivors and a UNICEF polio communications officer. The piece focuses on personal
experiences with polio and ongoing commitment to eradication.

:: This scientific paper looks at the journey of novel oral polio vaccine type 2 (nOPV2) from
development through rollout and WHO prequalification. The piece presents nOPV2 as an example of
how scientific advances and innovative tools can be applied to combat global health emergencies.

Summary of new polioviruses this week, cases and positive environmental isolates:
- Afghanistan: one WPV1 case

- Pakistan: 12 WPV1-positive environmental samples

- Nigeria: three cVDPV2 cases and two cVDPV2-positive environmental samples
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WHO Regional Offices
Selected Press Releases, Announcements

WHO African Region
No new digest content identified.

WHO Region of the Americas PAHO
:: 5 Apr 2024
World Health Day: PAHO reaffirms its commitment to the right to health for all people
Washington, DC, 5 April 2024 (PAHO)- For World Health Day, celebrated on April 7, the Pan
American Health Organization (PAHO) reiterated its commitment to the right to health for all people,
without discrimination of any kind."At PAHO, we strive to fulfill this right to health by working with
our Member States to advance universal health for all,...
14 Apr 2024
PAHO launches open call for Strategic Advisory Groups
Strategic Advisory Groups will advise the Organization on a variety of technical issues, including
disease elimination, mental health, climate change, and maternal mortality, among
others.Washington D.C. 4 April 2024—The Director of the Pan American Health Organization
(PAHO), Dr. Jarbas Barbosa, launched 12 open calls for experts to join the...
11 2 Apr 2024
Countries of the Americas report progress towards healthy aging
Washington, DC, April 2, 2024 (PAHO) - The Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) today
released a progress report revealing advances in policies and actions to promote healthy aging in
the region, despite the challenges the world has faced since 2020.The 2023 Progress Report of the
Decade of Healthy Aging (2021-2030) highlights that increases in...

WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO
No new digest content identified.

WHO European Region EURO
No new digest content identified.

WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO
No new digest content identified.
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WHO Western Pacific Region
:: 5 April 2024 Media release
WHO urges action to fully realize people's right to health in the Western Pacific

WHO - Emergency situation reports

Latest WHO official reports for emergency situations.

3 April 2024

WHO's Operational Update on Health Emergencies - March 2024

2 April 2024
Public Health Situation Analysis: Sudan Conflict (03 April 2024)
Overview

Humanitarian needs across Sudan are at record highs with 24.8 million people, or every second
person, needing humanitarian assistance in 2024. This is 9 million more than in 2023. People have
been forced to flee their homes due to the dire humanitarian situation and the destruction of
essential infrastructure, such as roads, hospitals, medical facilities, and schools, as well as power,
water, and communications services. The number of people displaced by the conflict continues to
increase, with 8.1 million people fleeing their homes in Sudan. Approximately 6.3 million people are
displaced within Sudan and another 1.8 million people who fled abroad.

Disease Outbreak News (DONSs)

Latest WHO Disease Outbreak News (DONSs), providing information on confirmed acute public health
events or potential events of concern.

2 April 2024 | Avian Influenza A(H5N1) - Viet Nam

Situation at a Glance

The World Health Organization (WHO) was notified about a case of human infection with an
influenza A(H5N1) virus on 25 March 2024 by the national authorities of Viet Nam. The patient, who
had no underlying medical conditions, developed symptoms on 11 March and died on 23 March.
Exposure to birds was ascertained to have taken place in the third week of February...

Weekly Epidemiological Record
https://www.who.int/publications/journals/weekly-epidemiological-record

Vol. 99, No. 13, pp. 147-162 29 March 2024
https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/376354/WER9913-eng-fre.pdf

:: Genetic and antigenic characteristics of zoonotic influenza A viruses and development of candidate
vaccine viruses for pandemic preparedness

New WHO Publications

https://www.who.int/publications/i

Selected

5 April 2024

Supporting Marburg virus disease outbreak response through online learning
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2 April 2024

Strateqgy for optimizing national routine health information systems: strengthening
routine health information...

2 April 2024
Universal newborn screening: Implementation guidance

1 April 2024

Medicines for HIV, viral hepatitis, and sexually transmitted infections in low- and
middle-income countries: forecasts...

USA — HHS, FDA, CDC

HHS
News
HHS Releases White Paper Focused on Preventing Drug Shortages
April 2, 2024 News Release

Today, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) released a white paper
highlighting steps HHS has taken to prevent and mitigate drug shortages and proposing additional
solutions for policymakers to consider. Drug shortages have occurred in the nation’s health care
system for several decades, largely due to market failures and misaligned incentives. With today’s
white paper, HHS offers solutions and stands ready to work with Congress to ensure no patient
faces the devastating consequences of drug shortages or goes without needed medicines.

FDA
Press Announcements
No new digest content identified.

