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Milestones, Perspectives 
 
:::::::: 
:::::::: 
 
Gavi and partners pioneer new approach to deliver critical vaccinations in humanitarian 
contexts 
▪ In partnership with the International Rescue Committee (IRC) and others, the Gavi-funded 

Humanitarian Partnerships (ZIP) is breaking new ground in how immunisation services reach 
communities affected by insecurity, conflict or crisis 

▪ The programme, which launched in 2022, spans across 11 African countries in the Sahel 
and Horn of Africa.  

▪ “Gavi is unwavering in its commitment to ensuring every child, no matter their circumstances, has 
access to life-saving vaccines. Our partnership with humanitarian actors is a testament to this 
commitment, enabling us to reach communities affected by instability, insecurity, conflict and 
crisis,” said Thabani Maphosa, Chief Country Delivery Officer at Gavi 

Geneva, 21 January 2025 – A new report, Gavi’s Humanitarian Partnerships: achievements 
and learning, 2022–2024, shows how Gavi and humanitarian partners are bridging 
immunisation gaps to reach children and infants living in crisis-affected settings across 11 countries 
in Africa, paving the way for solutions that address the needs of some of the most vulnerable 
populations – while improving health security around the world. 
 
According to the report, integrating humanitarian and immunisation services through Gavi’s 
Humanitarian Partnerships (ZIP) has enabled the delivery of life-saving vaccines to children in 
hard-to-reach and conflict-afflicted communities, without compromising quality. By 
addressing and overcoming various equity barriers that have long hindered global vaccination progress, 
Gavi and partners have helped protect hundreds of thousands from life-threatening and highly 
contagious diseases like measles. 
 
With new access to vaccinate children in these communities, the partnership has also pioneered new 
ways of working for the Vaccine Alliance, partnering with nongovernmental humanitarian organisations 
for the first time. ZIP has additionally delivered routine childhood vaccines to children up 
aged up to five years who previously missed out – an unprecedented achievement in 
humanitarian contexts… 
 
…Launched as a pilot in 2022, Gavi’s Humanitarian Partnerships (ZIP) were designed to address 
inequities in vaccine access, prioritising communities that were previously left behind. Working in 
partnership with the IRC, World Vision and consortia of local civil society organisations, 
the initiative has proven that effective immunisation programmes can succeed in even the 
most complex humanitarian contexts, including semi-autonomous or separatist areas, non-state 
armed group locations, refugee camps and among marginalised populations. 
 
:::::::: 
:::::::: 
 
IHR Joint External Evaluation (JEE) – USA 
 
Joint external evaluation of the International Health Regulations (2005) core capacities of 
the USA  
14 January 2025  | Country report 

https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/gavi-partners-pioneer-new-approach-deliver-critical-vaccinations-humanitarian-contexts
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Mission report, 18–25 September 2024 
Overview  
The Joint External Evaluation (JEE) team would like to express its appreciation to the United States of 
America for volunteering to undertake a second JEE using the third edition of the JEE tool. This revised 
edition of the tool incorporates relevant lessons of the COVID-19 pandemic and other public health 
emergencies. 
 
The JEE team sincerely appreciates the United States’ efforts to meet the requirements of the JEE 
process, and the warm hospitality that was offered to the JEE team. All countries that make the effort 
to undergo the JEE process should be commended for the transparency they have shown in service of 
strengthening global health security.   
 
Findings from the Joint External Evaluation 
During the JEE mission, which took place in Washington, DC and Atlanta, Georgia from 18 to 25 
September 2024, the United States’ capacities in 19 technical areas were evaluated through 
a peer-to-peer, consultative process. This process brought together a multisectoral group of 
national subject matter experts and the multinational, multidisciplinary expert JEE team for a week of 
discussion, interaction and selected site visits. 
 
After a week of collaborative talks this process led to consensus on scores, as well as JEE 
recommendations for priority actions across the 19 technical areas.   
 
The evaluation also generated eight wider, overarching recommendations that, if 
implemented, will consolidate the United States’ progress and remove bottlenecks that 
might impede implementation of the agreed priority actions. These recommendations, outlined 
below, address cross-cutting challenges affecting the capacities of the United States across many of the 
different technical areas that were explored in greater depth in the JEE process. 
 
Overarching recommendations of the JEE 
1. Structures: continue to improve alignment and harmonization of political, legal, and technical 

frameworks across all regions and territories. 
2. Extend preparedness to the level of state, local, tribal and territorial (SLTT) jurisdictions, 

ensuring that any capacity gaps in SLTTs are addressed so that preparedness, prevention, 
detection and response are rooted at local level. 

3. Workforce: ensure close monitoring of the US$ 7 billion American Rescue Plan workforce 
investments and other initiatives to strengthen the future public health workforce, addressing 
declining trends in workforce numbers and the high proportion of staff considering leaving the 
public sector. 

4. Funding: maintain investment in preparedness through existing agencies and programmes and 
consider reviewing the cost effectiveness of how funds are currently used, with particular focus on 
addressing fragmentation and duplication. 

5. Trust: strengthen community engagement to improve the impact of emergency responses, with 
focus on building trust – ensuring the inclusion of communities that are harder to reach, or which 
have diverse needs.  

6. Strengthen trust in data, services, and systems. 
7. Equity: continue measures to ensure health security for all the population of the United States, 

addressing existing inequities and working to expand coverage of essential health care through 
federal initiatives, more and better partnerships, and improved health literacy and research. 

8. Solidarity: continue the United States’ admirable contributions to global health security 
and solidarity, maintaining the willingness to share the benefits of its high capacity 
through deployment of staff to other parts of the world, training, capacity building, and 
sharing of knowledge and best practices. 



 
:::::::: 
:::::::: 
 
WHO Membership – USA 
 
WITHDRAWING THE UNITED STATES FROM THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION  
Presidential Actions  
EXECUTIVE ORDER   January 20, 2025 
[Excerpt; Editor’s text bolding] 
By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws of the United States of 
America, it is hereby ordered:  
 
Section 1.  Purpose.  The United States noticed its withdrawal from the World Health Organization 
(WHO) in 2020 due to the organization’s mishandling of the COVID-19 pandemic that arose out of 
Wuhan, China, and other global health crises, its failure to adopt urgently needed reforms, and its 
inability to demonstrate independence from the inappropriate political influence of WHO member 
states.  In addition, the WHO continues to demand unfairly onerous payments from the United States, 
far out of proportion with other countries’ assessed payments.  China, with a population of 1.4 billion, 
has 300 percent of the population of the United States, yet contributes nearly 90 percent less to the 
WHO.   
 
Sec. 2.  Actions.   

(a)  The United States intends to withdraw from the WHO.  The Presidential Letter to 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations signed on January 20, 2021, that 
retracted the United States’ July 6, 2020, notification of withdrawal is revoked. 
(b)  Executive Order 13987 of January 25, 2021 (Organizing and Mobilizing the United States 
Government to Provide a Unified and Effective Response to Combat COVID–19 and to Provide 
United States Leadership on Global Health and Security), is revoked. 
(c)  The Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs shall establish directorates and 
coordinating mechanisms within the National Security Council apparatus as he deems necessary 
and appropriate to safeguard public health and fortify biosecurity. 
(d)  The Secretary of State and the Director of the Office of Management and Budget shall take 
appropriate measures, with all practicable speed, to: 

(i)    pause the future transfer of any United States Government funds, 
support, or resources to the WHO; 
(ii)   recall and reassign United States Government personnel or contractors 
working in any capacity with the WHO; and   
(iii)  identify credible and transparent United States and international 
partners to assume necessary activities previously undertaken by the WHO. 

(e)  The Director of the White House Office of Pandemic Preparedness and Response Policy 
shall review, rescind, and replace the 2024 U.S. Global Health Security Strategy as 
soon as practicable.  

 
Sec. 3.  Notification.  The Secretary of State shall immediately inform the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations, any other applicable depositary, and the leadership of the WHO of the withdrawal. 
 
Sec. 4.  Global System Negotiations.  While withdrawal is in progress, the Secretary of State 
will cease negotiations on the WHO Pandemic Agreement and the amendments to the 
International Health Regulations, and actions taken to effectuate such agreement and 
amendments will have no binding force on the United States… 
 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/withdrawing-the-united-states-from-the-worldhealth-organization/


THE WHITE HOUSE, January 20, 2025. 
 
:::::::: 
 
WHO comments on United States’ announcement of intent to withdraw 
21 January 2025    
Statement 
The World Health Organization regrets the announcement that the United States of America intends to 
withdraw from the Organization.  
 
WHO plays a crucial role in protecting the health and security of the world’s people, including 
Americans, by addressing the root causes of disease, building stronger health systems, and detecting, 
preventing and responding to health emergencies, including disease outbreaks, often in dangerous 
places where others cannot go.  
 
The United States was a founding member of WHO in 1948 and has participated in shaping and 
governing WHO’s work ever since, alongside 193 other Member States, including through its active 
participation in the World Health Assembly and Executive Board. For over seven decades, WHO and the 
USA have saved countless lives and protected Americans and all people from health threats. Together, 
we ended smallpox, and together we have brought polio to the brink of eradication. American 
institutions have contributed to and benefited from membership in WHO. 
 
With the participation of the United States and other Member States, WHO has over the past 7 years 
implemented the largest set of reforms in its history, to transform our accountability, cost-
effectiveness, and impact in countries. This work continues.  
 
We hope the United States will reconsider and we look forward to engaging in constructive dialogue to 
maintain the partnership between the USA and WHO, for the benefit of the health and well-being of 
millions of people around the globe. 
 
:::::::: 
:::::::: 
 
Statement from Gates Foundation CEO Mark Suzman: On the U.S. Withdrawal From the 
World Health Organization 
Press release  Jan 21, 2025 
   Providing access to essential health care for the world’s most vulnerable people not only reflects 
America’s core values, it strengthens global stability, security, and prosperity. The World Health 
Organization plays a vital role in combatting health threats that impact everyone, including Americans, 
by preventing the spread of deadly diseases, coordinating responses to health emergencies, and 
implementing global health initiatives—saving millions of lives each year. We believe engaged U.S. 
leadership is essential to helping build a more effective and efficient global health system with the 
WHO playing a central role. As we look to the future, we will continue to make the case that instead of 
retreating, leaders in the United States should prioritize strengthening WHO’s capacity to address 
global health challenges, ensuring that U.S. investments continue to build a healthier, safer future for 
all. 
 
