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Milestones, Perspectives

mpox

WHO invites mpox vaccine manufacturers to submit dossiers for emergency evaluation
9 August 2024 News release

WHO has today issued an_invitation for manufacturers of mpox vaccines to submit an Expression of
Interest for Emergency Use Listing (EUL).

The WHO Director-General_announced on 7 August 2024 that he had triggered the process for EUL
of mpox vaccines given worrying trends in the disease’s spread. There is a serious and
growing outbreak in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) that has now expanded
outside the country. A new viral strain, which first emerged in September 2023, has for the first time
been detected outside DRC...

WHO is requesting manufacturers to submit data to ensure that the vaccines are safe, effective, of
assured quality and suitable for the target populations.

Granting of an EUL will accelerate vaccine access particularly for those lower-income countries which
have not yet issued their own national regulatory approval. The EUL also enables partners including
Gavi and UNICEF to procure vaccines for distribution...

There are currently two vaccines in use against the disease, both of which have been recommended for
use by the WHO Strategic Advisory Group of Experts on Immunization, or SAGE.

WHO Director-General's opening remarks at the media briefing — 7 August 2024
7 August 2024

...WHO is working with the governments of the affected countries, the Africa CDC, NGOs,
civil society and other partners to understand and address the drivers of these [mpox]
outbreaks. Stopping transmission will require a comprehensive response, with communities at the
centre.

WHO has Standing Recommendations on mpox which include advice not to impose travel restrictions
on affected countries. WHO has developed a regional response plan, requiring US$ 15 million to
support surveillance, preparedness and response activities. We have released US$ 1 million from the
WHO Contingency Fund for Emergencies to support scale-up of the response, and we plan to release
more in the coming days.

There are two vaccines for mpox that have been approved by WHO-listed national regulatory
authorities, and which are recommended by WHO's Strategic Advisory Group of Experts on
Immunization, or SAGE.

I have triggered the process for Emergency Use Listing of both vaccines, which will
accelerate vaccine access particularly for lower-income countries, which have not yet issued
their own national regulatory approval. Emergency Use Listing also enables partners including
Gavi and UNICEF to procure vaccines for distribution.
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WHO is grateful to Japan, the United States, the European Union and manufacturers for working with
us on vaccine donations. We are working with all partners through the interim Medical
Countermeasures Network to facilitate equitable access to vaccines, therapeutics, diagnostics and other
tools.

In light of the spread of Mpox outside DRC, and the potential for further international
spread within and outside Africa, I have decided to convene an Emergency Committee
under the International Health Regulations to advise me on whether the outbreak
represents a public health emergency of international concern.

The committee will meet as soon as possible and will be made up of independent experts from a range
of relevant disciplines from around the world.

Polio — PHEIC

Polio this week as of 31 July 2024 - GPEI

Headlines

:: Tragic passing of Mr Aidan O’Leary, Director of the Global Polio Eradication Initiative,
World Health Organization — It is with great sadness that we wish to inform you of the sudden and
tragic passing of Mr Aidan O’Leary, Director for Polio Eradication at WHO. Aidan passed away suddenly
on the evening of Tuesday 6 August, while he was on holiday with his family. Our thoughts and prayers
are at this time with his family — we wish them strength and courage during this difficult period. Aidan
was a true leader, inspiring us all to strive to attain a better world. Most recently, he was leading our
global effort to eradicate polio as Director of the WHO Polio Eradication Programme. But already prior
to that, he had been working tirelessly for the betterment of humanity. On behalf of the GPEI, we wish
to extend our heartfelt condolences to Aidan’s family, friends, and colleagues. He will be greatly
missed. More...

:: Kudoboard for tributes to Aidan O’Leary: We have created a Kudoboard as a space for
everyone to share their memories, stories, and messages of condolence. Whether you worked closely
with Aidan or simply crossed paths, we invite you to contribute your thoughts and remembrances. Your
contributions will help us honor his legacy and provide comfort to all who knew him. Link to
Kudoboard.

Summary of new polioviruses this week, cases and positive environmental isolates:
- Afghanistan: two WPV1 cases

- Pakistan: three WPV1 cases and 31 positive environmental samples

- Chad: one cVDPV2 positive environmental sample

- DR Congo: two cVDPV2 cases

- Ethiopia: one cVDPV2 case

- Liberia: one cVDPV2 positive environmental sample

- Nigeria: one cVDPV2 case

- Sierra Leone: four cVDPV2 positive environmental samples

- South Sudan: one cVDPV2 case

WHO Director-General's opening remarks at the media briefing — 7 August 2024
7 August 2024
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Good morning, good afternoon and good evening,

Today the WHO family is in mourning over the sudden passing of our dear friend and
colleague, Aidan O’Leary, the Director of the WHO Polio Eradication Programme. Aidan died
suddenly last night from natural causes while on holiday with his family.

He was an outstanding humanitarian who served tirelessly in the most difficult parts of the world.

He joined WHO in 2020, after a career of service in the United Nations in some of the world’s most
difficult places, including Afghanistan, Gaza, Iraq, Syria, Pakistan and Yemen. He embodied the ideal of
service and solidarity across peoples and borders.

His passing is a terrible loss for WHO and for all of humanity, but most of all for his family and friends,
in his native Ireland and throughout the world. On behalf of WHO, I extend my deepest condolences to
them all.

