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Milestones, Perspectives 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
The Sustainable Development Goals Report - 2024 
United Nations DESA – in collaboration with the entire UN Statistical System, consisting of more than 
50 international and regional agencies, based on data from over 200 countries and territories. 
28 June 2024 
PDF: https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2024/The-Sustainable-Development-Goals-Report-2024.pdf 
 
The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2024 details the significant challenges the 
world is facing in making substantial strides towards achieving the SDGs based on the latest 
data and estimates. It features areas with setbacks while also showcasing where tangible progress has 
been made, for instance, in reducing global child mortality, preventing HIV infection, and access to 
energy and mobile broadband. The report also highlights where action must accelerate, particularly in 
critical areas undermining SDG progress - climate change, peace and security, inequalities among and 
between countries, among others.  
 
According to the report, with just six years remaining, current progress falls far short of 
what is required to meet the SDGs. Without massive investment and scaled up action, the 
achievement of the SDGs — the blueprint for a more resilient and prosperous world and the roadmap 
out of current global crises — will remain elusive.  
 
The lingering impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, escalating conflicts, geopolitical tensions 
and growing climate chaos have severely hindered progress. The report details the urgent 
priorities and areas needed for stronger and more effective action to ensure the 2030 promise to end 
poverty, protect the planet and leave no one behind.  
 

 

https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2024/
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2024/The-Sustainable-Development-Goals-Report-2024.pdf


 
 

 

 
 
[p.15] 
Twenty-one million children missed out on life-saving vaccines in 2022 
   Between 2000 and 2019, the proportion of children receiving three doses of the diphtheria, tetanus 
and pertussis (DTP3) vaccine rose from 72 to 86 per cent, then dipped to 81 per cent in 2021 before 
rebounding to 84 per cent in 2022. In 2022, 20.5 million children missed at least one routine vaccine 
and 14.3 million received no vaccines at all. Coverage of two doses of the measles vaccine and three 
doses of the pneumococcal conjugate vaccine increased in 2022, reaching 74 per cent and 60 per cent, 
respectively, following stagnation in 2020–2021. Global coverage of the human papillomavirus (HPV) 
vaccine, critical for women’s and girls’ health, stood at only 15 per cent in 2022, despite 130 countries 
introducing it in their national immunization services by the end of the year. 

 
______________________________________________ 

 
Foreword  
The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2024 makes for sobering reading.  
 
It finds that only 17 per cent of the SDG targets are on track, nearly half are showing 
minimal or moderate progress, and progress on over one third has stalled or even 
regressed. The scarring effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, escalating conflicts, geopolitical tensions, 
and growing climate chaos are hitting SDG progress hard.  
 
Furthermore, systemic deficiencies and inequities in the global economic and financial 
system leave developing countries to tackle enormous and growing challenges with only a 
fraction of the international support they need and deserve.  
 
Inequalities keep growing. The climate crisis continues to escalate. Biodiversity loss is accelerating. 
Progress towards gender equality remains disappointing. And conflicts in Ukraine, Gaza, Sudan and 
beyond have left an unprecedented 120 million forcibly displaced people worldwide.  



 
 

 
This situation is not going to improve on its own: developing countries, as a whole, face the worst 
medium-term economic outlook in a generation.  
 
Against this backdrop, the steadfast unity of governments behind the 2030 Agenda, as demonstrated 
at the SDG Summit in September 2023, offers a glimmer of hope. Their commitment to rescue the 
SDGs and to deliver an SDG Stimulus has generated fresh impetus behind the Goals.  
 
This report also highlights that despite deeply worrying trends, progress is being made – 
with reductions in child mortality, HIV infections, and the cost of remittances and 
improvements in access to water, sanitation, energy, and mobile broadband.  
 
To turn these green shoots into accelerated and transformative progress, bolder actions are 
required:  
 
First, we need peace.  
   We must resolve ongoing armed conflicts through dialogue and diplomacy, and prevent future 
conflicts by upholding the principles and values of the Charter of the United Nations.  
 
Second, we need solidarity.  
   Developing countries urgently require more financial resources and fiscal space. We must reform the 
outdated, dysfunctional and unfair international financial architecture to facilitate far greater 
investment in the SDGs.  
 
Third, we need a surge in implementation.  
   Massive investment and more effective partnerships are needed to drive critical transitions across 
food, energy, digital connectivity and more, unlocking progress right across the Goals.  
 
And underpinning all our efforts must be a more concerted effort to dismantle gender barriers and 
empower all women and girls – because we cannot expect to achieve the Goals without gender 
equality.  
 
This report highlights the urgent need for stronger and more effective international 
cooperation to maximize progress starting now. This year’s Summit of the Future provides a 
vital opportunity, paving the way for further breakthroughs at the Financing for Development 
conference and World Social Summit in 2025.  
 
With more than six years left, we must not let up on our 2030 promise to end poverty, 
protect the planet and leave no one behind.  
 
António Guterres Secretary-General of the United Nations 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Featured Journal Content 
 
PNAS - Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States  
June 25, 2024  vol. 121  no. 26 
https://www.pnas.org/toc/pnas/121/25 

https://www.pnas.org/toc/pnas/121/25


 
 

Economic Sciences 
Research Article  June 17, 2024  Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
The economic case for scaling up health research and development: Lessons from the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, governments directly funded vaccine research and 
development (R&D), quickly leading to multiple effective vaccines and resulting in enormous health and 
economic benefits to society. We develop a simple economic model ... 
Daniel Tortorice, Rino Rappuoli and David E. Bloom 
Significance 
The COVID-19 pandemic showed that a public research and development (R&D), push can accelerate 
discovery, yielding enormous health and economic benefits. To explore whether this feat could be 
repeated, we develop a model of R&D and apply it to Streptococcus A and Alzheimer’s disease. We find 
spending US$34 billion is optimal to develop vaccines against Streptococcus A. This spending is 
expected to generate US$2 trillion in benefits, corresponding to a return on investment of 23% per 
year for 30 y. For Alzheimer’s disease, we find optimal spending of US$5.7 trillion. The corresponding 
benefits are US$61 trillion with a return of 12.1%. We discuss policies to increase health R&D spending 
with the potential to unlock these massive global health benefits. 
Abstract 
In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, governments directly funded vaccine research and 
development (R&D), quickly leading to multiple effective vaccines and resulting in enormous health and 
economic benefits to society. We develop a simple economic model showing this feat could potentially 
be repeated for other health challenges. Based on inputs from the economic and medical literatures, 
the model yields estimates of optimal R&D spending on treatments and vaccines for known diseases. 
Taking a global and societal perspective, we estimate the social benefits of such spending and a 
corresponding rate of return. Applications to Streptococcus A vaccines and Alzheimer’s disease 
treatments demonstrate the potential of enhanced research and development funding to unlock 
massive global health and health-related benefits. We estimate that these benefits range from 2 to 60 
trillion (2020 US$) and that the corresponding rates of return on R&D spending range from 12% to 
23% per year for 30 y. We discuss the current shortfall in R&D spending and public policies that can 
move current funding closer to the optimal level. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
CDRH Announces Partnership to Develop New Methods to Accelerate Diagnostic Device 
Development for Underserved Populations – FDA  
June 26, 2024 
Today, the FDA’s Center for Devices and Radiological Health (CDRH) is announcing a partnership with 
the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation to create new analytical methods to help the development 
of breath-based diagnostic devices for disease detection in underserved populations.  
 
In particular, these methods are intended to identify multiple chemicals or biomarkers in complex 
chemical mixtures, and thereby increase the potential for chemical characterization to identify multiple 
chemicals when used in premarket device testing.      
   