:::::::: 
 
PATH statement on US withdrawal from WHO 
January 21, 2025 by PATH 

https://www.who.int/news/item/21-01-2025-who-comments-on-united-states--announcement-of-intent-to-withdraw
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/ideas/media-center/press-releases/2025/01/us-withdrawal-world-health-organization
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/ideas/media-center/press-releases/2025/01/us-withdrawal-world-health-organization
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/our-work/programs/global-development/global-health-agencies-and-funds
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/our-work/programs/global-development/global-health-agencies-and-funds
https://www.path.org/our-impact/media-center/path-statement-on-us-withdrawal-from-who/


The World Health Organization (WHO) plays a critical role in keeping Americans and the world safe 
from deadly diseases and health threats. We urge the Trump Administration to reconsider its position 
on US withdrawal from WHO. At a time when we are facing multiple health crises—including mpox, 
cholera, and antimicrobial resistance (AMR)—a strong and effective WHO is more important than ever. 
 
PATH has partnered with WHO for nearly five decades, witnessing firsthand the organization’s 
lifesaving impact. From strengthening disease surveillance and establishing early warning systems to 
improving capacity for mRNA vaccine manufacturing that will accelerate outbreak response, supporting 
the rollout of the world’s first malaria vaccine, and helping eliminate meningitis outbreaks in Africa, 
WHO’s lifesaving efforts advance US health and development goals. 
 
The US holds a pivotal leadership role within the WHO, helping shape its priorities, promoting reforms, 
and ensuring alignment with American interests. As just one example, the WHO’s “Transforming for 
Impact” program, launched during Trump’s first Administration, is one of many initiatives strengthening 
WHO’s fiscal management, operational efficiency, and procurement processes. In its most recent 
investment round, the WHO secured pledges from 70 donors, with more than half making voluntary 
contributions for the first time—a testament to the growing global commitment to strengthening health 
security worldwide. 
 
A US withdrawal from WHO will create a leadership vacuum that will increase local and global 
vulnerabilities to infectious disease and emerging health threats. By maintaining US membership in 
WHO, the US can protect its interests and harness its influence to: 
▪ Continue to broaden WHO’s donor base, reducing over-reliance on US funding. 
▪ Strengthen transparency and operational performance. 
▪ Support improvements to regulatory mechanisms like WHO’s global priority review process, 

enabling timely access to lifesaving products worldwide. 
▪ Enhance the world’s preparedness for future pandemics. 
 
With continued US leadership, WHO can better protect health at home and abroad, advancing shared 
US priorities and ensuring a safer, healthier world for all. 
 
:::::::: 
 
The World Medical Association Calls for Sustained Global Support of the World Health 
Organization 
23.01.2025 
The World Medical Association (WMA) strongly urges maintaining robust support for the World Health 
Organization, emphasizing its critical importance as a functional global health agency. Though it 
certainly needs strategic improvements, the WHO represents the primary international mechanism for 
coordinating global health initiatives and addressing worldwide health challenges. 
 
“The WMA urges global leadership, particularly major economic powers, to demonstrate unwavering 
commitment to the WHO through sustained financial support and constructive engagement. The WHO 
remains our most essential instrument for addressing global health challenges. While reform is 
imperative, withdrawal or diminished support would critically compromise international health 
security.”, stated Dr. Ashok Philip, WMA President. 
 
The WMA specifically urges states to remain committed to the WHO, contribute to constructive 
dialogue about organizational improvements, and ensure consistent and fair funding for critical global 
health programs. “The announced exit of the United States from WHO will not only leave a huge 
budget hole, it will more importantly produce a significant political vacuum, which may have far more 
negative impact than just the decline in funds. Instead of disengagement, our Nations should empower 

https://www.wma.net/news-post/the-world-medical-association-calls-for-sustained-global-support-of-the-world-health-organization/
https://www.wma.net/news-post/the-world-medical-association-calls-for-sustained-global-support-of-the-world-health-organization/


the WHO to serve as the most comprehensive mechanism for international health coordination, disease 
prevention, and emergency response.”, Dr Philip concluded. 
 
:::::::: 
:::::::: 
 
Cholera 
 
Multi-country outbreak of cholera, External situation report #22 - 24 January 2025  
24 January 2025  
Overview  
Data as of 29 December 2024  
▪ In December 2024 (epidemiological weeks 49 to 52), a total of 45 986 new cholera 

cases were reported from 21 countries, territories, areas (hereafter countries) across three 
WHO regions, representing a 22% decrease from the previous month. The Eastern Mediterranean 
Region registered the highest number of cases, followed by the African Region and the South-East 
Asia Region. Additionally, 457 cholera-related deaths were reported globally, highlighting an 8% 
increase compared with November.  

▪ The number of cases and deaths in December 2024 are 21% and 5% lower, respectively, than 
those reported in December 2023.  

▪ Conflict, mass displacement, disasters from natural hazards, and climate change have 
intensified outbreaks, particularly in rural and flood-affected areas, where poor 
infrastructure and limited healthcare access delay treatment. These cross-border factors have made 
cholera outbreaks increasingly complex and harder to control.  

▪ Since the last report, new cholera outbreaks have been reported in Zambia, though the total 
number of affected countries in 2024 remains unchanged at 33.  

▪ From 1 January to 29 December 2024, a cumulative total of 804 721 cholera cases and 
5805 deaths were reported from 33 countries across five WHO regions. The Eastern 
Mediterranean Region recorded the highest numbers, followed by the African Region, the South-
East Asia Region, the Region of the Americas, and the European Region. No outbreaks were 
reported in the Western Pacific Region during this period.  

▪ In December, Oral Cholera Vaccines (OCV) production remained high at 5.5 million 
doses, thanks to a simplified formulation and production process introduced and 
prequalified in 2024.[1] This new formulation and process allowed the average stockpile to rise 
to 5.9 million doses in December compared to 3.5 million and 0.6 million, respectively in November 
and October – exceeding the five million doses needed for emergency stockpile at all times for 
effective outbreak response. However, the increased production has yet to meet growing global 
demand, as demand continues to exceed supply, which continues to hinder efforts to control 
cholera outbreaks and respond rapidly to the disease’s spread.  
1 WHO prequalifies new oral simplified vaccine for cholera: Available at: 
https://www.who.int/news/item/18-04-2024-who-prequalifies-new-oral-simplified-vaccine-for-
cholera#   

 
Operational updates 
…Vaccination  
▪ The global OCV stockpile averaged 5.9 million doses in December, exceeding the target 

of 5 million doses that should be available at all times for outbreak response.  
▪ Thirty-three new emergency requests were circulated in 2024 from Bangladesh, Comoros, Ethiopia 

(3), Ghana (3), Kenya, Malawi, Mozambique (2), Myanmar (3), Niger (2), Nigeria, Somalia, South 
Sudan (5), Sudan (6), Yemen, Zambia, and Zimbabwe, collectively seeking 52 million doses (for 
single round campaigns). Thirty were approved, two were not approved, and one was cancelled by 
the International Coordinating Group (ICG) on Vaccine Provision.  

https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/multi-country-outbreak-of-cholera--external-situation-report--22---24-january-2025
https://www.who.int/news/item/18-04-2024-who-prequalifies-new-oral-simplified-vaccine-for-cholera
https://www.who.int/news/item/18-04-2024-who-prequalifies-new-oral-simplified-vaccine-for-cholera


▪ Since the start of 2024, 13 countries (Comoros, Ethiopia (4), Ghana (2), Mozambique (3), 
Myanmar, Niger, Nigeria, Somalia, South Sudan (3), Sudan (5), Yemen, Zambia (2), and Zimbabwe 
(2)) have carried out 27 reactive vaccination campaigns in response to cholera outbreaks, targeting 
a total of 34 million people. Given the ongoing outbreaks and limited vaccine availability, only 
single-dose vaccination campaigns have been approved and implemented.  

▪ In December, OCV production remained robust, reflecting significant efforts by the supplier 
and partners. This progress follows the introduction and prequalification of a new vaccine 
formulation and manufacturing process earlier in 2024.  

▪ Despite these efforts, the mismatch between OCV supply and growing demand is severely 
constraining the capacity to mount preventive vaccination campaigns. The current 
limitations of the global stockpile underscore the urgent need for increased production and more 
strategic stockpile management to meet both reactive and preventive needs.  

 
:::::::: 
:::::::: 
 
mPox – PHEIC 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::::: 
:::::::: 
 
Polio – PHEIC 

 
Polio this week – 22 January 2025 
Headlines  
No new headlines identified. 
 
Summary of new polioviruses this week, cases and positive environmental isolates: 
- Afghanistan:  13 WPV1-positive environmental samples 
- Pakistan:  three WPV1 cases and four WPV1-positive environmental samples 
- Algeria:  one cVDPV2-positive environmental sample 
- DR Congo:  one cVDPV1 case 
- Occupied Palestinian territory:  three cVDPV2-positive environmental samples 
- South Sudan:  one cVDPV2-positive environmental sample 
 
:::::::: 
:::::::: 
 
Public Consultations/Call for Inputs/Call for Papers 
 
E6(R3) Good Clinical Practice: Annex 2; International Council for Harmonisation; Draft 
Guidance for Industry; Availability  
A Notice by the Food and Drug Administration on 12/30/2024  Comment period ends 02/28/2025 
SUMMARY: 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA or Agency) is announcing the availability of a draft guidance 
for industry entitled “E6(R3) Good Clinical Practice: Annex 2.” The draft guidance was prepared under 
the auspices of the International Council for Harmonisation of Technical Requirements for 
Pharmaceuticals for Human Use (ICH). The draft guidance is the second annex to “E6(R3) Good Clinical 
Practice” published June of 2023. This annex provides additional considerations for the application of 
good clinical practices to a variety of trial designs and data sources. Specifically, this draft guidance 
discusses trials with decentralized and pragmatic elements and real-world data sources. This draft 

https://polioeradication.org/about-polio/polio-this-week/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/30/2024-31275/e6r3-good-clinical-practice-annex-2-international-council-for-harmonisation-draft-guidance-for
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/30/2024-31275/e6r3-good-clinical-practice-annex-2-international-council-for-harmonisation-draft-guidance-for


guidance highlights the importance of quality by design and focusing efforts and resources on critical 
aspects of the trials that might impact the safety of participants and the reliability of results. The draft 
guidance is intended to encourage innovation in trial design and provides flexible, modern, and clear 
good clinical practices for conducting trials, while avoiding unnecessary complexities.  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
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::::::    
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 25 Jan 2025]  
https://www.who.int/news 
Selected News/Announcements/Statements  
23 January 2025   News release 
Georgia certified malaria-free by WHO 
 
21 January 2025   Statement 
WHO comments on United States’ announcement of intent to withdraw 
 
19 January 2025   News release 
The ceasefire in Gaza brings hope, but immense challenges lie ahead to restore the health 
system 
 
::::::   
  