We will miss Aidan enormously, and we will remember him for his kindness, openness and friendliness.
He was a gentle giant, in every sense.

We are committed to continuing his legacy to realise his vision - and ours - of a polio-free world...

One of the last things Aidan was working on was preparations for two rounds of polio
vaccination campaigns in Gaza, targeting 600 000 children under the age of 8. WHO is
sending more than 1 million polio vaccines to Gaza, which will be administered in the
coming weeks.

The detection of polio in wastewater in Gaza is a tell-tale sign that the virus has been circulating in the
community, putting unvaccinated children at risk. WHO is also supporting routine immunization
and disease surveillance, including for polio.

We need absolute freedom of movement for health workers and medical equipment to
carry out these complex operations safely and effectively.

A ceasefire, or at least “days of tranquility” during preparation and delivery of the vaccination
campaigns are required to protect children in Gaza from polio...

CoviD

Geneva Press Briefing: WHO, WMO, IFRC, ILO 06 Aug 2024

The press conference agenda was led by a COVID Update by Tarik Jasarevic (WHO PR) with Dr Maria
Van Kerkhove, Director ad interim Epidemic and Pandemic Preparedness and Prevention, WHO

Video Length: 01:13:13

Transcript

COVID-19 update

Dr. Maria Van Kerkhove, Director of Epidemic and Pandemic Preparedness & Prevention at the World
Health Organization (WHO), stressed that COVID-19 was still very much with us and was
circulating in all countries. Data from WHO's sentinel-based surveillance system across 84 countries
reported that the percent of positive tests for SARS-CoV-2 had been rising for several weeks. Overall,
test positivity was above 10 percent, but this fluctuated per region.
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In Europe, for example, percent positivity was above 20 percent. In recent months, regardless of the
season, many countries had experienced surges, including at the Olympics, where at least 40
athletes had been tested positive. Governments needed to continue to invest and support a global
understanding of circulation and impact and provide their populations with the tools to protect
themselves and care for people suffering from acute and long-term effects of COVID-19, including post
COVID-19 condition.

Regular and robust risk assessments, improved ventilation, and high vaccination coverage
were among recommendations to governments around the world, said Dr. Van Kerkhove.
Countries were urged to share more genetic sequences and regularly report data on hospitalizations,
ICU admissions, and deaths. WHO urged more financial support to study post-COVID long term
conditions.

Finally, as individuals, we all needed to take steps to reduce the risk of infection. Billions of COVID-19
vaccines had been administered around the world, preventing millions of deaths. The highest-risk
groups should receive their new COVID-19 vaccines within 12 months of their last dose, said Dr. Van
Kerkhove. Governments ought to secure adequate supplies of both COVID-19 and influenza vaccines,
ahead of the cold season in the northern hemisphere, stressed Dr. Van Kerkhove.

Responding to questions from the media, Dr. Van Kerkhove said that at the Olympics in Paris, the
authorities, in cooperation with the WHO, had taken a number of measures to prevent spread of
infectious diseases. More people than before were wearing masks at the Olympic Games. The levels of
COVID-19 impact were different now, compared to 2020-2022.

Governments need to make sure that their at-risk populations were vaccinated at least
once in 12 months; those vaccines should be given along with influenza vaccines. The
critical question was when the last dose had been administered, especially for people over 60 and
vulnerable groups.

Dr. Van Kerkhove said that the WHO looked at trends from month to month. Hospitalization rates had
increased in the Americas, Europe, and the Pacific; only 35 countries or territories were
providing relevant information with the WHO.

The true toll of COVID-19 deaths was still unknown. Some six percent of all COVID-19 cases had gone
on to develop post-COVID symptoms, which meant many millions of people were now suffering from
long COVID. Vaccines needed to be made available to populations, especially those at risk. Regarding
the availability of vaccines, there was clearly a decrease in demand, but the virus was not gone, said
Dr. Van Kerkhove. There was a large section of the population that required vaccines on a regular
basis, so there could be no talk that there was no “market” for the vaccines. WHO could not put
COVID-19 on the back burner as much as we might wish to do so personally...
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WHO & Regional Offices [to 10 Aug 2024]
https://www.who.int/news
Selected News/Announcements/Statements

WHO invites mpox vaccine manufacturers to submit dossiers for emergency evaluation
9 August 2024 News release

WHO Regional Offices
Selected Press Releases, Announcements

WHO African Region
1 05 August 2024

Mozambique introduces R21 vaccine, bolstering malaria control efforts

WHO Region of the Americas PAHO

11 9 Aug 2024

Countries of the Americas should strengthen Mpox surveillance in light of potential spread
of new variant detected in African region, PAHO says

Washington D.C. 9 August 2024 (PAHO/WHO) — In an epidemiological alert released on 8 August, the
Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) has called on countries of the Americas to strengthen
surveillance, including laboratory detection and genomic sequencing of confirmed cases, following the
identification of a new variant of mpox virus,...

:: 8 Aug 2024

PAHO intensifies support to Central America to control dengue

Washington, DC, August 8, 2024 (PAHO)— The Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) has
redoubled its efforts to help Central America manage a significant increase in dengue cases, which
have risen by 98% in the subregion compared to the previous year. Throughout the Americas, 2024
has been a record year, with more than 11 million reported cases...