FDA VRBPAC
Advisory Committee Calendar

Vaccines and Related Biological Products Advisory Committee May 16, 2024 Meeting
Announcement - 05/16/2024

CDC/ACIP [U.S.] [to 06 Apr 2024]
http://www.cdc.gov/media/index.html
Latest News Releases
Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza A (H5N1) Virus Infection Reported in a Person in the
u.S.
CDC'’s Risk Assessment for the General Public Remains Low

April 1, 2024 —A person in the United States has tested positive for highly pathogenic avian
influenza (HPAI) A(H5N1) virus ("H5N1 bird flu”), as reported by Texas and confirmed by CDC. This
person had exposure to dairy cattle in Texas presumed to be infected with HPAI A(H5N1) viruses.
The patient reported eye redness (consistent with conjunctivitis), as their only symptom, and is
recovering. The patient was told to isolate and is being treated with an antiviral drug for flu. This
infection does not change the H5N1 bird flu human health risk assessment for the U.S. general
public, which CDC considers to be low. However, people with close or prolonged, unprotected
exposures to infected birds or other animals (including livestock), or to environments contaminated
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by infected birds or other animals, are at greater risk of infection. CDC has interim recommendations
for prevention, monitoring, and public health investigations of HPAI A(H5N1) viruses.

CDC is working with state health departments to continue to monitor workers who may have been
in contact with infected or potentially infected birds/animals and test those people who develop
symptoms. CDC also has recommendations for clinicians on monitoring, testing, and antiviral
treatment for patients with suspected or confirmed avian influenza A virus infections...

ACIP Meetings
Next ACIP Meeting

June 26-28

MMWR Weekly

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/index2023.html

April 4, 2024 / No. 13

PDF of this issue

- Surveillance To Track Progress Toward Polio Eradication — Worldwide, 2022—2023

- Federal Retail Pharmacy Program Contributions to Bivalent mRNA COVID-19 Vaccinations Across
Sociodemographic Characteristics — United States, September 1, 2022—September 30, 2023

Europe

European Medicines Agency [EMA]
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news
News & Press Releases

No new digest content identified.

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control

https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en

News/Updates/Reports/Publications [Selected]

Outbreak of mpox caused by Monkeypox virus clade I in the Democratic Republic of the

Congo
5 Apr 2024

Understanding avian influenza pandemic drivers crucial in reducing risks to human
health
3 Apr 2024

Surveillance and monitoring
Drivers for a pandemic due to avian influenza and options for One Health mitigation
measures
3 Apr 2024

Avian influenza viruses (AIV) remain prevalent among wild bird populations in the European Union
and European Economic Area (EU/EEA), leading to significant illness in and death of birds.

Africa CDC [to 06 Apr 2024]
https://africacdc.ora/
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Press Releases, Statements [Selected]
Addressing Regulatory Challenges to Advance Local Manufacturing in Africa
3 April 2024

Local manufacturing and access to health products represent strategic pillars of the health and
security agenda for the African continent. African leaders pledge to increase the share of vaccines,
medicines, and diagnostics locally manufactured in Africa to 60% by 2040. This vision will be
achieved by establishing a sustainable vaccine development and manufacturing ecosystem
underpinned by research and development, intellectual property (IP) and technology transfer,
robust regulatory systems, innovative and sustainable financing, strategic partnerships, and
commitment by African and global procurement agencies to purchase vaccines produced on the
continent...

China CDC
http://www.chinacdc.cn/en/

National Health Commission of the People's Republic of China [to 06 Apr 2024]
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/

News

No new digest content identified.

National Medical Products Administration — PRC [to 06 Apr 2024]
http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/

News

No new digest content identified.

China CDC

Weekly Reports: Current Volume (6)
2024-04-05 / No. 14
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Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group [to 06 Apr 2024]
https://alleninstitute.org/news-press/

News

Featured
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Unraveling the Complexity of the Mammalian Brain
04.03.2024

Scientists used advanced, single-cell genomics and spatial mapping technologies to reveal this
complex and rich cellular landscape.

BMGF - Gates Foundation [to 06 Apr 2024]
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/ideas/media-center
Press Releases and Statements

No new digest content identified.

Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute [to 06 Apr 2024]
https://www.gatesmri.org/news

The Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute is a non-profit biotech organization. Our mission
Is to develop products to fight malaria, tuberculosis, and diarrheal diseases—three major causes of
mortality, poverty, and inequality in developing countries. The world has unprecedented scientific
tools at its disposal; now is the time to use them to save the lives of the world's poorest people
News: Articles and Publications

No new digest content identified.

CARB-X [to 06 Apr 2024]
https://carb-x.org/

News

No new digest content identified.

CEPI — Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations [to 06 Apr 2024]
http://cepi.net/

Latest News
Participants in Nigeria vaccinated in first-ever Phase 2 Lassa fever vaccine clinical trial

CEPI 3rd April 2024

- Participants in Nigeria have been vaccinated with a Lassa fever vaccine candidate in the first
Phase 2 clinical trial of any Lassa vaccine.

- Lassa fever is a deadly hemorrhagic fever common to West Africa. No approved vaccine
currently exists.

- More than 600 participants in Ghana, Liberia, and Nigeria are expected to enrol in the IAVI-
sponsored trial, funded by CEPI.

CIOMS — COUNCIL FOR INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS OF MEDICAL SCIENCES [to
06 Apr 2024]

https://cioms.ch/

News; Publications; Events

No new digest content identified.

DARPA — Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency [U.S.] [to 06 Apr 2024
https://www.darpa.mil/news

News

5/2024
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Streamlining Delivery Modalities for Biologic Therapeutics to Improve Patient Outcomes

Efforts to develop novel biologic therapeutics have provided critical resources to enable warfighter
readiness and counter existing and emerging biothreats; however, current delivery modalities limit
biologics’ efficacy and rapid deployment. The goal of DARPA’s nhew Hermes program is to overcome
the challenges associated with broad, intracellular delivery of biologics to diverse cell and tissue
types by developing new delivery modalities that provide systemic distribution with limited negative
side effects.