Due to high costs and the complexity of the instruments needed to perform an analysis, disease 
detection in remote and impoverished areas can be extremely challenging. These new 
methods are intended to help developers create a more efficient and affordable option that 
could be more easily deployed across populations  living in rural and remote areas.  
  

https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2321978121
https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2321978121
https://www.pnas.org/action/doSearch?ContribAuthorRaw=Tortorice%2C+Daniel
https://www.pnas.org/action/doSearch?ContribAuthorRaw=Rappuoli%2C+Rino
https://www.pnas.org/action/doSearch?ContribAuthorRaw=Bloom%2C+David+E
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/medical-devices-news-and-events/cdrh-announces-partnership-develop-new-methods-accelerate-diagnostic-device-development-underserved
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/medical-devices-news-and-events/cdrh-announces-partnership-develop-new-methods-accelerate-diagnostic-device-development-underserved


 
 

To ensure confidence in our measurement techniques, this project will include developing, 
curating, and validating an interactive web database of both healthy breath and breath 
infected with Mycobacterium tuberculosis bacteria (TB). Using spectral criteria and a scoring 
system based on robust analytical chemistry methods, the web database can then be used by 
innovators and researchers to assist in identifying important diagnostic biomarkers for TB patients. 
  
This full characterization and establishment of a basal-level breath-print will give the diagnostics 
community the ability to confidently identify disease biomarkers and facilitate the development of next-
generation diagnostic devices that can be used by clinicians and consumers at the point of care and in 
the home… 
 
With the support of a $1.9 million grant from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, the 
goal of this collaboration will ultimately be the development of a pathway for identification 
and an opportunity for treatment of disease in rural and medically underserved areas.   
  
The FDA will work toward this goal, in collaboration with the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology (NIST), which is also partnering with the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation...  
  
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
MSF strengthening commitment to access to products for healthcare  
Access to medicines  
Press Release  25 Jun 2024  
 
Driven by a new collective vision to expand our efforts to improve access to products for healthcare for 
people in greatest need, Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) is implementing a new structure that 
will replace the MSF Access Campaign and build on its remarkable achievements. 
 
“As we undergo this transition, we continue our work and commitment to getting medicines and urgent 
healthcare products to the people and communities who are often denied access to them," says Dr. 
Christos Christou, MSF international president. 
 
People face unacceptable levels of suffering because of a lack of access to products for healthcare, in 
places where MSF works and beyond. Being able to access and afford the right products - vital medical 
tools - for healthcare is essential to MSF's ability to provide quality medical assistance to people who 
need it most. 
 
MSF has a long history of innovation and developing adapted products for communities facing crisis as 
well as in challenging unfair practices affecting the availability and pricing of drugs, diagnostics and 
vaccines. 
 
Since its launch in 1999, the Access Campaign has fought to tear down structural barriers 
that prevent medical teams and patients from accessing healthcare products needed to 
save lives. The work is a critical part of the implementation of the organisation’s social mission. 
 
“Over the coming decade, MSF will redouble its efforts to deliver tangible improvements in access to 
products for healthcare, proudly building on the exceptional work that the Access Campaign has done 
for the last 25 years,” says Dr. Christos Christou, MSF international president. 
 

https://www.msf.org/msf-strengthening-commitment-access-products-healthcare
https://www.msfaccess.org/


 
 

The new structure will be closer to our medical humanitarian operations, to better support 
the needs of the communities we assist. Five regional offices (in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia; 
Nairobi, Kenya; Dakar, Senegal; Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; and Brussels, Belgium) will work 
together with our operational teams and patients as well as with our partners and networks. A 
dedicated internal fund will also be set up to support access-related initiatives throughout the 
organisation. 
 
MSF’s focus is on directly addressing the problems our patients and our operational teams 
face. MSF will also continue to work globally to address systemic barriers causing or amplifying these 
problems. This includes advocating for changes to policy and practices that determine who can or 
cannot access lifesaving healthcare products in many of the more than 70 countries around the world 
where MSF works. 
 
These changes and evolution are the result of over two years of in-depth consultations 
with hundreds of MSF staff. This new structure is expected to be operational from January 
2025 and will initially focus on continuing key work currently run by the Access Campaign. 
 
MSF remains committed to improving the accessibility, availability, affordability, appropriateness and 
quality of products for healthcare for the patients and communities we assist. 
 
:::::: 
 
In an open letter, Unitaid urges MSF to continue its critical work in advancing access for 
key health products 
27 June 2024 
   In an open letter to the international president of Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF), Unitaid urges MSF 
to continue its critical work to advance access to health technologies. Unitaid’s letter follows news that 
MSF plans to shut down the Access Campaign, an international advocacy project that works to increase 
access to essential health products, by the end of 2024… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 

Polio – PHEIC 
 
Polio this week as of 26 June 2024 - GPEI 
 
Summary of new polioviruses this week, cases and positive environmental isolates: 
:: Pakistan:  ten WPV1-positive environmental samples 
:: Ethiopia:  one cVDPV2 case 
:: Madagascar :  two cVDPV1-positive environmental samples 
:: South Sudan:  one cVDPV2-positive environmental sample 
:: Yemen:  five cVDVP2 cases 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
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::::::  
:::::: 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 29 June 2024]  
https://www.who.int/news 
Selected News/Announcements/Statements  
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region  
:: Rallying action to curb cholera in Nigeria’s Lagos state  
27 June 2024  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
:: PAHO 174th session of the Executive Committee concludes with approval of resolutions 
to strengthen health in the Americas 
Washington, D.C., June 28, 2024 (PAHO) - The 174th session of the Executive Committee of the Pan 
American Health Organization (PAHO) concluded yesterday after four days of deliberations, where 
representatives of the nine Member States that make up this governing body, and observers, 
addressed a critical agenda for public health in the region… 
:: New PAHO report shows NCDs continue as main cause of death and disability in the 
Americas, warns countries to prepare health systems for rapidly aging population 
Washington D.C. 28 June 2024 – A new report launched by the Pan American Health Organization 
(PAHO) reveals that while overall life expectancy has risen in the Americas, so has the number of 
people living with noncommunicable diseases (NCDs). Rapid population aging has led to an increase in 
ill health and disabilities caused by noncommunicable… 
:: Nearly 1.8 billion adults at risk of disease from not doing enough physical activity 
26 June 2024 | Geneva —  New data show that nearly one third (31%) of adults worldwide, 
approximately 1.8 billion people, did not meet the recommended levels of physical activity in 2022. The 
findings point to a worrying trend of physical inactivity among adults, which has increased by about 5 
percentage points between 2010 and 2022.If the… 
:: Over 3 million annual deaths due to alcohol and drug use, majority among men 
25 June 2024 — A new report from the World Health Organization (WHO) highlights that 2.6 million 
deaths per year were attributable to alcohol consumption, accounting for 4.7% of all deaths, and 0.6 
million deaths to psychoactive drug use. Notably, 2 million of alcohol and 0.4 million of drug-
attributable deaths were among men.WHO’s … 
:: PAHO Executive Committee opens to discuss priority issues, including epidemic 
intelligence and health sector action on climate change 
Washington, D.C., June 24, 2024 (PAHO) - The Executive Committee of the Pan American Health 
Organization (PAHO) today began its 174th session in Washington, D.C., addressing more than 40 
crucial issues to improve health in the Americas. Topics of discussion will include strengthening the 
health sector in the face of climate change, and… 
 

https://www.who.int/news
http://www.afro.who.int/
https://www.afro.who.int/countries/nigeria/news/rallying-action-curb-cholera-nigerias-lagos-state
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https://www.paho.org/en/news/28-6-2024-paho-174th-session-executive-committee-concludes-approval-resolutions-strengthen
https://www.paho.org/en/news/28-6-2024-paho-174th-session-executive-committee-concludes-approval-resolutions-strengthen
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https://www.paho.org/en/news/28-6-2024-new-paho-report-shows-ncds-continue-main-cause-death-and-disability-americas-warns
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https://www.paho.org/en/news/24-6-2024-paho-executive-committee-opens-discuss-priority-issues-including-epidemic
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WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: 25 June 2024   News release 
Building evidence for the use of bacteriophages against antimicrobial resistance 
:: 25 June 2024   Departmental update 
Building a preparedness leadership workforce: a WHO Collaborating Centre guides the way 
:: 24 June 2024    Statement 
Statement – We are a long way from ending TB in the European Region, but there is hope 
on the horizon 
:: 24 June 2024   Media release 
Securing our TB-free future: eastern European and central Asian health leaders increase 
political commitment to ending TB 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region   EMRO 
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO - Emergency situation reports 
Latest WHO official reports for emergency situations. 
 