1 7 Aug 2024

PAHO strengthens access to health data through its Core Indicators Portal

Washington, DC, August 7, 2024 (PAHO) — The Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) has recently
optimized its Core Indicators Portal, a tool that provides crucial health data for 49 countries and
territories in the Americas. The initiative was created in 1995, when data was disseminated via printed
booklets. Starting in 2021, the online...

1 6 Aug 2024

PAHO and Choosing Wisely Canada partner to reduce healthcare overuse in Latin America
and the Caribbean

Washington, D.C., August 6, 2024 (PAHO) — The Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) and
Choosing Wisely Canada (CWC) have announced a new partnership to address excessive or
unnecessary testing and treatment in Latin America and the Caribbean. This collaboration aims to
advance evidence-based healthcare practices, enhance quality of...

WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO
:: 8 August 2024 News release

Strengthening Post Pandemic Health System Capacity to Enhance Regional Resilience

WHO European Region EURO
No new digest content identified.

WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO
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No new digest content identified.

WHO Western Pacific Region
No new digest content identified.

WHO - Emergency situation reports
Latest WHO official reports for emergency situations.
No new digest content identified.

Disease Outbreak News (DONs)

Latest WHO Disease Outbreak News (DONs), providing information on confirmed acute public health
events or potential events of concern.

No new digest content identified.

Weekly Epidemiological Record
https://www.who.int/publications/journals/weekly-epidemiological-record

Vol. 99, Nos. 30/31, pp. 395-406 26 July 2024

PDF: _https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/378268/WER9930-31-eng-fre.pdf
Reviewed earfier

New WHO Publications
https://www.who.int/publications/i
Selected

5 August 2024

Fourth annual global forum of malaria-eliminating countries

5 August 2024

Antibacterial pipeline trends and recommendations to enhance research and development:
policy brief

5 August 2024
WHO Expert Committee on Biological Standardization: seventy-ninth report

USA — HHS, FDA, CDC

HHS
News
No new digest content identified.

FDA
Press Announcements
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No new digest content identified.

FDA VRBPAC
Advisory Committee Calendar
No meetings appear on calendar.

CDC/ACIP [U.S.] [to 10 Aug 2024]
http://www.cdc.gov/media/index.html
Latest News

No new digest content identified.

ACIP Meetings
Next ACIP Meeting

October 23-24, 2024

MMWR Weekly

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/index2023.html

August 8, 2024 / No. 31

PDF of this issue

- Health and Economic Benefits of Routine Childhood Immunizations in the Era of the Vaccines for
Children Program — United States, 1994—2023

- Notes from the Field: Prevalence of Previous Dengue Virus Infection Among Children and
Adolescents Aged 7-16 Years — American Samoa, September—October 2023

Europe

European Medicines Agency [EMA]
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news
News & Press Releases

No new digest content identified.

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en
News/Updates/Reports/Publications [Selected]
Surveillance and monitoring
Monthly measles and rubella monitoring report - June 2024
6 Aug 2024
This report provides an overview of measles and rubella cases reported to ECDC through The
European Surveillance System (TESSy).

Africa CDC [to 10 Aug 2024]

https://africacdc.org/

Press Releases, Statements [Selected]

Africa CDC Briefs President Mohamed Ould Ghazouani on Urgent Mpox Epidemic Response
8 August 2024
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Addis Ababa, August 8, 2024 — The Africa Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (Africa CDC)
continues to lead the charge against the escalating Mpox epidemic that is impacting every region of
Africa. Today, Dr. Jean Kaseya, Director General of Africa CDC, had the honor of briefing H.E.
Mohamed Ould Ghazouani, President of Mauritania, Chairperson of the African Union, and Chair of the
Africa CDC's Heads of State and Government Council, on the critical situation...

China CDC
http://www.chinacdc.cn/en/

National Health Commission of the People's Republic of China [to 10 Aug 2024]
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/

News

No new digest content identified.

National Medical Products Administration — PRC [to 10 Aug 2024]
http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/

News

No new digest content identified.

China CDC

CCDC Weekly Reports: Current Volume (6)
2024-08-09 / No. 32 NATIONAL FITNESS DAY ISSUE
View PDF of this issue

No new digest content identified.

Contents [click to move among sections]
.. Milestones, Perspectives

. WHO

.. Organization Announcements

. Journal Watch

.. Pre-Print Servers

Organization Announcements

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group [to 10 Aug 2024]
https://alleninstitute.org/news-press/

News

No new digest content identified.

BMGF - Gates Foundation [to 10 Aug 2024]
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/ideas/media-center
Press Releases & Statements
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Combination Vaccines virtual event, July 30, 2024
- Webinar slides (recently added)
- New Combination Vaccines Recording

- Q&A Report

Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute [to 10 Aug 2024]
https://www.gatesmri.org/news

The Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute is a non-profit biotech organization. Our mission is
to develop products to fight malaria, tuberculosis, and diarrheal diseases—three major causes of
mortality, poverty, and inequality in developing countries. The world has unprecedented scientific tools
at its disposal; now is the time to use them to save the lives of the world's poorest people

News: Articles and Publications

No new digest content identified.

CARB-X [to 10 Aug 2024]
https://carb-x.org/

News

No new digest content identified.