Duke Global Health Innovation Center [to 06 Apr 2024]
https://dukeghic.org/

News

No new digest content identified.

EDCTP [to 06 Apr 2024]

http://www.edctp.org/

The European & Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership (EDCTP) aims to accelerate the
development of new or improved drugs, vaccines, microbicides and diagnostics against HIV/AIDS,
tuberculosis and malaria as well as other poverty-related and neglected infectious diseases in sub-
Saharan Africa, with a focus on phase II and III clinical trials

News

No new digest content identified.

Emory Vaccine Center [to 06 Apr 2024]
http://www.vaccines.emory.edu/

Vaccine Center News

No new digest content identified.

European Vaccine Initiative [to 06 Apr 2024]
http://www.euvaccine.eu/

Latest News, Events

No new digest content identified.

Evidence Aid [to 06 Apr 2024]

Evidence Aid aims to save lives and livelihoods in disasters by providing decision-makers with the
best available evidence and by championing its use.

http://www.evidenceaid.org/

Resources [Selected]

School and community-based interventions for refugee children

Added April 1, 2024

Evidence-based care for asylum seekers and refugees of the Syrian civil war
Added March 31, 2024

Sexual and reproductive health experiences of separated young people on the move
Added March 30, 2024
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Fondation Merieux [to 06 Apr 2024]
http://www.fondation-merieux.org/
News, Events

No new digest content identified.

Gavi [to 06 Apr 2024]

https://www.gavi.org/

News Releases

5 April 2024

Global deployment of rapid diagnostic tests to boost fight against cholera

:: More than 1.2 million cholera rapid diagnostic tests will be shipped to 14 countries in largest-ever
global deployment, with the first shipment landing today in Malawi.

:: This first official deployment of tests through Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, will improve timely
detection and monitoring of outbreaks, effectiveness of vaccination campaigns in response to
current outbreaks, and targeting of future preventive vaccination efforts.

:: The global cholera rapid diagnostic test procurement programme is a collaboration between Gavi,
WHO, UNICEF, FIND, and other partners.

4 April 2024

Gavi increases support to reach all children with immunisation in the Central African

Republic
:: Gavi to increase its financial support to strengthen data systems, bolster health workforce and

engagement at community level, and foster innovation for enhancing outreach to better identify and
reach missed children.

:: Announcement follows discussions on key priorities with Government and partners during a two-
day visit by Gavi CEO Dr Sania Nishtar and senior Gavi leadership to the Central African Republic.

:: Central African Republic President Faustin-Archange Touadéra: “Investing in prevention is the
smartest use of our limited health resources and within this investment, vaccination is the best buy
to protect our children. My goal is to ensure everyone is protected against life-threatening diseases
even in the hardest to reach regions of our country.”

:: Minister of Health Dr Pierre Somse: “The announcement today will consolidate health system
support towards three priority areas which have the maximum potential of impact to serve the
needs of our population.”

GE2P2 Global Foundation [to 06 Apr 2024]

www.ge2p2.org

News/Analysis/Publications-Digests/Statements

:: Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review - Current edition

:: Informed Consent: A Monthly Review — March 2024

:: Genomic Medicine — Governance, Ethics, Policy, Practice: A Monthly Digest — Oct 2023

:: Public Consultations Watch :: Global Calls for Input/Public Comment — 07 March 2024 — Issue 14

GHIT Fund [to 06 Apr 2024]
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press
Press Releases

No new digest content identified.

Global Fund [to 06 Apr 2024].
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https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/
News & Stories
No new digest content identified.

Global Research Collaboration for Infectious Disease Preparedness [GloPID-R] [to 06 Apr
2024]

https://www.glopid-r.org/news/

News

No new digest content identified.

Hilleman Laboratories [to 06 Apr 2024]
http://www.hilleman-labs.org/

News & Insights

No new digest content identified.

HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute [to 06 Apr 2024]
https://www.hhmi.org/news

Press Room

No new digest content identified.

Human Immunome Project [nee Human Vaccines Project] [to 06 Apr 2024]
http://www.humanvaccinesproject.org/
News
A Year in Review: 2023 Impact Report

At the Human Immunome Project, 2023 was a year of transition and great progress. From
onboarding new leadership to hosting a global conference, and most importantly, fully articulating
our scientific plan, we set the foundation to successfully harness the power of the immune system
to improve health for all.

IAVI [to 06 Apr 2024]
https://www.iavi.org/

News, Features
Press Releases
Participants in Nigeria vaccinated in first-ever Phase 2 Lassa fever vaccine clinical trial

sponsored by IAVI
April 4, 2024 The CEPI-funded study will evaluate the safety, tolerability, and immunogenicity of
IAVI's single dose Lassa fever vaccine candidate

INSERM [to 06 Apr 2024]
https://www.inserm.fr/en/home/
Press Releases

No new digest content identified.

International Coalition of Medicines Regulatory Authorities [ICMRA]
http://www.icmra.info/drupal/en/news
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Selected Statements, Press Releases, Research
No new digest content identified.

ICH - International Council for Harmonisation of Technical Requirements for
Pharmaceuticals for Human Use [to 06 Apr 2024]
https://www.ich.org/page/press-releases

News/Pubs/Press Releases [Selective]

No new digest content identified.