Multi-country outbreak of mpox, External situation report#34- 28 June 2024  
 
WHO's Operational Update on Health Emergencies - May 2024  
 
:::::: 
 
Disease Outbreak News (DONs)  
Latest WHO Disease Outbreak News (DONs), providing information on confirmed acute public health 
events or potential events of concern.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Weekly Epidemiological Record 
https://www.who.int/publications/journals/weekly-epidemiological-record 
Vol. 99, No. 26, pp. 339–350  28 June 2024 
PDF: https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/378072/WER9926-eng-fre.pdf 
:: 339 Index of countries/areas 

:: 339 Index, Volume 99, 2024, Nos. 1–26 

:: 342 Persistent transmission of circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus – Somalia, January 2017–March 

2024 
 
::::: 
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New WHO Publications        
https://www.who.int/publications/i 
Selected  
27 June 2024  
Antimicrobial Resistance Diagnostic Initiative 
 
26 June 2024  
Handbook for conducting assessments of barriers to effective coverage with health 
services 
 
26 June 2024  
Target product profile for a diagnostic test to confirm cure of visceral leishmaniasis 
 
25 June 2024  
Enhancing compliance to good manufacturing practices and pharmaceutical quality system 
requirements in...  
 
24 June 2024  
Refugee and migrant health system review: challenges and opportunities for long-term 
health system strengthening in Jordan  
 
24 June 2024  
Mekong malaria elimination: epidemiology summary, volume 24, October–December 2023 
  
24 June 2024  
Report of the first meeting of the Global Onchocerciasis Network for Elimination: Saly, 
Senegal, 1-2...  
 
24 June 2024  
Translating global and regional political commitments towards ending TB into action in the 
South-East...  
 
::::::   
::::::   
 
USA – HHS, FDA, CDC  
 
HHS 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
FDA 
Press Announcements 
FDA Roundup: June 28, 2024 
… On Wednesday, the FDA announced a partnership with the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation to create new analytical methods to help the development of breath-based 
diagnostic devices for infectious disease detection in underserved populations, thereby 
promoting and fostering health equity. “Guided by our shared interest in advancing health equity and 
equality, this partnership can ultimately open the possibility of widespread disease detection in 
medically underserved populations both domestically and globally,” said CDRH Director Jeff Shuren, 

https://www.who.int/publications/i
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240072015
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240072015
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https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240096011
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240096011
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240096011
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240094970
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240094970
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240094970
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240094970
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/B09068
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/B09068
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240087453
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M.D., J.D., and CDRH’s Office of Science and Engineering Laboratories (OSEL) Director Ed Margerrison, 
Ph.D. The methods will include a database of chemical information, criteria for classifying confidence of 
a chemical identification and a web application for analysis of mass spectrometry data. These methods 
are intended to help drive confidence in measurement techniques and ultimately reduce risk for 
developers, medical device innovators and regulators. 
 
June 26, 2024 - FDA Guidance Provides New Details on Diversity Action Plans Required for 
Certain Clinical Studies 
Today, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration issued a draft guidance, “Diversity Action Plans to 
Improve Enrollment of Participants from Underrepresented Populations in Clinical Studies,” to assist 
medical product sponsors in submitting Diversity Action Plans to support certain clinical studies. 
Diversity Action Plans are intended to increase clinical study enrollment of participants of historically 
underrepresented populations to help improve the data the agency receives about the patients who 
may potentially use the medical product… 
 
FDA VRBPAC 
Advisory Committee Calendar 
No meetings appear on calendar. 
 
CDC/ACIP [U.S.] [to 29 June 2024] 
http://www.cdc.gov/media/index.html 
Latest News  
Readout of Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices Meeting Held June 26 – 28, 
2024 
June 28, 2024CDC’s Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) met June 26 – 28 to discuss 
data on multiple vaccines. The agenda and presentations are online. 
 
CDC Recommends Updated 2024-2025 COVID-19 and Flu Vaccines for Fall/Winter Virus 
Season 
June 27, 2024Today, CDC recommended the updated 2024-2025 COVID-19 vaccines and the updated 
2024-2025 flu vaccines to protect against severe COVID-19 and flu this fall and winter. 
 
CDC Updates RSV Vaccination Recommendation for Adults 
June 26, 2024 
 
ACIP Meetings 
Next ACIP Meeting 
June 26-28 - Draft Agenda 
 
MMWR  Weekly 
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/index2023.html 
June 27, 2024 / No. 25 
PDF of this issue 
:: Persistent Transmission of Circulating Vaccine-Derived Poliovirus — Somalia, January 2017–March 
2024  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
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European Medicines Agency  [EMA] 
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news 
News & Press Releases  
Meeting highlights from the Committee for Medicinal Products for Human Use (CHMP) 24-
27 June 2024 
28 June 2024 
10 new medicines recommended for approval; another 11 medicines recommended for extension of 
their therapeutic indications 
   … mResvia (Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) mRNA vaccine) received a positive opinion from the 
CHMP for prevention in adults 60 years of age and older of lower respiratory tract disease and acute 
respiratory disease caused by respiratory syncytial virus, a common respiratory virus that usually 
causes mild, cold-like symptoms but can lead to serious consequences in older adults. This is the first 
mRNA vaccine targeting a different pathogen than SARS-CoV-2 that receives a positive opinion from 
the CHMP… 
 
European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control  
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en 
News/Updates/Reports/Publications  [Selected] 
Surveillance and monitoring 
Monthly measles and rubella monitoring report - May 2024  
27 Jun 2024  
This report provides an overview of measles and rubella cases reported to ECDC through The European 
Surveillance System (TESSy).  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Africa CDC   [to 29 June 2024]  
https://africacdc.org/ 
Press Releases, Statements  [Selected] 
Press Releases 
Data curation workshop seeks to strengthen sharing of data on disease-causing pathogens 
in Africa  
22 June 2024  
As part of its programme to expand capacity in and support for pathogen genomics around Africa, the 
Africa Centres for Disease Control and Prevention hosted its first training in data curation, a pillar of 
modern data science. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
China CDC   
http://www.chinacdc.cn/en/ 
 
National Health Commission of the People's Republic of China  [to 29 June 2024] 
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
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National Medical Products Administration – PRC  [to 29 June 2024] 
http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/  
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
China CDC  
CCDC Weekly Reports: Current Volume (6) 
2024-06-28 / No. 26  INFECTIOUS DISEASE ISSUE 
View  PDF of this issue 
- Preplanned Studies: The Epidemiological Characteristics of Mpox Cases — China, 2023  
- Preplanned Studies: Protection of Omicron Sub-Lineage Infection Against Reinfection with Another 

Omicron Sub-Lineage: Systematic Review, Meta-Analysis, and Meta-Regression — Worldwide, 
2022–2023  

- Methods and Applications: Exploring the Lagged Correlation Between Baidu Index and Influenza-
Like Illness — China, 2014–2019  