CEPI — Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations [to 10 Aug 2024]
http://cepi.net/

CEPI News

No new digest content identified.

CIOMS — COUNCIL FOR INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS OF MEDICAL SCIENCES [to 10
Aug 2024]

https://cioms.ch/

News; Publications; Events

No new digest content identified.

DARPA — Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency [U.S.] [to 10 Aug 2024
https://www.darpa.mil/news

News

No new digest content identified.

Duke Global Health Innovation Center [to 10 Aug 2024]
https://dukeghic.org/

News

No new digest content identified.

EDCTP [to 10 Aug 2024]

http://www.edctp.org/

The European & Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership (EDCTP) aims to accelerate the
development of new or improved drugs, vaccines, microbicides and diagnostics against HIV/AIDS,
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https://www.darpa.mil/news
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http://www.edctp.org/

tuberculosis and malaria as well as other poverty-related and neglected infectious diseases in sub-
Saharan Africa, with a focus on phase II and III clinical trials

News

No new digest content identified.

Emory Vaccine Center [to 10 Aug 2024]
http://www.vaccines.emory.edu/

Vaccine Center News

No new digest content identified.

European Vaccine Initiative [to 10 Aug 2024]
http://www.euvaccine.eu/

Latest News, Events

No new digest content identified.

Evidence Aid [to 10 Aug 2024]

Evidence Aid aims to save lives and livelihoods in disasters by providing decision-makers with the best
available evidence and by championing its use.

http://www.evidenceaid.org/

Resources [Selected]

Social determinants of health and access to healthcare services among refugees in
Australia

Added August 6, 2024

User compliance with health emergency and disaster management systems
Added August 6, 2024

Screening and treatment for schistosomiasis and strongyloidiasis in the EU/EEA for

migrant people from endemic countries
Added August 6, 2024

Behavioural theories for disaster and emergency health preparedness
Added August 6, 2024

Fondation Merieux [to 10 Aug 2024]
http://www.fondation-merieux.org/
News, Events

No new digest content identified.

Gavi [to 10 August 2024]
https://www.gavi.org/
Press Releases 5 August 2024
Mozambique introduces malaria vaccines into routine immunization

...The introduction of the malaria vaccine in Mozambique brings to 11 the number of countries on the
African continent that offer malaria vaccines: 8 rolling out RTS,S and 3 using R21. The vaccine is being
introduced through the existing routine immunization system in Mozambique and will be a core part of
a mix of malaria prevention and control interventions...
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GE2P2 Global Foundation [to 10 Aug 2024]

www.ge2p2.org

News/Analysis/Publications-Digests/Statements

:: Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review - Current edition

:: Informed Consent: A Monthly Review — June 2024

:: Public Consultations Watch :: Global Calls for Input/Public Comment — 25 July 2024 — Issue 21

GHIT Fund [to 10 Aug 2024]
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press
Press Releases

No new digest content identified.

Global Fund [to 10 August 2024]
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/
News Releases

08 August 2024

Global Fund Announces Emergency Funding to Sustain Essential Health Services in

Northern Ethiopia Amid Conflict
The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria (the Global Fund) has approved US$2.5

million in emergency funding to support the procurement of essential HIV, tuberculosis (TB) and
malaria commodities and services in the conflict-affected re...

Global Research Collaboration for Infectious Disease Preparedness [GloPID-R] [to 10 Aug
2024]

https://www.glopid-r.org/new s/

News

No new digest content identified.

Hilleman Laboratories [to 10 Aug 2024]
http://www.hilleman-labs.org/

News & Insights

No new digest content identified.

HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute [to 10 Aug 2024]
https://www.hhmi.org/news

Press Room

No new digest content identified.

Human Immunome Project [nee Human Vaccines Project] [to 10 Aug 2024]
https://www.humanimmunomeproject.org/

News

No new digest content identified.
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IAVI [to 10 Aug 2024]
https://www.iavi.org/

News, Features

No new digest content identified.

INSERM [to 10 Aug 2024]
https://www.inserm.fr/en/home/
Press Releases

No new digest content identified.

International Coalition of Medicines Regulatory Authorities [ICMRA]
http://www.icmra.info/drupal/en/news

Selected Statements, Press Releases, Research

No new digest content identified.

ICH [International Council for Harmonisation of Technical Requirements for
Pharmaceuticals for Human Use] [to 10 Aug 2024]

https://www.ich.org/

News/Pubs/Press Releases [Selective]

Call for Public Comment: General Principles on Plan, Design, and Analysis of
Pharmacoepidemiological Studies that Utilize Real-World Data for Safety Assessment of
Medicines.

The guideline will focus on non-interventional pharmacoepidemiological studies using Real-World
Data (RWD) and will include basic principles that may apply to these studies when real-world data
elements are included.

Public consultation dates [announced to date]:
NMPA, China - Deadline for comments by 12 October 2024
TFDA, Chinese Taipei - Deadline for comments by 30 September 2024
ANVISA, Brazil - Deadline for comments by 24 August 2024
MHLW/PMDA, Japan - Deadline for comments by 28 July
Republic of Korea - Deadline for comments by 15 July 2024

ICRC [to 10 Aug 2024]

https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new

What's New [Selected]

Israel and the occupied territories: Key Facts and Figures from 7 October 2023 to 31 July
2024

Article 08-08-2024

IFFIm

http://www.iffim.org/

Press Releases/Announcements
No new digest content identified.