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO 
:: 24 January 2025  
WHO ramps up support for Tanzania’s Marburg outbreak response  
:: 22 January 2025  
South Sudan steps up vaccination, response measures to curb cholera  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
:: 24 Jan 2025  
PAHO calls for intensified efforts to address Leprosy and other Neglected Tropical Diseases 
   Washington, D.C., January 24, 2025 (PAHO) – On the occasion of World Neglected Tropical Diseases 
(NTD) Day, the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) has called for increased efforts to eliminate 
these diseases, which affect more than 50 million people in the Region of the Americas.Leprosy, 
dengue, Chagas disease, leishmaniasis, rabies, scabies… 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO European Region EURO  

https://www.who.int/news
https://www.who.int/news/item/23-01-2025-georgia-certified-malaria-free-by-who
https://www.who.int/news/item/23-01-2025-georgia-certified-malaria-free-by-who
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:: Statement from the WHO Regional Office for Europe on the release of hostages from 
Gaza during Phase 1 of the ceasefire between Israel and Hamas 
19 January 2025  
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region   EMRO 
:: WHO-supported health facility in Ghor province makes childbirth safer for mothers  
21 January 2025 
:: How WHO is supporting cholera outbreak response in Sudan 
19 January 2025 
:: Cholera vaccination drive completes in Al-Hol camp, tackling outbreak in record time  
19 January 2025 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::::   
 
WHO - Emergency situation reports 
Latest WHO official reports for emergency situations. Latest WHO official reports for emergency 
situations. 
24 January 2025  
Multi-country outbreak of cholera, External situation report #22 - 24 January 2025  
 
23 January 2025  
Sudan conflict – Situation in refugee-hosting countries, Multi-country External Situation 
Report #8, covering the reporting period December 2024  
Highlights  
The ongoing conflict in Sudan continues to drive a large influx of refugees into surrounding countries.  
▪ Eastern Chad continues to report chickenpox and hepatitis E. In addition, there is an increase in 

diarrhoea.  
▪ There is an ongoing cholera outbreak in South Sudan, and more than 13 700 suspected 

cholera cases have been reported. There is a link with the continued influx of returnees and 
refugees crossing the border from Sudan, making it difficult to ensure adequate water and 
sanitation conditions and healthcare services. Malaria accounted for the largest number of cases 
compared to other disease conditions in Renk County.  

▪ In Egypt, WHO provided extensive support to the Ministry of Health and Population and other 
partners, covering health financing, procurement of medical supplies, healthcare provision and 
water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH).  

▪ In Libya, WHO has continued activities in Emergency Medical Teams (EMTs) and mental health and 
psychosocial support (MHPSS), in addition to strengthening laboratory capacity.  

▪ There are continued outbreaks of malaria in Ethiopia. and hepatitis E in Central African 
Republic. WHO provided technical support for outbreak response activities.  

▪ Security concerns persist and ongoing hostilities between armed groups threaten the safety of 
civilians in Sudan and neighboring countries, causing further displacement and adding significant 
challenges to infectious disease control and the delivery of medical countermeasures and 
humanitarian aid.  

 
::::::   
 
Disease Outbreak News (DONs)  
Latest WHO Disease Outbreak News (DONs), providing information on confirmed acute public health 
events or potential events of concern.  

https://www.who.int/europe/news/item/19-01-2025-statement-from-the-who-regional-office-for-europe-on-the-release-of-hostages-from-gaza-during-phase-1-of-the-ceasefire-between-israel-and-hamas
https://www.who.int/europe/news/item/19-01-2025-statement-from-the-who-regional-office-for-europe-on-the-release-of-hostages-from-gaza-during-phase-1-of-the-ceasefire-between-israel-and-hamas
https://www.emro.who.int/index.html
http://www.emro.who.int/afg/afghanistan-news/who-supported-health-facility-in-ghor-province-makes-childbirth-safer-for-mothers.html
http://www.emro.who.int/sdn/sudan-news/how-who-is-supporting-cholera-outbreak-response-in-sudan.html
http://www.emro.who.int/syria/news/cholera-vaccination-drive-completes-in-al-hol-camp-tackling-outbreak-in-record-time.html
https://www.who.int/westernpacific
https://www.who.int/westernpacific
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situation-reports
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/multi-country-outbreak-of-cholera--external-situation-report--22---24-january-2025
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https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/sudan-conflict---situation-in-refugee-hosting-countries--multi-country-external-situation-report--8--covering-the-reporting-period-december-2024
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/sudan-conflict---situation-in-refugee-hosting-countries--multi-country-external-situation-report--8--covering-the-reporting-period-december-2024
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/sudan-conflict---situation-in-refugee-hosting-countries--multi-country-external-situation-report--8--covering-the-reporting-period-december-2024
https://www.who.int/emergencies/disease-outbreak-news
https://www.who.int/emergencies/disease-outbreak-news/item/2025-DON552


20 January 2025 | Chapare haemorrhagic fever- the Plurinational State of Bolivia  
 
::::::   
 
Weekly Epidemiological Record 
https://www.who.int/publications/journals/weekly-epidemiological-record 
Vol. 100, Nos. 04, pp. 21–32  24 January 2025  
PDF: https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/380279/WER10004-21-32.pdf 

:: Elimination of visceral leishmaniasis as a public health problem in Kenya – progress and challenges 

 
::::::   
 
New WHO Publications        
https://www.who.int/publications 
Selected  
24 January 2025  
WHO technical consultation on evidence-informed decision-making for prevention of and 
response to sexual...  
  
22 January 2025  
Practical approaches and case-based models for reaching men and boys with integrated 
HIV services 
 
22 January 2025  
Human rabies post-exposure prophylaxis workshop on supporting countries to build a case 
for investment:...  
  
::::::   
::::::   
 
USA – HHS, FDA, CDC  
 
Editor’s Note: 
   A Washington Post article on January 21, 2025 by Lena H. Sun, Dan Diamond and Rachel Roubein 
reported that “The Trump administration has instructed federal health agencies to pause all external 
communications, such as health advisories, weekly scientific reports, updates to websites and social 
media posts, according to nearly a dozen current and former officials and other people familiar with the 
matter. The instructions were delivered Tuesday to staff at agencies inside the Department of Health 
and Human Services, including the Food and Drug Administration, the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention and the National Institutes of Health, one day after the new administration took office, 
according to the people with knowledge, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe private 
conversations… 
   We did not identify any White House or HHS advisory related to this reported “pause.” 
 
HHS 
News 
Last news release 17 Jan 2025.  
 
FDA 
Press Announcements 
Last announcement 17 Jan 2025. 
 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/disease-outbreak-news/item/2025-DON553
https://www.who.int/emergencies/disease-outbreak-news/item/2025-DON553
https://www.who.int/publications/journals/weekly-epidemiological-record
PDF:
https://www.who.int/publications
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240103511
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240103511
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2025/01/21/trump-hhs-cdc-fda-communication-pause/
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/index.html
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/fda-newsroom/press-announcements


FDA VRBPAC 
Advisory Committee Calendar 
No new VRBPAC calendar dates identified. 
 
CDC/ACIP [U.S.] [to 25 Jan 2025] 
http://www.cdc.gov/media/index.html 
Latest News  
Last news release 10 Jan 2025. 
 
ACIP Meetings 
Next ACIP Meeting 
February 26-27, 2025 
 
MMWR  Weekly 
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/index2024.html 
The January 16th MMWR [below] which we carried in our last edition no longer appears on the MMWR 
webpage. We note the two ACIP recommended immunization schedules that comprise this edition. The 
PDF link below is still active. 
 

January 16, 2025 / No. 2 
PDF of this issue 
- Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices Recommended Immunization Schedule for Children 

and Adolescents Aged 18 Years or Younger — United States, 2025  
- Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices Recommended Immunization Schedule for Adults 

Aged 19 Years or Older — United States, 2025  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Europe  
 
European Medicines Agency  [EMA] 
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news 
News & Press Releases  
No new digest content identified. 
 
European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control  
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en 
News/Updates/Reports/Publications  [Selected] 
Surveillance and monitoring 
Reporting protocol for zoonotic influenza virus  
21 Jan 2025  
   This reporting protocol describes data collection for human cases of zoonotic influenza viruses, with 
the aim to support assessment of key indicators and trends over time and inform situational risk 
assessments. 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Africa CDC   [to 25 Jan 2025]  
https://africacdc.org/ 
Press Releases, Statements  [Selected]  
Press Releases 

https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/advisory-committee-calendar
http://www.cdc.gov/media/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/acip/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/index2024.html
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/74/wr/pdfs/mm7402-H.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/74/wr/mm7402a2.htm?s_cid=mm7402a2_w
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/74/wr/mm7402a2.htm?s_cid=mm7402a2_w
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/74/wr/mm7402a3.htm?s_cid=mm7402a3_w
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/74/wr/mm7402a3.htm?s_cid=mm7402a3_w
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news
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https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/zoonotic-influenza-virus-reporting-protocol
https://africacdc.org/


Tanzania Declares Marburg Outbreak: Africa CDC Mobilizes Immediate Response  
20 January 2025  
 
:::::: 
 
China CDC+   
http://www.chinacdc.cn/en/ 
 
National Health Commission of the People's Republic of China  [to 25 Jan 2025] 
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
National Medical Products Administration – PRC  [to 25 Jan 2025] 
http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/  
News 
No new digest content identified. 
  
China CDC  
CCDC Weekly Reports: Current Volume (7) 
2025-01-24 / No. 4   INFECTIOUS DISEASE ISSUE 
PDF of this issue 
- Vital Surveillances: Respiratory Pathogen Profiles of Patients — Beijing Municipality, China, 

November 2023–April 2024  
- Vital Surveillances: Characterization of Aeromonas Strains Isolated from Adult Patients with 

Diarrhea and Aquatic Environments — Beijing Municipality, China, 2016–2022  
- Preplanned Studies: Epidemiological and Spatiotemporal Clustering Analysis of Human Brucellosis — 

China, 2019−2023  
- Preplanned Studies: Multicenter Study on the Prevalence of Human Respiratory Syncytial Virus 

Coinfection and Disease Burden Among Hospitalized Children Aged 5 Years and Younger — 5 
Prefecture-level Cities, Zhejiang Province, China, 2018−2023  

- Methods and Applications: Automatic Warning Practice of Multi-Source Surveillance and Multi-Point 
Trigger for Infectious Diseases — Yuhang District, Hangzhou City, Zhejiang Province, China, 
January–April 2024  

- Notifiable Infectious Diseases Reports: Reported Cases and Deaths of National Notifiable Infectious 
Diseases — China, November 2024*  

 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Contents  [click to move among sections] 
:: Milestones, Perspectives 
:: WHO 
:: Organization Announcements 
:: Journal Watch 
:: Pre-Print Servers 
 
::::::   
:::::: 
 

Organization Announcements 
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Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 25 Jan 2025] 
https://alleninstitute.org/news-press/ 
News 
New research reveals how location influences how our immune system fights disease  
01.22.2025 
Findings could pave the way for improved immunotherapies and vaccines. 
 
