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Milestones, Perspectives 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
WHA 
 
Seventy-seventh World Health Assembly  #WHA77 
   The Seventy-seventh World Health Assembly is being held in Geneva, Switzerland, on 27 May – 1 
June 2024. The theme of this year’s Health Assembly is: All for Health, Health for All. Proceedings will 
be webcast live from this web page. 
 
WHA77 Documents [selected documents at 18 May 2024] 
A77/1 
Provisional agenda 
 
A77/4 
Consolidated report by the Director-General 
 
A77/5 
Antimicrobial resistance: accelerating national and global responses 
WHO strategic and operational priorities to address drug-resistant bacterial infections in the human 
health sector, 2025–2035 
 
A77/6 
Global technical strategy and targets for malaria 2016–2030 
 
A77/7 
Public health emergencies: preparedness and response 
The Independent Oversight and Advisory Committee for the WHO Health Emergencies Programme 
 
A77/8 
A77/8 Add.1 
A77/8 Add.2 
A77/8 Add.3 
A77/8 Add.4 
Implementation of the International Health Regulations (2005) 
 
A77/11 
WHO’s work in health emergencies 
Public health emergencies: preparedness and response 
 
A77/12 
WHO’s work in health emergencies 
Health conditions in the occupied Palestinian territory, including east Jerusalem 
 
A77/13 
Implementation of resolution WHA75.11 (2022) 
 

https://www.who.int/about/accountability/governance/world-health-assembly/seventy-seventh
https://www.who.int/about/accountability/governance/world-health-assembly/seventy-seventh
https://www.who.int/about/accountability/governance/world-health-assembly/seventy-seventh
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA77/A77_1-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA77/A77_4-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA77/A77_5-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA77/A77_6-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA77/A77_7-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA77/A77_8-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA77/A77_8Add1-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA77/A77_8Add2-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA77/A77_8Add3-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA77/A77_8Add4-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA77/A77_11-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA77/A77_12-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA77/A77_13-en.pdf


 
 

 
A77/18 
Health conditions in the occupied Palestinian territory, including east Jerusalem, and in the occupied 
Syrian Golan 
   Summary of support and health-related technical assistance to the Palestinian people in the occupied 
Palestinian territory, including east Jerusalem, in the period from 1 January to 7 October 2023 
… 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
IHR Revisions – Status 
 
Ground-breaking progress made in Member State negotiations on amendments to the 
International Health Regulations (IHR) 
18 May 2024   News release 

In an historic milestone for global public health, State Parties today agreed in principle on a 
large, ground-breaking package of amendments to the International Health Regulations 
(2005). These amendments build on over 300 proposals made by countries in the wake of the COVID-
19 pandemic. They set out to improve the ability of countries to prepare for, detect and respond to 
Public Health Emergencies of International Concern (PHEICs), and will be part of a package to be 
put forward to the World Health Assembly (WHA). The WHA takes place from 27 May–1 
June 2024. Negotiators will meet again next week to wrap up their work on the few remaining issues 
that need to be finalised.  

The IHR, which were first adopted by the World Health Assembly in 1969 and last revised 
in 2005, were conceived to maximize collective efforts to manage public health events while at the 
same time minimizing their disruption to travel and trade. They have 196 State Parties, comprising all 
194 WHO Member States plus Liechtenstein and the Holy See. These Parties have led the process to 
amend the IHR through the Working Group on Amendments to the International Health Regulations 
(2005) (WGIHR). Today marked the end of the resumed session of the eighth meeting of the WGIHR.   

This process has been running in parallel to an intergovernmental process to develop an 
international agreement on pandemic prevention, preparedness and response.  

The draft pandemic agreement, with its own Member State-led negotiating process which 
resumes on 20 May, is also due to go to the World Health Assembly. 

“The International Health Regulations have served the world well for nearly 20 years but our collective 
experience in using this vital tool for the management of multiple public health emergencies, including 
the COVID-19 pandemic, has demonstrated important areas in which they could be strengthened for 
the benefit of all 196 State Parties,” said Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO Director-General. 
“This is historic. Countries have come together around improved international mechanisms to protect 
every person in the world and future generations from the impact of epidemics and pandemics, with a 
commitment to equity and solidarity. I thank all the Member States for their unswerving dedication.”… 

A potential new pandemic agreement and the amended IHRs would be complementary 
international instruments designed and negotiated by Member States to help countries 
protect their peoples better from future pandemic threats. The IHRs focus on building 
countries’ capacities to detect and respond to public health events which could take on international 

https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA77/A77_18-en.pdf
https://www.who.int/news/item/18-05-2024-ground-breaking-progress-made-in-member-state-negotiations-on-amendments-to-the-international-health-regulations-(ihr)
https://www.who.int/news/item/18-05-2024-ground-breaking-progress-made-in-member-state-negotiations-on-amendments-to-the-international-health-regulations-(ihr)
https://www.who.int/news/item/18-05-2024-ground-breaking-progress-made-in-member-state-negotiations-on-amendments-to-the-international-health-regulations-(ihr)
https://www.who.int/news/item/18-05-2024-ground-breaking-progress-made-in-member-state-negotiations-on-amendments-to-the-international-health-regulations-(ihr)
https://www.who.int/about/accountability/governance/world-health-assembly/seventy-seventh
https://www.who.int/about/accountability/governance/world-health-assembly/seventy-seventh
https://www.who.int/teams/ihr/working-group-on-amendments-to-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)
https://www.who.int/teams/ihr/working-group-on-amendments-to-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2024/05/16/default-calendar/eighth-meeting-of-the-working-group-on-amendments-to-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-resumed
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2024/05/16/default-calendar/eighth-meeting-of-the-working-group-on-amendments-to-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-resumed
https://inb.who.int/
https://inb.who.int/


 
 

dimensions, whilst the draft pandemic accord focuses on a coordinated international response to 
pandemics, with equitable access to vaccines, therapeutics and diagnostics at the centre. 

:: Working Group on Amendments to the International Health Regulations (2005) 
:: WGHIR documentation 
:: Questions and answers on the amendments to the International Health Regulations 
:: International Health Regulations (2005) 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Dengue 
 
WHO prequalifies new dengue vaccine 
15 May 2024   News release 
A new vaccine for dengue received prequalification from the World Health Organization (WHO) on 10 
May 2024.  
 
TAK-003 is the second dengue vaccine to be prequalified by WHO. Developed by Takeda, it 
is a live-attenuated vaccine containing weakened versions of the four serotypes of the 
virus that cause dengue.  
 
WHO recommends the use of TAK-003 in children aged 6–16 years in settings with high dengue 
burden and transmission intensity. The vaccine should be administered in a 2-dose schedule with a 3-
month interval between doses.  
 