ICRC [to 06 Apr 2024]
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
What's New [Selected]

No new digest content identified.

IFFIm

http://www.iffim.org/

Press Releases/Announcements
No new digest content identified.

IFRC [to 06 Apr 2024]
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/
Press Releases [Selected]

No new digest content identified.

Institut Pasteur [to 06 Apr 2024]
https://www.pasteur.fr/en/press-area
Press Documents

No new digest content identified.

ISC / International Science Council [to 06 Apr 2024]
https://council.science/current/
ISC is a non-governmental organization with a unique global membership that brings together 40
international scientific Unions and Associations and over 140 national and regional scientific
organizations including Academies and Research Councils.
Latest Updates
News
The ISC's Centre for Science Futures secures over one million dollars grant to explore
the impacts of Al on science systems in the Global South

The International Development Research Centre (IDRC) of Canada will be supporting the Centre
for Science Futures, the ISC's think tank, with a grant of over one million dollars to explore the
impacts of Al on science systems in the Global South.
05.04.2024

International Union of Immunological Societies (IUIS)
https://iuis.org/
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News/Events [Selected]
No new digest content identified.

IVAC [to 06 Apr 2024]
https://www.jhsph.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/ivac/index.html
Updates; Events

No new digest content identified.

IVI [to 06 Apr 2024]
http://www.ivi.int/

IVI News & Announcements

No new digest content identified.

Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security [to 06 Apr 2024]
https://centerforhealthsecurity.org/newsroom

Center News [Selected]

No new digest content identified.

MSF/Médecins Sans Frontiéres_ [to 06 Apr 2024]
http://www.msf.org/

Latest [Selected Announcements]

No new digest content identified.

National Academy of Medicine - USA [to 06 Apr 2024]
https://nam.edu/programs/

News [Selected]

No new digest content identified.

National Academy of Sciences - USA [to 06 Apr 2024]
https://www.nationalacademies.org/newsroom?

News

No new digest content identified.

National Vaccine Program Office - U.S. HHS [to 06 Apr 2024]
https://www.hhs.gov/vaccines/about/index.html

Upcoming Meetings/Latest Updates

June 13-14, 2024

NIH [to 06 Apr 2024]
http://www.nih.gov/

New Releases

No new digest content identified.
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PATH [to 06 Apr 2024]
https://www.path.org/media-center/
Newsroom

No new digest content identified.

Sabin Vaccine Institute [to 06 Apr 2024]
https://www.sabin.org/press/

Latest News & Press Releases

No new digest content identified.

UNAIDS [to 06 Apr 2024]

http://www.unaids.org/en

Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements

Press statement

UNAIDS notes the judgment of the Constitutional Court of Uganda which has struck

down certain parts of the Anti-Homosexuality Act, 2023
3 April 2024

UNICEF [to 06 Apr 2024]
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases
Latest press releases, news notes and statements
Press release 05 April 2024
Global deployment of rapid diagnostic tests to boost fight against cholera

GENEVA/NEW YORK, 5 April 2024 — The arrival of rapid diagnostic test (RDT) kits for cholera in
Malawi today signals the start of a global programme that will see more than 1.2 million tests
distributed to 14 countries at high risk for cholera over the next several months. Countries that will
receive kits in the coming weeks in this largest-ever...

Unitaid [to 06 Apr 2024]
https://unitaid.org/

Featured News

No new digest content identified.

Vaccine Equity Cooperative [nee Initiative] [to 06 Apr 2024]
https://vaccineequitycooperative.org/news/

News

No new digest content identified.

Vaccination Acceptance & Demand Initiative [Sabin) [to 06 Apr 2024]
https://www.vaccineacceptance.org/

Announcements, Blog

No new digest content identified.

Vaccine Confidence Project [to 06 Apr 2024]
http://www.vaccineconfidence.org/
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News, Research and Reports
No new digest content identified.

Vaccine Education Center — Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia [to 06 Apr 2024]
http://www.chop.edu/centers-programs/vaccine-education-center

News

No new digest content identified.

Wellcome Trust [to 06 Apr 2024]
https://wellcome.org/

News. Opinion, Reports

No new digest content identified.

The Wistar Institute [to 06 Apr 2024]
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases
Press Releases

No new digest content identified.

World Bank [to 06 Apr 2024]

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all

All News [Selected]

Health and Climate Change

Climate change: a global health emergency As the global climate crisis escalates, its devastating
impacts on human health and well-being will also accelerate. No one anywhere around the globe is
beyond...

Date: April 05, 2024 Type: Brief

WFPHA: World Federation of Public Health Associations [to 06 Apr 2024]
https://www.wfpha.org/

Blog
GPHW?2024: Foreign Affairs and Health Governance: The Rising of Health Diplomacy
Apr 5, 2024

GPHW2024: Foreign Affairs and Health Governance: The Rising of Health DiplomacyTheme:
Enhancing and Democratizing Governance in Global Health Date and Time: 9th April 2024 |15:00-
17:00 (CET)

World Medical Association [WMA] [to 06 Apr 2024]
https://www.wma.net/news-press/press-releases/

Press Releases

No new digest content identified.

World Organisation for Animal Health [to 06 Apr 2024]
https://www.oie.int/en/

Press Releases, Statements

Statements
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High Pathogenicity Avian Influenza in Cattle

Published on 5 April 2024

The ongoing spread of High Pathogenicity Avian Influenza (HPAI) in different regions of the world,
alongside the recent detections of cases in cattle, is raising concerns within the international
community...