- Methods and Applications: Comparison Between Threshold Method and Artificial Intelligence 
Approaches for Early Warning of Respiratory Infectious Diseases — Weifang City, Shandong 
Province, China, 2020–2023  
Recollection: The COVID-19 Vaccines Evaluation Program: Implementation, 
Management, and Experiences, 2021–2023  
Tingting Yan, et al. 
Abstract 
In 2021, China’s domestically produced coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) vaccines received 
approval from regulatory bodies and were administered worldwide. Due to a low number of 
infections within China during that period, it became imperative to evaluate the vaccines’ real-world 
effectiveness through international studies. To facilitate this, China CDC launched the COVID-19 
Vaccines Evaluation Program (COVEP). This program formed research collaboration agreements 
with health institutes across five World Health Organization regions, addressing key questions 
about vaccine performance through ten cooperative agreements. The findings from COVEP projects 
reinforced confidence, both domestically and globally, in the effectiveness of the vaccines produced 
in China. Moreover, the outcomes observed internationally were frequently mirrored by later studies 
conducted within China. COVEP thus pioneered a novel approach for fostering cross-national 
research collaborations, addressing significant public health issues and exemplifying a framework 
for international cooperation. This approach is in line with the strategic objectives and other 
development efforts of China CDC’s national disease control and prevention initiatives. 
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Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 29 June 2024] 
https://alleninstitute.org/news-pre ss/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
    
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 29 June 2024] 
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/ideas/media-center 
Press Releases & Statements 
Press release   
Bill Gates Meets With Pakistan Prime Minister, Government Leaders, and Health Workers 
to Discuss Polio, Health Systems, and Economic Advancement 
   ISLAMABAD (June 24, 2024) – Bill Gates, co-chair of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, met with 
Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, Deputy Prime Minister Ishaq Dar, federal cabinet ministers, 
provincial ministers of health and chief secretaries and Chief of Army Staff General Asim Munir today to 
discuss their joint commitments to improving the lives of vulnerable people—especially women and 
girls—and advancing their shared goals in health, nutrition, climate adaptation, technology, and 
financial inclusion… 
 
 
Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute    [to 29 June 2024] 
https://www.gatesmri.org/news 
The Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute is a non-profit biotech organization. Our mission is 
to develop products to fight malaria, tuberculosis, and diarrheal diseases—three major causes of 
mortality, poverty, and inequality in developing countries. The world has unprecedented scientific tools 
at its disposal; now is the time to use them to save the lives of the world's poorest people  
News: Articles and Publications 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CARB-X   [to 29 June 2024] 
https://carb-x.org/ 
News 
06.27.2024  |   
CARB-X funds Prompt Diagnostics to develop a diagnostic to detect drug-resistant 
gonorrhea 
   Combating Antibiotic-Resistant Bacteria Biopharmaceutical Accelerator (CARB-X) is awarding Prompt 
Diagnostics LLC US$1 million to further the development of a portable PCR platform with high 
multiplexing capabilities that, if successful, detect multiple pathogenic bacteria targets and their 
antibiotic susceptibility which will help to guide treatment at the point-of-care. 
 
 
CEPI – Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations  [to 29 June 2024] 
http://cepi.net/  
Latest News 
Latest experts appointed to join CEPI’s Scientific Advisory Committee  
24th June 2024 
  CEPI has appointed eight new experts to its  Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC), an external expert 
group which provides guidance and recommendations to CEPI on R&D programmes and broader 
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outbreak response efforts. 
    The new members' scientific input, guidance and challenge will be critical in the continued 
implementation of the CEPI 2.0 strategy, which aims to accelerate the development of vaccines and 
other biological countermeasures to tackle emerging infectious diseases and enhance global 
preparedness for future epidemic and pandemic threats… 
   The new SAC members are:  
Associate Professor Ifedayo Adetifa, Independent Public Health Expert, Nigeria 
Dr Paula Goldin, Senior Medical Director PPD, Thermo Fisher, Argentina  
Dr Beth-Ann Griswold Coller, Consultant, BCG Vaccine Consulting LLC, USA  
Professor Kevin Kee-Jong Hong, Korea mRNA Vaccine Initiative, Korea  
Dr Luciana C. C. Leite, Head of Recombinant BCG Laboratory, Instituto Butantan, Brazil,    
Dr Placide Mbala-Kingebeni, Head of Epidemiology and Global Health Department, Institut National de  
    Recherche Biomedicale, Democratic Republic of Congo  
Mr Sly Ngoni Mutyavaviri, Senior GMP Inspector, Medicines Control Authority of Zimbabwe and SADC  
    Medicines Regulatory Harmonisation Inspections Coordinator, SADC Medicines Regulatory  
   Harmonisation, Zimbabwe   
Dr Andre Siqueira, Public Health Researcher, Fundação Oswaldo Cruz (Fiocruz), Brazil  
 
 
CIOMS – COUNCIL FOR INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS OF MEDICAL SCIENCES  [to 29 
June 2024] 
https://cioms.ch/ 
News; Publications; Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
DARPA – Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency [U.S.] [to 29 June 2024 
https://www.darpa.mil/news 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Duke Global Health Innovation Center  [to 29 June 2024] 
https://dukeghic.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EDCTP    [to 29 June 2024] 
http://www.edctp.org/ 
The European & Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership (EDCTP) aims to accelerate the 
development of new or improved drugs, vaccines, microbicides and diagnostics against HIV/AIDS, 
tuberculosis and malaria as well as other poverty-related and neglected infectious diseases in sub-
Saharan Africa, with a focus on phase II and III clinical trials 
News 
Website not responding at inquiry. 
 
 
Emory Vaccine Center    [to 29 June 2024] 
http://www.vaccines.emory.edu/ 
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Vaccine Center News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
European Vaccine Initiative  [to 29 June 2024] 
http://www.euvaccine.eu/  
Latest News, Events  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 29 June 2024] 
Evidence Aid aims to save lives and livelihoods in disasters by providing decision-makers with the best 
available evidence and by championing its use. 
http://www.evidenceaid.org/  
Resources [Selected]  
Models and components of risk communication in disasters 
Added June 23, 2024  
 
Ethical decision making in disasters and emergencies 
Added June 22, 2024 
 
 
Fondation Merieux  [to 29 June 2024] 
http://www.fondation-merieux.org/ 
News, Events   
Événement co-organisé par la Fondation Mérieux  
2ème édition du cours avancé sur l’épidémiologie dans les situations d’urgence complexes 
15 - 19 juillet 2024 - Centre des Pensières, Veyrier-du-Lac (France)  
 
 
Gavi [to 29 June 2024] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified 
 
 
GE2P2 Global Foundation   [to 29 June 2024] 
www.ge2p2.org 
News/Analysis/Publications-Digests/Statements 
:: Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review - Current edition 
:: Informed Consent: A Monthly Review –  June 2024  
:: Public Consultations Watch :: Global Calls for Input/Public Comment – 17 June 2024 – Issue 19 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 29 June 2024] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
Press Releases  
No new digest content identified. 
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Global Fund  [to 29 June 2024] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
News & Stories  
27 June 2024  
Global Fund and Unitaid Increase Collaboration to Advance Equitable Access to Health 
Products  
   The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria (the Global Fund) and Unitaid signed a new 
collaboration framework to advance equitable access to high-quality and affordable health products 
and innovations in low- and middle-income countries ...  
 
26 June 2024  
Global Fund to Provide Emergency HIV and TB Prevention Services Amidst Violence in Haiti  
   The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria (the Global Fund) has approved over 
US$1.8 million in emergency funding to urgently provide HIV and tuberculosis (TB) prevention services 
to victims/survivors of gender-based violence (GBV), dis...  
 
24 June 2024  
UNAIDS and Global Fund Sign a New Strategic Framework for Their Collaboration to End 
AIDS  
   UNAIDS Executive Director, Winnie Byanyima, and Executive Director of The Global Fund to Fight 
AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria (the Global Fund), Peter Sands, signed a new strategic framework for 
cooperation and collaboration to end AIDS (2024 –2028)...  
 