Annual Report   News 
2024 Impact Report  
01.20.2025 
A year of breakthroughs and collaboration at the Allen Institute. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 25 Jan 2025] 
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/ideas/media-center 
Press Releases & Statements  
Press release  Jan 24, 2025 
Statement from CEO Mark Suzman: On the Reinstatement of the Mexico City Policy 
   Reinstating the Mexico City Policy puts access to critical services for millions of people at risk—
especially access to health services for women and girls. For many women in the world’s poorest 
places, access to comprehensive reproductive health care isn’t just about family planning—it’s a lifeline 
that helps keep themselves and their children alive. When women decide whether and when to have 
children, it saves lives, improves health outcomes, expands education, and creates prosperity—no 
matter which country in the world you’re talking about. We hope America’s leaders focus on improving 
women’s health and empowering organizations to deliver essential care—not creating barriers that 
endanger the lives of women worldwide. 
 
Press release  Jan 21, 2025 
Statement from CEO Mark Suzman: On the U.S. Withdrawal From the World Health 
Organization 
 
 
Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute    [to 25 Jan 2025] 
https://www.gatesmri.org/news 
The Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute is a non-profit biotech organization. Our mission is 
to develop products to fight malaria, tuberculosis, and diarrheal diseases—three major causes of 
mortality, poverty, and inequality in developing countries. The world has unprecedented scientific tools 
at its disposal; now is the time to use them to save the lives of the world's poorest people  
News: Articles and Publications 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CARB-X   [to 25 Jan 2025] 
https://carb-x.org/ 
News 
01.23.2025  |   
CARB-X funds Immunartes to develop Staphylococcus aureus preventative 
   CARB-X will award Immunartes US$729k to develop a monoclonal antibody to prevent infections 
caused by Staphylococcus aureus. 
 
 
Chan Zuckerberg Initiative    [to 25 Jan 2025] 

https://alleninstitute.org/news-press/
https://alleninstitute.org/news/new-research-reveals-how-location-influences-how-our-immune-system-fights-disease/
https://alleninstitute.org/news/allen-impact-2024/
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/ideas/media-center
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/ideas/media-center/press-releases/2025/01/mexico-city-policy
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/ideas/media-center/press-releases/2025/01/us-withdrawal-world-health-organization
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/ideas/media-center/press-releases/2025/01/us-withdrawal-world-health-organization
https://www.gatesmri.org/news
https://carb-x.org/
https://carb-x.org/carb-x-news/carb-x-funds-immunartes-to-develop-staphylococcus-aureus-preventative/


https://chanzuckerberg.com/newsroom/ 
Newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CEPI – Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations  [to 25 Jan 2025] 
http://cepi.net/  
CEPI News 
News 
Afrigen to develop human mRNA Rift Valley fever vaccine 
   CEPI funding will advance the vaccine candidate through preclinical development and Phase I trials. 
19 Jan 2025 
 
 
CIOMS – COUNCIL FOR INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS OF MEDICAL SCIENCES  [to 25 
Jan 2025] 
https://cioms.ch/ 
News; Publications; Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
DARPA – Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency [U.S.] [to 25 Jan 2025] 
https://www.darpa.mil/news 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
DNDI – Drugs for Neglected Diseases initiative  [to 25 Jan 2025] 
https://dndi.org/press/press-releases/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Duke Global Health Innovation Center  [to 25 Jan 2025] 
https://dukeghic.org/ 
News 
Issue 6: 23 January 2025 | Mpox: Transparency and Accountability for the Global 
Response 
January 23, 2025 
 
 
EDCTP    [to 25 Jan 2025] 
http://www.edctp.org/ 
The European & Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership (EDCTP) aims to accelerate the 
development of new or improved drugs, vaccines, microbicides and diagnostics against HIV/AIDS, 
tuberculosis and malaria as well as other poverty-related and neglected infectious diseases in sub-
Saharan Africa, with a focus on phase II and III clinical trials 
21 January 2025 
New tablet shows promise for the control and elimination of intestinal worms  
 
 
Emory Vaccine Center    [to 25 Jan 2025] 

https://chanzuckerberg.com/newsroom/
http://cepi.net/
https://cepi.net/south-africas-afrigen-develop-human-mrna-rift-valley-fever-vaccine
https://cioms.ch/
https://www.darpa.mil/news
https://dndi.org/press/press-releases/
https://dukeghic.org/
https://dukeghic.org/2025/01/23/6076/
https://dukeghic.org/2025/01/23/6076/
http://www.edctp.org/
http://www.edctp.org/news/new-tablet-shows-promise-for-the-control-and-elimination-of-intestinal-worms/


http://www.vaccines.emory.edu/ 
Vaccine Center News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
European Vaccine Initiative  [to 25 Jan 2025] 
http://www.euvaccine.eu/  
Latest News, Events  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Fondation Merieux  [to 25 Jan 2025] 
http://www.fondation-merieux.org/ 
News, Events   
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gavi [to 25 Jan 2025] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
Press Releases 
21 January 2025  
Gavi and partners pioneer new approach to deliver critical vaccinations in humanitarian 
contexts 
▪ In partnership with the International Rescue Committee (IRC) and others, the Gavi-funded 

Humanitarian Partnerships (ZIP) is breaking new ground in how immunisation services reach 
communities affected by insecurity, conflict or crisis 

▪ The programme, which launched in 2022, spans across 11 African countries in the Sahel and Horn 
of Africa.  

▪ “Gavi is unwavering in its commitment to ensuring every child, no matter their circumstances, has 
access to life-saving vaccines. Our partnership with humanitarian actors is a testament to this 
commitment, enabling us to reach communities affected by instability, insecurity, conflict and 
crisis,” said Thabani Maphosa, Chief Country Delivery Officer at Gavi 

 
 
GE2P2 Global Foundation   [to 25 Jan 2025] 
www.ge2p2.org 
News/Analysis/Publications-Digests/Statements 
:: Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review - Current edition 
:: Informed Consent: A Monthly Review –  January 2025  
:: Public Consultations Watch :: Global Calls for Input/Public Comment – 14 Jan 2025 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 25 Jan 2025] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
Press Releases  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund  [to 25 Jan 2025] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
News Releases 
21 January 2025  

http://www.vaccines.emory.edu/
http://www.euvaccine.eu/
http://www.fondation-merieux.org/
https://www.gavi.org/
https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/gavi-partners-pioneer-new-approach-deliver-critical-vaccinations-humanitarian-contexts
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https://centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.net/
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https://ge2p2-center.net/2024/12/11/public-consultations-watch-global-calls-for-input-public-comment-rfis-11-december-2024-issue-26/
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/


Global Fund Unveils Pioneering Climate and Health Fund to Accelerate Global Action  
   The new fund targets the world’s most climate-vulnerable nations, delivering urgent support on 
adaptation and strengthening health systems to safeguard millions from the intensifying impacts of 
climate change.  
 
 
Global Research Collaboration for Infectious Disease Preparedness [GloPID-R] [to 25 Jan 
2025] 
https://www.glopid-r.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Hilleman Laboratories   [to 25 Jan 2025] 
http://www.hilleman-labs.org/ 
News & Insights 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 25 Jan 2025] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news  
Press Room        
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Human Immunome Project  [nee Human Vaccines Project]  [to 25 Jan 2025] 
https://www.humanimmunomeproject.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IAVI  [to 25 Jan 2025] 
https://www.iavi.org/ 
Press Releases  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
INSERM   [to 25 Jan 2025]  
https://www.inserm.fr/en/home/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Coalition of Medicines Regulatory Authorities [ICMRA] 
http://www.icmra.info/drupal/en/news 
Selected Statements, Press Releases, Research  
23 January 2025 
ICMRA PQKMS Collaborative Assessment Summary Report 
 
 
ICH [International Council for Harmonisation of Technical Requirements for 
Pharmaceuticals for Human Use]  [to 25 Jan 2025] 

https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2025/2025-01-21-global-fund-unveils-pioneering-climate-and-health-fund-to-accelerate-global-action/
https://www.glopid-r.org/news/
http://www.hilleman-labs.org/
https://www.hhmi.org/news
https://www.humanimmunomeproject.org/
https://www.iavi.org/
https://www.inserm.fr/en/home/
https://presse.inserm.fr/en/resistance-mutations-to-nirsevimab-are-rare-in-respiratory-syncytial-virus-rsv/69266/
http://www.icmra.info/drupal/en/news
https://www.icmra.info/drupal/sites/default/files/2025-01/cap_summary_report_23jan2025.pdf


https://www.ich.org/ 
News/Pubs/Press Releases [Selective]  
24 January 2025 
The ICH E6(R3) Introductory Training Presentation is now available on the ICH website 
   Following the adoption of the E6(R3) Guideline on 6 January 2025, a Step 4 Introductory Training 
Presentation has been developed by the E6(R3) Expert Working Group. 
 
 

ICRC  [to 25 Jan 2025] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
What’s New   [Selected]     
Article   24-01-2025  
Debunking harmful narratives about our work in Israel and the occupied Palestinian 
territory 
   With the escalation of violence in Israel, and the occupied Palestinian territory of Gaza and West 
Bank, including East Jerusalem, there has been a proliferation of dehumanizing language and of false 
and misleading information about the ICRC and our work in the current conflict. In the face of these 
real-world consequences, for both people and humanitarian actors, we want to clearly address the 
main harmful narratives against the ICRC and our staff. 
 
 
IFFIm 
http://www.iffim.org/ 
Press Releases/Announcements  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFRC   [to 25 Jan 2025] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Press Releases [Selected]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Institut Pasteur   [to 25 Jan 2025] 
https://www.pasteur.fr/en/press-area 
Press Documents 
Institut Pasteur decides to leave X 
Press release  2025.01.16  
   The Institut Pasteur, a research organization which for more than 130 years has been committed to 
tackling infectious diseases, sharing knowledge and defending science, has decided to leave X because 
of several serious abuses observed on the platform since its takeover by Elon Musk. We are suspending 
our day-to-day activities on the platform immediately and will encourage our subscribers to follow us 
on other platforms, especially Bluesky, which we recently joined. We will leave X officially in the coming 
weeks once we have completed this process. 
 