News

Amid the escalating impact of antimicrobial resistance, the Global Leaders Group calls
on UN Member States to take bold and specific action

Published on 5 April 2024

...In a new report released today, the GLG calls on political leaders to make specific commitments
at the high-level meeting on AMR to be held at the United Nations General Assembly on 26
September. The GLG report, “Towards specific commitments and action in the response to
antimicrobial resistance” urges UN Member States to ensure that adequate, predictable, and
sustainable financing is available from domestic and external sources to address AMR, including to
tackle the dwindling research and development pipeline for new antibiotics. The GLG proposes that
existing financing instruments expand their scope to include AMR and increase investments to
support implementation of multisectoral National Action Plans, especially in low- and middle-income
countries.

The report notes how accountable, effective and functional multisectoral governance is critical to
coordinate a global response to AMR and successfully implement interventions. To achieve this, the
GLG proposes an independent panel be established to monitor and report on science and evidence
related to AMR to inform advocacy and action and formalising the Quadripartite Joint Secretariat to
facilitate collaborative and coordinated action against AMR...

ARM [Alliance for Regenerative Medicine] [to 06 Apr 2024]
https://alliancerm.org/press-releases/

Selected Press Releases

No new digest content identified.

BIO [to 06 Apr 2024]
https://www.bio.org/press-releases
Press Releases

No new digest content identified.

DCVMN - Developing Country Vaccine Manufacturers Network [to 06 Apr 2024]
http://www.dcvmn.org/

News; Upcoming events

No new digest content identified.

ICBA — International Council of Biotechnology Associations [to 06 Apr 2024]
https://internationalbiotech.org/news/

News

No new digest content identified.
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IFPMA [to 06 Apr 2024]
https://ifpma.org/
News
Statement 5 Apr 2024
Biopharmaceutical CEO Roundtable gathers in Athens, focusing on global health
challenges and role of pharmaceutical innovation

The Biopharmaceutical CEO Roundtable (BCR), which represents the world’s leading
biopharmaceutical companies, met in April, Greece, on 3 and 4 April 2024, to discuss global health
challenges and public health policies impacting biomedical innovation. 05 April 2024, Athens — The
CEOs of leading biopharmaceutical companies met in Athens, Greece, to discuss collaborative
solutions that can...

Statement 5 Apr 2024

Enhanced collaboration between anti-doping agency and big pharma bolsters support
for clean sport among athletes

On 3 April 2024 in Athens, the International Federationof Pharmaceutical Manufacturers and
Associations (IFPMA) and the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) signed a joint letter of intent.

International Alliance of Patients’ Organizations — IAPO [to 06 Apr 2024]
https://www.iapo.org.uk/news

Press and media [Selected]

No new digest announcements identified.

International Generic and Biosimilar Medicines Association [IGBA]
https://www.igbamedicines.org/

News

No new digest announcements identified.

PhRMA [to 06 Apr 2024]
http://www.phrma.org/

Press Releases

No new digest announcements identified.

Vaccines/Therapeutics/Medicines — Selected Developer/Manufacturer Announcements

AstraZeneca
Press Releases _ - No new digest announcements identified.

Bharat Biotech
Press Releases
Bharat Biotech and Bilthoven Biologicals B.V. Announce Collaboration to Produce and
Supply Oral Polio Vaccines

Hyderabad, India / Netherlands, 2nd April 2024: Bharat Biotech, a global leader in vaccine and
biotherapeutic innovation, also the largest manufacturer of oral polio vaccines, and Bilthoven
Biologicals B.V., (BBio), a wholly owned subsidiary of Serum Institute of India Private Limited, based
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in Netherlands, announced a collaboration today, to further strengthen the production and supply
security of Oral Polio Vaccines (OPV).
A requisite Agreement has been signed between BBIL and BBio wherein BBIL will procure drug
substances for the production of oral polio vaccines to be supplied within India and globally.
Through this collaboration, BBIL and BBio will jointly obtain the regulatory approvals and licenses
required to commercially manufacture OPVs in India for global supplies from drug substances
manufactured in the Netherlands at Bilthoven Biologicals...

BioCubaFarma - Cuba
Ultimas Noticias - No new digest announcements identified

Biological E
News - No new digest announcements identified.

BioNTech
Press Releases - No new digest announcements identified.

Boehringer
Press Releases - No new digest announcements identified.

CanSinoBIO
News - Website not responding at inquiry

CIGB
Latest News - No new digest announcements identified.

Cinnagen
Recent News - No new digest announcements identified.

Clover Biopharmaceuticals — China
News - No new digest announcements identified.

Curevac [Bayer Ag — Germany]

News

April 4, 2024

CureVac Announces Promising Phase 2 Interim Data from Seasonal Influenza Vaccine

Development Program in Collaboration with GSK

- Seasonal flu vaccine candidate boosted antibody titers at all dose levels and for all encoded
seasonal influenza strains across younger and older adults

- Potentially differentiated, multivalent candidate encodes antigens matched to all four WHO-
recommended flu strains

- For influenza A strains, geometric mean titers numerically exceeded those elicited by the
licensed comparator vaccines consistently across all tested dose levels and age groups

- For influenza B strains, geometric mean titers were lower than those elicited by the licensed
comparator vaccines, in line with expectations and other initial mMRNA-based clinical flu
development programs

- Further optimizations to enhance immune responses against influenza B strains will be tested in
additional Phase 2 study

- Candidate showed acceptable safety profile, confirming previous findings that the proprietary
platform elicits strong overall antibody titers at well-tolerated dose levels

Gamaleya National Center/Sputnik
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Latest News and Events - No new dligest announcements identified
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GSK
Press releases for media - No new digest announcements identified

IMBCAMS, China
Home - Website not responding at inquiry.