IFRC [to 10 August 2024]
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/
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Press Releases [Selected]
No new digest content identified.

Institut Pasteur [to 10 Aug 2024]
https://www.pasteur.fr/en/press-area
Press Documents

No new digest content identified.

ISC / International Science Council [to 10 Aug 2024]

https://council.science/current/

ISC is a non-governmental organization with a unique global membership that brings together 40
International scientific Unions and Associations and over 140 national and regional scientific
organizations including Academies and Research Councils.

No new digest content identified.

International Union of Immunological Societies (IUIS)
https://iuis.org/

News/Events [Selected]

No new digest content identified.

IVAC [to 10 Aug 2024]
https://www.jhsph.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/ivac/index.html
Updates; Events

No new digest content identified.

IVI [to 10 Aug 2024]
http://www.ivi.int/

IVI News & Announcements

No new digest content identified.

Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security [to 10 Aug 2024]
https://centerforhealthsecurity.org/newsroom

Center News [Selected]

No new digest content identified.

MSF/Médecins Sans Frontiéres [to 10 Aug 2024]

http://www.msf.org/

Latest [Selected Announcements]

Somalia

Barriers to care have deadly consequences for women and children in Baidoa
Project Update 8 Aug 2024

Comoros

Our emergency response to cholera in Comoros
Project Update 7 Aug 2024
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National Academy of Medicine - USA [to 10 August 2024]
https://nam.edu/programs/
News [Selected]

National Academy of Medicine Names Seven NAM Fellows for 2024
August 8, 2024

National Academies-Sciences-Engineering-Medicine [NASEM]- USA [to 10 August 2024]
https://www.nationalacademies.org/newsroom?

News

Constructing Valid Geospatial Tools for Environmental Justice: New Report

Media Advisory | August 9, 2024

Decades of research have shown that the most disadvantaged communities exist at the intersection
of high levels of hazard exposure, racial and ethnic marginalization, and poverty.

Mapping and geographical information systems have been crucial for analyzing the environmental
burdens of marginalized communities, and several federal and state geospatial tools have emerged to
help address environmental justice concerns — such as the Climate and Economic Justice Screening
Tool developed in 2022 in response to Justice40 initiatives from the Biden administration.

Constructing Valid Geospatial Tools for Environmental Justice, a new report from the National
Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, offers recommendations for developing
environmental justice tools that reflect the experiences of the communities they measure...

National Vaccine Program Office - U.S. HHS [to 10 Aug 2024]
https://www.hhs.gov/vaccines/about/index.html

Upcoming Meetings/Latest Updates

No new digest content identified.

NIH [to 10 Aug 2024]
http://www.nih.gov/

News Releases

No new digest content identified.

PATH [to 10 Aug 2024]
https://www.path.org/media-center/
Newsroom
PATH welcomes four new members to its Board of Directors
PATH is excited to announce four new members to our Board of Directors: Dr. Boitumelo Semete-
Makokotlela, Dr. Raman Rao, Prof. Heidi J. Larson, and Karin Finkelston.
Aug 8, 2024

Sabin Vaccine Institute [to 10 Aug 2024]
https://www.sabin.org/press/

Latest News & Press Releases

No new digest content identified.
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UNICEF [to 10 August 2024]
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases
Latest press releases, news notes and statements
News note 09 August 2024
Geneva Palais briefing note: Unrelenting war in Gaza continues to inflict horrors on
children

AMMAN/GENEVA, 9 August 2024 - "The unrelenting war in Gaza continues to inflict horrors on
thousands of children, keeping far too many separated from their loved ones. On Saturday, I met 8-
month-old Yahya. Four days and several attempts later, after a long and dangerous drive together,
through military checkpoints to the North of the Gaza Strip, ...

Unitaid [to 10 Aug 2024]
https://unitaid.org/

Featured News

No new digest content identified.

Vaccine Equity Cooperative [nee Initiative] [to 10 Aug 2024]
https://vaccineequitycooperative.org/news/

News

No new digest content identified.

Vaccination Acceptance & Demand Initiative [Sabin) [to 10 Aug 2024]
https://www.vaccineacceptance.org/

Announcements, Blog

No new digest content identified.

Vaccine Confidence Project [to 10 Aug 2024]
http://www.vaccineconfidence.org/

News, Research and Reports

No new digest content identified.

Vaccine Education Center — Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia [to 10 Aug 2024]
http://www.chop.edu/centers-programs/vaccine-education-center

News

No new digest content identified.

Wellcome Trust [to 10 Aug 2024]
https://wellcome.org/news/all
News. Opinion, Reports

No new digest content identified.

The Wistar Institute [to 10 Aug 2024]
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases
Press Releases

No new digest content identified.
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World Bank [to 10 Aug 2024]
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all
All News [Selected]

No new digest content identified.

WFPHA: World Federation of Public Health Associations [to 10 Aug 2024]
https://www.wfpha.org/

Blog, Events

No new digest content identified.

World Medical Association [WMA] [to 10 Aug 2024]

https://www.wma.net/news-press/press-releases/
Press Releases
No new digest content identified.