 
ISC / International Science Council  [to 25 Jan 2025] 
https://council.science/current/ 
ISC is a non-governmental organization with a unique global membership that brings together 40 
international scientific Unions and Associations and over 140 national and regional scientific 
organizations including Academies and Research Councils.  
Latest Updates 

https://www.ich.org/
https://www.ich.org/news/ich-e6r3-introductory-training-presentation-now-available-ich-website
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/debunking-harmful-narratives-about-our-work-israel-and-palestinian-occupied-territories
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/debunking-harmful-narratives-about-our-work-israel-and-palestinian-occupied-territories
http://www.iffim.org/
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/
https://www.pasteur.fr/en/press-area
https://www.pasteur.fr/en/home/press-area/press-documents/institut-pasteur-decides-leave-x
https://bsky.app/
https://council.science/current/


No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Union of Immunological Societies (IUIS) 
https://iuis.org/ 
News/Events [Selected]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IVAC  [to 25 Jan 2025] 
https://www.jhsph.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/ivac/index.html 
Updates; Events  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IVI   [to 25 Jan 2025] 
http://www.ivi.int/ 
IVI News & Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security   [to 25 Jan 2025] 
https://centerforhealthsecurity.org/newsroom 
Center News  [Selected]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 25 Jan 2025]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Latest [Selected Announcements]  
War and conflict  
DRC: 3 questions on the intensification of the armed conflict in North and South Kivu  
Project Update 25 Jan 2025  
 
Gaza-Israel war  
MSF mourns the killing of our ninth colleague in Gaza  
Statement 24 Jan 2025  
 
Mexico  
MSF highlights increased risks for migrants following closure of the US asylum process  
Press Release 23 Jan 2025  
 
 
National Academy of Medicine - USA  [to 25 Jan 2025] 
https://nam.edu/programs/ 
News [Selected] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
National Academies-Sciences-Engineering-Medicine [NASEM]- USA  [to 25 Jan 2025] 
https://www.nationalacademies.org/newsroom 
News  
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Gregory H. Symmes Named NAS Chief Operating Officer, NRC Executive Officer 
   Gregory H. Symmes has been named the chief operating officer of the National Academy of Sciences 
and executive officer of the National Research Council. The Research Council is the operating arm of 
the NAS, and in partnership with the National Academy of Engineering and National Academy of 
Medicine, informs public discourse and policymaking with evidence-based advice. 
2025-01-22  News Release 
 
 
National Vaccine Program Office - U.S. HHS  [to 25 Jan 2025] 
https://www.hhs.gov/vaccines/about/index.html 
Upcoming Meetings/Latest Updates  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
NIH  [to 25 Jan 2025] 
http://www.nih.gov/  
News Releases 
Last announcement: 17 January 2025 
 
 
PATH  [to 25 Jan 2025]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
Newsroom 
PATH statement on US withdrawal from WHO 
January 21, 2025 by PATH 
 
 
Sabin Vaccine Institute  [to 25 Jan 2025] 
https://www.sabin.org/press/ 
Latest News & Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 25 Jan 2025]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
News, Stories, Updates 
Press statement 
UNAIDS encourages President Donald J. Trump to continue the strong leadership of the 
United States of America in the global AIDS response 
GENEVA, 22 January 2025 
 
UNAIDS calls on leaders at Davos to commit to rapid global access to revolutionary new 
long-acting HIV medicines 
   UNAIDS urges speed and compassion urging pharmaceutical companies to enable access to new, 
life-saving medicines  
DAVOS/GENEVA, 21 January 2025 
 
 
UNICEF  [to 25 Jan 2025] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Latest press releases, news notes and statements 
Press release  23 January 2025  
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Nearly a quarter of a billion children’s schooling was disrupted by climate crises in 2024 – 
UNICEF  
   NEW YORK, 24 January 2025 – At least 242 million students in 85 countries had their schooling 
disrupted by extreme climate events in 2024, including heatwaves, tropical cyclones, storms, floods, 
and droughts, exacerbating an existing learning crisis, according to a new UNICEF analysis released 
today. For the first...  
 
 
Unitaid  [to 25 Jan 2025] 
https://unitaid.org/ 
Featured News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Vaccine Equity Cooperative [nee Initiative]   [to 25 Jan 2025] 
https://vaccineequitycooperative.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Vaccination Acceptance & Demand Initiative [Sabin)  [to 25 Jan 2025] 
https://www.vaccineacceptance.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Vaccine Confidence Project  [to 25 Jan 2025] 
http://www.vaccineconfidence.org/ 
News, Research and Reports 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Vaccine Education Center – Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia  [to 25 Jan 2025] 
http://www.chop.edu/centers-programs/vaccine-education-center 
News 
Vaccine Update Newsletter January 2025 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 25 Jan 2025] 
https://wellcome.org/news/all 
News. Opinion, Reports 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Wistar Institute   [to 25 Jan 2025] 
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
Press Releases 
January 20, 2025 
Scientists at The Wistar Institute and Stanford University Report Encouraging Results on 
First-in-Human Clinical Trial for an Investigational Drug to Treat Epstein-Barr Virus Cancer  
 
 
World Bank [to 25 Jan 2025] 
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http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
All News  [Selected] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WFPHA: World Federation of Public Health Associations  [to 25 Jan 2025] 
https://www.wfpha.org/ 
Blog, Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Medical Association [WMA]   [to 25 Jan 2025] 
https://www.wma.net/news-press/press-releases/ 
Press Releases  
The World Medical Association Calls for Sustained Global Support of the World Health 
Organization 
23.01.2025 
 
WMA commends Israel and Gaza ceasefire and calls for safeguarding of health 
professionals 
23.01.2025 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health [OIE] [to 25 Jan 2025] 
https://www.oie.int/ 
Press Releases, Statements 
News 
WOAH launches The Animal Echo: A global knowledge space for animal health and welfare 
Published on 24 January 2025  
   …The knowledge-sharing space will feature a blend of scientific articles and blogposts written by 
leading experts in animal, public, and environmental health. These content pieces will offer in-depth 
insights into various animal health and welfare topics, with a view to enhancing individual and 
collective understanding of animal health and welfare.  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
ARM [Alliance for Regenerative Medicine]  [to 25 Jan 2025] 
https://alliancerm.org/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BIO    [to 25 Jan 2025] 
https://www.bio.org/press-releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest announcements identified. 
 
 
DCVMN – Developing Country Vaccine Manufacturers Network  [to 25 Jan 2025] 
http://www.dcvmn.org/ 
News; Upcoming events 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all
https://www.wfpha.org/
https://www.wma.net/news-press/press-releases/
https://www.wma.net/news-post/the-world-medical-association-calls-for-sustained-global-support-of-the-world-health-organization/
https://www.wma.net/news-post/the-world-medical-association-calls-for-sustained-global-support-of-the-world-health-organization/
https://www.wma.net/news-post/wma-commends-israel-and-gaza-ceasefire-and-calls-for-safeguarding-of-health-professionals/
https://www.wma.net/news-post/wma-commends-israel-and-gaza-ceasefire-and-calls-for-safeguarding-of-health-professionals/
https://www.oie.int/
https://www.woah.org/en/woah-launches-the-animal-echo-a-global-knowledge-space-for-animal-health-and-welfare/
https://alliancerm.org/press-releases/
https://www.bio.org/press-releases
http://www.dcvmn.org/


No new digest announcements identified. 
 
 
ICBA – International Council of Biotechnology Associations   [to 25 Jan 2025] 
https://internationalbiotech.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest announcements identified. 
 
 
IFPMA   [to 25 Jan 2025] 
https://ifpma.org/ 
News, Statements  [Selected] 
No new digest announcements identified. 
 
 
International Alliance of Patients’ Organizations – IAPO  [to 25 Jan 2025] 
https://www.iapo.org.uk/news 
Press and media [Selected] 
No new digest announcements identified. 
  
 
International Generic and Biosimilar Medicines Association [IGBA] 
https://www.igbamedicines.org/ 
News 
No new digest announcements identified. 
  
 
PhRMA    [to 25 Jan 2025] 
http://www.phrma.org/  
Press Releases    
PhRMA Congratulates President Donald Trump on His Inauguration 
January 20, 2025 
   …The pharmaceutical industry is the crown jewel of the American economy, giving American patients 
more treatment options than anywhere else in the world while supporting millions of high-paying, high-
tech jobs around the country. Through innovation we’ve achieved significant breakthroughs, improved 
cancer survival rates, cured hepatitis C, and eradicated devastating diseases like polio and 
smallpox. New medicines are transforming our ability to prevent, treat, and cure deadly diseases 
more effectively, improving patient lives and reducing reliance on the most expensive parts of the 
health care system… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Vaccines/Therapeutics/Medicines – Selected Developer/Manufacturer Announcements  
 
AstraZeneca 
Press Releases     
AstraZeneca plans C$820 million (US$570m) investment in Canada to advance growing 
global hub and clinical delivery 
PUBLISHED 23 January 2025  
700 new scientific and high-skilled jobs to be created in Greater Toronto Area, investing to execute 
more than 210 AstraZeneca global clinical studies 
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    AstraZeneca, a global pharmaceutical company focused on developing life changing medicines, 
today announced a C$820 million (US$570m) investment in Canada, creating more than 700 high-
skilled jobs, across all areas of the business. The investment will support the move to a larger, state-of-
the-art office facility in the Greater Toronto Area (GTA), Ontario… 
 
Bavarian Nordic 
Latest News  No new digest content identified. 
 
Bharat Biotech  
Press Releases   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
BioCubaFarma – Cuba  
Últimas Noticias   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Biological E  
News   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
BioNTech 
Press Releases   - No new digest announcements identified. 
 
Boehringer 
Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified. 
 
CanSinoBIO 
News - Website not responding at inquiry 
 
CIGB 
Latest News   - No new digest announcements identified. 
 
Cinnagen 
Recent News   - No new digest announcements identified. 
  
Clover Biopharmaceuticals – China  
News   - No new digest announcements identified. 
 
Curevac   
News  - No new digest announcements identified. 
 
Gamaleya National Center/Sputnik  
Latest News and Events - No new digest announcements identified   [Last: 09 Nov 2020] 
https://sputnikvaccine.com/  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last: 31 Aug 2022] 
 
GSK 
Press releases for media - No new digest announcements identified. 
 
EuBiologics, S Korea 
News  - No new digest announcements identified. 
 
IMBCAMS, China 
Home  - Website not responding at inquiry. 
 
JNJ Innovative Medicine [Janssen] 
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Press Releases   - No new digest announcements identified. 
 
Merck 
News releases  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Moderna 
Press Releases   
January 17, 2025  
January 24, 2025  
Moderna Awarded Tender for the Supply of Its mRNA COVID-19 Vaccine in the European 
Union  
The Agreement provides participating countries with the opportunity to diversify their mRNA COVID-19 
vaccine supply and gain access to pre-filled syringe vaccine formats 
   CAMBRIDGE, MA / ACCESS Newswire / January 24, 2025 / Moderna, Inc. (NASDAQ:MRNA) today 
announced that it has been awarded a tender for the supply of its mRNA COVID-19 vaccine in the 
European Union (EU), Norway and North Macedonia. Under the resulting agreement, 17 participating 
countries can access Moderna's mRNA COVID-19 vaccine for up to four years… 
 
Nanogen 
News   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Novartis 
News  - No new digest announcements identified. 
 