Janssen/JNJ]
Press Releases - No new digest announcements identified.

Merck
News releases - No new digest announcements identified.

Moderna
Press Releases - No new digest announcements identified

Nanogen
News - No new digest announcements identified

Novartis
News - No new digest announcements identified.

Novavax

Press Releases

Apr 1, 2024 Press release

Novavax Presents Data on Updated COVID-19 Vaccine and Progress to Date on its

COVID-19-Influenza Combination Vaccine Candidate at World Vaccine Congress 2024

Pfizer
Recent Press Releases - No new digest announcements identified.

R-Pharm
https://rpharm-us.com/index.php
[No news or media page identified]

Sanofi Pasteur
Press Releases - No new digest announcements identified

Serum Institute of India

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Tuesday, April 02, 2024

Bharat Biotech and Bilthoven Biologicals B.V. Announce Collaboration to Produce and

Supply Oral Polio Vaccines

Sinopharm/WIBPBIBP
News - No new digest announcements identified [English translation function not operating]

Sinovac
Press Releases - No new digest announcements identified.
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SK Biosciences
Press Releases

Takeda
Newsroom - No new digest announcements identified.

Valneva
Press Releases - No new digest announcements identified.

Vector State Research Centre of Viralogy and Biotechnology
Home - Website not responding [404 error]

WestVac Biopharma
Media - No new digest announcements identified.

Zhifei Longcom, China
[Anhui Zhifei Longcom Biologic Pharmacy Co., Ltd.]
Website [No News/Announcements page identified]
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Journal Watch

Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review continues its weekly scanning of key peer-
reviewed journals to identify and cite articles, commentary and editorials, books reviews and other
content supporting our focus on vaccine ethics and policy. Journal Watch is not intended to be
exhaustive, but indicative of themes and issues the Center is actively tracking. We selectively
provide full text of some editorial and comment articles that are specifically relevant to our work.
Successful access to some of the links provided may require subscription or other access

arrangement unique to the publisher.

If you would like to suggest other journal titles to include in this service, please contact David

Curry at: david.r.curry@centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.org

AJOB Empirical Bioethics

Volume 15, 2023 Issue 1
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uabr21/current
[Reviewed earlier]

AMA Journal of Ethics
Volume 26, Number 3: E195-273 Mar 2024
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https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/issue/critical-pedagogies-health-professions-education
Psychiatric Inpatient Environmental Architecture

Inpatient psychiatric units designed to reduce patients’ risk of harm to self or others can
compromise patients’ comfort. Some environmental modifications prioritize safety by limiting
patients’ access to personal items. This set of clinical phenomena is not ethically neutral and should
prompt us to carefully consider when and how patients’ experiences of their care environments
undermine therapeutic goals of their hospitalizations. This theme issue investigates which criteria we
should use to assess and evaluate patients’ risk of harm to self or others and which values we
should rely upon to guide which iatrogenic harm risks we accept as products or byproducts of
clinical and organizational environmental designs.
[Reviewed earlier]

American Journal of Human Genetics
Apr 04, 2024 Volume 111 Issue 4 p621-806
https://www.cell.com/ajhg/current
Editors' Corner
Guidance on use of race, ethnicity, and geographic origin as proxies for genetic ancestry
groups in biomedical publications
W. Gregory Feero, et al.

In March 2023, the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine (NASEM) released
a consensus study report titled Using Population Descriptors in Genetics and Genomics Research.1
Sponsored by the US National Institutes of Health, the report is more than a discussion of the use of
terminology; the authors of the NASEM report suggest a tectonic shift away from current models
that use race, ethnicity, and geographic origin as proxies for genetic ancestry groups (i.e., a set of
individuals who share more similar genetic ancestries) in genetic and genomic science.

This Month in The Journal
Alyson B. Barnes, Kylee L. Spencer, Sara B. Cullinan

Although the detrimental effects of smoking on human health are well documented, our
understanding of these effects at a molecular level remains incomplete. In recent years, many
studies have identified associations between smoking and changes in DNA methylation, an
epigenetic mark that modulates gene expression. Most of these analyses have utilized the most
widely available biological sample: blood. In this issue, Li et al. leverage data from the Genotype-
Tissue Expression (GTEXx) project to explore how smoking alters DNA methylation and gene
expression across a range of tissues.