World Organisation for Animal Health [OIE] [to 10 Aug 2024]
https://www.oie.int/

Press Releases, Statements

Web site not responding at inquiry.

ARM [Alliance for Regenerative Medicine] [to 10 Aug 2024]
https://alliancerm.org/press-releases/

Selected Press Releases

No new digest content identified.

BIO [to 10 Aug 2024]
https://www.bio.org/press-releases
Press Releases

No new digest content identified.

DCVMN - Developing Country Vaccine Manufacturers Network [to 10 Aug 2024]
http://www.dcvmn.org/

News; Upcoming events

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2024

October 16 - 18, 2024 Sao Paulo, Brazil

ICBA — International Council of Biotechnology Associations [to 10 Aug 2024]
https://internationalbiotech.org/news/

News

No new digest announcements identified.
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IFPMA [to 10 Aug 2024]
https://ifpma.org/

News, Statements [Selected]

No new digest announcements identified.

International Alliance of Patients’ Organizations — IAPO [to 10 Aug 2024]
https://www.iapo.org.uk/news

Press and media [Selected]

No new digest announcements identified.

International Generic and Biosimilar Medicines Association [IGBA]
https://www.igbamedicines.org/

News

No new digest announcements identified.

PhRMA [to 10 Aug 2024]
http://www.phrma.org/

Press Releases

No new digest announcements identified.

Vaccines/Therapeutics/Medicines — Selected Developer/Manufacturer Announcements

AstraZeneca
Press Releases - No new digest announcements identified.

Bavarian Nordic
Latest News
Bavarian Nordic Receives USD 156.8 Million from the U.S. Government for Additional
Smallpox/Mpox Vaccine Production

The contract will help replenish inventory of bulk vaccine required for future manufacturing and
supply of freeze-dried vaccines.
August 8, 2024

Bharat Biotech
Press Releases - No new digest announcements identified.

BioCubaFarma — Cuba
Ultimas Noticias - No new digest announcements identified

Biological E
News - No new digest announcements identified

BioNTech
Press Releases - No new digest announcements identified
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https://investors.biontech.de/news/press-releases

Boehringer
Press Releases - No new digest announcements identified

CanSinoBIO
News - Website not responding at inquiry

CIGB
Latest News - No new digest announcements identified.

Cinnagen
Recent News - No new digest announcements identified.

Clover Biopharmaceuticals — China
News - No new digest announcements identified.

Curevac
News - No new digest announcements identified.

Gamaleya National Center/Sputnik
Latest News and Events - No new digest announcements identified [Last: 09 Nov 2020]
https://sputnikvaccine.com/ - No new digest announcements identified [Last: 31 Aug 2022]

GSK
Press releases for media - No new digest announcements identified

EuBiologics, S Korea
News - No new digest announcements identified.

IMBCAMS, China
Home - Website not responding at inquiry.

Janssen/JNJ]
Press Releases - No new digest announcements identified.

Merck
News releases - No new digest announcements identified

Moderna
Press Releases - No new digest announcements identified

Nanogen
News - No new digest announcements identified

Novartis
News - No new digest announcements identified.

Novavax
Press Releases - No new digest announcements identified.

Pfizer
Recent Press Releases - No new digest announcements identified
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R-Pharm
https://rpharm-us.com/index.php
[No news or media page identified]

Sanofi Pasteur
Press Releases - No new digest announcements identified

Serum Institute of India
NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS - No new digest announcements identified

Sinopharm/WIBPBIBP
News - No new digest announcements identified

Sinovac
Press Releases - No new digest announcements identified

SK Biosciences
Press Releases - No new digest announcements identified

Takeda
Newsroom - No new digest announcements identified.

Valneva
Press Releases - No new digest announcements identified

Vector State Research Centre of Viralogy and Biotechnology
Home - Website not responding [404 error]

WestVac Biopharma
Media - No new digest announcements identified.

Zhifei Longcom, China
[Anhui Zhifei Longcom Biologic Pharmacy Co., Ltd.]
Website [No News/Announcements page identified]

ontents [click to move among sections]
.. Milestones, Perspectives
. WHO
.r Organization Announcements
. Journal Watch
.: Pre-Print Servers

Journal Watch

Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review continues its weekly scanning of key peer-reviewed
journals to identify and cite articles, commentary and editorials, books reviews and other content
supporting our focus on vaccine ethics and policy. Journal Watch is not intended to be exhaustive, but
indicative of themes and issues the Center is actively tracking. We selectively provide full text of some
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Standards in Medical-Legal Partnerships

Complex demands of patients’ socially, culturally, and politically situated health needs have given rise
to what have become known as medical-legal partnerships (MLPs). An MLP is a model of US-based
health and legal service provision that generally looks to offer combined, single-site interprofessional
responses to patients whose health status and access to health services can be compromised by their
need for legal help. Patients who are immigrants, were recently incarcerated, or lack reliable and safe
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Transcriptomics can routinely identify genes that are overexpressed, have splicing defects, or exhibit
aberrant allele-specific expression. Yet, gene misexpression, also known as ectopic expression, has
been less well characterized despite its demonstrated importance in some rare diseases, including
congenital limb malformations, congenital hyperinsulinism, and monogenic severe childhood obesity...
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Ensuring best practice in genomics education: A theory- and empirically informed
evaluation framework
Amy Nisselle, et al.
Open Access