 
Global Research Collaboration for Infectious Disease Preparedness [GloPID-R] [to 29 June 
2024] 
https://www.glopid-r.org/news/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Hilleman Laboratories   [to 29 June 2024] 
http://www.hilleman-labs.org/ 
News & Insights 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 29 June 2024] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news  
Press Room        
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Human Immunome Project  [nee Human Vaccines Project]  [to 29 June 2024] 
https://www.humanimmunomeproject.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IAVI  [to 29 June 2024] 
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https://www.iavi.org/ 
News, Features 
June 24, 2024 
Advocates push for local manufacturing to achieve health equity in Africa  
    Research literacy learning collaborative led by CASPR brings together health advocates in Africa, 
linking the science of vaccine development to vaccine advocacy. 
 
 
INSERM   [to 29 June 2024] 
https://www.inserm.fr/en/home/ 
Press Releases  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Coalition of Medicines Regulatory Authorities [ICMRA] 
http://www.icmra.info/drupal/en/news 
Selected Statements, Press Releases, Research  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICH [International Council for Harmonisation of Technical Requirements for 
Pharmaceuticals for Human Use]  [to 29 June 2024] 
https://www.ich.org/ 
News/Pubs/Press Releases [Selective]  
Call for Public Comment: General Principles on Plan, Design, and Analysis of 
Pharmacoepidemiological Studies that Utilize Real-World Data for Safety Assessment of 
Medicines. 
   The guideline will focus on non-interventional pharmacoepidemiological studies using Real-World 
Data (RWD) and will include basic principles that may apply to these studies when real-world data 
elements are included. 
   Varying deadlines depending on regulatory authority 
 
 

ICRC  [to 29 June 2024] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
What’s New   [Selected]         
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFFIm 
http://www.iffim.org/ 
Press Releases/Announcements  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFRC   [to 29 June 2024] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Press Releases [Selected]  
EU Youth Empowerment Fund through the Global Youth Mobilization launch ‘Open Call’ to 
empower young people to drive the SDG Agenda 
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27/06/2024 | Press release 
 
 
Institut Pasteur   [to 29 June 2024] 
https://www.pasteur.fr/en/press-area 
Press Documents 
No new digest content identified....  
 
 
ISC / International Science Council  [to 29 June 2024] 
https://council.science/current/ 
ISC is a non-governmental organization with a unique global membership that brings together 40 
international scientific Unions and Associations and over 140 national and regional scientific 
organizations including Academies and Research Councils.  
Latest Updates 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Union of Immunological Societies (IUIS) 
https://iuis.org/ 
News/Events [Selected]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IVAC  [to 29 June 2024] 
https://www.jhsph.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/ivac/index.html 
Updates; Events  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IVI   [to 29 June 2024] 
http://www.ivi.int/ 
IVI News & Announcements 
IVI, KDCA co-host ‘2024 Global Vaccine Forum’ to accelerate development of vaccines for 
pandemic diseases 
June 27, 2024 
 
Kingdom of Thailand assumes Presidency of IVI’s Global Council 
June 25, 2024 
 
  
Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security   [to 29 June 2024] 
https://centerforhealthsecurity.org/newsroom 
Center News  [Selected]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 29 June 2024]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Latest [Selected Announcements]  
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Lebanon  
Trapped in fear, Syrian refugees face unbearable choices in Lebanon  
Project Update 28 Jun 2024  
 
Myanmar  
MSF suspends medical activities in northern Rakhine state, Myanmar  
Project Update 27 Jun 2024  
 
Access to medicines  
MSF strengthening commitment to access to products for healthcare  
Press Release 25 Jun 2024  
 
 
National Academy of Medicine - USA  [to 29 June 2024] 
https://nam.edu/programs/ 
News [Selected] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
National Academies-Sciences-Engineering-Medicine [NASEM]- USA  [to 29 June 2024] 
https://www.nationalacademies.org/newsroom? 
News  
Register for June 26 State of the Science Address 
Issues to be discussed include: 
- U.S. global competitiveness in science and technology 
- Alignment of U.S. research efforts with critical national priorities as public and private R&D funding 

shifts 
- STEMM education to adequately prepare the next generation of leaders 
- Public trust in science in an era of misinformation and disinformation 
 
 
National Vaccine Program Office - U.S. HHS  [to 29 June 2024] 
https://www.hhs.gov/vaccines/about/index.html 
Upcoming Meetings/Latest Updates  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
NIH  [to 29 June 2024] 
http://www.nih.gov/  
New Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
PATH  [to 29 June 2024]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
Newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Sabin Vaccine Institute  [to 29 June 2024] 
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https://www.sabin.org/press/ 
Latest News & Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 29 June 2024]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
News, Stories, Updates 
Press release 
Governments, civil society and United Nations agencies join together to “accelerate and 
sustain” a resilient response to HIV 
   GENEVA, 27 June 2024—At the 54th meeting of UNAIDS’ Programme Coordinating Board (PCB) 
which concluded today in Geneva, Switzerland, governments, civil society and United Nations agencies 
united in a shared commitment to accelerate progress to meet the 2025 AIDS targets and sustain the 
gains of the global HIV response toward 2030 and beyond… 
 
 
UNICEF  [to 29 June 2024] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Latest press releases, news notes and statements 
Remarks  27 June 2024  
UNICEF Director of Emergency Operations, Lucia Elmi’s remarks on Sudan at the Daily 
Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesperson for the Secretary-General  
    YORK, 27 June 2024 – "The widespread food insecurity that my colleagues at FAO and WFP have 
described has a particularly devastating effect on, and creates specific and distinctly chilling risks for 
Sudan’s children - boys and girls. "Our projections indicate that 3.7 million children will suffer from 
acute malnutrition this year, with over…  
 
Press release  27 June 2024  
Sudan is facing an unprecedented hunger catastrophe, say UN agency chiefs  
   ROME/NEW YORK, 27 June 2024 – Alarming new food security projections  for Sudan published 
today show that Sudan is facing a devastating hunger catastrophe on a scale not seen since the Darfur 
crisis in the early 2000s, warn the heads of three United Nations agencies. The Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (FAO), UN Children’s…  
 
 
Unitaid  [to 29 June 2024] 
https://unitaid.org/ 
Featured News 
27 June 2024 
In an open letter, Unitaid urges MSF to continue its critical work in advancing access for 
key health products 
 
27 June 2024 
Global Fund and Unitaid Increase Collaboration to Advance Equitable Access to Health 
Products 
   The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria (the Global Fund) and Unitaid signed a new 
collaboration framework to advance equitable access to high-quality and affordable health products 
and innovations in low- and middle-income countries over the next three years. 
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Vaccine Equity Cooperative [nee Initiative]   [to 29 June 2024] 
https://vaccineequitycooperative.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Vaccination Acceptance & Demand Initiative [Sabin)  [to 29 June 2024] 
https://www.vaccineacceptance.org/ 
Announcements, Blog 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Vaccine Confidence Project  [to 29 June 2024] 
http://www.vaccineconfidence.org/ 
News, Research and Reports 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Vaccine Education Center – Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia  [to 29 June 2024] 
http://www.chop.edu/centers-programs/vaccine-education-center 
News 
June 2024: Vaccines and Infectious Diseases in the News 
Published on Jun 12, 2024  
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 29 June 2024] 
https://wellcome.org/ 
News. Opinion, Reports 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Wistar Institute   [to 29 June 2024] 
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
Press Releases 
Wistar’s Dr. Noam Auslander Awarded $600K V Foundation Grant to Identify Connections 
between Gut Microbial Genes & Melanoma Immunotherapy  
   PHILADELPHIA — (Thursday, June 27, 2024) — The Wistar Institute’s Noam Auslander, Ph.D., 
assistant professor in the Molecular and Cellular Oncogenesis Program at the Ellen and Ronald Caplan 
Cancer … 
 
 
World Bank [to 29 June 2024] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
All News  [Selected] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WFPHA: World Federation of Public Health Associations  [to 29 June 2024] 
https://www.wfpha.org/ 
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Blog, Event 
Webinar: Enhancing Vaccination Data Collection for Healthcare Workers in LICs and LMICs 
Jun 28, 2024 
   Webinar: Enhancing Vaccination Data Collection for Healthcare Workers in LICs and LMICsDate: 26th 
June 2024 | 10:00 - 11:00 CEST This webinar addresses the critical need to gather comprehensive 
vaccination data on healthcare workers in low-income... 
 