“The prequalification of TAK-003 is an important step in the expansion of global access to dengue 
vaccines, as it is now eligible for procurement by UN agencies including UNICEF and PAHO,” said Dr 
Rogerio Gaspar, WHO Director for Regulation and Prequalification.  “With only two dengue 
vaccines to date prequalified, we look forward to more vaccine developers coming forward 
for assessment, so that we can ensure vaccines reach all communities who need it.” 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Cholera 
 
Multi-country outbreak of cholera, External situation report #14 - 16 May 2024  
Overview  
From 1 January 2024 to 28 April 2024, a cumulative total of 145 900 cholera cases and 
1766 deaths were reported from 24 countries across five WHO regions, with the African 
Region recording the highest numbers, followed by the Eastern Mediterranean Region, the Region of 
the Americas, the South-East Asia Region, and the European Region. No outbreaks were reported in 
the Western Pacific Region during this time. 
 
The cholera response continues to be affected by a critical shortage of Oral Cholera 
Vaccines (OCV). Since January 2023, OCV requests have surged, with 82 million doses 
requested by 15 countries, nearly double the 46 million doses produced during this period. 
The global stockpile of vaccines was depleted until early March. As of 6 May 2024, the stockpile has 3.2 
million doses, which is below the global stockpile target of five million doses.    

https://www.who.int/teams/ihr/working-group-on-amendments-to-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)
https://apps.who.int/gb/wgihr/e/e_wgihr-8.html
https://www.who.int/news-room/questions-and-answers/item/international-health-regulations-amendments
https://www.who.int/health-topics/international-health-regulations
Related
Multi-country%20outbreak%20of%20cholera,%20External%20situation%20report%20#14 - 16 May 2024


 
 

 
WHO classified the global resurgence of cholera as a grade 3 emergency in January 2023, its highest 
internal level for emergencies. Based on the number of outbreaks and their geographic expansion, 
alongside the shortage of vaccines and other resources, WHO re-assed the risk at the global level as 
very high and the event remains classified as a grade 3 emergency.   
 

The dynamics of cholera outbreaks are increasingly complex due to factors that transcend 
national boundaries, such as population mobility, natural disasters, and climate change. 
Inadequate disease surveillance at border areas and limited awareness in cholera-affected 
communities are also contributing factors. To address these challenges, countries must 
prioritize cross-border collaboration by establishing real-time data sharing mechanisms, 
harmonizing surveillance systems, pooling resources, and implementing joint preparedness and 
response interventions.  

 
We would like to have your response for the following end-user survey on external 
situation report for multi-country outbreak of  
cholera: https://extranet.who.int/dataformv3/index.php/458396?lang=en  
 
Cholera upsurge (2021-present): https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/cholera-upsurge/  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 

Polio – PHEIC 
 
Polio this week as of 15 May 2024 - GPEI 
Headlines 
:: The GPEI is seeking experts to serve in the Advisory Group on Sabin-IPV and Polio VLP Vaccine 
Development. Here are the terms of reference. 
:: On 4 May, Rotary International presented its Polio Eradication Champion Award to French President 
Emmanuel Macron in recognition of France’s significant role in the global effort to eradicate polio. The 
ceremony was a feature of the Rotary Day event at UNESCO, centered on education and peace. Read 
more… 
:: WPV1 outbreak in south-eastern Africa successfully stopped:  Following thorough assessments in 
Malawi and Mozambique, an independent Polio Outbreak Response Assessment Team (OBRA) today 
recommended the closure of the wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) outbreak in Malawi and Mozambique, 
marking a significant milestone in the fight against polio in the African region.  Read more. 
:: John Sever, a champion of polio eradication, dies.  An infectious disease specialist and champion of 
Rotary’s polio eradication programme, he passed away on 25 April, aged 92.  For more information, 
including how to make a contribution to PolioPlus in his memory, please click here. 
 
Summary of new polioviruses this week, cases and positive environmental isolates: 
- Afghanistan: one WPV1 case and two WPV1-positive environmental samples 
- Pakistan: 26 WPV1-positive environmental samples 
- Côte d’Ivoire: four cVDPV2-positive environmental samples 
- Nigeria: five cVDPV2 cases 
- Yemen: two cVDPV2 cases 
 
:::::: 

https://extranet.who.int/dataformv3/index.php/458396?lang=en
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/cholera-upsurge
https://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
https://polioeradication.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Call-for-nomination-of-experts-to-serve-in-the-AG-for-sIPV-and-VLP-Vaccine-Development_TOR.pdf
https://www.rotary.org/en/rotary-recognizes-president-emmanuel-macron-frances-commitment-polio-free-world
https://www.rotary.org/en/rotary-recognizes-president-emmanuel-macron-frances-commitment-polio-free-world
https://polioeradication.org/news-post/timely-outbreak-response-enhanced-surveillance-halts-wild-poliovirus-transmission-in-southern-africa/
https://www.rotary.org/en/john-sever-champion-polio-eradication-dies
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::::::  
:::::: 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 18 May 2024]  
https://www.who.int/news 
Selected News/Announcements/Statements 
18 May 2024   News release 
Ground-breaking progress made in Member State negotiations on amendments to the 
International Health Regulations (IHR) 
 
17 May 2024   News release 
WHO updates list of drug-resistant bacteria most threatening to human health 
 
15 May 2024   News release 
WHO prequalifies new dengue vaccine 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region  
:: 14 May 2024  
Timely outbreak response, enhanced surveillance halts wild poliovirus transmission in 
Southern Africa  
   Following thorough assessments in Malawi and Mozambique, an independent Polio Outbreak 
Response Assessment Team (OBRA) today recommended the closure of the wild poliovirus type 1 
(WPV1) outbreak in Malawi and Mozambique, marking a significant milestone in the fight against polio 
in the African region…. 
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
:: 15 May 2024  
Director of PAHO presents his 2023 Annual Report to the OAS, highlights achievements 
and challenges in health for the Americas 
   Washington, D.C., May 15, 2024 (PAHO)– The Director of the Pan American Health Organization 
(PAHO), Jarbas Barbosa, today presented his 2023 Annual Report to the Permanent Council of the 
Organization of American States (OAS), in Washington, D.C. The document reflects the achievements 
made in the region during the past year and highlights the… 
:: 14 May 2024  
GAFFI and PAHO Join Forces to Combat Fungal Disease in Latin America and the Caribbean  
   May 14, 2024 - The Global Action Fund for Fungal Infections (GAFFI) and the Pan American Health 
Organization (PAHO) have recently signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to work together to 