We developed an evaluation framework for genomics education adaptable to multiple settings. Mixed
methods were used (literature reviews and expert input). The theory-informed and evidence-based
framework encompasses evaluation across all stages of program development, implementation and
reporting, and acknowledges the critical role of stakeholders and the effects of external influences.
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Ensuring best practice in genomics education: A scoping review of genomics education
needs assessments and evaluations
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A scoping review of needs assessments for, and/or evaluations of, genomics education interventions
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articles considering long-term outcomes of interventions. The reviewed evaluation questions,
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Embedding Patient and Health Care Professional Voices in Clinical Trials
Stuart G. Nicholls, PhD; Marion K. Campbell, PhD
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This Viewpoint discusses the need to include patient and health care professional perspectives in the
design of clinical trials to improve trial features and implementation.
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This Viewpoint describes the multiple layers of meaning in the maxim “first, do no harm” applied in
the pediatric setting.
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This cohort study investigates if messenger RNA COVID-19 vaccination is associated with an
increased risk for major structural birth defects among live-born infants.
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Positive Impacts of Adolescent Involvement in Health Research: An Umbrella Review
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Abstract

Despite an increased recognition of the right of adolescents to be involved in decisions that affect
them, young people continue to be under-involved in health research. One of the reasons is a lack of
awareness among researchers on the current evidence base around the benefits of involving
adolescents. To address this, we conducted an umbrella review to synthesize the evidence on the
positive impacts of adolescent involvement in health research. This umbrella review was preregistered
with PROSPERO (CRD42021287467). We searched 11 databases, Google Scholar, PROSPERO,
reference lists, 10 journals, websites of 472 organizations, and sought input from experts. Ultimately,
we included 99 review articles. We found that adolescent involvement has many positive impacts on
young people, including increased knowledge and skills; personal development; financial benefits;
career and academic growth; enhanced relationships; and valuing their experience. The positive
impacts of adolescent involvement on the research itself include increased relevance of the study to
adolescents, improved recruitment, development of more adolescent-friendly materials, enhanced data
collection and analysis, and more effective dissemination. Researchers also benefited from adolescents'
involvement through increased knowledge, skills, and a shift in their attitudes. The evidence supporting
the positive impacts of adolescent involvement in research is substantial but limited by a lack of
rigorous evaluation, inconsistent reporting, and unclear evaluation methods.
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Editorial

Pathology in the era of generative AI

The Lancet Digital Health

Precise and swift pathology is a major pillar in the detection, diagnosis, and treatment of a broad range
of conditions, such as cancer, infectious diseases, and autoimmune disorders. It is an essential
approach to preventive medicine, effective treatment planning, and identifying new diagnostic markers
of diseases. Computational pathology, which involves computer-based methods to analyse and
interpret pathological image data, has seen substantial evolution due to advancements in artificial
intelligence (AI)-assisted methods, widespread adoption of digital pathology slides, and increased
availability of pathology image datasets. As we see groundbreaking applications of large language
models (LLM) and generative Al, what is the effect of these technologies on digital pathology?
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In this issue of The Lancet Digital Health, Omar and colleagues discuss the potential of LLMs like
OpenAl's ChatGPT-4 in the field of medical research, particularly digital pathology, highlighting the
need for domain-specific Al tools, given the limited precision of generalist LLMs in this area. Omar and
colleagues also present the Digital Pathology Assistant, a toolkit for computational pathology aiming to
simplify the processing and analysis of pathology imaging data using the PathML library, capable of
handling large-scale pathology imaging datasets.

Building on these advancements, Lu and colleagues described the PathChat, a new multimodal
generative Al, that combines three key components: the vision encoder, the multimodal projector
module and the LLM, representing a major leap forward in human pathology. PathChat outperforms
other tools based on the commercially available state-of-the-art LLMs, providing high-quality answers
to diagnostic questions from diverse tissue origins and disease models related to pathology.
Importantly, the code used to train PathChat is publicly accessible for non-commercial academic
purposes.

Li and colleagues further validate the practical applications of these technologies by examining the
Cpath TIL-score biomarker, which is based on the density of tumour infiltrating lymphocytes (TIL), to
evaluate its association with recurrence risk and the benefit of adjuvant treatment in whole slide
images of ductal carcinoma in situ (DCIS) from a large randomised controlled trial cohort. The study
found that high TIL density in patients with DCIS significantly increases the risk of ipsilateral breast
events (IBE) and invasive IBE, but also indicates a greater benefit from radiotherapy, highlighting its
prognostic and predictive value.

Although the potential of Al in digital pathology is substantial, it is essential to address its numerous
limitations and ethical considerations. Challenges such as the interpretability of AI models and
integration of these models into current workflows need careful navigation. Moreover, the quality and
generalisability of Al tools might be compromised by biases inherent in the datasets used for their
training. Under-representation of minority demographic groups is a real concern. Hence, evaluating
how varying demographic compositions in training and testing cohorts impact the performance of Al
models is crucial, yet often overlooked.