 
World Medical Association [WMA]   [to 29 June 2024] 
https://www.wma.net/news-press/press-releases/ 
Press Releases  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health [OIE] [to 29 June 2024] 
https://www.oie.int/en/ 
Press Releases, Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
ARM [Alliance for Regenerative Medicine]  [to 29 June 2024] 
https://alliancerm.org/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BIO    [to 29 June 2024] 
https://www.bio.org/press-releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
DCVMN – Developing Country Vaccine Manufacturers Network  [to 29 June 2024] 
http://www.dcvmn.org/ 
News; Upcoming events 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2024 
October 16 - 18, 2024  São Paulo, Brazil 
 
 
ICBA – International Council of Biotechnology Associations   [to 29 June 2024] 
https://internationalbiotech.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest announcements identified. 
 
 
IFPMA   [to 29 June 2024] 
https://ifpma.org/ 
News, Statements  [Selected] 
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No new digest announcements identified. 
 
 
International Alliance of Patients’ Organizations – IAPO  [to 29 June 2024] 
https://www.iapo.org.uk/news 
Press and media [Selected] 
No new digest announcements identified. 
 
 
International Generic and Biosimilar Medicines Association [IGBA] 
https://www.igbamedicines.org/ 
News 
No new digest announcements identified. 
 
 
PhRMA    [to 29 June 2024] 
http://www.phrma.org/  
Press Releases   
No new digest announcements identified. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Vaccines/Therapeutics/Medicines – Selected Developer/Manufacturer Announcements  
 
AstraZeneca 
Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified. 
  
Bavarian Nordic 
Latest News  
June 28, 2024 
Bavarian Nordic Joins Global Efforts to Fight Mpox Outbreak in Africa  
:: Bavarian Nordic is committed to support global efforts to address the mpox situation in Africa 
through a donation of 15,000 doses of mpox vaccine 
:: Emergency Use Authorization for the MVA-BN vaccine has been issued in the DR Congo 
 
June 26, 2024 
Bavarian Nordic Submits Marketing Authorization Application for its Chikungunya Vaccine 
Candidate to EMA 
 
Bharat Biotech  
Press Releases   - No new digest announcements identified. 
 
BioCubaFarma – Cuba  
Últimas Noticias  - - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Biological E  
News   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
BioNTech 

https://www.iapo.org.uk/news
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http://www.phrma.org/press-room
https://www.astrazeneca.com/media-centre/press-releases.html
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https://www.biologicale.com/news.html


 
 

Press Releases    
27 June 2024  
Pfizer and BioNTech Receive Positive CHMP Opinion for Omicron JN.1-adapted COVID-19 
Vaccine in the European Union    
:: The updated COVID-19 vaccine is tailored to the Omicron JN.1 lineage of SARS-CoV-2 and is 
recommended for individuals 6 months of age and older 
:: Recommendation is based on pre-clinical and epidemiological data showing that the JN.1-adapted 
monovalent COVID-19 vaccine generates an improved immune response against multiple JN.1 
sublineages 
;; Doses will be ready to ship to applicable EU member states immediately upon authorization by the 
European Commission 
 
Boehringer 
Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified. 
 
CanSinoBIO 
News - Website not responding at inquiry 
 
CIGB 
Latest News   - No new digest announcements identified. 
 
Cinnagen 
Recent News   - No new digest announcements identified. 
  
Clover Biopharmaceuticals – China  
News   - No new digest announcements identified. 
 
Curevac  [Bayer Ag – Germany] 
News   - No new digest announcements identified. 
 
Gamaleya National Center/Sputnik  
Latest News and Events - No new digest announcements identified   [Last: 09 Nov 2020] 
https://sputnikvaccine.com/  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last: 31 Aug 2022] 
 
GSK 
Press releases for media   
26 June 2024  
Statement: US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Advisory Committee on 
Immunisation Practices updates recommendations on adult RSV vaccines ahead of the 
next season 
   GSK today announced that the US CDC ACIP voted in favour of recommending the routine use of 
RSV vaccines in all adults aged 75 and above. 
 
EuBiologics, S Korea 
News  - No new digest announcements identified. 
 
IMBCAMS, China 
Home  - Website not responding at inquiry. 
 
Janssen/JNJ 

https://investors.biontech.de/news/press-releases
https://investors.biontech.de/news-releases/news-release-details/pfizer-and-biontech-receive-positive-chmp-opinion-omicron-jn1
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https://www.gsk.com/en-gb/media/
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Press Releases   - No new digest announcements identified. 
 
Merck 
News releases  
CDC’S ACIP Unanimously Recommends Merck’s CAPVAXIVE™ (Pneumococcal 21-valent 
Conjugate Vaccine) for Pneumococcal Vaccination in Appropriate Adults 
June 27, 2024 
 
USDA Approves Merck Animal Health’s NOBIVAC® NXT Canine Flu H3N2 – The First and 
Only RNA-Particle Technology Vaccine for Canine Influenza 
June 25, 2024 
 
Moderna 
Press Releases   
June 28, 2024  
EMA Committee For Medicinal Products For Human Use Adopts Positive Opinion 
Recommending Marketing Authorization Of Moderna’s RSV Vaccine, mRESVIA(R)  
 
Nanogen 
News   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Novartis 
News  - No new digest announcements identified. 
 
Novavax 
Press Releases   
Jun 27, 2024 
Statement  COVID-19 
U.S. CDC & ACIP Recommend Use of Authorized and Approved 2024-2025 COVID-19 
Vaccines 
 
Jun 24, 2024  COVID-19 
Novavax Submits Application to European Medicines Agency for Updated Protein-based 
2024-2025 Formula COVID-19 Vaccine 
 
Pfizer 
Recent Press Releases    
06.27.2024  
Pfizer and BioNTech Receive Positive CHMP Opinion for Omicron JN.1-adapted COVID-19 
Vaccine in the European Union  
 
R-Pharm 
https://rpharm-us.com/index.php 
[No news or media page identified] 
 
Sanofi Pasteur   
Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified 
 
Serum Institute of India 
NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS   - No new digest announcements identified 
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Sinopharm/WIBPBIBP 
News  - No new digest announcements identified 
 
Sinovac 
Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified 
 
SK Biosciences 
Press Releases   
SK bioscience Acquires Global Biotech IDT Biologika  
2024.06.27 
-The company secures management control of IDT Biologika, a global CDMO company with state-of-
the-art manufacturing facilities in Germany. 
-SK bioscience will secure business capabilities of IDT Biologika, maintaining long-standing partnerships 
with leading global pharma companies and institutions, such as Takeda, German Government and 
CEPI. 
-The deal represents an initial leap forward into global markets with significant improvements in 
production infrastructures and securing key personnel.  
 
Takeda 
Newsroom  - No new digest announcements identified. 
 
Valneva 
Press Releases   
June 24, 2024  
Valneva Announces Health Canada Approval of the World’s First Chikungunya Vaccine, 
IXCHIQ® 
 
Vector State Research Centre of Viralogy and Biotechnology 
Home   - Website not responding [404 error] 
 
WestVac Biopharma  
Media   - No new digest announcements identified. 
 
Zhifei Longcom, China 
[Anhui Zhifei Longcom Biologic Pharmacy Co., Ltd.] 