https://www.who.int/news
https://www.who.int/news/item/18-05-2024-ground-breaking-progress-made-in-member-state-negotiations-on-amendments-to-the-international-health-regulations-(ihr)
https://www.who.int/news/item/18-05-2024-ground-breaking-progress-made-in-member-state-negotiations-on-amendments-to-the-international-health-regulations-(ihr)
https://www.who.int/news/item/18-05-2024-ground-breaking-progress-made-in-member-state-negotiations-on-amendments-to-the-international-health-regulations-(ihr)
https://www.who.int/news/item/18-05-2024-ground-breaking-progress-made-in-member-state-negotiations-on-amendments-to-the-international-health-regulations-(ihr)
https://www.who.int/news/item/17-05-2024-who-updates-list-of-drug-resistant-bacteria-most-threatening-to-human-health
https://www.who.int/news/item/17-05-2024-who-updates-list-of-drug-resistant-bacteria-most-threatening-to-human-health
https://www.who.int/news/item/17-05-2024-who-updates-list-of-drug-resistant-bacteria-most-threatening-to-human-health
https://www.who.int/news/item/17-05-2024-who-updates-list-of-drug-resistant-bacteria-most-threatening-to-human-health
https://www.who.int/news/item/15-05-2024-who-prequalifies-new-dengue-vaccine
https://www.who.int/news/item/15-05-2024-who-prequalifies-new-dengue-vaccine
https://www.who.int/news/item/15-05-2024-who-prequalifies-new-dengue-vaccine
https://www.who.int/news/item/15-05-2024-who-prequalifies-new-dengue-vaccine
http://www.afro.who.int/
https://www.afro.who.int/news/timely-outbreak-response-enhanced-surveillance-halts-wild-poliovirus-transmission-southern
https://www.afro.who.int/news/timely-outbreak-response-enhanced-surveillance-halts-wild-poliovirus-transmission-southern
https://www.paho.org/en/news/news-releases
https://www.paho.org/en/news/15-5-2024-director-paho-presents-his-2023-annual-report-oas-highlights-achievements-and
https://www.paho.org/en/news/15-5-2024-director-paho-presents-his-2023-annual-report-oas-highlights-achievements-and
https://www.paho.org/en/news/14-5-2024-gaffi-and-paho-join-forces-combat-fungal-disease-latin-america-and-caribbean


 
 

improve the diagnosis and treatment of fungal diseases.The agreement, which formalizes years of 
successful collaboration between the two agencies to improve… 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
::  16 May 2024  News release 
Primary health care in Ukraine: improving health services amid the war and beyond 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region   EMRO 
:: WHO swiftly delivers 7 metric tonnes of medical supplies to flood-hit northern 
Afghanistan  
12 May 2024 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO - Emergency situation reports 
Latest WHO official reports for emergency situations. 
 
Multi-country outbreak of cholera, External situation report #14 - 16 May 2024  
 
WHO's Operational Update on Health Emergencies - April 2024  
 
:::::: 
 
Disease Outbreak News (DONs)  
Latest WHO Disease Outbreak News (DONs), providing information on confirmed acute public health 
events or potential events of concern.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Weekly Epidemiological Record 
https://www.who.int/publications/journals/weekly-epidemiological-record 
Vol. 99, No. 19, pp. 225–248  10 May 2024 
https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/376738/WER9919-eng-fre.pdf 
:: Malaria vaccines: WHO position paper 
 

:::::: 
 
New WHO Publications        
https://www.who.int/publications/i 
Selected 
17 May 2024  
COVID-19 epidemiological update – 17 May 2024 
 

https://www.who.int/southeastasia
https://www.who.int/europe/home?v=welcome
https://www.who.int/europe/news/item/16-05-2024-primary-health-care-in-ukraine--improving-health-services-amid-the-war-and-beyond
https://www.who.int/europe/news/item/16-05-2024-primary-health-care-in-ukraine--improving-health-services-amid-the-war-and-beyond
https://www.emro.who.int/index.html
http://www.emro.who.int/afg/afghanistan-news/who-swiftly-delivers-7-metric-tonnes-of-medical-supplies-to-flood-hit-northern-afghanistan.html?ver=nahed
http://www.emro.who.int/afg/afghanistan-news/who-swiftly-delivers-7-metric-tonnes-of-medical-supplies-to-flood-hit-northern-afghanistan.html?ver=nahed
https://www.who.int/westernpacific
https://www.who.int/westernpacific
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situation-reports
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/multi-country-outbreak-of-cholera--external-situation-report--14---16-may-2024
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/multi-country-outbreak-of-cholera--external-situation-report--14---16-may-2024
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/who-s-operational-update-on-health-emergencies---april-2024
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/who-s-operational-update-on-health-emergencies---april-2024
https://www.who.int/emergencies/disease-outbreak-news
https://www.who.int/publications/journals/weekly-epidemiological-record
https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/376738/WER9919-eng-fre.pdf
https://www.who.int/publications/i
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/covid-19-epidemiological-update-edition-167
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/covid-19-epidemiological-update-edition-167


 
 

17 May 2024  
2024-2025 Evaluation: update and proposed workplan  (EB154/31) 
 
17 May 2024  
Evaluation of WHO's normative function at the country level: evaluation brief 
 
17 May 2024  
Comparative study of WHO evaluation function with selected UN entities: evaluation brief 
 
17 May 2024  
Comparative study of WHO evaluation function with selected UN entities: executive 
summary 
 
16 May 2024  
Somalia Polio Transition Snapshot 
 
16 May 2024  
Multi-country outbreak of cholera, External situation report #14 - 16 May 2024 
 
16 May 2024  
Principal Risks 
 
15 May 2024  
WHO's Operational Update on Health Emergencies - April 2024 
 
15 May 2024  
Influenza Update N° 475 
  
14 May 2024  
2024 Evaluation Annual Report (EN155/4) 
 
14 May 2024  
Preliminary evaluation of the WHO Special Programme on Primary Health Care: evaluation 
brief 
 
::::::   
::::::   
 
USA – HHS, FDA, CDC  
 
HHS 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
FDA 
Press Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
FDA VRBPAC 
Advisory Committee Calendar 

https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/2024-2025-evaluation--update-and-proposed-workplan--(eb154-31)
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/2024-2025-evaluation--update-and-proposed-workplan--(eb154-31)
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/evaluation-of-who-s-normative-function-at-the-country-level--evaluation-brief
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/evaluation-of-who-s-normative-function-at-the-country-level--evaluation-brief
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/comparative-study-of-who-evaluation-function-with-selected-un-entities--evaluation-brief
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/comparative-study-of-who-evaluation-function-with-selected-un-entities--evaluation-brief
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/comparative-study-of-who-evaluation-function-with-selected-un-entities--executive-summary
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/comparative-study-of-who-evaluation-function-with-selected-un-entities--executive-summary
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/comparative-study-of-who-evaluation-function-with-selected-un-entities--executive-summary
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/comparative-study-of-who-evaluation-function-with-selected-un-entities--executive-summary
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/somalia-polio-transition-snapshot
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/somalia-polio-transition-snapshot
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/multi-country-outbreak-of-cholera--external-situation-report--14---16-may-2024
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/multi-country-outbreak-of-cholera--external-situation-report--14---16-may-2024
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/principal-risks
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/principal-risks
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/who-s-operational-update-on-health-emergencies---april-2024
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/who-s-operational-update-on-health-emergencies---april-2024
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/influenza-update-n--475
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/influenza-update-n--475
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/2024-evaluation-annual-report-(en155-4)
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/2024-evaluation-annual-report-(en155-4)
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/preliminary-evaluation-of-the-who-special-programme-on-primary-health-care--evaluation-brief
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/preliminary-evaluation-of-the-who-special-programme-on-primary-health-care--evaluation-brief
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/preliminary-evaluation-of-the-who-special-programme-on-primary-health-care--evaluation-brief
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/preliminary-evaluation-of-the-who-special-programme-on-primary-health-care--evaluation-brief
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/index.html
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/fda-newsroom/press-announcements
https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/advisory-committee-calendar


 
 

Vaccines and Related Biological Products Advisory Committee May 16, 2024 Meeting 
Announcement - 05/16/2024 
- Event Materials. 
 