American Journal of Infection Control
March 2024 Volume 52 Issue 3 p261-380
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current
[Reviewed earlier]

American Journal of Preventive Medicine
March 2024 Volume 66 Issue 3 p389-572
https://www.ajpmonline.org/current
[Reviewed earlier]

American Journal of Public Health
March 2024 114(3)
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[Reviewed earlier]

American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene

Volume 110 (2024): Issue 3 (Mar 2024)
https://www.ajtmh.org/view/journals/tpmd/110/2/tpmd.110.issue-3.xml
[Reviewed earlier]

Annals of Internal Medicine

March 2024 Volume 177, Issue 3
https://www.acpjournals.org/toc/aim/current
[Reviewed earlier]

Artificial Intelligence — An International Journal

Volume 328 March 2024
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/artificial-intelligence/vol/328/suppl/C
[Reviewed earlier]

BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/
(Accessed 06 Apr 2024)

[No new digest content identified]

BMC Health Services Research
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content
(Accessed 06 Apr 2024)

[No new digest content identified]

BMC Infectious Diseases

http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content

(Accessed 06 Apr 2024)

An evaluation of the cost of human papilloma virus (HPV) vaccine delivery in Zambia
Human papillomavirus (HPV) is a common sexually transmitted infection and the leading cause of
cervical cancer. The HPV vaccine is a safe and effective way to prevent HPV infection. In Zambia,
the vaccine is g...

Authors: Moses C Simuyemba, Chitalu M Chama-Chiliba, Abson Chompolola, Aaron Sinyangwe,
Abdallah Bchir, Gilbert Asiimwe, Carla Chibwesha and Felix Masiye

Citation: BMC Infectious Diseases 2024 24:369

Content type: Research Published on: 2 April 2024

BMC Maedical Ethics
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content
(Accessed 06 Apr 2024)

[No new digest content identified]
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BMC Maedicine
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content
(Accessed 06 Apr 2024)

[No new digest content identified]

BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content
(Accessed 06 Apr 2024)

[No new digest content identified]

BMC Public Health

http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles

(Accessed 06 Apr 2024)

Adaptation and application of the Parent Attitudes About Childhood Vaccines survey tool
in the Viethamese language: a cross-sectional study

Parental vaccine hesitancy could lead to outbreaks of vaccine-preventable diseases. Although
parental vaccine hesitancy exists in the Vietnamese community, no research has directly
Investigated this social phe...

Authors: Bao Quy Quoc Truong, Ken Ing Cherng Ong, Akira Shibanuma, Junko Kiriya and Masamine
Jimba

Citation: BMC Public Health 2024 24:946

Content type: Research Published on: 2 April 2024

BMC Research Notes
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content
(Accessed 06 Apr 2024)

[No new digest content identified]

BMJ Evidence-Based Medicine
April 2024 - Volume 29 - 2
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50th Anniversary
Five decades of advances in cancer research
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Over the past 50 years, our understanding of cancer has evolved from its viral origin to a complex
systemic disease. Along the way, improved diagnosis and therapeutics saved millions of lives. To
mark Cell’s 50th anniversary, this focus issue envisions a future where all cancers are preventable,
manageable, and even curable.
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_ The Digital Medical Products Act (Act No. 20139) was published in Gwanbo, South Korea’s official
gazette, on January 23, 2024. Most provisions of the act will take effect one year after the
publication. (Digital Medical Products Act, Supp. Provisions art. 1.) The new act aims to secure the
safety and effectiveness of digital medical products and promote quality improvement by prescribing
matters necessary for handling, managing, manufacturing, and importing digital medical products.
(Digital Medical Products Act art. 1.)
Main Contents of the Act

Digital medical products include digital medical devices, digital convergence medicines, and digital
medical or health support devices. (Art. 2.) The act requires the minister of food and drug safety
(MFDS) to conduct safety management of digital medical products in accordance with differences in
their purpose, function, and potential risks to the human body. The MFDS is also to classify and rate
digital medical products. (Art. 3.)

The MFDS is to establish and implement a comprehensive plan for digital medical product safety
management every three years as well as establish an annual implementation plan. (Art. 6.)...
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Use of qualitative research in World Health Organisation guidelines: a document

analysis
Guidelines depend on effect estimates, usually derived from randomised controlled trials, to inform

their decisions. Qualitative research evidence may improve decisions made but where in the process
and the methods to do this have not been so clearly established. We sought to describe and
appraise how qualitative research has been used to inform World Heath Organization guidance since
2020.
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The Lancet Commissions

Under threat: the International AIDS Society—Lancet Commission on Health and Human
Rights

Chris Beyrer,e al.

... The International AIDS Society—Lancet Commission on Health and Human Rights, launched in
2021, has studied the state of health and human rights, explored the reasons for global
backtracking on health and human rights, and developed recommendations for renewing and
updating the health and human paradigm at a time of major technological, political, and social
transformations. The 23 Commissioners—who include health practitioners, academic experts,
researchers, and civil society representatives with expertise in various disciplines, including
medicine, infectious diseases, women's health, mental health, epidemiology, mathematical
modelling, law, international human rights, climate, migration, history, and anthropology—reside
and have expertise in a broad array of geographical regions. The Commission reviewed available
evidence and developed actionable recommendations in eight different health and human rights
domains (pandemics and access to essential interventions; the climate crisis and health and rights;
displacement, migration, refugees, and conflict; structural racism, inequity, and discrimination
against marginalised groups; sexual and reproductive health and rights; misinformation,
disinformation, and the right to benefit from accurate scientific information; artificial intelligence;
and the economic and commercial elements of the right to health). These domain-specific reviews
were guided and informed by a socioecological model, which described the complex relationship
among the factors that affect health and human rights and posited human dignity as the basis
underlying all human rights. Modelling exercises were commissioned to assess the harms associated
with human rights violations and the positive public health effect of various policy and programmatic
innovations based on human rights approaches. Due to their cross-cutting nature, gender and
criminalisation (eg, of personal drug use, one or more aspects of sex work, consensual same-sex
relations) were mainstreamed across all eight thematic domains...
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Treating Acute Covid-19 — Final Chapters Still Unwritten
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NEJM Evidence, a new monthly digital journal from NEJM Group, presents innovative original
research and fresh, bold ideas in clinical trial design and clinical decision-making.
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Vaccine Effectiveness Against Long COVID in Children
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State-of-the-Art Review
A Communication and Decision-Making Framework for Pediatric Precision Medicine