Novavax 
Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified. 
 
Pfizer 
Recent Press Releases - No new digest announcements identified. 
 
R-Pharm 
https://rpharm-us.com/index.php 
[No news or media page identified] 
 
Sanofi Pasteur   
Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified. 
 
Serum Institute 
News & Announcements - No new digest announcements identified. 
 
Sinopharm/WIBPBIBP 
News  - No new digest announcements identified. 
 
Sinovac 
Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified. 
 
SK Biosciences 
Press Releases   
SK bioscience and Sanofi Expand Partnership to Target the Domestic Market for RSV and 
Hepatitis A Prevention Medicines 
2025.01.23 
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-Two companies signed a co-promotion and distribution agreement for Beyfortus® and Avaxim®, 
expanding the existing agreement. 
-Beyfortus®, the only antibody injection for respiratory syncytial virus in Korea, will be administered, 
targeting all infants during their first RSV season. 
-Both companies have a comprehensive collaboration from joint development of pneumonia vaccines to 
co-marketing strategies. 
 
Takeda 
Newsroom  - No new digest announcements identified. 
 
Valneva 
Press Releases   
January 22, 2025  
Valneva Reports Positive Phase 2 Results in Children for its Chikungunya Vaccine and 
Announces Phase 3 Dose Decision 
 
January 20, 2025  
Valneva Reports High Sustained Immune Response in Adolescents One Year After Single 
Vaccination with its Chikungunya Vaccine 
 
Vector State Research Centre of Viralogy and Biotechnology 
Home   - [Website not responding [404 error] 
 
WestVac Biopharma  
Media   - Website not responding at inquiry. 
 
Zhifei Longcom, China 
[Anhui Zhifei Longcom Biologic Pharmacy Co., Ltd.] 

Website   [No News/Announcements page identified] 
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Contents  [click to move among sections] 
:: Milestones, Perspectives 
:: WHO 
:: Organization Announcements 
:: Journal Watch 
:: Pre-Print Servers 
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Journal Watch 
   Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review continues its weekly scanning of key peer-reviewed 
journals to identify and cite articles, commentary and editorials, books reviews and other content 
supporting our focus on vaccine ethics and policy. Journal Watch is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative of themes and issues the Center is actively tracking. We selectively provide full text of some 
editorial and comment articles that are specifically relevant to our work. Successful access to some of 
the links provided may require subscription or other access arrangement unique to the publisher.  
     If you would like to suggest other journal titles to include in this service, please contact David Curry 
at: david.r.curry@centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.org 
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AJOB Empirical Bioethics 
Volume 15, 2023  Issue 4 
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uabr21/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
AMA Journal of Ethics  
Volume 27, Number 1: E1-65  Jan 2025 
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/issue/epidemiology-and-clinical-practice 
Epidemiology and Clinical Practice  
Epidemiological research guides health service delivery by informing and transforming clinical 
guidelines. Reciprocally, how clinicians document information from patients or their loved ones also 
determines the quality of data epidemiologists use in research. Additionally, some patients’ health 
needs and some communities’ health interests are not well captured in observational studies and 
clinical trials, especially when patient-subjects are lost to follow-up. Attrition of patient-subjects who 
are uninsured, underinsured, experience transportation or food insecurity, work multiple jobs, or live 
with complex chronic illnesses or disabilities, for example, creates data capture gaps, which can result 
in an evidence base that is incomplete and clinical guidelines that are inapt, inequitable, or simply do 
not apply to a full range of patients. This theme issue investigates these and other complexities of 
epidemiological data sourcing and the ethics of practice guideline formation.  
 
 
American Journal of Human Genetics 
Jan 02, 2025  Volume 112  Issue 1  p1-198 
https://www.cell.com/ajhg/current 
This month in The Journal 
Alyson B. Barnes, Kylee L. Spencer, Sara B. Cullinan 
   Loss-of-function variants are typically considered in terms of gene-specific, pathway-dependent 
effects. An altered protein is produced, affecting the protein-specific pathway or a related phenotype. 
However, characterizing the gene-specific, pathway-dependent effects alone does not always explain 
the phenotypic variability observed between individuals with the same mutation or predict disease 
trajectory. In this issue, Shovlin and Aldred present a parallel paradigm for loss-of-function variants 
based on proteostasis, the process of maintaining a healthy balance of proteins within a cell. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
January 2025  Volume 53  Issue 1p1-174 
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current   
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
January 2025  Volume 68  Issue 1  p1-216 
https://www.ajpmonline.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
January 2025  115(1) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
Displacements to Escape Natural Disasters In The United States 
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   The January issue of AJPH focuses on the increasing prevalence of natural disaster-induced 
displacements within the United States. Featured articles explore disparities in the impact of these 
displacements and examine their prevalence and correlates. Other articles in this issue address 
naloxone distribution programs, urban reforestation efforts in Manhattan, the role of health monitoring 
data in relation to immigration and citizenship, and the use of long-acting reversible contraception. 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 112 (2025): Issue 1 (Jan 2025)  
https://www.ajtmh.org/view/journals/tpmd/111/4/tpmd.112.issue-1.xml   
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
January 2025  Volume 178, Issue 1 
https://www.acpjournals.org/toc/aim/current 
Original Research 
Cost-Effectiveness of Extending Human Papillomavirus Vaccination to Population 
Subgroups Older Than 26 Years Who Are at Higher Risk for Human Papillomavirus 
Infection in the United States 
Jean-François Laprise, PhD, Harrell W. Chesson, PhD, Lauri E. Markowitz, MD, Mélanie Drolet, PhD, and 
… et al.  
Pages:50–58 
Abstract 
Background: 
In June 2019, the U.S. Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices recommended shared clinical 
decision making regarding potential human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination of men and women aged 
27 to 45 years (“mid-adults”). 
Objective: 
To examine the incremental cost-effectiveness ratios (ICERs) and number needed to vaccinate (NNV) 
to prevent 1 HPV-related cancer case of expanding HPV vaccination to subgroups of mid-adults at 
increased risk for HPV-related diseases in the United States. 
Design: 
Individual-based transmission dynamic modeling of HPV transmission and associated diseases using 
HPV-ADVISE (Agent-based Dynamic model for VaccInation and Screening Evaluation). 
Data Sources: 
Published data. 
Target Population: 
All U.S. mid-adults and higher-risk subgroups within this population. 
Time Horizon: 
100 years. 
Perspective: 
Health care sector. 
Intervention: 
Expanding 9-valent HPV vaccination to mid-adults and higher-risk subgroups. 
Outcome Measures: 
ICERs and NNVs. 
Results of Base-Case Analysis: 
Expanding 9-valent HPV vaccination to all mid-adults, those with more lifetime partners, and those who 
have just separated was projected to cost an additional $2 005 000, $763 000, and $1 164 000 per 
quality-adjusted life-year (QALY) gained, respectively. The NNVs to prevent 1 additional HPV-related 
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cancer case were 7670, 3190, and 5150, respectively, compared with 223 for vaccination of persons 
aged 9 to 26 years (vs. no vaccination). 
Results of Sensitivity Analysis: 
The mid-adult strategy with the lowest ICER and NNV was vaccinating infrequently screened mid-adult 
women who have just separated and have a higher number of lifetime sex partners (ICER, $86 000 per 
QALY gained; NNV, 470). 
Limitation: 
Uncertainty about rate of new sex partners and natural history of HPV among mid-adults. 
Conclusion: 
Vaccination of mid-adults against HPV is substantially less cost-effective and produces higher NNVs 
than vaccination of persons younger than 26 years under all scenarios investigated. However, cost-
effectiveness and NNV are projected to improve when higher-risk mid-adult subgroups are vaccinated, 
such as mid-adults with more sex partners and who have recently separated, and women who are 
underscreened. 
Primary Funding Source: 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
 
 
Artificial Intelligence – An International Journal 
Volume 338  January 2025 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/artificial-intelligence/vol/338/suppl/C   
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 25 Jan 2025) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 25 Jan 2025) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
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Despite vaccine availability, Pertussis remains a global public health challenge, especially among 
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The ethics of research into health and climate change: call for papers 
Katherine Littler, Julian Sheather, Adrienne Sayer 
Bull World Health Organ. 2025 Jan 1; 103(1): 2–2A. Published online 2025 Jan 1. 
doi: 10.2471/BLT.24.292990   PMCID: PMC11704640 
   … Questions about which research should be given priority are critical, and ethical considerations are 
underdeveloped. To address this gap, the Bulletin of the World Health Organization will publish a 
theme issue on the ethics of research into health and climate change. This issue will investigate a 
range of topics shaping ethically sound climate and health research across a range of methods, 
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exist within decades – what does fair and ethical research into the effects of climate change on their 
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   The current approach to global vaccine research and development (R&D), manufacturing, and 
distribution has greatly expanded routine immunisation, achieving substantial reductions in disease 
burden over recent decades and helping to save lives and protect economies. Yet this approach has 
limitations in a world where new pathogens emerge unpredictably and regional needs are increasingly 
diverging from global priorities.1 
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   …Regionalised vaccine manufacturing offers a path forward; it can enable equitable access for 
regions, alignment with regional priorities, and rapid response to outbreaks.2 There are evolving 
challenges that make regionalised vaccine manufacturing necessary for both health emergencies and 
routine immunisation. The geopolitical landscape has shifted dramatically. Countries and regions are 
increasingly aware of the vulnerabilities inherent in relying on centralised vaccine production hubs and 
the political interests that may shape access to scarce resources. Many countries want more self-
sufficiency in vaccine manufacturing, given the lessons of the COVID-19 pandemic when there were 
considerable delays in accessing COVID-19 vaccines due to supply constraints and export bans.3 
…The shift to regionalised vaccine manufacturing is already underway and will not stop. Recent 
commitments by international and regional bodies, as well as financing and technical support 
organisations, show regions and stakeholders are not only acknowledging the need for regionalised 
vaccine manufacturing but are also setting out concrete strategies, policies, and investments that 
empower regions to sustainably produce the vaccines they need to address regional health priorities 
(panel).5–11 
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…In the face of current and looming global health threats — including antimicrobial resistance, climate 
change, and new pandemics — action is urgently needed. Governments and multilateral global health 
organizations must improve access to existing countermeasures, leverage conditions on public funding 
and trial agreements to enhance access to new tools, and support local manufacturing in LMICs. The 
world has the tools to prevent suffering and death in places made vulnerable by a long history of global 
health inequity. The question is whether we will take the necessary steps to ensure that everyone has 
access to them. 
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   Floyd Bloom, who died on 8 January, was a towering figure in both neuroscience and the scientific 
community as a whole. As Editor-in-Chief of Science from 1995 to 2000, he presided over a 
transformative period in which the journal embraced the digital age, expanding its reach and impact 
while advocating for open access and the sharing of data. His groundbreaking contributions to 
neuropharmacology and the understanding of neurotransmitters were only part of his legacy. Through 
his leadership, mentorship, and pioneering research, Bloom left an indelible mark on the scientific 
world, one that continues to inspire new generations… 
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Abstract 
The Hajj pilgrimage, one of the world's largest and most diverse mass gatherings, poses unique 
challenges for preventing infectious disease outbreaks. Vaccinations are vital in reducing the risk and 
spread of diseases during this event. This narrative review examines the impact of vaccination 
programs on infectious disease mitigation during the Hajj and their broader implications for global 
health security (GHS). Mandatory vaccination protocols against Meningococcal Meningitis, Yellow Fever, 
Influenza, pneumococcal diseases, and COVID-19 have demonstrated significant success in controlling 
infection spread during Hajj. Furthermore, the integration of digital health passports or similar 
technologies offers the potential to enhance surveillance, streamline vaccination verification, and 
further minimize risks associated with mass gatherings. This study demonstrates the critical role of 
vaccination programs in protecting pilgrims. It also explores how technologies can be used to monitor 
pilgrim health status, enabling rapid identification and mitigation of potential outbreaks, thus 
contributing to GHS. 
 