CDC/ACIP [U.S.] [to 18 May 2024] 
http://www.cdc.gov/media/index.html 
Latest News Releases 
CDC Releases Guidance for Preventing Spread of Infections in Schools to Keep Children 
Healthy and Learning 
Press Release 
   Today, CDC released consolidated, evidence-based guidance for preventing the spread of infections 
in K-12 schools. The guidance includes everyday actions that schools can take to prevent and control 
the spread of respiratory and stomach viruses, such as influenza and norovirus, and bacterial illness, 
such as strep throat. This guidance is designed to maximize school attendance and its benefits for all 
students, while also preventing the spread of infectious diseases. Being in school provides many 
benefits, including ongoing learning and social and emotional development… 
 
ACIP Meetings 
Next ACIP Meeting 
June 26-28 
 
MMWR  Weekly 
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/index2023.html 
May 16, 2024 / No. 19 
PDF of this issue 
- Measles Outbreak Associated with a Migrant Shelter — Chicago, Illinois, February–May 2024 
- Real-Time Use of a Dynamic Model To Measure the Impact of Public Health Interventions on 

Measles Outbreak Size and Duration — Chicago, Illinois, 2024 
- U.S. Preparedness and Response to Increasing Clade I Mpox Cases in the Democratic Republic of 

the Congo — United States, 2024 
- Progress Toward Poliomyelitis Eradication — Worldwide, January 2022–December 2023  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Europe  
 
European Medicines Agency  [EMA] 
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news 
News & Press Releases  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control  
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en 
News/Updates/Reports/Publications  [Selected] 
News 
Cases of invasive meningococcal disease reported in travellers returning from the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia  
17 May 2024  
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ECDC launches new framework for prevention of communicable diseases  
15 May 2024  
 
Cases of Crimean-Congo haemorragic fever cases linked to tick bites reported in Europe  
13 May 2024  
 
Surveillance and monitoring 
Interim COVID-19 vaccination coverage in the EU/EEA during the 2023–24 season 
campaigns  
13 May 2024  
This report presents an interim description of COVID-19 vaccine coverage in the EU/EEA between 1 
September 2023 and 15 April 2024. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Africa CDC   [to 18 May 2024]  
https://africacdc.org/ 
Press Releases, Statements  [Selected] 
Revolutionizing Public Health in Africa: Launch of the African Public Health Institutes 
Collaborative (APHIC)  
16 May 2024  
   Three global health partners launched a pioneering peer-to-peer learning initiative, the African Public 
Health Institutes Collaborative (APHIC), at an inaugural meeting in Addis Ababa this week, highlighting 
the importance of strengthening collaborations across core public health functions to have greater 
impact by working together.  
   The new initiative is a collaboration between the Africa Centres for Disease Control and Prevention 
(Africa CDC), the U.S. President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) within the State 
Department Bureau of Global Health Security & Diplomacy, and the United States Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (U.S.-CDC).  Aimed at bolstering leadership within National Public Health 
Institutes (NPHIs), fortifying resilient health systems, and enhancing essential public health functions 
— this collaborative venture will sustain the gains and impact in HIV response across the continent… 
 
Press Releases 
Africa CDC – UNICEF Consultation Workshop to Support Country Plan Development  
11 May 2024  
   With over 70 delegates from 20 member states, the Africa CDC in collaboration with UNICEF 
organized a workshop at the African Union Commission from 6 to 10 April 2024 to support member 
states to plan, mobilise resources and implement strategies to realize Universal Health Coverage with a 
focus on improving immunisation, recruiting and retaining community health workers to improve 
Primary Health Care at the community level, while enhancing public health emergency preparedness 
and response on the continent… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
China CDC   
http://www.chinacdc.cn/en/ 
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National Health Commission of the People's Republic of China  [to 18 May 2024] 
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
National Medical Products Administration – PRC  [to 18 May 2024] 
http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/  
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
China CDC  
Weekly Reports: Current Volume (6) 
2024-05-17 / No. 20   INFECTIOUS DISEASE ISSUE 
View  PDF of this issue 
- Preplanned Studies: Emergence of Erythromycin-Resistant and Pertactin- and Filamentous 

Hemagglutinin-Deficient Bordetella pertussis Strains — Beijing, China, 2022–2023  
- Vital Surveillances: Seasonal and Genetic Characteristics of Human Metapneumovirus Circulating — 

Henan Province, China, 2017–2023  
- Vital Surveillances: Epidemiological Characterization of Dengue Fever — Yunnan Province, China, 

2010–2021  
- Methods and Applications: Exploration for the Priority of HIV Intervention: Modelling Health Impact 

and Cost-Effectiveness — Six Cities, Eastern China, 2019–2028  
 

::::::  
:::::: 
 
Contents  [click to move among sections] 
:: Milestones, Perspectives 
:: WHO 
:: Organization Announcements 
:: Journal Watch 
:: Pre-Print Servers 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 

Organization Announcements 
 
Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 18 May 2024] 
https://alleninstitute.org/news-press/ 
News 
Next Generation Leaders program returns for 2024  
05.13.2024 
Applications now open for an engaging, collaborative opportunity for emerging scientific leaders. 
 
News 
Hope for kids with IBD: New trial aims to improve treatment  
05.13.2024 
Allen Institute for Immunology and Seattle Children’s Research Institute launch study to unravel the 
molecular mysteries of pediatric IBD. 
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BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 18 May 2024] 
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/ideas/media-center 
Press Releases & Statements 
Statement   May 13, 2024 
Statement from CEO Mark Suzman about Melinda French Gates 
 
 
Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute    [to 18 May 2024] 
https://www.gatesmri.org/news 
The Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute is a non-profit biotech organization. Our mission is 
to develop products to fight malaria, tuberculosis, and diarrheal diseases—three major causes of 
mortality, poverty, and inequality in developing countries. The world has unprecedented scientific tools 
at its disposal; now is the time to use them to save the lives of the world's poorest people  
News: Articles and Publications 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CARB-X   [to 18 May 2024] 
https://carb-x.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CEPI – Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations  [to 18 May 2024] 
http://cepi.net/  
Latest News 
News 
Scientists to test if COVID-19 variant vaccine protects against other coronaviruses 
CEPI  13th May 2024 
:: Global consortium expands research to develop a broadly protective coronavirus vaccine 
:: The research will be led by the International Vaccine Institute and funded by CEPI 
:: Coronaviruses are behind some of the deadliest outbreaks in recent years, including COVID-19 
 