Website   [No News/Announcements page identified] 
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Journal Watch 
   Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review continues its weekly scanning of key peer-reviewed 
journals to identify and cite articles, commentary and editorials, books reviews and other content 
supporting our focus on vaccine ethics and policy. Journal Watch is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative of themes and issues the Center is actively tracking. We selectively provide full text of some 
editorial and comment articles that are specifically relevant to our work. Successful access to some of 
the links provided may require subscription or other access arrangement unique to the publisher.  
     If you would like to suggest other journal titles to include in this service, please contact David Curry 
at: david.r.curry@centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.org 
 
 
AJOB Empirical Bioethics 
Volume 15, 2023  Issue 2 
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uabr21/current 
ELSIcon Special Issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
AMA Journal of Ethics 
Volume 26, Number 6: E435-505   June 2024 
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/issue/antimicrobial-stewardship 
Antimicrobial Resistance  
Microbes include bacteria, parasites, viruses, and fungi that constantly evolve. Antimicrobial resistance 
(AMR) happens when microbes change, becoming harder to treat in individual human and nonhuman 
animals and plants with antibiotic, antiparasitic, antiviral, and antifungal agents. Resistant pathogens 
are easily transmissible across human and nonhuman ecology, and this theme issue attends to ethical, 
clinical, and policy dimensions of this set of problems. National and international burden of AMR has 
been assessed in terms of infection incidence, deaths, hospital length of stay, and location-specific 
costs of developing and applying specific pathogen-drug combinations to try to save lives and preserve 
food supplies. Routine and focused surveillance is key to understanding microbiological, individual, 
social, and ecological root causes, downstream effects, and sources of domestic and global inequity in 
AMR. 
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   In recent years, polygenic risk scores (PRSs) have evolved from a statistical metric into a tool poised 
for introduction into clinical use. Yet, for all the promise presented by PRSs, researchers from multiple 
fields have highlighted several areas of concern that need to be considered before PRSs are fully 
integrated into standard of care. Chief among these are scientific and ethical matters related to the 
differential performance of PRSs across groups of humans. In this issue, Lewis et al. discuss how the 
eMERGE Network approached these challenges in a clinical trial that returned PRSs for ten conditions to 
over 25,000 US-based participants. 
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Most evidence of the waning of vaccine effectiveness is limited to a relatively short period after 
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Introduction to Special Issue   Open Access 
Foresight and futures thinking for international development co-operation: Promises and 
pitfalls 
Fraser Reilly-King,  Colleen Duggan,  Alex Wilner 
First Published: 12 June 2024 
Abstract 
Motivation 
Strategic foresight is gaining traction for anticipating changes in a volatile, uncertain, complex, and 
ambiguous (VUCA) world—one which will require different mindsets and approaches. Yet international 
development co-operation practitioners have been slow to adopt foresight. 
Purpose 
What promises and pitfalls should development practitioners consider in order to integrate strategic 
foresight into their work? 
Methods and approach 
We review the literature on strategic foresight applied to development. We draw on reflections from 
the articles included in this special issue. We incorporate the International Development Research 
Centre's experiences and early insights on the use of foresight for development. 
Findings 
Strategic foresight provides tools to anticipate long-term and potentially disruptive change. To apply 
the approach effectively, organizations need to understand the debates about foresight. But no one 
size fits all: organizations must identify where and how foresight can best be used; be clear on its 
purpose, use, and end-users; be sensitive to how foresight intersects with broader calls for 
decolonizing development and the future; and should adapt methods to different sociocultural contexts. 
Connecting foresight practitioners and international development actors to explore potential synergies 
between these two worlds offers opportunities to innovate. 
Policy implications 
Traditional, short-term strategic planning, and reactive responses to emerging crises, are increasingly 
ill-suited to a VUCA world. To be fit for the future, international development actors must consider 
adding proactive longer-term anticipatory planning—that accommodates more systematic 
understanding and appreciation of plausible futures—to reactive responses. 
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Pages:365–373 
Published Online:9 April 2024 
https://doi.org/10.1089/hum.2023.186 
Abstract 
Cell and gene therapy (CGT) innovations have provided several significant breakthroughs in recent 
years. However, CGTs often come with a high upfront cost, raising questions about patient access, 
affordability, and long-term value. This study reviewed cost-effectiveness analysis (CEA) studies that 
have attempted to assess the long-term value of Food and Drug Administration (FDA)-approved CGTs. 
Two reviewers independently searched the Tufts Medical Center CEA Registry to identify all studies for 
FDA-approved CGTs, per January 2023. A data extraction template was used to summarize the 
evidence in terms of the incremental cost-effectiveness ratio expressed as the cost per quality-adjusted 
life year (QALY) and essential modeling assumptions, combined with a template to extract the 
adherence to the Consolidated Health Economic Evaluation Reporting Standards (CHEERS) checklist. 
The review identified 26 CEA studies for seven CGTs. Around half of the base-case cost-effectiveness 
results indicated that the cost per QALY was below $100,000-$150,000, often used as a threshold for 
reasonable cost-effectiveness in the United States. However, the results varied substantially across 
studies for the same treatment, ranging from being considered very cost-effective to far from cost-
effective. Most models were based on data from single-arm trials with relatively short follow-ups, and 
different long-term extrapolations between studies caused large differences in the modeled cost-
effectiveness results. In sum, this review showed that, despite the high upfront costs, many CGTs have 
cost-effectiveness evidence that can support long-term value. Nonetheless, substantial uncertainty 
regarding long-term value exists because so much of the modeling results are driven by uncertain 
extrapolations beyond the clinical trial data. 
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Anne B Chang, et al. 
Summary 
Indigenous peoples around the world bear a disproportionate burden of chronic respiratory diseases, 
which are associated with increased risks of morbidity and mortality. Despite the imperative to address 
global inequity, research focused on strengthening respiratory health in Indigenous peoples is lacking, 
particularly in low-income and middle-income countries. Drivers of the increased rates and severity of 
chronic respiratory diseases in Indigenous peoples include a high prevalence of risk factors (eg, 
prematurity, low birthweight, poor nutrition, air pollution, high burden of infections, and poverty) and 
poor access to appropriate diagnosis and care, which might be linked to colonisation and historical and 
current systemic racism. Efforts to tackle this disproportionate burden of chronic respiratory diseases 
must include both global approaches to address contributing factors, including decolonisation of health 
care and research, and local approaches, co-designed with Indigenous people, to ensure the provision 
of culturally strengthened care with more equitable prioritisation of resources. Here, we review 
evidence on the burden of chronic respiratory diseases in Indigenous peoples globally, summarise 
factors that underlie health disparities between Indigenous and non-Indigenous people, propose a 
framework of approaches to improve the respiratory health of Indigenous peoples, and outline future 
directions for clinical care and research. 
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Abstract 
Animal vaccines help maintain healthy livestock and poultry populations, improve food safety, and 
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income countries (LMICs) is low and considerably lags vaccination rates in high-income countries 
(HICs) (see fig. S1). Many of the existing gaps in the area of vaccine development and deployment for 
terrestrial food-producing animals could be hugely aided by changes in policy and increases in funding. 
But this is also a scientific problem of fundamental importance and applied relevance. Improvement 
could simultaneously help mitigate climate change and pandemic risk, tackle antimicrobial resistance, 
and fight poverty. Few global investments could claim to have similarly broad benefits at so modest a 
cost. 
 
 
Science and Engineering Ethics  
Volume 30, Issue 3  June 2024  
https://link.springer.com/journal/11948/volumes-and-issues/30-3 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Science Translational Medicine  
Volume 16| Issue 753| 26 Jun 2024 
https://www.science.org/toc/stm/current 
Viewpoint 
New government drug repurposing programs: Opportunities and uncertainties 
BY Johnathon Liddicoat, et al. 
26 Jun 2024 
  New government drug repurposing programs in the United States and Europe present new 
opportunities for stakeholders.  
 