Book review  Open access 
Routledge Handbook of Infectious Diseases – A Geographical Guide, 3rd edition, Eskild 
Petersen, Lin H. Chen, Patricia Schlagenhauf (Eds.) (2025) 
Gerard T. Flaherty 
Article 102788 
 
 
Tropical Medicine & International Health   
Volume 30, Issue 1  Pages: i-iv, 1-69  January 2025 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/social-science-and-medicine/vol/364/suppl/C
https://systematicreviewsjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles
https://link.springer.com/journal/11017/volumes-and-issues/45-6
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/travel-medicine-and-infectious-disease/vol/63/suppl/C
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1477893924001017
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1477893924001054
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1477893924001054


https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13653156/current 
OPINION 
Mpox as an emerging health threat for survivors of sex trafficking 
Olabode Ekerin,  Deborah Oluwaseun Shomuyiwa,  Isaac Olushola Ogunkola,  Yusuff Adebayo 
Adebisi,  Emery Manirambona 
Pages: 1-3 
First Published: 01 December 2024 
 
SYSTEMATIC REVIEW 
EDITORS' CHOICE 
HBV, HCV and HIV among inmates in Latin America and the Caribbean: A systematic 
review and meta-analysis 
Mariana Cavalheiro Magri,  Caroline Manchiero,  Bianca Peixoto Dantas,  Wanderley Marques 
Bernardo,  Edson Abdala,  Fátima Mitiko Tengan 
Pages: 4-13 
First Published: 13 December 2024 
 
 
Vaccine    
Volume 46  6 February 2025 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/vaccine/vol/46/suppl/C  
Editorial  No access 
Quantum vaccinology: A new science and epistemological abstraction framework for 
developing new vaccines and understanding the generation of the immune response 
Gregory A. Poland, José de la Fuente 
Article 126641 
 
Discussion  No access 
Intravenous vaccination with BCG against tuberculosis: Strengths and questions deserving 
further research 
Mario Alberto Flores-Valdez 
Article 126666 
 
Discussion  No access 
Influenza vaccination for children in Europe: The health of every child matters 
Helena C. Maltezou, Gregory A. Poland, Raul Ortiz de Lejarazu 
Article 126675 
 
Review article  Open access 
Systematic literature review of cost-effectiveness analyses of adult 15- and 20-valent 
pneumococcal vaccines 
Jeong-Yeon Cho, Haeseon Lee, Warisa Wannaadisai, Jeffrey Vietri, Nathorn Chaiyakunapruk 
Article 126656 
 
Review article  Open access 
Meeting summary: Global vaccine and immunization research forum, 2023 
Birgitte Giersing, Annie X. Mo, Angela Hwang, Shahida Baqar, ... B. Fenton Hall 
Article 126686 
 
Research article  Open access 
Missed vaccines in pregnant women: A contributing factor to pertussis outbreak in 
newborns and infants 
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Marco Poeta, Cristina Moracas, Elisabetta Venturini, Claudio Cafagno, ... Pediatric INF-ACT Network 
Study Group 
Article 126684 
 
Research article  Abstract only 
Undernutrition and antibody response to measles, tetanus and Haemophilus Influenzae 
type b (Hib) vaccination in pre-school south African children: The VHEMBE birth cohort 
study 
Brenda Eskenazi, Stephen Rauch, Basant Elsiwi, Riana Bornman, ... Jonathan Chevrier 
Article 126564 
Highlights 
• Infectious diseases are a major source of childhood morbidity/mortality worldwide. 
• Undernutrition may affect the immune response to certain vaccines. 
• The VHEMBE study examined relationships between undernutrition and antibody levels. 
• Undernourished vaccinated children had lower measles antibody levels at 3.5/5 years. 
• Undernutrition was associated with lower tetanus antibodies in girls but not boys 
Abstract 
Background 
Under-vaccination is undoubtedly driving recent worldwide measles outbreaks, but undernutrition may 
also be playing a role in low- and middle-income countries. Studies have shown reduced immune 
response to vaccines in undernourished children but few have followed children beyond infancy, when 
they are more likely to be exposed to infectious diseases. 
Methods 
In the Venda Health Examination of Mothers, Babies and the Environment (VHEMBE) South African 
birth cohort study, we examined the relationship between undernutrition, as measured by stunting and 
other growth measures, and vaccine-specific serum antibody level to three different vaccine types: 
measles, tetanus and Haemophilus influenzae type b (Hib). We included 621 fully-vaccinated children 
with anthropometric measurements at ages 1, 2, and 3.5 years and antibody levels at 3.5 and 5 years. 
Results 
At 5 years of age, 90.4% of fully-vaccinated children were protected against measles, 66.7% against 
tetanus, and 56.1% against Hib. Children who were stunted or had any indicator of diminished growth 
at 3.5 years averaged a 24.1% (95% CI = -44.2, 0.6) or a 27.2% (95% CI = -45.1, −1.3) lower 
antibody titer for measles, respectively, relative to those with normal growth. In addition, girls, but not 
boys, with any indicator of diminished growth at 3.5 years averaged a 36.8% (−59.3, −7.0) lower 
antibody titer for tetanus. We found no association between undernutrition and Hib antibody titers. 
Conclusions 
Early life undernutrition may be associated with lower induction or persistence of antibody responses to 
certain vaccines. Addressing child undernutrition may improve vaccine efficacy and reduce the burden 
of vaccine-preventable diseases. 
 
Research article  Open access 
Exploring the ethics of using fictional stories for health education on social media to share 
information and emotions about the HPV vaccine: A cross-sectional study with 
interdisciplinary health experts 
Philip M. Massey, Regan M. Murray, Kelli Kostizak, Wen-Juo Lo, Michael Yudell 
Article 126575 
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Zero-Dose Vaccination of Self-Paid Vaccines Among Migrant and Left-Behind Children in 
China: Evidence from Zhejiang and Henan Provinces  
by Yaguan Zhou, Heng (Anna) Du, Shu Chen, Shenglan Tang and Xiaolin Xu  
Vaccines 2025, 13(2), 118; https://doi.org/10.3390/vaccines13020118 - 24 Jan 2025  
Abstract  
Background/Objectives: As zero-dose vaccination has become a global health concern, understanding 
the practice of self-paid immunizations in migrant and left-behind children in China is crucial to the 
prevention and control of infectious diseases. Methods: A cross-sectional study was conducted in 1648  
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[Filters: Emerging Technologies; Neural and Evolutionary Computing; Computers and Society; 
Genomics; Neurons and Cognition; Populations and Evolution; Other Quantitative Biology; General 
Economics] 
arXiv:2501.13802 [pdf, html, other]  
Enhancing LLMs for Governance with Human Oversight: Evaluating and Aligning LLMs on 
Expert Classification of Climate Misinformation for Detecting False or Misleading Claims 
about Climate Change  
Mowafak Allaham, Ayse D. Lokmanoglu, Sol P. Hart, Erik C. Nisbet 
   Climate misinformation is a problem that has the potential to be substantially aggravated by the 
development of Large Language Models (LLMs). In this study we evaluate the potential for LLMs to be 
part of the solution for mitigating online dis/misinformation rather than the problem. Employing a 
public expert annotated dataset and a curated sample of social media content we evaluate the 
performance of proprietary vs. open source LLMs on climate misinformation classification task, 
comparing them to existing climate-focused computer-assisted tools and expert assessments. Results 
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show (1) state-of-the-art (SOTA) open-source models substantially under-perform in classifying climate 
misinformation compared to proprietary models, (2) existing climate-focused computer-assisted tools 
leveraging expert-annotated datasets continues to outperform many of proprietary models, including 
GPT-4o, and (3) demonstrate the efficacy and generalizability of fine-tuning GPT-3.5-turbo on expert 
annotated dataset in classifying claims about climate change at the equivalency of climate change 
experts with over 20 years of experience in climate communication. These findings highlight 1) the 
importance of incorporating human-oversight, such as incorporating expert-annotated datasets in 
training LLMs, for governance tasks that require subject-matter expertise like classifying climate 
misinformation, and 2) the potential for LLMs in facilitating civil society organizations to engage in 
various governance tasks such as classifying false or misleading claims in domains beyond climate 
change such as politics and health science. 
 
arXiv:2501.11705 [pdf, other]  
Human services organizations and the responsible integration of AI: Considering ethics 
and contextualizing risk(s)  
Brian E. Perron, Lauri Goldkind, Zia Qi, Bryan G. Victor 
  This paper examines the responsible integration of artificial intelligence (AI) in human services 
organizations (HSOs), proposing a nuanced framework for evaluating AI applications across multiple 
dimensions of risk. The authors argue that ethical concerns about AI deployment -- including 
professional judgment displacement, environmental impact, model bias, and data laborer exploitation -- 
vary significantly based on implementation context and specific use cases. They challenge the binary 
view of AI adoption, demonstrating how different applications present varying levels of risk that can 
often be effectively managed through careful implementation strategies. The paper highlights 
promising solutions, such as local large language models, that can facilitate responsible AI integration 
while addressing common ethical concerns. The authors propose a dimensional risk assessment 
approach that considers factors like data sensitivity, professional oversight requirements, and potential 
impact on client wellbeing. They conclude by outlining a path forward that emphasizes empirical 
evaluation, starting with lower-risk applications and building evidence-based understanding through 
careful experimentation. This approach enables organizations to maintain high ethical standards while 
thoughtfully exploring how AI might enhance their capacity to serve clients and communities 
effectively. 
 