 
CIOMS – COUNCIL FOR INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS OF MEDICAL SCIENCES  [to 18 
May 2024] 
https://cioms.ch/ 
News; Publications; Events 
PUBLIC CONSULTATION OF THE DRAFT SCAR [Severe Cutaneous Adverse Reactions]  
REPORT IS NOW OPEN! 
Deadline: Friday 7 June 2024 
Working Group objectives 
To establish a balanced, efficient, global perspective on SCAR detection, susceptibility factors, severity, 
outcome and probability through causality assessment tools, monitoring and management during the 
drug development and post-marketing phases. 
:: Draft report 
:: Comment form 
 

https://www.gatesfoundation.org/ideas/media-center
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/ideas/media-center/press-releases/2024/05/melinda-french-gates
https://www.gatesmri.org/news
https://carb-x.org/
http://cepi.net/
https://cepi.net/scientists-test-if-covid-19-variant-vaccine-protects-against-other-coronaviruses
https://cioms.ch/
file:///C:/Users/david/Dropbox/CVEP%20-%20Vax%20Week/PUBLIC%20CONSULTATION%20OF%20THE%20DRAFT%20SCAR%20REPORT%20IS%20NOW%20OPEN!
file:///C:/Users/david/Dropbox/CVEP%20-%20Vax%20Week/PUBLIC%20CONSULTATION%20OF%20THE%20DRAFT%20SCAR%20REPORT%20IS%20NOW%20OPEN!
https://cioms.ch/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/SCAR-WG-Draft-report-MASTER-WG-clean-for-public-consultation-2024-29-04.pdf
https://cioms.ch/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/CIOMS-Public-Consultation-Comment-form-SCAR-WG.docx


 
 

 
DARPA – Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency [U.S.] [to 18 May 2024 
https://www.darpa.mil/news 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Duke Global Health Innovation Center  [to 18 May 2024] 
https://dukeghic.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EDCTP    [to 18 May 2024] 
http://www.edctp.org/ 
The European & Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership (EDCTP) aims to accelerate the 
development of new or improved drugs, vaccines, microbicides and diagnostics against HIV/AIDS, 
tuberculosis and malaria as well as other poverty-related and neglected infectious diseases in sub-
Saharan Africa, with a focus on phase II and III clinical trials 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Emory Vaccine Center    [to 18 May 2024] 
http://www.vaccines.emory.edu/ 
Vaccine Center News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
European Vaccine Initiative  [to 18 May 2024] 
http://www.euvaccine.eu/  
Latest News, Events  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 18 May 2024] 
Evidence Aid aims to save lives and livelihoods in disasters by providing decision-makers with the best 
available evidence and by championing its use. 
http://www.evidenceaid.org/  
Resources [Selected]  
Factors that influence the preparedness of hospitals to respond to disasters 
Added May 16, 2024  
 
 
Fondation Merieux  [to 18 May 2024] 
http://www.fondation-merieux.org/ 
News, Events   
Mérieux Foundation co-organized event  
2nd Advanced course on epidemiology in complex emergencies for effective surveillance 
and response 
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July 15-19, 2024 - Les Pensières Center for Global Health, Veyrier-du-Lac (France)  
 
 
Gavi [to 18 May 2024] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
Press Releases 
17 May 2024  
Lao PDR and partners commence nationwide measles and rubella vaccination campaign 
 
 
GE2P2 Global Foundation   [to 18 May 2024] 
www.ge2p2.org 
News/Analysis/Publications-Digests/Statements 
:: Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review - Current edition 
:: Informed Consent: A Monthly Review –  May 2024  
:: Public Consultations Watch :: Global Calls for Input/Public Comment – 08 May 2024 – Issue 17 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 18 May 2024] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
Press Releases  
May 9, 2024  
Approximately USD 10.8 Million Invested in New Drug Development for Malaria and NTDs 
in Partners including Japanese pharma Shionogi, Mitsubishi Tanabe, and Eisai and Europe-
based institutions 
 
 
Global Fund  [to 18 May 2024] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
News & Stories  
No new digest content identified 
 
 
Global Research Collaboration for Infectious Disease Preparedness [GloPID-R] [to 18 May 
2024] 
https://www.glopid-r.org/news/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Hilleman Laboratories   [to 18 May 2024] 
http://www.hilleman-labs.org/ 
News & Insights 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 18 May 2024] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news  
Press Room        
No new digest content identified. 
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Human Immunome Project  [nee Human Vaccines Project]  [to 18 May 2024] 
https://www.humanimmunomeproject.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IAVI  [to 18 May 2024] 
https://www.iavi.org/ 
News, Features 
Features  
IAVI recognizes HIV Vaccine Awareness Day as new papers are published 
May 17, 2024  
Additional evidence advances germline targeting strategy for HIV vaccine development 
 
 
INSERM   [to 18 May 2024] 
https://www.inserm.fr/en/home/ 
Press Releases  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Coalition of Medicines Regulatory Authorities [ICMRA] 
http://www.icmra.info/drupal/en/news 
Selected Statements, Press Releases, Research  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICH - International Council for Harmonisation of Technical Requirements for 
Pharmaceuticals for Human Use  [to 18 May 2024] 
https://www.ich.org/page/press-releases 
News/Pubs/Press Releases [Selective]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

ICRC  [to 18 May 2024] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
What’s New   [Selected]        
Republic of Korea: ICRC and KOICA sign agreement to help people affected by armed 
conflict and violence 
   The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and Korea International Cooperation Agency 
(KOICA) signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) on 14 May 2024. 
17-05-2024 | News release 
   
Counting the dead 2020–2021: A new report on the migrants dying on Europe’s borders 
   This report is an updated version of the original Counting the Dead report, published in 2022, which 
covered the period from 2014 to 2019. 
15-05-2024 | Report 
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IFFIm 
http://www.iffim.org/ 
Press Releases/Announcements  
Jessica Pulay steps down from IFFIm Board of Directors 
08 May 2024 
Her departure marks the conclusion of over four years of dedicated service to the organisation. 
 
 
IFRC   [to 18 May 2024] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Press Releases [Selected]  
Press release  15/05/2024  
Severe flooding in Afghanistan escalates humanitarian needs  
 
Press release  14/05/2024  
Searing temperatures sweep like fire across Asia Pacific, causing distress for millions  
 
Press release  13/05/2024  
IFRC launches emergency appeal to bring urgent support to people affected by 
devastating floods-Brazil 
 
 
Institut Pasteur   [to 18 May 2024] 
https://www.pasteur.fr/en/press-area 
Press Documents 
Press release  
17.05.2024 
The Pasteur Fiocruz Center on Immunology and Immunotherapy is inaugurated in Ceará 
[Brazil]  
   Inaugurated this Friday (5/17), the Pasteur Fiocruz Center on Immunology and Immunotherapy, 
located at Fiocruz-Ceará,...  
 