The potential of such Al tools is particularly relevant when considering health inequity concerns related
to access to care, especially in low-income and middle-income countries (LMICs) where a notable
increase in cancer cases is estimated to result in nearly 75% of all cancer fatalities by 2030. Hence, it is
crucial to prioritise strategies that promote the development and implementation of digital pathology in
LMICs. Potential strategies include provision of open pathology datasets, development of open-source
models, establishment of public-private partnerships, and strategic and long-term funding research
projects. These projects should focus on implementation science initiatives, the development of
innovative technologies, collaborative research efforts led by local researchers and clinicians to adapt
these technologies to local contexts.

The Lancet Digital Health is committed to serving as a platform for advancements in digital pathology.
We aim to foster improvements in Al tools, address potential biases, ensure the representation of
minority groups, and support the globally inclusive implementation of these technological
breakthroughs for better global health care.
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Khalequ Zaman, et al.
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The tricky second album: Licensure of an mRNA vaccine for respiratory syncytial virus
John S. Tregoning

Following on from their success in COVID-19, the juggernaut of mRNA vaccines rolls on. But it is
worth bearing in mind that it is still a very new technology; the first clinical trial for an mRNA vaccine
only took place in 2017,1 and prior to 2019, there had only been 3 other phase I clinical trials. COVID-
19 dramatically changed this landscape, and there are currently at least 11 trials exploring 8
indications. The first of these to successfully clear all the hurdles for licensure is respiratory syncytial
virus (RSV; mRESVIA from Moderna).

Meeting report
The first medical education program on gene and gene-modified cell therapies for Latin
America
Carlos Javier Alméciga-Diaz

Latin America is a region with approximately 650 million inhabitants, exhibiting a considerable degree
of diversity in culture, geography, politics, ethnicity, economics, and healthcare systems.1 As observed
in other regions and countries, the definition of rare disease varies among those Latin American
countries that have public policies regarding these diseases.2 For example, in Colombia, Law 1392 from
2010 defines a rare disease as one that affects less than one in 5,000 individuals.3 In contrast,
Argentina, Chile, Mexico, Panama, and Uruguay define a rare disease as one that affects less than one
in 2,000 individuals.
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Tackling the challenges of new approach methods for predicting drug effects from model

systems
The passage of the FDA Modernization Act 2.0 in 2022 has provided additional impetus to develop

new approach methods for predicting the effects of drug candidates in humans from models such as
microphysiological systems based on human-derived induced pluripotent stem cells. Here, we highlight
progress in the field and strategies to address various challenges, including the application of artificial
intelligence tools.
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Plant pangenomes for crop improvement, biodiversity and evolution

Plant pangenomes have had a transformative impact on crop enhancement, biodiversity conservation
and evolutionary research. This Review delves into the application of plant pangenomes for
understanding trait diversity, aiding breeding, biodiversity classification and monitoring, and
illuminating evolutionary innovations.
Mona Schreiber, Murukarthick Jayakodi, Martin Mascher
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Discussions around global equity and justice in science typically emphasize the lack of diversity in
the editorial boards of scientific journals, inequities in authorship, “parachute research,” dominance of
the English language, or scientific awards garnered predominantly by Global North scientists. These
inequities are pervasive and must be redressed. But there is a bigger problem. The legacy of
colonialism in scientific research includes an intellectual property system that favors Global North
countries and the big corporations they support. This unfairness shows up in who gets access to the
fruits of science and raises the question of who science is designed to serve or save...
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Abstract

Obijective: Despite being primary beneficiaries of human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccines, female
university students in China exhibit low vaccination rates. This study aimed to assess their preferences
for HPV vaccination services and evaluate the relative importance of various factors to inform
vaccination strategy development
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Abstract

High vaccine wastage can serve as a critical barrier to achieving the gains of vaccination, especially in a
country like Nigeria, where data on vaccine wastage are sparsely available. We determined the
country-wide vaccine wastage rates and their determinants through a mixed-methods study

Open Access Review

Mapping the Implementation Determinants of Second Dose Measles Vaccination in the
World Health Organization African Region: A Rapid Review

by Abdu A. Adamu, Rabiu I. Jalo, Balcha G. Masresha, Duduzile Ndwandwe and Charles S. Wiysonge
Vaccines 2024, 12(8), 896; https://doi.org/10.3390/vaccines12080896 - 8 Aug 2024

Abstract

The second dose of measles-containing vaccines (MCV2) has significant programmatic relevance in the
current immunisation landscape because it serves as both an opportunity to reduce measles immunity
gaps and strengthen second year of life vaccination platforms. However, MCV2 coverage remains
suboptimal across countries
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Abstract

The development of Artificial Intelligence (AI) in the healthcare sector is generating a great impact.
However, one of the primary challenges for the implementation of this technology is the access to
high-quality data due to issues in data collection and regulatory constraints, for which synthetic data is
an emerging alternative. This Scoping review analyses reviews from the past 10 years from three
different databases (i.e., PubMed, Scopus, and Web of Science) to identify the healthcare domains
where synthetic data are currently generated, the motivations behind their creation, their future uses,
limitations, and types of data. A total of 13 main domains were identified, with Oncology, Neurology,
and Cardiology being the most frequently mentioned. Five types of motivations and three principal
future uses were also identified. Furthermore, it was found that the predominant type of data
generated is unstructured, particularly images. Finally, several future work directions were suggested,
including exploring new domains and less commonly used data types (e.g., video and text), and
developing an evaluation benchmark and standard generative models for specific domains.
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