arXiv:2501.10383 [pdf, html, other]  
The Generative AI Ethics Playbook  
Jessie J. Smith, Wesley Hanwen Deng, William H. Smith, Maarten Sap, Nicole DeCario, Jesse Dodge 
   The Generative AI Ethics Playbook provides guidance for identifying and mitigating risks of machine 
learning systems across various domains, including natural language processing, computer vision, and 
generative AI. This playbook aims to assist practitioners in diagnosing potential harms that may arise 
during the design, development, and deployment of datasets and models. It offers concrete strategies 
and resources for mitigating these risks, to help minimize negative impacts on users and society.      
   Drawing on current best practices in both research and ethical considerations, this playbook aims to 
serve as a comprehensive resource for AI/ML practitioners. The intended audience of this playbook 
includes machine learning researchers, engineers, and practitioners who are involved in the creation 
and implementation of generative and multimodal models (e.g., text-to-text, image-to-image, text-to-
image, text-to-video).  
   Specifically, we provide transparency/documentation checklists, topics of interest, common 
questions, examples of harms through case studies, and resources and strategies to mitigate harms 
throughout the Generative AI lifecycle. This playbook was made collaboratively over the course of 16 
months through extensive literature review of over 100 resources and peer-reviewed articles, as well as 
through an initial group brainstorming session with 18 interdisciplinary AI ethics experts from industry 
and academia, and with additional feedback from 8 experts (5 of whom were in the initial 
brainstorming session).  
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   We note that while this playbook provides examples, discussion, and harm mitigation strategies, 
research in this area is ongoing. Our playbook aims to be a practically useful survey, taking a high-level 
view rather than aiming for covering the entire existing body of research. 
 
arXiv:2501.12395 (cross-list from q-bio.QM) [pdf, other]  
Predicting high dengue incidence in municipalities of Brazil using path signatures  
Daniel A.M. Villela 
   Predicting whether to expect a high incidence of infectious diseases is critical for health surveillance. 
In the epidemiology of dengue, environmental conditions can significantly impact the transmission of 
the virus. Utilizing epidemiological indicators alongside environmental variables can enhance predictions 
of dengue incidence risk. This study analyzed a dataset of weekly case numbers, temperature, and 
humidity across Brazilian municipalities to forecast the risk of high dengue incidence using data from 
2014 to 2023. The framework involved constructing path signatures and applying lasso regression for 
binary outcomes. Sensitivity reached 75%, while specificity was extremely high, ranging from 75% to 
100%. The best performance was observed with information gathered after 35 weeks of observations 
using data augmentation via embedding techniques. The use of path signatures effectively captures 
the stream of information given by epidemiological and climate variables that influence dengue 
transmission. This framework could be instrumental in optimizing resources to predict high dengue risk 
in municipalities in Brazil and other countries after learning these country patterns. 
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Co-coverage of social protection programs and maternal and child nutrition interventions 
in Bangladesh, India and Nepal  
Samuel Scott, Sumanta Neupane, Hana Tasic, Nadia Akseer, Sunny Kim, Harold Alderman, Bianca 
Carducci, Rebecca Heidkamp 
medRxiv 2025.01.22.25320966; doi: https://doi.org/10.1101/2025.01.22.25320966  
Abstract 
Social protection programs (SPPs) are common in South Asia, a global malnutrition hotspot. Provision 
of SPP benefits as well as essential health/nutrition interventions to mothers and children are goals for 
optimal health and development outcomes, but the degree of co-coverage of SPPs and health/nutrition 
interventions among beneficiary households is poorly described. Using six population-based surveys 
from 2012 to 2019 in Bangladesh, India, and Nepal (n=253,703 women with children under five years 
of age), we examined data availability for SPPs (food and cash transfers) and health/nutrition 
interventions, and estimated their coverage and co-coverage during the last pregnancy (interventions: 
take-home food rations plus at least four antenatal care visits, receipt of at least 100 iron-folic acid 
tablets, deworming, and tetanus injections), after delivery (cash benefit plus the interventions above), 
and in children (take-home ration for the child plus vitamin A supplementation, deworming, iron syrup, 
growth monitoring, and nutrition counseling). In India, 52% and 51% of women and children, 
respectively, received food transfers, but only 3% and 8% received food plus all health/nutrition 
interventions. In India and Nepal, respectively, cash after delivery was received by 41% and 86% of 
women, but only 2% and 21% received cash after delivery plus all health/nutrition interventions. There 
was insufficient data to estimate coverage of both SPPs and health/nutrition interventions in 
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Bangladesh. Our findings highlight the need for data on both SPP and health/nutrition intervention 
coverage in household surveys. There are missed opportunities to reach women and children with 
interventions across multiple sectors. 
 
Development and application of Pandemic Projection Measures (PPM) for forecasting the 
COVID-19 outbreak  
Shu-Ren Chang 
medRxiv 2020.05.30.20118158; doi: https://doi.org/10.1101/2020.05.30.20118158 Revision 
Abstract 
This study aims to provide an accessible and dynamic estimate method to project the Covid-19 trend 
and hopefully it will help inform policymakers to allocate the needed medical equipment and supplies 
for saving more lives. A set of newly developed Pandemic Projection Measures (PPM) had been 
successfully applied to project daily new cases across countries. During the development, numerous 
trial and error iterations had been performed and then improved with live data. The procedures and 
computations for the PPM including Uphill Index (UHI), Downhill Indices (DHI), and Error Band 
Projection (EBP) estimates were explained and discussed along with graphical projections. The PPM 
was computed with daily live data for the USA, four U.S. states (Illinois, Massachusetts, New Jersey, 
and New York), France, Italy, Spain, Germany, and China. The results indicated that with the PPM 
estimations, the daily projections for the future trend were robust to reflect the most plausibility, since 
the PPM can be updated frequently…  
 
Integrating Macroeconomic and Public Health Impacts in Social Planning Policies for 
Pandemic Response  
Ofer Cornfeld, Kaicheng Niu, Oded Neeman, Michael Roswell, Gabi Steinbach, Stephen J. Beckett, Yorai 
Wardi, Joshua S. Weitz, Eran Yashiv 
medRxiv 2025.01.21.25320900; doi: https://doi.org/10.1101/2025.01.21.25320900  
 
A Scoping Review of Artificial Intelligence Applications in Clinical Trial Risk Assessment  
Douglas Teodoro, Nona Naderi, Anthony Yazdani, Boya Zhang, Alban Bornet 
medRxiv 2025.01.21.25320310; doi: https://doi.org/10.1101/2025.01.21.25320310  
 
 
OSF Pre-prints    
https://osf.io/preprints/discover?provider=OSF&subject=bepress%7 CLife%20Sciences 
[Provider Filter: OSF Pre-prints  Subject filters: Medicine and Health Sciences  Format Filter: Pre-prints] 
Selected Research 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Wellcome Open Research     
https://wellcomeopenresearch.org/browse/articles 
[Accessed 25 Jan 2025] 
Study Protocol  Open Access 
A pilot protocol for surveillance of infection and antibiotic prescribing in primary 
healthcare across the globe: Antibiotic Prescribing in Primary Healthcare Point Prevalence 
Survey (APC-PPS) 
[version 1; peer review: awaiting peer review] 
Aislinn Cook, et al. 
Abstract 
Little data is available from the primary healthcare setting in low- and middle-income countries to 
describe the burden of clinical infections and antibiotic prescribing proportions for those infections. The 
AWaRe Antibiotic Book provides a framework for assessing antibiotic prescribing in primary healthcare 
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but requires understanding both frequency of clinical infections and their antibiotic prescribing 
proportions. The Antibiotic Prescribing in Primary Healthcare Point Prevalence Survey (APC-PPS) project 
is a series of point prevalence surveys conducted at primary healthcare facilities in LMICs to capture 
the frequency of consultation for different clinical infections and diagnoses and the frequency and type 
of antibiotic prescribing associated with these infections in primary healthcare facilities… 
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http://www.brookings.edu/ 
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Research  
Tracking regulatory changes in the second Trump administration  
January 22, 2025 
   The Brookings Center on Regulation and Markets Regulatory Tracker (“Reg Tracker”) provides 
background information and status updates on a curated selection of significant regulatory and 
deregulatory changes made by the Trump administration. This tracker allows you to monitor a curated 
selection of new, delayed, and repealed rules, notable guidance and policy revocations, executive 
actions, and important court battles across key policy areas such as environmental, health, labor, and 
more. 
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No new digest content identified. 
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No new digest content identified. 
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Latest Publications [Selected] 
No new digest content identified. 
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https://www.rand.org/pubs.html 
Published Research [Selected]   
Research   Jan 21, 2025 
Parental Factors Associated With Measles-Mumps-Rubella Vaccination in US Children 
Younger Than 5 Years 
   Study that determines the association between parental characteristics and MMR measles-mumps-
rubella vaccination status of children in the United States. 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 25 Jan 2025] 
https://www.urban.org/publications 
New Research Publications - Selected 
 
 
World Economic Forum    [to 25 Jan 2025]  
https://agenda.weforum.org/press/ 
Media  [Selected] 
Annual Meeting 2025: Collaboration for the Intelligent Age  
News   24 Jan 2025  
▪ At a crucial moment for the world economy, the World Economic Forum’s Annual Meeting 2025 

served as a platform for advancing dialogue, cooperation and partnerships. 
▪ Close to 3,000 leaders from government, business, civil society and academia from more than 130 

countries, including over 350 heads of state and government and ministers, participated in the 
meeting around the theme of “Collaboration for the Intelligent Age”. 

▪ With the geopolitical and geoeconomic landscapes undergoing a paradigm shift, the meeting 
explored how to unlock the benefit of new technologies responsibly, strengthen social and 
economic resilience, safeguard the planet, and advance regional and global security. 

▪ Revisit sessions from the Annual Meeting here and on social media using #WEF25. Watch the 
Highlights Film here. 
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https://www.rand.org/pubs/external_publications/EP70809.html
https://www.rand.org/pubs/external_publications/EP70809.html
https://www.urban.org/publications
https://www.urban.org/research
https://agenda.weforum.org/press/
https://agenda.weforum.org/press/2025/01/annual-meeting-2025-collaboration-for-the-intelligent-age/
https://www.weforum.org/events/world-economic-forum-annual-meeting-2025/
https://www.weforum.org/videos/davos-2025-highlights/
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