 
ISC / International Science Council  [to 18 May 2024] 
https://council.science/current/ 
ISC is a non-governmental organization with a unique global membership that brings together 40 
international scientific Unions and Associations and over 140 national and regional scientific 
organizations including Academies and Research Councils.  
Latest Updates 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Union of Immunological Societies (IUIS) 
https://iuis.org/ 
News/Events [Selected]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IVAC  [to 18 May 2024] 
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https://www.jhsph.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/ivac/index.html 
Updates; Events  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IVI   [to 18 May 2024] 
http://www.ivi.int/ 
IVI News & Announcements 
Scientists to test if COVID-19 variant vaccine protects against other coronaviruses 
- Global consortium expands research to develop a broadly protective coronavirus vaccine 
- The research will be led by the International Vaccine Institute and funded by CEPI 
- Coronaviruses are behind some of the deadliest outbreaks in recent years, including COVID-19 
May 14, 2024 
 
  
Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security   [to 18 May 2024] 
https://centerforhealthsecurity.org/newsroom 
Center News  [Selected]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 18 May 2024]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Latest [Selected Announcements]  
Sudan  
People abandoned amidst horrific violence and humanitarian void in Central Darfur  
Project Update 17 May 2024  
 
Afghanistan  
Vaccinations crucial in curbing spike in measles cases among children  
Project Update 16 May 2024  
 
Gaza-Israel war  
Another hospital in Gaza forced to close amid intensified Israeli offensive in Rafah  
Press Release 14 May 2024  
 
 
National Academy of Medicine - USA  [to 18 May 2024] 
https://nam.edu/programs/ 
News [Selected] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
National Academies-Sciences-Engineering-Medicine [NASEM]- USA  [to 18 May 2024] 
https://www.nationalacademies.org/newsroom? 
News  
Register for June 26 State of the Science Address 
Issues to be discussed include: 
- U.S. global competitiveness in science and technology 

https://www.jhsph.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/ivac/index.html
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https://nam.edu/programs/
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Issues%20to%20be%20discussed%20include:


 
 

- Alignment of U.S. research efforts with critical national priorities as public and private R&D funding 
shifts 

- STEMM education to adequately prepare the next generation of leaders 
- Public trust in science in an era of misinformation and disinformation 
 
 
National Vaccine Program Office - U.S. HHS  [to 18 May 2024] 
https://www.hhs.gov/vaccines/about/index.html 
Upcoming Meetings/Latest Updates  
June 13-14, 2024 
 
 
NIH  [to 18 May 2024] 
http://www.nih.gov/  
New Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Sabin Vaccine Institute  [to 18 May 2024] 
https://www.sabin.org/press/ 
Latest News & Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 18 May 2024]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
News, Stories, Updates 
Press statement 
UNAIDS calls for the protection of human rights on the International Day to End 
Homophobia, Biphobia, and Transphobia (IDAHOBIT) 
15 May 2024 
 
  
UNICEF  [to 18 May 2024] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Latest press releases, news notes and statements 
Press release  15 May 2024  
Child migration through the Darien Gap up 40 per cent so far this year  
   PANAMA CITY, 15 May 2024 – An increase in the number of children migrating through the 
dangerous Darien Gap so far this year puts the route on track for a fifth consecutive year of record 
levels of child migration, according to UNICEF analysis. In the first four months of 2024, more than 
30,000 children on the move crossed the Darien Gap, a 40 per…  
 
Statement  14 May 2024  
Statement by UNICEF Regional Director for the Middle East and North Africa, Adele Khodr, 
on intensifying hostilities in Rafah and North Gaza  
   AMMAN, 14 MAY 2024 – "The escalation of hostilities in Rafah and throughout the Gaza Strip has    
deepened the suffering of hundreds of thousands of children, who have endured an unrelenting 
nightmare for the past 218 days. We cannot accept their plight being livestreamed as collateral 
damage in a conflict they never chose. “Last week, a long-feared…  
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No%20new%20digest%20content%20identified.
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Statement   13 May 2024  
UNICEF Deputy Executive Director Ted Chaiban concludes visit to Eastern DR Congo, 
emphasizes humanitarian situation now at a tipping point, the urgent need for peace and a 
central role of the new government  
   GOMA, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 13 May 2024 – UNICEF Deputy Executive Director for 
Humanitarian Action and Supply Operations, Ted Chaiban, concluded a five-day visit to eastern 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) where he met with authorities and witnessed firsthand the 
devastating impact of escalating conflict on vulnerable populations…  
 
 
Vaccine Equity Cooperative [nee Initiative]   [to 18 May 2024] 
https://vaccineequitycooperative.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Vaccination Acceptance & Demand Initiative [Sabin)  [to 18 May 2024] 
https://www.vaccineacceptance.org/ 
Announcements, Blog 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Vaccine Confidence Project  [to 18 May 2024] 
http://www.vaccineconfidence.org/ 
News, Research and Reports 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Vaccine Education Center – Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia  [to 18 May 2024] 
http://www.chop.edu/centers-programs/vaccine-education-center 
News 
May 2024: Vaccines and Infectious Diseases in the News 
Published on May 14, 2024  
Find information about the latest vaccines and infectious diseases that have been in the news. 
Measles 
- Cases of measles diagnosed in the U.S. as of early May are higher than the total cases for any year 

since 2019. 
- To find out more about measles and the vaccine, check these VEC resources: 
- Why are we seeing measles outbreaks? — Video featuring Dr. Paul Offit, VEC Director 
- Do People Need a Measles Vaccine Booster During an Outbreak? — Video featuring Dr. Lori Handy, 

VEC Associate Director 
- Doctors Talk: Measles — Video featuring Drs. Paul Offit, VEC Director, and Katie Lockwood, CHOP 

Primary Care Physician and host of “Primary Care Perspectives” podcast 
- Measles: What You Should Know (Q&A) in English | Spanish | Japanese 
- Rash information (webpage) — Go to “Measles – viral” section of page 
- A Look at Each Vaccine: Measles, Mumps and Rubella (MMR) Vaccine (webpage) 
- MMR (infographic) 
- Parents PACK Personal stories: Measles 
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Wellcome Trust  [to 18 May 2024] 
https://wellcome.org/ 
News. Opinion, Reports 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Wistar Institute   [to 18 May 2024] 
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
Press Releases 
The Wistar Institute Awarded Second National Science Foundation Grant to Expand 
Award-winning STEM Training Program  
   PRESS RELEASE  PHILADELPHIA — (May 14, 2024) — The Wistar Institute was awarded a $649,971 
grant from the National Science Foundation (NSF)… 
 
 
World Bank [to 18 May 2024] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
All News  [Selected] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WFPHA: World Federation of Public Health Associations  [to 18 May 2024] 
https://www.wfpha.org/ 
Blog, Event 
Launching the “Sustainable Investment in Immunization” Report 
May 13, 2024 
   The World Federation of Public Health Associations is delighted to announce the publication of the 
“Sustainable Investment in Immunization” report. This pivotal document was created by our 
International Immunization Policy Taskforce, working in collaboration with esteemed experts from both 
the health and economic sectors. This comprehensive document provides case studies, tools, and 
strategies designed to assist health professionals globally in promoting sustainable investment in 
preventive health care, with a special emphasis on immunization programs… 
 
 
World Medical Association [WMA]   [to 18 May 2024] 
https://www.wma.net/news-press/press-releases/ 
Press Releases  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health [OIE] [to 18 May 2024] 
https://www.oie.int/en/ 
Press Releases, Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
ARM [Alliance for Regenerative Medicine]  [to 18 May 2024] 
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https://alliancerm.org/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
BIO    [to 18 May 2024] 
https://www.bio.org/press-releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
DCVMN – Developing Country Vaccine Manufacturers Network  [to 18 May 2024] 
http://www.dcvmn.org/ 
News; Upcoming events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICBA – International Council of Biotechnology Associations   [to 18 May 2024] 
https://internationalbiotech.org/news/ 
News 
Website not responding at inquiry. 
 