Brittany L. Greene, MD, MA; Abby R. Rosenberg, MD, MS, MA; Jonathan M. Marron, MD, MPH
Abstract

Advances in genomic testing have been pivotal in moving childhood cancer care forward, with
genomic testing now a standard diagnostic tool for many children, adolescents, and young adults
with cancer. Beyond oncology, the role of genomic testing in pediatric research and clinical care is
growing, including for children with developmental differences, cardiac abnormalities, and epilepsy.
Despite more standard use in their patients, pediatricians have limited guidance on how to
communicate this complex information or how to engage parents in decisions related to precision
medicine. Drawing from empirical work in pediatric informed consent and existing models of shared
decision-making, we use pediatric precision cancer medicine as a case study to propose a
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conceptual framework to approach communication and decision-making about genomic testing in
pediatrics. The framework relies on identifying the type of genomic testing, its intended role, and its
anticipated implications to inform the scope of information delivered and the parents’ role in
decision-making (leading to shared decision-making along a continuum from clinician-guided to
parent-guided). This type of framework rests on practices known to be standard in other complex
decision-making but also integrates unique features of genomic testing and precision medicine. With
the increasing prominence of genomics and precision medicine in pediatrics, with our
communication and decision-making framework, we aim to guide clinicians to better support their
pediatric patients and their parents in making informed, goal-concordant decisions throughout their
care trajectory.
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Abstract

Two novel vaccines against malaria are proposed as a complementary control tool to prevent and
reduce Plasmodium falciparum related disease and death in under-five children from moderate to
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high malaria transmission regions. The Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) has committed to
eradicate malaria
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Abstract

Since its release at the end of 2022, ChatGPT has seen a tremendous rise in attention, not only from
the general public, but also from medical researchers and healthcare professionals. ChatGPT
definitely changed the way we can communicate now with computers. We still remember the
limitations of (voice) assistants, like Alexa or Siri, that were “overwhelmed” by a follow-up question
after asking about the weather, not to mention even more complex questions, which they could not
handle at all. ChatGPT and other Large Language Models (LLMs) turned that in the meantime upside
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down. They allow fluent and continuous conversations on a human-like level with very complex
sentences and diffused in the meantime into all kinds of applications and areas. One area that was
not spared from this development, is the medical domain. An indicator for this is the medical search
engine PubMed, which comprises currently more than 36 million citations for biomedical literature
from MEDLINE, life science journals, and online books. As of March 2024, the search term
“ChatGPT" already returns over 2,700 results. In general, it takes some time, until reviews, and
especially systematic reviews appear for a “new” topic or discovery. However, not for ChatGPT, and
the additional search restriction to “systematic review” for article type under PubMed, returns still 31
contributions, as of March 19 2024. After filtering out non-systematic reviews from the returned
results, 19 publications are included. In this meta-review, we want to take a closer look at these
contributions on a higher level and explore the current evidence of ChatGPT in the medical domain,
because systematic reviews belong to the highest form of knowledge in science.
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The Emerging Role of ISO 42001 Certification in Fostering the Deployment of
Responsible Generative AI Healthcare Solutions

Fabio A. Thiers and Zach Harned
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Abstract

The growing excitement about the potential positive impact of generative Al (GenAlI) solutions in
healthcare has been tempered by uncertainty on how to ensure that such solutions are deployed
safely and effectively. A core issue is that the current product-centric regulatory oversight model
does not apply well to a technology that adapts to the operating environment and becomes
enmeshed with medical practice in a non-deterministic manner. This difficulty has led to the
development of alternate approaches to foster the responsible deployment of GenAlI solutions that
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are focused on the organizations developing and using the technology, as they are uniquely
positioned to prevent and quickly address issues as they occur. One emerging approach is via the
certification with the ISO 42001 standard, which defines the structure for auditable Al Management
Systems (AIMS) in organizations developing and/or deploying Al solutions. The process of ISO
42001 certification can enable healthcare organizations to build adaptive and auditable AIMS that
mitigate risks while supporting the deployment of trustworthy AI. The wide adoption of ISO 42001
certification by healthcare organizations would allow for the utilization of beneficial GenAI solutions
while potentially facilitating the performance of oversight functions by regulators and payers. This
article introduces the ISO 42001 implementation process in healthcare organizations and describes
the next steps in the operationalization of this new GenAl risk mitigation approach.
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REVISED- The PRECISE-DYAD protocol: linking maternal and infant health trajectories
in sub-Saharan Africa
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Rachel Craik, et al. and The PRECISE-DYAD Network

Abstract

Background

PRECISE-DYAD is an observational cohort study of mother-child dyads running in urban and rural
communities in The Gambia and Kenya. The cohort is being followed for two years and includes
uncomplicated pregnancies and those that suffered pregnancy hypertension, fetal growth restriction,
preterm birth, and/or stillbirth.
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