 
Scientific Reports  
https://www.nature.com/srep/articles?type=article 
[Accessed 29 June 2024]  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Social Science & Medicine 
Volume 349  May 2024 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/social-science-and-medicine/vol/349/suppl/C 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Systematic Reviews  
https://systematicreviewsjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles 
[Accessed 29 June 2024]  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
  
Theoretical Medicine and Bioethics 
Volume 45, Issue 2  April 2024  
https://link.springer.com/journal/11017/volumes-and-issues/45-2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

https://link.springer.com/journal/11948/volumes-and-issues/30-3
https://www.science.org/toc/stm/current
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/scitranslmed.adl0998
https://www.nature.com/srep/articles?type=article
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/social-science-and-medicine/vol/349/suppl/C
https://systematicreviewsjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles
https://link.springer.com/journal/11017/volumes-and-issues/45-2


 
 

Travel Medicine and Infectious Diseases 
Volume 59  May–June 2024 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/travel-medicine-and-infectious-disease/vol/59/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Tropical Medicine & International Health   
Volume 29, Issue 6  Pages: i-iv, 447-540  June 2024 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13653156/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Vaccine    
Volume 42, Issue 18  Pages 3751-3930 (11 July 2024) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/vaccine/vol/42/issue/18 
Selected Content 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Vaccines 
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/vaccines 
[Accessed 29 June 2024]  
Open Access  Article 
Understanding the Reasons for Receiving HPV Vaccination among Eligible Adults in Italy  
by Grazia Miraglia del Giudice, Vincenza Sansone, Giorgia Della Polla and Italo Francesco Angelillo  
Vaccines 2024, 12(7), 728; https://doi.org/10.3390/vaccines12070728 (registering DOI) - 29 Jun 2024  
Abstract  
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Abstract  
Strengthening routine immunization systems to successfully deliver childhood vaccines during the 
second year of life (2YL) is critical for vaccine-preventable disease control. In Ghana, the 18-month 
visit provides opportunities to deliver the second dose of the measles–rubella vaccine (MR2) and for 
healthcare workers [...]  
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Vaccine hesitancy is one of the top ten threats to global health. Artificial intelligence-driven chatbots 
and motivational interviewing skills show promise in addressing vaccine hesitancy. This study aimed to 
develop and validate an artificial intelligence-driven motivational digital assistant in decreasing COVID-
19 vaccine hesitancy [...]  
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Abstract 
COVID-19 vaccinations have significantly controlled the pandemic. To elucidate their impact on the 
immune system, we developed a COVID-19 vaccination atlas through an integrative systems 
vaccinology approach. Our atlas includes both healthy individuals and those infected with or without 
prior vaccination, and covers the administration of five vaccines in different regimens: Covilo®, 
Zifivax®, Vaxzebria® or Covishield®, Spikevax®, and Comirnaty®. We identified critical markers to 
discriminate the various types of vaccines and infection, in which infection was associated with GATA3, 
ZNF3, KMT2A, ASXL1, SP100, and GZMM, and vaccine types were marked by ITGAM, ACTG1, LGALS3, 
and STAT5B. Additionally, we described the immunological signatures resulting from heterologous 
vaccination and infection, and also showed how a full vaccination regimen markedly limited the shift of 
immune responses during natural infection, thereby constraining disease progression. Finally, we 
described the common transcripts shared across COVID-19 vaccines and vaccines against other 
pathogens. 
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Ethics in medical research: A quantitative analysis of the observations of Ethics 
Committees in research protocols  
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Toapanta-Pinta 
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Abstract 
Objective To determine the frequency of observations made by Research Ethics Committees (RECs) 
regarding non-compliance with ethical principles in research. 
Methods We searched for articles published up to November 30, 2023. In the databases: PubMed, 
Scopus and Google Scholar. Single-proportion meta-analyses were performed with the R V.3.6.1 
program. 
PROSPERO Registry CRD42021291893 
Results 9 publications were reviewed, including cross-sectional, retrospective cohort, and descriptive 
studies. Lack of adherence to the ethical principle of justice was detected in up to 100% of the 
protocols evaluated. In addition, 9% (95% CI: 7-12) of observations in Latin America and 15% (95% 
CI: 9-24) in Europe. Autonomy was observed in 26% (95% CI: 20-33) of the protocols, reaching 17% 
(95% CI: 13-22) in experimental studies. Beneficence, lack of adherence in the protocols evaluated 
from 41.17% to 77.38%, observations per protocol ranged from 5.26% to 27.11%. 
Discussion The findings highlighted disparities between regions and types of studies, reflecting cultural, 
interpretive, and human and institutional resource differences. RECs should ensure thorough and 
equitable assessments, promote fair selection, respect autonomy, and maximize benefits while 
minimizing risks to participants. 
   This study provides an assessment of ethical practices in medical research, highlighting key areas for 
improving compliance with fundamental ethical principles 
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   Public trust in government remains low, as it has for much of the 21st century. Roughly two-in-ten 
Americans say they trust the government in Washington to do what is right “just about always” (2%) 
or “most of the time” (21%). 
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▪ A Schwab Foundation report shows how AI can accelerate innovation for impact, featuring 300 

social innovators spearheading the adoption of the evolving technology  
▪ Equity challenges are hindering progress – only 25% of women-led social enterprises are using AI, 

and data biases limit AI’s effectiveness in low- and middle-income countries  
▪ To counter these and other barriers, the report presents a “PRISM” Framework to help social 

innovators and entrepreneurs navigate AI integration  
▪ Read the report here 
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The National Institutes of Health (NIH) is proposing to develop and implement a new policy within its 
Intramural Research Program (IRP) to promote access to products stemming from taxpayer-funded 
inventions. NIH seeks input on this draft policy and accompanying draft license agreement language 
that incorporates patient access in the commercialization process for NIH-owned inventions. 
Supplemental Information 
…NIH is proposing a new policy within the NIH IRP (see Appendix), to require that licensees that 
succeed in bringing certain products toward market submit a plan outlining steps they intend to take to 
promote patient access to those products. This new IRP policy makes it clear that access, defined 
broadly to include product affordability, availability, acceptability, and sustainability, is of paramount 
importance in providing a return on taxpayers' investment in biomedical research. This new policy 
would apply to patent licenses for the commercialization of drugs, biologics, vaccines, or devices. NIH 
would also employ a tiered approach, where licenses granted for late-stage inventions that are closer 
to market launch would include more specific, tailored access-oriented provisions, while licenses 
granted for early-stage inventions would be more flexible to reflect the higher uncertainty associated 
with technologies that lead to drugs, biologics, vaccines, or devices. Importantly, a final policy 
approach should be reasonable and not seek to force licensees into access obligations that obstruct 
commercial development or damage the viability and sustainability of a product in the market, while 
also balancing the need to promote access through reforms to various policies. The agency is 
proposing a flexible approach that allows appropriately tailored, commercially reasonable strategies to 
promote patient access across a range of technologies. This RFI is in relation to the licensing of 
government-owned inventions in accordance with 35 U.S.C. 207 and 37 CFR part 404…. 
 
Call for Public Comment: General Principles on Plan, Design, and Analysis of 
Pharmacoepidemiological Studies that Utilize Real-World Data for Safety Assessment of 
Medicines. 
ICH   Varying deadlines depending on regulatory authority 
   The guideline will focus on non-interventional pharmacoepidemiological studies using Real-World 
Data (RWD) and will include basic principles that may apply to these studies when real-world data 
elements are included. 
Guideline Draft: 
https://database.ich.org/sites/default/files/ICH_M14_Step3_DraftGuideline_2024_0521.pdf 
Public consultation dates [announced to date]: 
     MFDS, Republic of Korea - Deadline for comments by 15 July 2024 
     MHLW/PMDA, Japan - Deadline for comments by 28 July 2024 
     TFDA, Chinese Taipei - Deadline for comments by 30 September 2024 
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CVEP is a program of the GE2P2 Global Foundation whose purpose and mission is to advance ethical 
and scientific rigor in research and evidence generation for governance, policy and practice in health, 
human rights action, humanitarian response, heritage stewardship, education and sustainable 
development. The Foundation serves governments, international agencies, INGOs, civil society 
organizations (CSOs), commercial entities, consortia and alliances.  
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