 
IFPMA   [to 18 May 2024] 
https://ifpma.org/ 
News 
Statement  16 May 2024  
Statement at UN multistakeholder hearing on antimicrobial resistance 
   On 15 May 2024, IFPMA delivered a statement at the UN multistakeholder hearing on antimicrobial 
resistance, held in New York. The hearing represented an opportunity for all stakeholders to contribute 
to the ongoing preparatory process for the high-level meeting on AMR, held in September 2024. 
 
Statement  15 May 2024  
IFPMA statement on research with vulnerable populations within the scope of the World 
Medical Association (WMA) Declaration of Helsinki revision 
   On 14-15 May 2024, IFPMA was represented at a targeted interdisciplinary discussion within the 
scope of the WMA Declaration of Helsinki revision. The aim of the meeting was to foster discussion 
with experts on the paragraphs in the Declaration of Helsinki focused on vulnerable people in research, 
with a view to contribute the findings to... 
 
Statement  13 May 2024  
WIPO Diplomatic Conference on Genetic Resources and Associated Traditional Knowledge 
   On 13 May 2024, IFPMA delivered a statement at the WIPO Diplomatic Conference on Genetic 
Resources and Associated Traditional Knowledge in Geneva, Switzerland. IFPMA and our members 
support predictable access to genetic resources that can be the starting point for biopharmaceutical 
research and development. We are concerned that the outcome of this Diplomatic Conference could... 
 
 
International Alliance of Patients’ Organizations – IAPO  [to 18 May 2024] 
https://www.iapo.org.uk/news 
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Press and media [Selected] 
No new digest announcements identified. 
 
 
International Generic and Biosimilar Medicines Association [IGBA] 
https://www.igbamedicines.org/ 
News 
No new digest announcements identified. 
 
 
PhRMA    [to 18 May 2024] 
http://www.phrma.org/  
Press Releases   
No new digest announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Vaccines/Therapeutics/Medicines – Selected Developer/Manufacturer Announcements  
 
AstraZeneca 
Press Releases    
SUPERNOVA Phase III trial of sipavibart long-acting antibody met primary endpoints in 
preventing COVID-19 in immunocompromised patient population 
16 May 2024  
   Positive high-level results from the SUPERNOVA Phase III COVID-19 pre-exposure prophylaxis 
(prevention) trial showed AstraZeneca’s sipavibart (formerly AZD3152), an investigational long-acting 
antibody (LAAB), demonstrated a statistically significant reduction in the incidence of 
symptomatic COVID-19 compared to control (tixagevimab/cilgavimab or placebo) in an 
immunocompromised patient population… 
 
Bharat Biotech  
Press Releases   - No new digest announcements identified. 
 
BioCubaFarma – Cuba  
Últimas Noticias  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Biological E  
News   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
BioNTech 
Press Releases   - No new digest announcements identified. 
 
Boehringer 
Press Releases   
May 13, 2024  
BULTAVO 3™ is a new vaccine that protects cattle and sheep against bluetongue virus 
serotype 3 (BTV-3). BULTAVO 3™ is the first BTV-3 vaccine that prevents clinical signs and 
mortality.  
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CanSinoBIO 
News - Website not responding at inquiry 
 
CIGB 
Latest News   - No new digest announcements identified. 
 
Cinnagen 
Recent News   - No new digest announcements identified. 
  
Clover Biopharmaceuticals – China  
News   - No new digest announcements identified. 
 
Curevac  [Bayer Ag – Germany] 
News   - No new digest announcements identified. 
 
Gamaleya National Center/Sputnik  
Latest News and Events - No new digest announcements identified   [Last: 09 Nov 2020] 
https://sputnikvaccine.com/  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last: 31 Aug 2022] 
 
GSK 
Press releases for media   
16 May 2024  
GSK to become a founding partner of Fleming Initiative to fight antimicrobial resistance 
(AMR) 
GSK pledges to support the Fleming Initiative - an innovative and collaborative approach to develop 
new AMR interventions. 
:: Company makes £45m pledge to support the Fleming Initiative - a new global network of scientific, 
technology, clinical, policy and public engagement expertise to develop new AMR interventions 
:: AMR is an urgent global public health threat, with potential to cause 10m deaths annually by 2050 
without effective action 
:: Partnership will bring together GSK’s leadership in prevention and treatment of infectious diseases 
with Imperial College London and Imperial College Healthcare NHS Trust’s world-class clinical and 
research expertise 
 
EuBiologics, S Korea 
News  - No new digest announcements identified. 
 
IMBCAMS, China 
Home  - Website not responding at inquiry. 
 
Janssen/JNJ 
Press Releases   - No new digest announcements identified. 
 
Merck 
News releases - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Moderna 
Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Nanogen 
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News   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Novartis 
News  - No new digest announcements identified. 
 
Novavax 
Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Pfizer 
Recent Press Releases   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
R-Pharm 
https://rpharm-us.com/index.php 
[No news or media page identified] 
 
Sanofi Pasteur   
Press Releases   
May 13, 2024 
Press Release: Sanofi adds over €1 billion for biomanufacturing to €2.5 billion already 
committed in major projects in France to support health sovereignty 
 
Serum Institute of India 
NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS    
Friday, May 17, 2024 
Serum Institute of India Makes Strategic Investment in IntegriMedical, India’s First 
Needle-Free Injection System (N-FIS) Technology ...  
 
Sinopharm/WIBPBIBP 
News  - No new digest announcements identified  
 
Sinovac 
Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified 
 
SK Biosciences 
Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified. 
 
Takeda 
Newsroom  - No new digest announcements identified. 
 
Valneva 
Press Releases   
May 13, 2024  
Valneva Reports Further Positive Pivotal Phase 3 Data in Adolescents for its Single-Shot 
Chikungunya Vaccine 
 
Vector State Research Centre of Viralogy and Biotechnology 
Home   - Website not responding [404 error] 
 
WestVac Biopharma  
Media   - No new digest announcements identified. 
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Zhifei Longcom, China 
[Anhui Zhifei Longcom Biologic Pharmacy Co., Ltd.] 

Website   [No News/Announcements page identified] 
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Journal Watch 
   Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review continues its weekly scanning of key peer-reviewed 
journals to identify and cite articles, commentary and editorials, books reviews and other content 
supporting our focus on vaccine ethics and policy. Journal Watch is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative of themes and issues the Center is actively tracking. We selectively provide full text of some 
editorial and comment articles that are specifically relevant to our work. Successful access to some of 
the links provided may require subscription or other access arrangement unique to the publisher.  
     If you would like to suggest other journal titles to include in this service, please contact David Curry 
at: david.r.curry@centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.org 
 
 
AJOB Empirical Bioethics 
Volume 15, 2023  Issue 1 
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uabr21/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
AMA Journal of Ethics 
Volume 26, Number 5: E361-433 May 2024 
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/issue/antimicrobial-resistance 
Antimicrobial Resistance  
Microbes include bacteria, parasites, viruses, and fungi that constantly evolve. Antimicrobial resistance 
(AMR) happens when microbes change, becoming harder to treat in individual human and nonhuman 
animals and plants with antibiotic, antiparasitic, antiviral, and antifungal agents. Resistant pathogens 
are easily transmissible across human and nonhuman ecology, and this theme issue attends to ethical, 
clinical, and policy dimensions of this set of problems. National and international burden of AMR has 
been assessed in terms of infection incidence, deaths, hospital length of stay, and location-specific 
costs of developing and applying specific pathogen-drug combinations to try to save lives and preserve 
food supplies. Routine and focused surveillance is key to understanding microbiological, individual, 
social, and ecological root causes, downstream effects, and sources of domestic and global inequity in 
AMR. 
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American Journal of Human Genetics 
May 02, 2024  Volume 111  Issue 5  p807-996 
https://www.cell.com/ajhg/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
May 2024  Volume 52  Issue 5  p501-624 
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
May 2024  Volume 66  Issue 5  p751-926 
https://www.ajpmonline.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
May 2024   114(5) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 110 (2024): Issue 5 (May 2024)  
https://www.ajtmh.org/view/journals/tpmd/110/4/tpmd.110.issue-5.xml 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
April 2024  Volume 177, Issue 4 
https://www.acpjournals.org/toc/aim/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Artificial Intelligence – An International Journal 
Volume 330  May 2024 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/artificial-intelligence/vol/330/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 18 May 2024) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
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(Accessed 18 May 2024) 
Healthcare workers' attitudes toward and factors influencing their acceptance of an annual 
COVID-19 booster vaccine: a cross-sectional study in Palestine  
The emergence of several SARS-CoV-2 variants may necessitate an annual COVID-19 booster vaccine. 
This study aimed to evaluate healthcare workers' (HCWs) acceptance of a COVID-19 yearly booster 
vaccine if recom...  
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   About 30 percent of greenhouse gas emissions come from food production. Human society faces 
tremendous challenges in remaking its food system in an age of climate change — but it has some 
powerful tools at hand.  
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   Despite the fact that Sub-Saharan Africa bears a disproportionate burden of armed conflicts and HIV 
infection, there has been inadequate synthesis of the impact of armed conflict on HIV treatment 
outcomes. We summarized the available evidence on the impact of armed conflicts on HIV treatment 
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   We conducted a meta-analysis of published rotavirus genotype data. After accounting for natural 
regional and temporal variation, there was no substantial evidence of long-term, vaccine-related 
selective pressures on circulating genotypes. Increased G2P[4] prevalence may be transient after 
rotavirus vaccine introduction. 
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   We performed a systematic review and meta-analysis of studies of rotavirus in Africa and found high 
prevalences in human, animal, and environmental water sources, underscoring the need for a One 
Health approach to limiting the spread of this disease. 
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Viewpoint 
Findings from the Global Burden of Disease Study 2021 
Christopher J L Murray, for the GBD 2021 Collaborators 
In The Lancet, we have published the findings of the Global Burden of Diseases, Injuries, and Risk 
Factors Study (GBD) 2021 in a series of six Articles. 1 ,  2 ,  3 ,  4 ,  5 ,  6 GBD began in 1991 and has 
continued over the past three decades to provide a comprehensive empirical assessment of health 
around the world. 7 With each iteration GBD has become more detailed, including more causes, risks, 
and locations, improving granularity of age group analyses, and has enabled the completion of 
extension studies, such as forecasting studies and estimations of the burden of antimicrobial 
resistance. 8  ,9 ,  10 ,  11 ,  12 ,  13 ,  14 This greater detail has been possible because of the large 
increase in primary data sources, with 328 938 different sources used in GBD 2021, enabling the 
calculation of more than 607 billion estimates. However, notably, many data gaps remain in low-
resource settings. The publication of the high-level summary of our findings across these six Articles 
provides readers with a summary of the most notable trends and main dimensions of disparity across 
groups based on age, sex, location, and sociodemographic index globally. In GBD 2021, the impact of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, through myriad mechanisms, is a central theme, but GBD reminds us that 
other macro trends have continued even as the world has gone through a major health shock. Our 
Article on forecasts 6 for GBD also highlights that future trends might be quite different to past trends 
because of factors such as the obesity epidemic, the increase in substance-use disorders, and climate 
change, while also underlining the tremendous opportunities to alter the trajectory of health for the 
next generation. 
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   District health management and leadership capacity is increasingly recognised as critical to health 
system performance. District health managers play a central role in effective implementation and 
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System Strengthening Initiative (DHSSi) was implemented over 2019-22 in Malawi, Kenya, Tanzania 
and Uganda to strengthen sub-national capacity for evidence-based planning and a broader set of 
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Background 
There is a dearth of literature on the perspectives of stakeholders from countries in Africa on the 
institution of a research culture as part of a holistic system of pandemic preparedness and response. 
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This study aimed to explore the perspectives of policymakers, representatives from Research Ethics 
Committees (RECs), and international bioethics experts on the ethics of conducting research during 
infectious disease outbreaks in Nigeria. 
Methods 
We conducted structured interviews with six policymakers actively engaged in disease outbreak 
response. The interview themes included systems and structures for research, local researcher 
competency, regulatory oversight, study types, ethical review approaches, and integrating research 
into outbreak response. We further engaged 12 participants including REC members from Nigeria and 
Liberia, international bioethics experts, and study co-investigators in a structured discussion to appraise 
and expand on themes identified during the interviews at a 2-day meeting in December 2018. We also 
held two virtual consultations afterwards. The findings from these processes were synthesized to 
develop a comprehensive report. 
Results 
Participants stressed the significance of conducting research during disease outbreaks to understand 
causal factors, evaluate public health measures, and inform future prevention and treatment strategies, 
and identified the need for clear ethical guidelines for RECs during outbreaks. Participants proposed a 
sliding scale for prioritizing categorized studies, emphasizing immediate solutions over future-focused 
research. Discussants proposed a "systems approach" to ethics review, emphasizing interdependence, 
governance structures, communication infrastructure, effective communication with policymakers, and 
a funding structure. 
Conclusion 
Conducting ethical research during disease outbreaks requires a comprehensive, context-dependent 
approach, involving stakeholders, and ensuring robust ethical oversight through proficient RECs. The 
proposed "System Approach" offers a model for sustainable and effective ethics review during 
outbreaks, fostering locally relevant and socially valuable research while prioritizing the well-being of 
research participants and communities. 
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insightful dialogues on cutting-edge ideas in the realms of development economics and finance—and 
who I feel extremely lucky to have had the chance to work closely with. 
   …Currently serving as an Associate Professor of Economics at the University of Chicago, Rachel has 
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A Practical Guide,” attest to her intellectual prowess and practical insights…. 
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